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Those to whom the writer wottld desire to offer by this 
tract some little assistance, are the instructors of the young, 
especially teachers in Bunday'Scho61s. It consists chiefly 
of illustrations by Scripture examples of some of those 
short but very comprehensive precepts, observations upon 
human life, human nature, atd the dealings of God with 
man, which are contained in the Book of Proverbs ; the 
teacher being left to carry the principle farther, as he may 
see fit. The chief reason why so many illustrations have 
been given, is to tifford opportunity of bringing larger por- 
tionls of Scripture history to notice, especially from the 
Old Testam^it ; from which it is feared that the young, 
without some help, may not derive that improvement it is 
so calculated to afford them* — 2 Tim. iii. 14 — 17. See 
p. 184 to 204. 



THE 



BOOK OF PROVERBS, 



EXPLAINED AND ILLUSTRATED. 



CHAPTER L 

6BMBRAL RBMARK8 ON THE BOOK OV PROVERBS. 

Contents. — { i Design of the Book of Proverbs. § ii. Arrangement 

of its Contents. 

$ i. Design of the Book of Proverbs, 

Thb leadiDg design of this portion of God's word is, as 
8tat^4 at the beginning of it, to give 0. the young man 
knowledge and discretion (cb- i. 4.), which it especially 
directs him to seek by attention to the piqus instructions of 
his parents (ch. i. 8 ; vi. 20. 23.), an^ the precepts of 
heavenly wisdom, (ch. i. 20 — 23.) 

It is indeed a storehouse of practical wisdom. It is 
a guide to his affections (iv. 6. 23.), to guard him against 
those temptations to which youth is most e^^posed (ch. i. 
10; ii. 16—19; v. 1—14; vi. 24— 35 ; vii. 5— 27; ix. 
13 — 18 ; xxiii. 26 — 35 ; xxix. 3.), and to direct him 
with regard to his settlement in life, by pointing out the 
advantages of a wise (xiv. 1 ; xix. 14 ; xxxi. 10 — 31.), 
the evil of a wrong choice (xi. 22 ; xix. 13 ; xxi. 9. 19 ; 
XXV. 24; xxvii. 15r— 16.). It moreover gives him that 
knowledge of the world, which will abundantly supply his 
want of experience, and guide his feet into the way of 
peace in his intercourse with it, teaching him what to ex- 
pect and how to act u^der tl^e ever-varying circumstances 
in which he may be placed. 

But though so especially recommended to the young, the 
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6 DESIGN OF THE BOOK OF PROVERBS. [cHAP. I. 

book of Proverbs furnisbes rules for the government of fa- 
milies, cities, kingdoms. Out of the vast treasures of learn- 
ing left us in this small volume, the best advice is fur- 
nished to princes, councillors, judges, and other public minis- 
ters, or to all sorts of subjects in their several relations, and 
in every condition ; to make them both pious and politic ; 
to direct them in the choice of their comforts, in the educa- 
tion of their children, in the management of domestic affairs 
and in their transactions with other men ; in contracting or 
conducting their friendships, in giving or taking good coun- 
sel and reproof, in making or preserving peace, in judging 
of men, and of the event of their designs. This book bri- 
dles the injurious tongue, corrects the wanton eye, and ties 
the unjust hands in chains. It persecutes sloth, chastises 
all absurd desires, teaches prudence, raises men's courage, 
and represents temperance and chastity after such a fashion, 
that one cannot but have them in veneration ; — and thus 
is, as Basil says, an universal direction for all men, and for 
the whole of life. It is, moreover, important to observe, 
that it not only gives such universal directions, but en- 
forces attention to them from those motives which can 
alone secure obedience to them, such as the authority of 
God (ch. xvi. 6.), his exact notice of all men's ways and 
hearts (ch. v. 21 ; xv. 11.), the rewards which attend 
righteousness (ch*xi. 18.), and the punishments which fol- 
low wickedness, by his just appointment, .both in this 
world and the next (ch. xix. 29; xxiii. 17 — 19; xxvi. 
10.). — See Lowth's Directions for Reading Holy Scrip- 
ture and Bp. Patrick. 

The terms wisdom and knowledge being sometimes 
applied to that which perverts rather than improves the 
mind, it is very important to observe that Solomon, the 
writer of this book, lays down this as the foundation of all 
his instructions, " The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
knowledge (ch. i. 7.) ; and, again, the fear of the Lord is 
the beginning of i^risdom " (ch. ix. 10.) ; thus teaching 
us, that of all knowledge the knowledge of God is the 
chief, that there is no true wisdom without godliness, and 
that there can be no virtue in our intercourse with our 
fellow-creatures, where this is wanting as the motive of 
action. 

When in this book folly and fools are spoken of, it em- 
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pbatically refers to the transgression of God's law; as, of all 
foUy, that is the most foolish. 

The great design of Holy Scripture is, to make us wise 
unto salvation *. It shows the necessity for salvation ; it 
explains the nature of that salvation ; and hecomes, as the 
instrument of the Spirit, the power of God to salvation 
to every one that believeth •*. In the gradual developement 
of this object, the book of Proverbs bears its part. The 
nature and consequences of sin are so described, as strongly 
to imply our need of that salvation which Christ has wrought 
out for us. See chaps, i. 24, &c. xvi. 5. xxi. 4. xxiv. 9, 
&c. vii. 27. 

From the depravity of human nature, from man*s inability 
to cleanse his own heart, and from his strong tendency to 
self-deception, as alluded to in chaps, xx. 9. xvi. 2, &c., is 
inferred his need of the sanctifying influences of the Holy 
Spirit ; and though it was reserved to the New Testament 
fully to exhibit his office, the Spirit of God is alluded to in 
ch. i. 23. 

Whether the sacred writer intended expressly to prophesy 
of the Messiah, or whether the Israelites would generally 
consider him as the speaker, needs not to be determined; but 
with the light which the New Testament throws on the 
subject, it has been remarked by Bp. Patrick, that the de- 
scription of wisdom contained in Prov. i. 20 — 28. viii. and 
ix., is expressed in such magnificent language, that the an- 
cient Christians thought the application was to the wisdom 
revealed to us in the Gospel by the Son of God, — ^nay, to the 
Son of God Himself, the eternal word and wisdom of the 
Father. It may confirm this view of the subject, by com- 
psuring Prov. viii. 22, with John i. 1. xiv. 10. 

It is said also, in Prov. viii. 23, " I was set up from 
everlasting." This description remarkably agrees with Mi- 
cah's prophecy of the birth of Christ, (ch. v. 2.) quoted in 
Matt. ii. 6, which declares his goings forth to have been 
from of old, from everlasting ; and agrees also with our 
Lord's declaration of Himself as the first and the last, who 
had glory with the Father before the world was, whom the 



» 2 Tim. ill. 16. 

^ Rom. i. 16. Eph. vi. 17. Joha xvii. 17. 1 Pet. f. 23. 
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8 4lt.lkAH.QBMWT 01 ITS QO^TISKVSf [cHAP. I, 

Father loved I^efose tb« foundatioii of the woflid. Be v. i. 
17; John xvii. 5. 24. 

Bp. Hall has ajao the folbwing oommenfe on Prov. ix, 
1 — 6, compared with Matt, xxH. 2 — 14 ; Luke xW, 16— r84: 
" The Son of God, wl^o k the eternal wisdom of the Father> 
hath built his house, the Church of God ; He hath laid sure^ 
foundations of it ; and hath hewn out ajl the pillars thereoHi. 
He hath Instituted all his holy ordinances, whereby He may 
feed up the souls of men to everlasting life. He hath sent 
forth his holy and zealous messengers to invite men to these 
sacred mysteries.'^ It thus appears, that in the book of 
Proverbs, though its chief design is to guide us in our inter-, 
course with our fellow-creatures, an illustration is never- 
theless afforded of the harmony of the Old and New Testa-, 
ment, on that which is the great subject of both, namely. 
Salvation by Christ. .Heb. x. 1 ; Col. ii. 1 7 j Rev. 
xix. 10^ 

Though life and immortality wei:e brought to light by 
the Gospel, yet, as in other parts of the Old Testament, SO 
in this book, the dawn of this great truth appears. Thus, 
Frov. xiv: 32, refers to the hope of the righteous in theic 
death ; chap. xii. 28, to their exemption from the second os 
eternal death; and chap. iv. 18, xv. 24, to the future glory 
awaiting them in heaven, the anticipation of which has ever 
formed a motive to holy obedience in Qod's people white 
on earth. Heb. xi, 16. 

§ ii. Arrang^jsnt qfits Contents. 

In reference tp the avrapgeinent of the contents of the 
book of Proverbs, Bp. Hopkins remarks, " We are not gene- 
rally to expect any connexion either of sense or senten^s 
in it. Other pacts of Scripture are like a rich 9^ine, where 
the precious ore runs along in one continued vein, but thi^ 
is like a heap of pearls, which, though they are loose and 
unstrung, are not, therefore, the lesp excellent and 
valuable." 

This book may. however, be thus divided into five 
parts : 

Part 1. is a sort of preface extending from ch. i. to ix., 
the teacher giving his pupil a connected series of admoni- 
tions, cautions, and encouragements, to the study of 
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viajom. ThU part, s^i^ys Bp. Lowth, " is varied, elegant, 
aublime* and truly poetical ; the order of the subject is in 
general ei^ceUently preserved,. ^i;id t^e parts are very aptly 
connected.*' 

Part 2. from ch. z. to xxii. 16, comprises what may be 
papre strictly called Proverbis, namelyi unconnected sentences 
expressed i^ri^h much neatness and simplicity. 

Part 3* reaches from chapter ^^ii* 17. to xxiv., in which 
the teacher renews his cq^pected ^dmoni^ons to the study 
of wisdom* 

Part 4. extends from chapter xxv. to xxi^. It contains 
Proveibs s^upposed tp have been selected from some larger 
QQUect&on of Solomon, by the men of Hezekiah, that is, by 
the prophets Mfhom he employed tp restore the service and 
writings of the Jewish Church ; as Eliakim, and Joah, and 
Shebnai imd probably ^osea, and IVficah, i^nd even Isaiah* 
This parts Vk^ ^be secoQds consists of unconnected sen- 
tences. 

Part 5« comprise^ the two last chapterSi xzx. and xxi^i. 
The first of these contains fhe wis^p observations and inr 
atnictions delivered by Agur to his pupils Ithiel and Ucal ; 
and the other, the excellent lessons addressed to king 
li^mael by his mothpr. 



CHAPTER 11. 

SUOOE8T10N8 FOR THE INTERPRETATION OF PHOVBRBS. 

0PKTJ|N«» — S L The N«tur? of a Proierb. § iL On the Iiiteq)retatie^ 
of F^pire^ § iii. Parts of a Proverb to be compared. § ivl Gene- 
ral terms sometimes to be limited. { v. The interpretation of a 
Proverb not always to be confined to the immediate subject. 

§ h The No^^re of a Pfoverh. 

A proverb, strictly speaking, is a short moral sentence, 
which means something further than what the words literally 
imply. It is *' as apples of gold in a net-work of silver %** 

o Bp. Lowth thus interprets Prov. zzv. 11, ^hich is very shnilar to 
that of Bp. Patrick : " Like golden balls, or beautiful apples, presented 
in a silver net-work basket." 
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10 ON THE INTERPRETATION OF FIGURES. [cHAP. II. 

grave and profound sentiment, the truth of which acquires 
additional beauty when partially discovered through the veil 
of elegant fiction and imagery. But most of Solomon's pro- 
verbs are rather to be called maxims or sentences. The distinc- 
tion between a proverb, strictly so called, aild a maxim or 
sentence, may be thus illustrated : When Solomon says, 
" Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not to 
thine own understanding ^," this is no proverb, but a moral 
sentence. When he says, " Drink waters out of thine own 
cistern *" this is 9 proverb ; and it means, meddle not with 
that which belongs to another. 

The characteristic feature of this kind of writing is bre- 
vity, much thought in a small compass ; as in a seed the 
whole power of vegetation which is to produce the trefe is 
contained. And the obscurity attendant on ** these words 
of the wise, and their dark sayings,'' is not altogether with- 
out its uses. It whets the understanding, excites an appe- 
tite for knowledge, and keeps alive the attention by the 
labour of the investigation, giving an increased pleasure 
to the discovery of truth, by having called forth our efforts 
to attain it. See Bp. Lowth on the Poetry of the Hebrews, 
Lect. xxiv. 

To assist these efforts, the following suggestions are 
offered on the interpretation of Proverbs. 

§ ii. On the Interpretation of Figures* 

Many errors in the interpretation of Scripture arise from 
the abuse of its figurative language. We must, therefore, 
be on our guard, 

1. Not to take that literally, which was meant figura- 
tively. Thus, referring to the commandments of God, it is 
said, Prov. vii. 3, Bind them upon thy fingerSj 8^c, It 
might seem sufficiently evident that Solomon could not 
mean this precept to be understood literally, any more than 
the next expression, which frequently occurs: " Write 
them on the table of thine heart." Yet it was on such texts 
(see Exod. xiii. 16, Deut. vi. 8. xi. 18) that the Pharisees 
founded the practice of binding on their foreheads phytac" 
teries, or slips, with particular precepts of the law inscribed 
upon them. — Dr. Durell. 

^ Prov. ill. 6. • Ibid. v. IS. 
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2. The same figure being used to illustrate diflPerent 
subjects, the meaning of the figure in each case must be 
determined by the subject. 

Thus, Prov. XXV. 27. It is not good to eat much honey; a 
proverb guarding against being over-solicitous of the good 
opinion of our fellow-creatures, see page 30. Whereas it 
is said, Prov. xxiv. 1 3, Eat thou honey because it is good. 
This proverb, as appears from the next verse (14th), refers 
to heavenly wisdom, of which we can never have too much. 
See page 29. 

Again, Prov. xxv. 16. Hast thou found honey? eat so 
much as is sufficient for thee, lest thou be filled therewith^ 
and vomit it. By honey here is to be understood not only 
all' delicious meats, but all present and worldly delights, 
-which we are here taught to use with moderation. Poole. 
An application of the proverb is made in the next verse 
(ch. xxv. I?*)) ^^ reference to unseasonable and too fre- 
quent visiting, which may occasion in your friend disgust, 
as men are apt to loathe even honey immoderately taken. 

§ iii. Parts of a Proverb to he compared, 

1. Make one part of a proverb a comment on the other, 
as a guide to the true sense of the whole. 

Prov. XX vi. 4. Answer not a fool according to his folly , 
Ac The next verse is, Answer a fool according to his 
folly, &c,, but a little attention to the reason given in each 
case removes the seeming contradiction. 

We ought not to answer a fool according to his folly, so 
as to be like him ; (i. e.) so as to betray, in the manner of 
answering him, the same evil temper which he showed. 
This Moses did at Meribah'; and David in his answer to 
Nabal ^ ; and the men of Judah and Israel in their disputes 
about David ^ See p. 160. 

We ought to answer a fool according to his folly, lest he 
be wise in his own conceit ; (i. e.) we ought to answer him 
in such a manner as to expose his folly. Thus David an- 
swered Goliath S and Job answered his wife''; and our 



' Numb. XX. 12. ^ 2 Sam. xix. 41, 42,43 

Ps. cvi. 33. * 1 Sam. xvii. 45. 

g 1 Sam. xxv. 21, 22. ^ Job ii. 10. 
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blessed Lord's life affords abundant instances : as when He 
was attacked by the Scribes and Pharisees because bis disr 
ciples transgressed the tradition of the elders ^ ; when they 
desired of Him a sign from heaven ^ ; when they queation^ 
the authority by which He acted ° ; and when they inquired 
of Him as to the lawfulness of giving tribute to Caesar ^. 

Attention to the context* that isi, to what goes before or 
follows any particular verse or chapter, (so important as a 
general rule in the interpretatioja of Scripture,) is, howeveiv 
of comparatively little use in the book of Proverbs. But 
then, as Dr. Hunt has observed, ** this book has a method of 
its own, and such an one, too, as ii^ duly regarded, will serve 
for a clue to conduct us through the intricacies of most of 
those dark sayings, and bring us to a knowledge of a pror 
verb and the interpretation thereof; and it is this,~r>alntiost 
all proverbs are divided into two parts, which naturally ex* 
plain each other/' 

If the subjectrmatter of both parts is the same, they ave 
usually connected by the. particle atid, and then the laiter 
part is put by way of repetition and confirmation of the 
former. 

Thus Prov. iik 13 — 17. Happy w the man that findeth 
msdomt and the n^an fha^ getteth undexstandingi S^o, ; her 
ways are ways of pie(isantness^ (^nd all hqr pathf are peace. 
Here the latter clauses in each vers^ are repetitions and 
confirmations of the former, thus serying to give force tp 
the sentiment expressed. 

If the subject-matter be different^ the two parts of the 
Proverb are usually connected by the partiple ** fcu(," Tif^ich 
denotes antithesis find opposition. Thus Prov. ^. 12U 
Hatred stirreth up strtfest but love cavereth all sins. That 
is, such is th^ difference between hatred and love, thi^t 
where all things fire quiet, h^^^ed raises up di^turf)- 
ance, and makes men quarrel ^bout trifles; wl\en lov^ 
pacifies the nund that it fin^s provoked by real offeaceSi 
and composes all those contentioi^s for whiph tjiere was 
but too much occasion, — ^Bp. P^^tricl^. 

Prov. z. 2$. It is as sport to afoqf to do mischiefs but a 
man of understanding hath wisdom. Here the first clause 

1 Malt. XV. 9l n Matt xxI. 23— 27. 

m Matt. xvi. 1—4. <> Ibid, i^zli. 16, &g. 
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^ the due to the interpretation of the 9econd, which m%ht 
otherwise feem to he a truism without point, and suggest^ 
this as the meaning ; that a man of understanding is too 
wise to find his pleasure in injuring others : his pleasure is 
in the exercise of wisdom or piety, in which he takes far 
more delight than the wicked do ia mischief. 

So also Prov. xv. 8. The sacrifice of the wicked is an 
ahamnalion to the Lord^ but the prayer of the upright is his 
delight That is, the sacrifice of the wicked, however costly 
it may he, is an ahomination to the Lord ; but the bare 
prayer of the upright, though he be unable to bring any 
costly offerings or sacrifices, is his delight. — Dr. Wells. 

Again, Prpv. xix. 1. Better is tf^e poor that walketh ni 
hit integrity^ than he tliat is perverse in his lips, and is a 
fool^ Here a contrast is ipnplie^y though not expressed, 
betwesn the rich and the poor ; and the meaning of the 
pf9verh sterns to be, *' that a PQor m^n whQ acts sincerely, 
lind hatti no guile \ik his ipouthi is far happier, a^4 n^ore to 
b^ commeQdeds than hi^ that gathers gr^at riches by fraud 
a^ eirpu^veqtipn, which he lakes to h^ cunning, bu^ which 
will prove folly in the end." Qregofy Nazi^nzei^ applies 
it by way of acoq^modation^ tp show ho^ commendable 
simplicity is in religion, ^d in inquiries of faith as well af 
19 all things else, remarkiqgi, that: ** the Chpstian of mean 
u^^ersta^ding a^d sin^ple speech, p^or^ in discour^^ and 
reasoning! ai^4 ^now^dge, that wf^lks in his simplicityi 
relies Q^ plain simple ^ords^ is much better (and in this 
way will ^e 8a;yed as in a small opg-boat^) than a fool (for 
he ^ no better) th^t knows how to wind apd turn ev^ry 
fri^y in his discoursjei and most unlearnedly trusts to his 
demonstrations^" && See )l{a^• xi. 25 j 1 Cor. ii. 4* $1 
6, I4.r:-Bp, Pa^c^. 

2. Son^timep o^e thing is expressed in one pi^t of % 
ft^veifh and ^no^her in mi^her, and yet both are to he 
understood as applying to both parts of the Proverb. 
7hus Prov. Xf 1. A WW <o^ tnakelh a glad father^ bui 
a foolish son is the heaviness of his mother* Uere, evi- 
deiitly, both parents are to be understood in both branches ; 
as a wise son will make a glad mother, and a foolish son 
will prove a heaviness to his father (ch. xix. 13.) ; although 
one only is expressed in each branch, for the greater elegance. 
For parallel passages, see chaps, xvii. 25. X|:x. 17. 
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Proy. X. 14. Wise men lay up knowledge^ but the mouth 
of the foolish is near destruction. That is, wise men lay up 
knowledge whereby they may be enabled to speak both what 
and when it is seasonable for their own and others' good ; 
but fools are more forward to lay out than lay up, and for 
want of knowledge speak much and foolishly, so as to bring 
evil on themselves and others. Matt. xii. 35 ; xiii. 52. 



§ iv. General terms sometimes to be limited. 

Some proverbs, though expressed in general terms, are 
yet often not to be underatood without some limitation. 
Thus, 

Prov. X. 15. The destruction of the poor is their 
poverty t inasmuch as it exposes them to injuries and abuses. 
The tendency of men to despise the poor and flatter the 
rich, is also expressed Prov. xiv. 20 ; xix. 4. 7. But 
sometimes poverty is a protection, as appears in the tremen- 
dous judgment inflicted on the Jews by Nebuchadnezzar ; 
where, we are told, he burnt every great man's house, taking 
all that had property captive, but leaving the poor of the 
land to be vine dressers, &c. 2 Kings xxv. 9. 12. 

Prov. X. 27. (See also Prov. iii. 16; ix. 11.) The 
fear of the Lord prolongeth days, but the years of the nicked 
shall be shortened. It is true, as a general remark, that 
piety contributes both to the length and enjoyment of 
life ; but Abel was murdered, and Cain's life prolonged '• 
Abijah meets an early death ^, and his wicked father's life 
is prolonged to a reign of twenty-two years'. Though 
Daniel was preserved', Naboth fell a victim to his obe- 
dience '. Pious Jonathan and apostate Saul perish in the 
same battle °: "the com is cut down with the weeds, but 
to a better purpose." God inflicting judgments in some 
instances, shows He governs the world at present; by 
withholding them in others. He shows that He will judge it 
hereafter. 

Prov. xi. 15. He that hateth suretiship is sure (see also 



P Gen. iv. • Dan. vi. 

q 1 Kings xiv. 1. 13. 17. t 1 Kings xzi. 13. 

' 1 Kings xiv. 20 ^1 Sam. zzzi. 
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yi. 1 — 5 ; xvii. 18 ; xxii. 26). This is not a condemnation 
of suretiship under all circumstances, but a strong warning 
against undertaking it rashly. 

Judah became snrety to his father for his brother Ben- 
jamin ^9 and Paul to Philemon for Onesimus ^. 

Prov. xvi. 7. Wften a man's ways please the Lord, he 
mdketh even his enemies to he at peace with him. Thus 
Jacob found after prayer in meeting Esau \ And under 
the Old Testament dispensation, when temporal prosperity 
was promised as the reward of obedience, this was, as a 
general truth, remarkably illustrated in the history of the 
Israelites ; as, for instance, when all the males went up at 
the three great festivals to Jerusalem, and though sur- 
rounded with enemies, no man at that time desired their 
land^; and again, in the reigns of Solomon ^ Jehoshaphat^ 
&c. Yet though David's ways pleased the Lord, Saul was 
never at peace with him. Still more truly may this be said 
of Him who was David's son, and David's Lord. The 
apostle also warns Timothy, that all that will live godly in 
Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution **, There is, however, 
something in the meekness and love of the Christian cha- 
racter which tends to conciliate, and God not unfrequently 
does cause those graces of his Spirit to produce this effect. 
Acts ii. 47. 

Prov. xvi. 10. ^ divine sentence is in the lips of the king, 
David ' and Solomon ^ afford illustrations of this ; but Saul*, 
Nebuchadnezzar ^, Joash, king of Judah', Herod ^ are awful 
instances to the contrary. This and the two following pro- 
verbs (xvi. 12, 13.) rather express the duty of kings; and 
such modes of expression are often used in Scripture. Prov. 
xiv. 35 ; xxii. 11. Though in strange disregard of so ob- 
vious an interpretation, this is one of the texts by which the 
Romanists attempt to prove the infallibility of the Pope. 
Prov. xviii. 22. Whoso fndeth a wife, findeth a good 

▼ Gen. xliii. 9. c 2 Sam. xiv. I7. 

w Philem. 18, 19. d 1 Kings iii. 28. 

X Gen. xxxiii. 4. xxxii. 28. ^ 1 Sam. xxii. 17, 18. 

7 Exod. xxxiv. 24. • ' Dan. iii. 19, 20. 

X 1 Kings It. 24, 25. S 2 Ctiron. xxiv. 20, 21. 

» 2 Chron. xvii. 10. *» Matt xiv. 6— 10. 

to 2 Tim. iii. 12. Luke xxiii.ll. 
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thv^t and (Mainelh favour of the Lord. Manoah ^ fouud 
it SQ» but Abab ^ did not, nor Job ^ noj Jehoram "*• 

Prov. xxii. 6. TVatn up a child in the way he should go^ 
and wh^ he is oldy be will not depart from il. Pious prin- 
ciples instilled in youth, seldoni fail of operating in old i^fi. 
Moses, Samuel, Timothy, &c. are instances of it. Yet 
wicked Ahaz, one of the most dreadful examples recorded 
in Scripture of sin and its consequent punishment, was the 
son of a godly lather °, and the father of a godly son ^, 
Pious Hezekiah was the son of a wicked father, and th# 
father of a wicked son ^. Jeroboam had a pious son Abijah^^ 
^nd Samuel a Joel and Abiah ', who turned o.ut unjust 
judges, though we have no intimation, as in the case of 
£li', that he had been too indulgent to them. 

Prov. xxii. 29. Seest thou a man diligent in his Iwi^ 
ness ? he shall stand h^ore kings, he shall not stand before 
mea^ men. This cannot intend that every man diligent in 
his business shall gain introduction to the court of th9 
sovereign, but that th^re is a tendency in diligence to rai^o 
p;ien to honour. As applying to diligence in God's service 
this blessing is certw. John xii, 26 ; Matt, xxv, 21. 23. 
Se« p. 146. 

§ V. The interpretation of a Proverb not alwayA to be ooor 

^ned to the immediate subpect. 

The interpretation of a proverb is not always to be 
confined to the subject which gave rise to the maxim. 
Thus, Prov. xxv. 6, 7, is a direction to courtiers in their 
intercourse with kings. But our Lord, who evidently refers, 
in Luke xiv. 7 — 11» to these verses, applies them to the 
guests at the Pharisee's table, deducing this maxim of uni- 
versal application, " Whosoever exalteth himself shall be 
abased, and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted.'* 

8o also when we read, ch. x. 5. He that gathereth m 
summer is a wise son ; but he that sleepeth in harvest is a 
son that causeth shame ; though it refers primarily to bus* 

1 Judges xiii. 23. <> Ibid. xvi. 20. 

k 1 King! zzi. 26. P Ibid. xz. 21. 

I Job ii. 10. 4 1 Kings xiv. 13. 

m 2 Kings viii. 18. ' 1 Sam. viii. 2, 3. 

n Ibid. xvi. 1. • Ibid. iii. 13. 



CH. UI. S I.] EZPIAVATIOK OF FBOTSEBa BT OEOORAPHT. 17 

bandry, it involves a principle genonlly applicable to the 
improvement or neglect of every opportonity of doing ot 
getting good. 

Piov. xxii. 28. Remove not the aneieni landmark 
ifhieh thy faikers have Ml. What ia here said against 
xemoving the boundaries whereby one man's possessiona 
are distinguished from another's, and that by ancient con- 
sent, is applied by all sorts of writers as a caution against 
innovations. Melancthon says ; '* This precept is not ob- 
scure, if it be cited allegorically for not changing the laws 
which antiquity by grave authority hath delivered, unlesa 
there be evident necessity." — ^^Bp. Patrick. 

Frov. xxix. ?• The righteous contidereth the eamse ef 
ike poor; hut the wicked regardetk not to knoni it. This 
has a special reference to magistrates ; but the maxim ia 
equally applicable to the compassionate attention of pious 
individuals to the distresses of the poor, and the unfeeling 
diaregard to them, which is often shown by the wicked. — 
Bp. Patrick, Scott. See also ch. xxxi. 8» which, though 
its immediate reference ia to kings, admits of a more general 
application. And again, in the adaptation of such proverbs 
as chap. iii. 9, 10, to ourselves, we must remember that the 
promises of temporal blessings under the law were shadows 
of spiritual blessings under the gospel. 



CHAPTER III. 

SXPLANATIOK OF PROVERBS. 

Contents. — ( i. Explanation of Proverba by Geography. $ ii. By 
Natural History. | iii. By Manners and Customs of Eastern Na- 
tions. I iv. By the Mosaic Law. | ▼. Ezplaoadon of aome partin 
cular Proverbs 

As in other parts of Scripture, so also in the book of 
Proverbs, a knowledge of geography, natural history, the 
manners and customs of eastern nations, the peculiarities of 
the Mosaic law, &c., will throw light on the interpretation 
of a passage. 

§ 1. Explanation of Proverbs by Geography, 

Under this term is included not merely an account of the 
relative situation of places, bat a description of the climate, 
weather, &o. of the eountry. 
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Prov. i. 27. And your destruction cometh as a whirlwind. 
In eastern countries, so rapid and impetuous sometimes is 
the whirlwind, that it is in vain to think of flying ; the 
swiftest horse, or the fastest sailing ship could he of no use 
to carry the traveller out of danger. Torrents of burning 
sand roll before it, the firmament is enveloped in a thick 
veil, and the sun appears of the colour of blood. The 
Arab who conducted Mr. Bruce through the frightful deserts 
of Senaar, pointed out to him a spot among some sandy 
hillocks, where the ground seemed to be more elevated than 
the rest, where one of the largest caravans which ever came 
out of Egypt, to the number of several thousand camels, 
was covered with sand, — Paxton, vol. i. p. 269. 

Prov. X. 11. The mouth of a righteous man is a well of 
life. The discourse of a good man, like a perpetual spring 
of wholesome water, always tends to the profit, comfort, 
and refreshment of those who receive it. And again, Prov. 
XXV. 26, A righteous man falling down before the wicked, 
is as a troubled fountain, and a corrupt spring. The mean-* 
ing of which is, *' a good man is such a blessing to all about 
him, that they suffer no less when he is oppressed (and 
thrown out of authority,) by the violence and craft of 
wicked men, or when he disgraces himself by any foul sin, 
or loses his courage, and dare not oppose impiety, than they 
do when dirt and filth is cast into a public fountain, or a 
spring is stopped up or corrupted, and made useless." 

It adds greatly to the force of such comparisons to know, 
that in Judaea, where rivers were scarce, the heat intense, 
and there were long intervals without rain, public fountains 
and springs were of the greatest value. 2 Chron. xxxii. 3. 
John iv. 14. See p. 158. 

Prov. xvi. 15. His favour is as a cloud of the latter rain. 
The first or the autumnal rain, before seed-time, was to 
prepare the ground for being broken up to receive the seed; 
the latter or the vernal, before the harvest, was to fill the 
ears of com. The latter rain was indispensably requisite 
to secure the hopes of the husbandman. This accounts, 
therefore, for the great value which Solomon sets upon it in 
this proverb. — Paxton, vol. i. p. 257. Deut. xi. 14, Joel 
ii. 23. 

The remarkable effect produced by rain in those hot 
countries, is thus described by Sir T. Roe, in his voyage to 
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India : " When the ground has been destitute of rain nine 
months together, and looks all of it like the barren sand in 
the desert of Arabia, where there is not one spire of green 
grass to be found, within a few days after those fat enriching 
showers begin to fall, the face of the earth then (as it were 
by a new resurrection,) is so revived, and throughout so 
renewed, as that it is presently covered over with a green 
mantle." — Calmet's Diet., vol. iii. p. 333. 

Prov. xix. 12. But his favour is as dew upon the grass. 
In hot Eastern climates, where it rarely rains in summer, 
the copious dews which fall during the night, contribute 
greatly to the nourishment of vegetables in general. " The 
dew," says Hasselquist, speaking of the excessively hot 
weather in Egypt, ** is particularly serviceable to the trees, 
which would never otherwise be able to resist the heat ; 
but with this assistance they thrive well and blossom." — 
Parkhurst. 

Prov. XX. 4. The sluggard will not plow by reason of 
the cold. In Syria they begin to plow about the latter end 
of September, and sow their earliest wheat about the middle 
of October. The frosts are never severe enough to prevent 
their ploughing all the winter. — Dr. Russell. This places 
the sloth of the sluggard in a stronger light. 

Prov. xxvi. 1. As snow in summer^ and as rain in harvest, 
so honour is not seemly for a fool. So unseasonable and rare 
is rain at such times in Judaea, that Jerome, who lived long in 
Palestine, denies, in his commentary on Amos, that he had ever 
seen rain there in the end of June or in the month of July. 
'' So that," as Bp. Patrick remarks, " we may make this 
aphorism out of Solomon's words, that the blending of 
summer and winter would not cause a greater disorder in 
the natural world, than the disposal of honour to bad men, 
(and consequently throwing contempt upon the good,) doth 
in the moral world." 1 Sam. xii. 17. See p. 159. 

Prov. xxvii. 18. Whoso keepeth the Jig-tree, ^c. The 
design of this proverb is to encourage servants to be diligent 
and faithful. But it would not have been suggested to the 
mind of an English writer to adopt such an illustration, as 
fig-trees are very little grown in our country, and their fruit 
of comparatively little value. In Judaea, however, the fig- 
tree is very common, and so valuable, that the failure of its 
fruit was considered among the severest judgments which 
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Grod inflicted on his offendiog people. — Joel i, 6« 7. Hab. 
iii. 17. See p. 168. 

AlthQugh the fig-tree delights in a rocky an^ parched soil, 
it contains a milky, or fat, oUy liquor ; and in the Archipe- 
lago a jingle tree generally produces, if carefully attended 
to, 280 lbs. of figs.—See Paxton*s Illust. i. 348. 

Prov. xxviii, 3. A sweeping rain which leaveth no food* 
The periodical rains which follow the long-continued drought 
of summer in eastern countries, sometimes occasion a devas- 
tation unknown in our cl;mate. The rivers and brooks in 
consequence, overflowing their bounds, carry ruin into the 
most cultivated d^tricts, but especially among the dwellings 
of the poor, which, beipg usually built of mud, or of bricks 
burnt only in the sun, are the first to fall before the torrent, 
af(er involving the inhabitants in its destruction. 

§ ii. Explanation of Proverbs by Natural History, 

Frov. vi. 6 — 8. Go to the ant^ thou slu^gard^ consider 
her ways and be wise ; which, having no guide, overseer^ or 
ruler, provideth her meat in the svifnmer, and gathereth her 
food in the harvest, — See also Prov. xxx. 25. 

Their uniform care and promptitude in improving every 
moment as it passe? ; the admirable order in which they 
proceed to the scene of action ; the perfect harmony which 
reigns in tbeir bands ; the eagerness which they discover 
in runping to the assistance of the weak or the fatigued ; 
the veadines^ with which those thc^t bave no burden yiela 
the way to their fellows that bepd under their load, or 
when tl^e grain happens to be too heavy, cut it in two» 
and take the half upon their own shoulders, furnish a. 
striking example of industry, beneyolence, and concorc^i 
to the human family. Nor should the skill and vigour 
which they display in digging under ground, in building 
their houses, and in constructing their cells, nor their 
prudence and foresight in m^ing use of the proper seasopf 
to collect a supply of provision suffic^ex^t for their purpose, 
be passed oyer in silence *. 

* In our northern climate it does not appear that ants store up com, 
but remain in a state of torpidity. The habits of those ants living in 
warm climates arc probably different, though Solomon's words do not 
neeeflfsrily imply that they lay up magasine stores of grain, qi olbas 
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These and many other operations clearly show how 
instructive a teacher the ant is even to men of understands 
ing, and how much reason Solomon had to hold up its 
shining example to their imitation. Qo to the ant, thou 
sluggard^ consider her ways, not that thou may est become 
learned, but wise ; and especially wise in working out thy 
salvation, laying up durable riches while the season of 
mercy continues ; providing for that state of never-ending 
duration, when, as the Saviour Himself attests, no man can 
work. — See Parkhurst. — Paxton, Vol. i. p. 887. 

Prov. xvii. 12. Let a bear robbed of her wftelpSy ^c, 
** The female bear is eminent for intense affection to her 
young, and dreadftilly fnrious when deprived of them. 
Disregarding every consideration of danger to herself, she 
attacks, with intense ferocity, every animal that comes in 
her way, and in the bitterness of her heart will dare to 
attack even a band of armed men. The Russians of Kamts-* 
chatka never venture to ^re on a young bear when the 
mother is near ; for, if the cub drop, she becomes enraged 
to a degree little short of mkdness, and if she gets sight of 
the enemy, will only quit her revenge with her life." — 
Cook's Voyages, vol. iii. 306, quoted by Paxton, vol. ii. 
p. 117. 

These considerations give great energy to this Proverb, 
descriptive of the danger of meeting *' a fool in his folly ;" 
i. e. a furiou!!, revengeful man, under the influence of his 
impetuous passions, and his heart d^temdined on their 
immediate gratification. 

Prov. xix. 12. The king* 8 wrath is as the roaring of a 
ihn. See also ch. xxviii. 15. ^* The roaring of a lion in 
quest of his prey, resembles the sound of distant thunder ; 
and being re-echoed by the rocks and mountains, appals the 
vrhol« race of animals, and puts them instantly to flight." 
— Buffon, Nat. Hist. vol. v. p. 88. 

*' So great are the terror and dismay which his roaring 
produces, that many animals, which by their swiftness might 
escape his fbry, astonished and petrified by the sound of 
his voice, are rendered incapable of exertion."— -Bochart 

provisions, but that they prepare their bread, and gather their food, 
namelv, luch food as is suited to them in summer and harvest, that is, 
when it is most plentiful, and thus show their wisdom and prudence, by 
uting the advantages oftredtbem.— 5«e JHrftyoiui Spenee,yoh ii. p. 47* 
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Hieroz, lib. ii. cap. ii. p. 729, quoted by Paxton, vol. ii. 

p. 77. 

Prov, xxiii. 5. They fly away as an eagle toward 
heaven, "The eagle darts with amazing swiftness and 
impetuosity. None of the feathered race soar so high : in 
his daring excursions he is said to leave the clouds of 
heaven, and the regions of thunder and lightning, and 
tempest, far beneath his feet, and to approach the very 
limits of ether." — Apuleius, as quoted by Bochart, lib. ii. 
p. 170, &c. See Paxton, vol. ii. chap. x. 

The Scriptures abound with many sublime and beautiful 
allusions to this bird. Obad. 4 ; Jer. xlix. 16, &c. 

Prov. xxiii. 32. Stingeth like an adder, " The word 
rendered * sting * signifies to spread, difiuse its poison. It 
is used with singular propriety in this passage, as it imports 
to unfold, bring into activity somewhat concealed ; such is, 
certainly, the poison of a serpent, which is usually con- 
cealed in its fangs ; but when these are in action, a wound 
apparently insignificant diffuses after a while the most 
direful effects throughout the whole frame of that person 
who has been so unhappy as to have received the attack." 
— Calmet. See Acts xxviii. 6. 

Prov. xxviii. 1. The righteous are hold as a lion. 
** This noble animal has been considered as the most perfect 
model of boldness and courage in every age and among 
every people acquainted with his history. He never flies 
from the hunters, nor is frightened by their onset. But if 
their numbers force him to yield, he retires slowly, step by 
step, frequently turning upon his pursuers. He has been 
known to attack a whole caravan, and when obliged to 
retire, he always retires fighting, and with his face to his 
enemy." — Paxton, vol. ii. p. 72. See p. 170. 

Prov. XXX. 17. The ravens of the valley shall pick it out^ 
and the young eagles shall eat it, Bochart conjectures that 
the valley alluded to was Toph^t, in the neighbourhood of 
Jerusalem, which the prophet Jeremiah calls the. valley of 
the dead bodies; because the dead bodies of criminals were 
cast into it, where they remained without burial till they 
were devoured by fiocks of ravens, which collected for that 
purpose from the circumjacent country. If this conjecture 
be right, the meaning^ of Solomon will be this : he who is 
guilty of so great a crime shall be subjected to an infamous 
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punishment, and shall he cast into the valley of dead hodies, 
and shall find no grave, hut the devouring maw of the 
impure and voracious raven. — Paxton, vol. ii. chap. x. 

** It is an ascertained fact, that ravens which feed on car- 
rion commence their repast upon the eyes of the animal, 
the carcase of which they have discovered ; and it is equally 
true, that the eagles and falcons which take living prey, 
when the game is large and powerful, aim their attacks at 
the eyes, which they instinctively know to be the readiest 
way of disabling their victim." 

** Chardin was informed that down to the early part of 
the sixteenth century fierce falcons from Mount Caucasus 
were trained to fly at men in the same manner ; and he 
gives an instance of one of these birds actually putting out 
the eyes of a gentleman, so .that he died from the fright and 
pain." — ^Voyages, tome iii. p. 596. 

Frov. XXX. 26. The conies are but a feeble folk, 8^c. 
" The animal here meant is probably ' Israel's lamb,' other- 
wise called Ashkoko. Their description as a feeble folk 
may be in allusion to their feet, which appear very inade- 
quate to the work, of digging holes in the rock : their feet 
are frequently round, very pulpy or fleshy ; notwithstanding 
which they build houses on the very hardest rocks, more 
inaccessible than those of the rabbit, in which they abide 
in greater safety, not by the exertion of strength (for, in 
Solomon's words, they are altogether a feeble folk), but by 
their own sagacity and judgment." — Bruce. 

Prov. XXX. 27. The locusts have no king, yet go they 
forth all of them by bands* In Barbary and Palestine the 
locusts appear about the latter end of March. By the 
.middle of April their numbers are so increased, that in the 
beat of the day they form themselves into large and nume- 
rous swarms, fly in the air like a succession of clouds, and, 
as the prophet Joel expresses it, *' darken the sun." Some 
insects live under a regular government, and, like the bee, 
Bubmit to the authority of a chief: but the wise man 
observes, ** The locusts have no king, yet they go forth by 
bands." How just, as Paxton remarks, is this. The head 
of the column is durected by their voracious desire of food, 
and the rest follow in long succession under the influence 
of the same instinct ; but the devastations they commit afe 
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as methodical and complete as if they acted under the 
strictest discipline. 



§ Hi. Explanation of Prot^rhs by Manners and Customs 

of Eastern Nations* 

Prov. iii. 8. Health to thy navel, ^c. '' This is the 
means of preserving a good habit hoth of body and soul, and 
of remaining under all circumstances cheerful and happy. 

" Sir John Chardin remarks, that in the East it is usual 
for the most part to apply medicines externally, and espe- 
cially to the stomach. "^-Harmer, vol. iv. p. 417. 

Prov. ix. 8. She hath sent forth her maidens : ** She 
hath sent forth her attendants and ministers, persons erf 
uncorrupted purity and sincerity^ to invite men with a loud 
voice which cannot but be heard by whole cities and coun- 
tries. This expression may be illustrated by a passage 
from Hasselquist, Who, at Alexandria in Egypt, saw ten or 
twelve Women going about and inviting people to a bui* 
quet by a particular kind of cry or noise.** — Parkhurst. 

upon the highest places of the city. — " The schools 

of the prophets were seated on * high places,' as appears 
from 1 Sam. x. 5. 10, &c.) which seems to be the allusion 
here of Wisdom crying upon the highest places of the city, 
to invite those who had a disposition towards her to come 
and hear her instructions.'' — Bp. Patrick. ''Or the ex- 
pression may allude merely to the tops of the houses and 
parapets, to which it was customary to go, for the purpose 
of proclaiming any thing aloud, agreeably to the expression 
of our Savionr, ' Preach ye upon the housetops.' Matt. x. 
27.»'-_Calraet. 

Prov. xi. 21. Though hand join in hand, 4*c. — See also 
Prov. vi. 1 ; xi. 15 ; xvii. 18 ; xx. 16 ; xxii. 26 ; xxvii. 
13. ^* It was tiliual to ratify public treaties and bargains, 
and to becdtiie ittteiy for others, by the striking of hands. 
The Hindoo^ to this day ratify tin engagement by one 
person laying his right httiid on thfe hand of the other. "-^ 
Wurd's View of the History, Sec, of the Hindoos, vol. n, 
p. 328. 

The earliest trade of written InstrumentB sealed and 
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delivered for ratifying the transfer of property, occurs in 
Jer. xxxii. 10 — 12. 

Prov. xi. 22. At a jewel of gold in a swine* s snoui^ so is 
a fair woman which is without discretion. "It is the 
custom in almost all the East, for the women to wear rings 
in their noses, in the left nostril, which is bored low down 
in the middle. These rings are of gold, and have com- 
monly two pearls and one ruby between, placed in the 
ring. I never saw a girl or young woman in Arabia or 
Persia who did not wear a ring after this manner in her 
nostril." — Sir John Chardin. See Isa. iii. 21. 

" Allusion is made in the above proverb to this custom, 
as such an ornament would be very ill-placed in the snout 
of a swine, which grovels continually in the mire ; so beauty 
is equally misplaced in a woman who is without virtue 
and discretion." — Bp. Patrick. 

Prov. xiv. 4. Where no oxen are, the crib is cleans but 
much increase is by the strength of the ox, " If the fields 
lie fallow and neglected, a famine will follow ; but good 
husbandry bestowed upon them makes great plenty. Oxen 
were the principal instruments of husbandry in the East, 
but especially in Palestine, as the multiplying of horses 
was particularly prohibited to the Israelites. Deut. xvii. 
16. Oxen were employed not only in ploughing land and 
carrying home the crop, but also in treading out the com." 
Deut. XXV. 4. — Bp, Patrick. Diraock. 

Prov. XV. 17. Better is a dinner of herbs where love is, 
than a stalled ox and hatred therewith. That is, it is better 
to have peace without plenty, than plenty without peace. 
*'A dinner of herbs, or of green pottage, was the poorest 
entertainment in Eastern countries; and a stalled (or 
crammed) ox, an ox put up in a stall, and there fatted, was 
eateemed the best entertainment. See Matt. xxii. 4 ; Luke 
XV. 23." — Bochart. 

Prov. xvi. 14. The wrath of a king is as messengers of 
deathj ^c. The wrath of a king strikes terror into him 
with whom he is o£fended, no less than if the sentence of 
death were pronounced against him. 

It is usual in Turkey, when a warrant for a person's death 
is procured, for an executioner to carry it to him, and exe- 
cute it immediately. The same seems to have been the 
case in Palestine. Thus Benaiah was sent by Solomon to 

B 
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put Adonijah to death, 1 Kings ii. 25, and in the same 
manner John the Baptist was heheaded. Matt. xiv. 10. 

Frov. xvii. 19. Hn that exalteih his gate seeketh destruc" 
tion. '* At Gaza, in Palestine," says Sandys, (Travels, 
p. 1170 *' we lodged under an arch in a little court, the 
door exceeding low, as are all that helong unto Christians, 
to withstand the sudden entrance of the insolent Turks." 
To exalt the gate would consequently be to court des^ 
truction. — See p. 122. 

The Arabs are accustomed to ride into the bouses of 
those they design to harass. To prevent this, Thevenot 
tells us, (Travels, Part I. p. 181), that the door of the 
house in which the French merchants lived at Rama was. 
not three feet high, and that all the doora of that town are 
equally low. 

'* The habitation of a man in power is known by his gate» 
which is generally elevated in. proportion to the vanity of 
the owner. A lofty gate i» one of the insignia of royalty ; 
•uch is the Allah Capi at Ispahan^ and Bob Homayan, or 
the Sublime Port, at Constantinople* It must have been 
the same in ancient days : the gates of. Jerusalem, Zion, &c. 
are often mentioned in the Scripture, with the same notion 
of grandeur annexed to them." — Morier's Second Journey 
through Persia, p. 135, quoted by Burder. To exalt the 
gate, therefore, beyond what befits a man's station being 
an evidence of pride, the general sense of the proverb is, 
he who carries himself loftily and scornfully wiU bring 
upon himself destruction. 

Pro V. xvii* 23. Takelh a gift out of the bosom, ^c. " The 
Hebrews used to carry in their bosoms their purse, money, 
and all valuables. Thus perhaps the expression here 
may not be intended to convey any idea of secresy, but 
merely to mark out something precious and valuable, as 
being carried in the bosom." — Calmet. 

''The Arabs join together the two upper oomers .of their 
hykCf a garment like the plaid of the highlanders in Scot- 
land, and after having placed them first over one of their 
shoulders, they then fold die rest of it about their bodies. 
The outer fold serves them frequently instead of an apron, 
wherein they carry herbs, loaves, com, &c. There seems 
to be several allusions to this in Scripture, as rendering 
sevenfold into their bosomi &c."— Dr. Shaw. 
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Prov. XX. 26. Bringeth the wheel over them, " This is a 
metaphor to express the due punishment of the wicked, 
taken from the custom of threshing com, which in the East 
dififers essentially from the method practised in Western 
countries. In Isa. xxviii. 27, 28, four methods of threshing 
are mentioned, as effected by different instruments; the 
flail, the drag, the wain, and the treading of the cattle. 
The staff or flail was used for the grain that was too tender 
to be treated in the other methods. The drag consisted of 
a sort of frame of strong planks, made rough at the bottom 
with hard stones or iron ; it was drawn by horses or oxen 
over the com sheaves spread on the floor, the driver sitting 
upon it. The wain was much like the former, but had 
wheeh with iron teeth or edges like a saw, the axle was 
armed with iron teeth or serrated wheels throughout; it 
moved upon three rollers armed with iron teeth or wheels 
to cut the straw." — Bp. Lowth's Note on Isa. xxviii, 27. 

Prov. xxi. 1. The king*s heeirt, ^c, as the rivers of water, 
he tumeth it whithersoever he will, *^ It is not in the power 
of kings, much less of other men, either to do or design 
what they please ; but their very wills are subject to the 
great Lord of all, who diverts them as easily from what they 
intend, or inclines them to that which they resolve against, 
as the gardener draws the streams of water through the 
trenches he cuts, into what part of the ground he thinks 
good." — Bp. Patrick. See p. 135. 

Harmer thinks this probably refers to those canals formed 
in Eastern countries^ on which their fraitfulness so much 
depends. So the province of Faoume or Fiom, the richest 
province in all Egypt, owes all its fertility, according to 
Maillet, to a canal made by art in very ancient times, and 
would without it have been absolutely barren, as the want 
of keeping this canal with sufficient care has very much 
injured it. — Harmer. 

Prov. xxi. 9; In a comer of the housetop. "During the 
summer season, it was usual to sleep on the tops of the 
houses, which were flat and properly guarded by a parapet 
wall ; for which purpose, little arbours were formed in them. 
This, however pleasant in fine weather, must have been 
much otherwise in bad weather." — Harmer. 

In a wide house. Or, as the margin reads it, a 

house of society, large enough to hold several families. 
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Houses in the East are built in the form of a square, with 
an open court-yard in the midst, on each side of which are 
the apartments. Dr. Shaw (Travels, p. 207.) says, that 
the general method of building both in Barbary and the 
Levant seems to have continued the same from the earliest 
ages down to this time, without the least alteration or 
improvement. The court is for the most part surrounded 
with a cloister, over which, when the house has one or 
more stories, there is a gallery erected. From the cloister 
or galleries, we are conducted into large spacious chambers, 
of the same length with the court, but seldom or never 
communicating with each other. One of them frequently 
serves a whole family ; particularly when a father indulges 
his married children to live with him, or when several per- 
sons join in the rent of the same house. — See Ward's View 
of the Hindoos, vol. iii. p. 196. 

Prov. xxi. 17. He that loveth oil shall not be rich. Why 
not ? Oil was much used in rich feasts ; it implies, there- 
fore, that they who indulge in luxuries, seldom become rich. 
Often, says an old writer, those who once could not live 
without dainties have come to want necessaries. See p. 140. 

Prov. xxi. 20. There is a treasure to be desired, and oil 
in the dwelling of the wise, ^c. Oil is particularly men- 
tioned, partly because that was a considerable part of their 
wealth and treasures in those countries ; of which see Deut« 
vii. 13. xxviii. 40. 51; Judges ix. 9 ; Mic. vi. 15, &c. ; 
and partly to show that the wise man, through the blessing 
of God's providence, is often enabled to provide for himself 
and his family, not only the necessaries, but even some of 
the enjoyments of life. 

Prov. xxii. 22. In the gate. The gate of the city was 
where public justice was administered. Ruth iv. 1 ; see 
also Prov. xxiv. 7* He openeth not his mouth in the gate. 
"Never becomes a judge or public magistrate." — Dr. Wells. 

Prov. xxiii. 20. Be not among riotous eaters of fleshy 
^•c. *' Frequent eating of flesh or animal food, is descrip- 
tive of a ruinous, expensive way of living. They eat rery 
little meat in the East, in comparison of what we do, but 
live on milk, rice, bread, fruits, &c. For though the Is- 
raelites had flocks and herds in abundance, yet being in a 
great measure strangers to trade and manufactures, their 
patrimony smalli and they numerousi they were forced to 
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draw all their other conveniences of life from the profit they 
made of their cattle ; and, therefore, they killed very few for 
their own use/' — Harmer, vol. ii. p. 95. 

Prov. xxiii. 31 . Look not tJiou upon the wine when it is red, 
^c. " Suffer not thine eye to be tempted by beholding with 
too much pleasure the pure and grateful colour of wine, when 
it shows itself in the cup, and sparkles through the strength 
and spirit that is in it. Red wine is more esteemed in the 
Bast than white. In the Jerusalem Talmud (Tract, de Sab. 
fol. 11) it is commanded that red wine be used for the 
purpose of celebrating the passover, as being the best and 
most generous. And we are told, in the travels of Olearius, 
that it is customary with the Arminian Christians in Persia 
to put Brazil wood or saffron into their wine, to give it a 
higher colour, when the wine is not so red as they like, as 
they set little value on the white wine." — Harmer, vol. ii. 
p, 142. 

Prov. xxiv. 11. To deliver them that are drawn unto 
death, '' Perhaps this alludes to a very humane precaution, 
which, as the Hebrew writers inform us, was used in case of 
capital convictions. The condemned criminal was at once 
taken from the judgment- seat outside the town for 
execution ; and as he was led slowly along, a crier went 
before proclaiming his crime, and calling on those who 
had ought even then to allege in his behalf, to come forward. 
If any one responded to the call, the convict was led back 
to the tribunal, for the new evidence to be heard ; and still 
further, as it might occur that a person would apply to 
the judges to offer evidence while the culprit was led to 
execution, a man was stationed at the door of the court- 
house, with a linen cloth in his hand, which, when this hap- 
pened, he waved it as a signal to another man stationed at 
some distance on a swift horse, who immediately rode off 
to arrest the execution." — See Lewis's Origines Hebraeae, 
vol. i. p. 71. See p. 150. 

Prov. xxiv, IS. Eat thou honey, ^c. Honey was not only 
esteemed for its grateful flavour in those countries, but deemed 
most useful for the support of human life. See Isa. vii. 
15 ; Ecclus. xxxix. 26 ; 1 Sam. xiv. 27 ; Luke xxiv. 41, 
42. This is applied (verse 14) to heavenly wisdom, given 
** to be our spiritual food and sustenance," " sweeter than 
honey and the honey comb," and which therefore ought to 
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be our daily diet, from the beginning of our days to tbe 
end of them. John vi. 50 — 54. GaJ. ii. 120. 

Prov. xxiv. 26. Every man shall kiss his lips that 
giveth a right answer. That is, the judge that pronounces 
right judgments on the caoses brought before bim, shall be 
bad in reverence. 

" Kissing a superior is in Eastern countries a mark of 
respect. To kiss a person when appointed king was an act 
of homage. Thus Samuel, when he had anointed Saul king, 
kissed him, i. e., acknowledged him for his sovereign. 
1 Sam. X. 1. So in Ps. ii. 12, Kiss the Son, <^c., submit to 
him, worship him, love him. Bp. Pococke, when he describes 
the Egyptian compliments, tells us, that on persons taking 
any thing from the hand of a superior, or that is sent irom 
such an one, they kiss it, and as the highest respect put it 
to their forehead." — Harmer, vol. ii. page 356. 

Prov. XXV. IS* As the cold of snow in the time of harvest^ 
4*0. *' As tbe mixture of snow with wine in the sultry time 
of harvest is pleaaing and refresftdng, so a successful mes* 
senger revives the spirit of his master who sent him, and 
who was ready to faint fix>m an apprehension of £ulure. 
The practice of cooling wines with snow was usual among 
the Eastern nations. It was derived from the Asiatics and 
Greeks to the Romans. Plutarch describes the manner in 
which they preserved tbe snow, by covering it with straw 
and coarse cloths unshorn. In some hot countries it waa 
often difficult to obtain it, and they were obliged to seardi 
into tbe hollow cliffs to £ollect it. Mount Hebron, whicb 
was always covered with snow, plentifully supplied tbe 
inhabitants of the country near it, from whence it was often 
carried to Tyre. The snow of Lebanon also was celebrated 
for this use of it ; Lebanon deriving its name from the 
whiteness of the snow which even in tbe heat of summer 
covers its top." — Barry. — Harmer, vol. ii. p. 166. 

Prov. XXV. 27. It is not good to eat much honey ^ S^e. Deli- 
dous as it is to an Eastern palate, yet, taken to excess, it is 
injurious. Prov. xxv. 16. Sanutus tells ns, that the English 
that attended Edward I. into the Holy Land, died in great 
numbers as they marched in June to demolish a place, whieh 
be ascribes to tbe excessive heat, and their intemperate 
eating of fruits and honey." — Harmer, vol. ii. p. 60. 

Prov. xxvi. 8. A whip for the horse^ a bridle for the astt 
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^e. According to our English notions, we should rather 
say, a bridle for a horse, and a whip for an ass. It should 
be considered, however, that the Eastern asses, particularly 
those of the Arabian breed, are much larger, more beauti- 
ful, and belter goers than ours ; and being active, and well 
broken, they need only a bridle to guide them ; whereas* 
their horses being scarce and often caught wild, and badly 
broken, are much less manageable, and need the correction 
of the whip. And as every creature must be ruled according 
to its nature, so as some men will not be ruled by reason 
and persuasion, therefore severe treatment must be their 
portion, as in the case of Pharaoh. 

Prov. kxvi. 17* He thai passeih hy, and meddleth with 
Mirtfe^ belonging not to him^ ie like one that taketh a dog by 
the eart» Dogs of the bloodhound species were anciently 
trained in the East, not only for hunting, but for warlike 
purposes. These dogs were very dangerous, and frequently 
turned upon their masters. (See Ps. xxii* 20.) This con- 
sideration gives additional force to this proverb. Most cities 
of the east, are, to the present day, infested by a race of 
half wild dogs, which belong to no particular person, and 
by consequence have none to feed them, but which act the 
part of scavengers, and remove the carrion and garbage 
whioh would otherwise taint the atmosphere. The exposed 
dead bodies of criminals, or persons murdered, were fre- 
quently devoured by these animals. (See 1 Kings xiv. 11 ; 
2 Kings ix. 35«--a7.)— Taylor's Illustrations of the Bible 
from the Mdtifumeflts of Egypt, -p. 57. 

Prov. xxvii. 9. Ointment and perfume^ ^c. " During our 
conversation, some slaves brought a very richly ornamented 
silver tripod, filled with burning coals, upon which some 
incense was thrown, and it was presented to us to inhale the 
fragrant smoke ; and at the moment we inclined our head, 
a slave sprinkled some rose-water over us from a bottle he 
held in his left hand."— Bramsen's Tour, and many other 
references quoted by Burder. 

Probably to such a custom, so calculated to refresh and 
exhilarate, the words of Solomon have an allusion. Per- 
fumes were often burnt before persons as a mark of civil 
respect. Thus Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. ii. 46.) offered an 
oblation and sweet odours to Daniel, not as an act of reli- 
gious worship, but to show his great respect for him as a 
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prophet of that God whom he declares to be the God of 
gods. Dan. ii. 47. Dr. Pococke gives an account of aa 
English consul's waiting on the Pasha of Tripoli, on the 
pasha's /etum from a journey to meet the caravan. Sweet- 
meats, coffee, and sherbet, were brought to all, but the 
consul alone was perfumed and incensed, the pasha thus 
showing his marked respect for him. 

Maillet was received, by some of the chief officers of 
Egypt, as consul of France, in much the same way; perfume 
was put upon the coals, and the smoke of them presented to 
him. See p. 167. 

Prov. xxvii. 22. In a mortar among wheat, " Before 
there were any public mills, it was usual for those who 
could not afford the expense of a handmill in their houses, 
to beat their corn with a pestle in a mortar." — Calmet. 
The meaning is ; so incurable is the folly and wickedness 
of some men, that though to reproofs and chidings you 
should add stripes and blows, they would not grow wiser 
or better. 

" Strange as such a mode of expression might appear, 
there are traces of such a custom in the East as bruising in 
a mortar. Baron Du Tott mentions it as a punishment 
sometimes inflicted on the Ulemats, or lawyers, in Turkey; 
and again in Knolles's History of the Turks there is the 
following remark : * As for the guards of the towers who 
had let prince Coreski (a prisoner) escape, some of them 
were empaled, and some were pounded, or beaten to pieces, 
in great mortars of iron, wherein they usually pound their 
rice to reduce it to meal/" — Calmet. See p. 169. 

Prov. xxxi. 24. She maketh Jine linen and selletk itf 
and delivereth girdles unto the merchant. ** Girdles were 
much used from the peculiarity of their dress. The upper 
garment in Eastern countries was an oblong piece of cloth, 
square at the corners, having a hem or border all round, 
It was something like the plaid of a Scotch Highlander, 
about five yards long by five or six feet wide. This dress 
was fastened upon the loins by a girdle which went three 
or four times round them. One end of the girdle was 
doubled back, and sewn along the edges, thus serving for 
a purse. 

'* Girdles were oflten much ornamented, and formed an 
important article of traffic. Embroidered girdles were 
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highly valaed, especially such as were used by warriors : 
for the reward offered for the life of Absalom by Joab was 
ten shekels of silver and a girdle. 2 Sam. xviii. 11. 

** The remarkable feature, however, of this description 
of the good wife is, that she, not her husband, carried on 
traffic in linen and girdles ; but Herodotus mentions Egyp- 
tian women as employed in carrying on commerce. The 
Arabian historians allude to the same usage as still carried 
on, especially by those tribes living in the mountains. The 
men deal in wheat, barley, rice, and other productions of 
the earth ; the women in buying and selling things woven 
—cotton, thread, linen cloth." — Harmer, vol. iv. p. 343. 

§ iv. Explanation of Proverbs by the Mosaic Law* 

Prov. iii. 3. Bind them aftoi<< thy neck, ^c. (See also 
Frov. vii. 3.) Alluding to the custom of the Jews wearing 
on their foreheads and wrists the precepts of the Lord, 
written on slips of parchment, called phylacteries. 

Prov. xvii. 1. Better is a dry morsel and quietness there-- 
mih, than an house full of sacrifices with strife. When 
sacrifices were offered in the temple, it was usual for the 
person to have a feast at home with his friends on the 
remains of the animal slain. Thus a house full of sacrifices 
means a house full of good provision ; see Prov., vii. 14. — 
Calmet. 

Prov. xxi. 31. The horse is prepared against the day of 
battle^ but safety is of the Lord, A recollection of a pecu- 
liarity of the Mosaic law adds greatly to the force of this 
declaration. That peculiarity was, that while other nations 
greatly depended on their cavalry for success in battle, the 
Israelites were especially forbidden its use. Deut. xvii. 16. 
Hence Joshua houghed all the horses he took after a great 
victory (Josh. xi. 6. 9), to prevent the people attributing 
their Aiture success in battle to the use of these horses. 
Bp. Sherlock has noticed, that it is very much to be re- 
marked, that, firom the coming out of Egypt to the end of 
David's reign, the people never suffered for want of force 
and strength in war. Troops, few in number, and seem- 
ingly unfit for action, supported neither by chariots nor by 
horsemen, proved an over-match for royal armies. This 
may be verified in the instances of Gideon, Barak, Jephthah, 
and Samuel, and of all others called forth by God to save 
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his people. During this period, also, the kingdom of 
Israel was carried to its utmost height by David. He held 
the kings about hira, how gallantly soever they and their 
troops were mounted, under tribute and subjection, though 
he himself rode on a mule, and provided no better equipage 
for his son on his coronation day. 1 Kings i. 33, 34. 
Wben David looked back and meditated on this state of 
things, he might well say, " Some trust in chariots, and 
some in horses, but we will remember the name of the 
Lord our God." Fs. zx. 7 ; or as this proverb expresses 
it, The horse is prepared against the day of battle, but 
safety is of the Lord. 

The subsequent history of the Israelites presents also 
this remarkable fact, that as the princes had prospered and 
extended their dominions over great countries when they 
had neither chariots nor horses, so they were ruined and 
undone when they were strong in those forces. — Compare 
1 Kings X. 26. 28, with 2 Chron. xii. 8, 9. See p. 143. 

Frov. xxiii. 11. For their Redeemer is mighty. In the 
Hebrew it is, their ** near kinsman," to whom, aecording 
to the Mosaic Law, it belonged to avenge their wrongs and 
to recover and maintain their rights, of which see Lev. 
zxv. 25. Numb. xxxv. 12. Thus God is pleased to call 
himself, to show how much He concerns himself for the 
relief of oppressed and injured persons. — Poole. 

§ V. Explanation of some particular Proverbs. 

The remarks on the following Froverbs may assist in 
the explanation of them : 

Prov, ii« 1. Hide my commandments. That is, as men 
do their choicest treasures. Matt. xiii. 44. — Poole. Or, 
keep these precepts in remembrance, for the same end that 
com is sown and covered in the ground. Patrick. 

Frov. ii. 8. He keepeth the paths of judgment. By 
paths or ways are meant counsels and actions. By paths 
of judgment are meant righteous paths ; judgment being 
put for righteousness, as it is in Fs. xcix. 4, and the mean- 
ing is, as the next clause explains it, ** He preserves pious 
men in their integrity." Ps. xxiii. 3. See p. 55. 

Prov. ii. 13. To walk in the ways of darkness. That is, 
of sin, which is often called darkness, as Rom. xiii. 12« 
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£<ph. V, 11, because it is 'a gloomy and peirple'xed, an 
uncomfortable and unsafe way leading to eternal misery. 

ProY. idi. 18. She it a tree ofl^. This seems em allu- 
sion to the tree of life which God planted at iirst in Para^ 
<diBe, and which was to give to roan life, health, and immot^ 
tality. Sued is wisdom to those who possess it. fhe only 
restorer of that life whioh we have kst by Bin* Rev. xxii. 
d, 1 Cor. XV. 22. 

Frov. iii. 32. His secret U ndth the righteous, Tbey 
are God's friends^ to whom He familiarly imparts, eis men 
xme to do to their friends, his mind and counsels, or his 
secret favours and comforts to which other men are strangen. 
— P4>ole» Rev, ii. 17. 1 Cor. ii. 14. — See p. 59. 

Prov. iv. 18. The path of the just is as the shining 
Ught, The common course of their lives or actions is pure 
and spotless, clear and certain, safe and <?omfor table as 
light is. Thai shineth more amd more unto the perfect dof. 
Jtist men do daily more and more grow in knowledge and 
KTace and consolation, until all be perfected and swallowed 
up in glory. — Poole. See p. 61. 

Prov. iv. 24. Put away from thee « froward mouth, 
^* Never speak anything thyself con^nry to truth, honesty, 
religion ; nor listeti to, nor associate with, those who do 
to."— Bp. Patrick. Eph. iv. 26. 81. 1 Pet. ii. 1. 

Prov. V. 22. He shM he heiden with the cords of M 
4ins. Most people who follow unlawful pleasures think 
they can give them up whenever they please; but sin 
repeated becomes customary \ eustom soon engenders ha- 
bit, and habit in the end assumes the fotm of necessity ; the 
man becomes bound with his own cords, and so is led cap- 
tive by the devil at his will.-^Dr. A. Clarke. See p. 65. 

Prov. vi. 11. As one that traeelleth — as an armed fnwn. 
^ * As one that travelleth,' that is, by surprise ; * as an armed 
man,* with irresistible violence.**— Bp. Patrick. — Calmet. 

Prov. vii. 19. The goodman. Literally in Hebrew " the 
man," meaning her husband. In the eariSer English writers, 
^goodman" was a common appellation for the master of 
a ftimily. See Matt. xxiv. 43. Luke xii. 89. 

Prov. viii. 12. And find out knowledge of witty inventions, 
" That is, help men to find out (as the Spirit is said to 
intercede (Rom. viii. S6) when it helps us to do so) all 
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ingenious designs and contrivances for the glory of Gk>d 
and the good of man.'* — Poole. 

Prov. viii. 34. Waiting at the potts of my doors. Going 
to the places where true religion and piety are taught, 
cultivating all the appointed means of grace ; daily prayer« 
meditation, reading of the Holy Scriptures, and not think- 
ing their time lost in attending other public services than 
those of the sabbath. Luke ii. 25. 37. Acts ii. 42. 
xvii. 11. 

Prov. viii. 36. All they that hate me love death. "These 
words can scarcely signify anything else than the destruc- 
tion brought on the soul by eternal death.'' — ^Dr. Graves. 

Prov. ix. 10. Of the holy. Of sacred things, divine 
revelations of the holy God, and of his truth and will. 

Prov. X. 4. With a slack Itand, ^c. With a lazy hand. — 
Dr. Wells. Or the words may be rendered, the hand of 
deceit. Without diligence, honesty can scarcely be expected. 
Next unto virtue, let children be trained up to industry, 
for both poverty and fraud are commonly the effect c^ 
sloth. — Scott. — Bp. Patrick. 

Prov. X. 6. Violence covereth the mouth of the wicked. 
Their own wickedness shall violently overwhelm the wicked 
to their utter confusion. Matt. xxii. 12. Tit. iii. 11. 

Prov. X. 10. He thai tvinketh with the eye^ ^c. That 
is, he that secretly and cunningly designs mischief against 
odiers, causes much sorrow to them, and afterwards to 
himself. Ch. vi. 13. 

Prov. xi. 29. He that trouhleih his own house shall tn- 
herit the wind. ,He that brings troubles on his family by 
improvidence, or by restless desires after riches, will have 
as little satisfaction himself as though he were to seek to 
feed upon the wind. 

Prov. xi. 31. Behold the righteous shaU he recompensed 
in the earthy much more the wicked and the sinner. If God 
do not let the just and charitable men, they who are so 
useful and beneficial to the world, go without correction; 
who can think that the wicked, who is good for nothing, 
shall escape the just punishment of his many crimes.— -Bp. 
Patrick. The Septuagint, Syriac and Arabic, read this 
verse as 1 Pet iv. 18. is translated. See p. 81. 

Prov. xii. 9. He that is despised^ S^c. He is far happier 
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who makes no show in the world, employing himself in 
some inferior occupation, though he have hut one servant 
(or, as the margin reads it, is servant to himself), hut 
thereby obtains a competency, than he who glories in his 
high birth or gay attire abroad, but wants bread to eat 
when he comes home. 

Prov. xii. 12. The wicked deiireih the net of evil men. 
" The wicked man desires to employ those means of frau* 
dulent circumvention which he sees some crafty oppressors 
use to their advantage," — Bp. Hall. 

Prov. xii. 27. The slothful man roasteth not that^ ^c— * 
but the substance of a diligent, S^c. '* The slothful man, for 
want of exertion, loses even the fruit of his former labours ; 
but the diligent man sets a just value on it, and converts 
it to its proper use." — Drs. Doyly and Mant. 

Prov. xiii. 2. A man shall eat good by the fruit, S^c. — 
6tt/, i^c. — eat violence. He that speaks well of others, and 
gives them faithful counsel, shall reap the benefit thereof 
himself ; (see also ch. xii. 14.) and Uiey that perfidiously 
calumniate or deceive others, shall suffer themselves the 
injury which they design to do to their neighbours. — Bp. 
Patrick. 

Prov. xiii. 8. The ransom of a man*s life are his riches^ 
but the poor heareth not rebuke. The rich, on account of 
their wealth, are sometimes accused of. high crimes that 
they may pay a large sum to save their lives, but nobody 
takes the trouble of finding fault with the poor, or bringing 
charges against them. — Bp. Patrick. 2 Kings xxv. 12. 

Prov. xiii. 9. The Ught of the righteous^ S^c. "The 
happiness of the righteous sbines like the sun, and increases 
to their endless joy ; but the*happiness of the wicked is as 
feeble as the light of a candle, and will soon be extin- 
guished." — Bp. Patrick. Ps. xcvii. 11. Matt. xxv. 8. 

Prov. xiii. 14. The law of the wise, ^c. That is, the 
instructions of a good man, which ought to be as a law to 
him that receives diem. 

Prov. xiii. 23. Much food is in the tillage of the poor ; 
butt ^c. ** A poor man many times makes a plentiful 
provision for himself and his family out of a few acres of 
land which he manages judiciously and honestly ; but 
there is a sort of men whose larger estates are wasted either 
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for want ^of skill to improve their ground, or because tbe^ 
do not pay tbe hireling his wages.*' — Bp. Patrick. 

Prov. xiv. 3. In the mouth of the foolish is a rod, ^c^ 
" The tongue of the fool is a scourge by which his own pride 
is lashed ; but the lips of the wise are a safe defence to 
himself."— Bp. Hall. 

Prov. xiv. 8. The wisdom of the prudent is to understand 
kis way. It consists not in vain speculations, nor in curious 
prying into other men's matters, nor in canning arts of 
deceiving others, but in a diligent study of his own duty, 
and of the way to true and eternal happiness. 

. ■ But the folly of fools is deceit. The wit 

of ungodly men, which, though they account it their wisdom, 
is really their folly, is employed only in finding out ways 
of overreaching and deceiving others and themselves too.-^ 
Poole. See p. 99. 

Prov. xiv. 9. Fools make a mock, ^c. Fools laugh and 
jeer ^t those who have committed sin, but good men pity 
them, and by their kind reproofs, seek their amendments 
Or, when fools offend God they make nothing of it, but if 
good men in the least offend, they presently beg his pardott, 
and seek his grace and favour. — Bp. Patrick. See p. 99. 

Prov. xiv, 24. The irown of the wise is their riches ; 
but the foolishness of fools is foUy. Tbe first clause here 
guides to the interpretation of the last, limiting in this cftse 
the application of the term fools to rich fools ; and its 
meaning is, when men of wisdom and piety possess riches, 
they do so much good with them, that they are as a crown 
to them, enhancing their reputation, and enlarging their 
sphere of usefulness ; but such is the folly of wicked men, 
that their wealth makes them the more vUe, and serves to 
render their fblly more conspicuous. 

Prov. xiv. 30. A sound heart is the life^ ^c, A quiet^ 
honest, contented mind, conduces much to health and hap- 
piness. — Dr. Wells. Ps.cxix. 80. 2 Tim. i. 7. Seep. 108. 

Prov. XV. 4. A wholesome tongue^ ^, A sound or a 
healing tongue, which imparts sound advice, or pacifies 
anger. See p. 107. 

Prov. XV. 15. All the days of the afflicted are m/, hut 
he that is of a merry heart hath a continual feast, Afflietioii 
or poverty without a cheerful spirit renders a man's life 
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wretched, bat with it much habitual satisfaction may be 
enjoyed, even in very unfavourable circumstances. — Scott. 
By a merry heart Lord Bacon understands a good con- 
science. 

Frov. XV. 24. The way of life U above to the wise, ** He 
that is truly wise, has his affections and conversation above ; 
and in the holy way of obedience walketh to eternal life." 
— Bp. Hall. Seep. 110. 

ProY.xv. 27. He that hatethgifte^ ^c. More especially 
referring to bribes given to corrupt judgment. See Exod. 
xviii. 21 ; xxiii. 8. Deut. xvi. 19, and p. 110. 

The tempting influence of gifts on most men is refenred 
to, ch. xvii. 8. 23 ; xviii. 16 ; xix. 6 ; xxi. 14. 

Prov. XV. 30. The light of the eyes rejoiceth the heart ; 
and a good report^ ^c. The light which we see with oar 
eyes, and by the help of which we see many pleasant ob- 
jects, is a great comfort and refreshment (see Eccles. xi. 7) ; 
80 good tidings contribute to cheerfulness and health. Ps. 
Ixxxix. 15, 16. Luke H. 10. 20. - 

Prov. XV. 31. The reproof of life. Salutary reproof 
which tends to life. 

Prov. xvi. 4. The Lord hath made, ^c. God made all 
things to manifest his own glorious attributes ; and even 
wicked men, whose existence and frequent prosperity may 
seem scarcely reconcileable with the Divine perfections, will, 
in the end, be found to furnish the strongest proof of his 
long-suffering in bearing with their iniquities, and of his 
power and justice in punishing their incorrigible depravity; 
upon such men " the day of evil" will certainly come. — 
Bp. Tomline. He that wept over Jerusalem at length de- 
stroyed it. Luke xix. 41—44. He that died for sinners, is 
coming in flaming Are to take vengeance on them that know 
not God, and obey not the Gospel. 2 Thess. i. 8. See p. 1 13. 

Prov. xvi. 6. By mercy and truth iniquity is purged, d^c. 
It is not an outward sacrifice that God regards in his re- 
mission of the punishment of our sins ; but where He finds 
mercy to the poor, and uprightness of heart towards him- 
self and men, there He is graciously pleased to forbear his 
judgments ; inasmuch as these graces being wrought in us 
by his Spirit, cannot but proceed from a true faith, whereby 
our sins are purged.— -Bp. Hall. Dan. iv. 27. Luke 
xi. 41. 
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Prov. xvi. 11. All the weights of the hag are his work. 
*' That is, God requires exact justice in all our dealings, 
and therefore it is our duty to take care that the weights 
and the halance be just." — Dr. Wells. In the margin, " All 
the stones." Stones were anciently used for weights. 

Prov. xvi. 17. The highway of the upright, ^c. The 
habitual and accustomed course of the upright. 

Prov. xvi. 21. The sweetness of the lips increaseth learn" 
ing, '* He who has the powerful charms of eloquence to 
convey his mind pleasantly to others, adds a greatsr value 
to his wisdom, and makes it more diffusive as well as 
more instructive to the world." — Bp. Patrick. Eccles. xii. 
10. 

Prov. xvi. 26. He that laboureth, laboureth for himself 
for his mouth craveth it of him. The scope of this proverb 
is to urge men to diligence in their calling, from a consider- 
ation that it is for their own use and benefit. Each man's 
own mouth, as it were, beggeth him to labour, that it may 
have something to put into it for its own comfort and the 
nourishment of the whole body. See Poole. Bp. HalL 
1 Thess. iv. 11, 12. 2 Thess. iii. 10. Ch. ix. 12, enforces 
the same consideration in regard to religious instruction. 
It is for our own profit, and the mischief of profane jeers 
and scoffs at it will fall only on ourselves, not our in- 
structor. 

Prov. xvi. 27. Diggeth up evil. Prosecutes his evil 
designs with great industry, as one who searches with great 
toil after a hidden treasure. Thus Saul persecuted David, 
and the chief priests our Lord. 

Prov. xvi. 30. He shutteth his eyes, '* Expressing the 
profound study with which he contrives the ruin of others." 
— Bp. Patrick. 

Prov. xvii. 3. Thefimng'poi is for silver and the furnace 
for gold, but the Lord trieth the hearts. *The art of man 
hath found out means to prove whether gold or silver be 
pure or no ; but none can search into the secret thoughts, 
designs, and inclinations of men's souls, but the Lord ; who 
(as Siose metals are tried by fire,) many times proves and 
discovers what they are by sharp aflOiictions and troubles. 
See p. 118. Bp. Patrick. 

Prov. xvii. 17* A friend loveth, S^c. and a brother, ^e, 
A true friend becomes a brother in adversity. He was a 
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fViend before, thii makes him a brother. — Bp. Patrick. 
Seep. 121. 

Prov. xviii. 2. A fool hath no delight^ ^c. A fool will 
never take pleasure in true understanding, but all the design 
of his studies is to make a vain ostentation of wisdom to 
others.*— Bp. Patrick* Grotius. 

Prov. xviii. 8. When the wicked comethf ^c. Where- 
soever the wicked cometh, he is apt to cast contempt and 
reproach on others.— Bp. Hall. 

Prov. xviii. 4. The words of a man*i mouth, ^c. This 
sentence expresses the depth, the abundance, the clearness, 
and the force of the counsels of the wise man. — Calmet. 

Prov. xviii. 5. To accept the person of the wicked. To 
show favour or partiality to the wicked : as when the false 
evidence of the witnesses against Naboth were for Jezebel's 
sake accepted. 

Prov. xviii. 8. The words of a talebearer are a» wounds, 
and they go down into the innermost parts of the belly, A 
whisperer of false stories makes a great show of harmless- 
ness, if not of love and kindness, when he backbites others, 
nay, seems perhaps to do it very unwillingly, with great 
grief of heart, and not without excuses for the persons 
from whom he detracts ; but his words give them the most 
deadly wound, and sink deep into the mind of those that 
hear them.— Bp. Patrick. 

Prov. xviii. 0. Is brother to him, ** Is little better than 
he that is a great spender ; he equally consumes the estate 
with which he is entrusted."— -Bp. Hall. Sloth and ex- 
travagance are nearly related. 

Prov. xviii. 10. The name of the Lord^ ^c. That is, the 
Lord, as He hath revealed himself in his works, and especially 
in his Word, by his promises, and the declarations of his 
infinite perfections, and of his good will to his people.— 
Poole. £xod. xxxiv. 6 — 7. See p. 124. 

Prov. xviii. 20. A man's belly shall be satined with the 
fruit of his mouth. Wise and edifying discourses tend to 
the comfort and satisfaction of the speaker as well as to 
the good of the hearer. — Poole. 

Prov. xviii. 21. Death and l\fe are in the power of the 
tongue, and they that love it shall eat the fruit thereof. It is 
a great power which the tongue hath, whether for life or 
death ; good words tend to life, evil unto death, whether 
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to ourselves or others ; and according as a man would 
rather to improve it, so shall it speed with him either way. 
— Bp. Hall. This latter clause may intend either a caution 
against the love of talking, see Prov. x. 19. Jam. i. 19, 
or that men will receive either good or evil^ as they accus- 
tom themselves to speak well or ill. Eccles. x. 12-^14. 
See p. 126. 

Prov. xix. 2. He that hasteth — ainneth. ** ' He that 
hasteth, stumbleth or falleth.' He that comes rashly to bis 
determinations, without weighing all the circumstances, 
cannot but stumble and err." — Bp. Hall. Neglect from 
inconsiderateness, want of attention, and looking about to 
see what we have to do, being often attended, as Bp. Butler 
has remarked, with consequences as dreadful as any active 
misbehaviour from the most extravagant passion. See dlso 
ch. xviii. 13, and p. 128. 

Prov. xix. 10. Delight w not seemly for a fool, much 
less for a servant to have rule over princes, A foolish man 
is unable to make a good use of pleasures, often destroying 
himself by them ; but power is still less suited to a man of 
low origin and base disposition, who is intolerably insolent 
when he can domineer over his superiors. See also cfa, 
XXX. 22. Eccles. x. 6, 7* No man is €t to govern another 
who cannot gov^em himself. 

Prov. xix. 22. The desire of a man is his kindness, i. e. 
of the poor man expressed in the next clause. The hearty 
will and desire of being kind or liberal to others in neces* 
sity, is all the kindness which a poor man can show, and 
is accepted of God, and should be owned by men as a real 
kindness. 2 Cor. viii. 12. Poole. 

■ And a poor man is better than a liar. If 

a wealthy man promise much and perform nothing, a poor 
man who is unable to undertake or perform is better than 
he. — Bp. Hall. See p. 129. 

Prov. xix. 27' That eauseth to err from the words of 
knowledge. ** By ' the words of knowledge ' we are here to 
understand, generally, the precepts of virtue and religion ; 
and the sum of the advice given is, that we should be careftil 
to guard against the arts and insinuations of such as set 
themselves up for teachers of infidelity and irreligion, who 
with a show of wit, genius, eloquence and learning, en^ 
deavour to argue young persons out of their religious 
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scrnples, and excite their eontempt of their pious parents, 
or minister, under the pretence of enlarging their minds, 
and freeing them from the shackles of prejudice and super«- 
atition.*' Mark iv. 24. Lukeviii. 18. Isa.viii. 20. Bp. 
Sherlock. Scott. 

Prov. XX. 10. Divers weights, ^c« See also ch. xx. 23« 
That is, one set of weights and measures to buy with, and 
another to sell with, &c. are an abomination to the Lord ; 
and under these is included all manner of fraud and deceit 
in commerce and trade. ** Indeed, the strong language of 
Scripture in many places on this subject, demands the most 
serious consideration of all persons engaged in buying and 
aelling." — ^Scott. 

Prov. XX. 11. Even a child is known by his doings, ^c. 
''It is not difficult, by the conduct and disposition of a person 
in childhood, to judge what is to be hoped or feared of him 
in riper years; either good or evil begins to show itself 
betimes." — Bp. Hall. 

Prov. XX. 12. The hearing ear and the seeing eye^ the 
Lord hath made even both of them, Thefte are ears which 
hear not, and eyes that see not ; hut if a man have an 
hearing ear and a seeing eye, he is doubly bound to Ood, 
both for his sense and the improvement of it. — Bp. Hall. 
We are here reminded that we derive from God all that 
we have and all that we are; and that, therefore, none 
ought to take glory to himself for any excellent qualities 
of mind or body which he may possess* — Calmet* See 
p. 182. 

Prov. XX. 25. It is a snare to the man who devoureth, ^c. 
*' A man vows in his distress to give something to God, but 
having obtained his desire, studies how he may be loosed 
from his obligation.*' — Bp. Patrick. Eccles. v. 4, 5. The 
evasions men often use with their own consciences, show 
how deceitful the heart of man is. 

Prov. xxi. 4. The ploughing of the wicked. The designs 
and contrivances of the wicked, or the common and in 
themselves lawful actions of their life, partake of sin, be- 
cause nothing they do ia £rom a right motive. See Prov. 
X. 16. 

Prov. xxi. 6. Is a vanity tossed to and fro, ^c. *' Is not 
more durable than heaps of chaff or clouds of smoke, whieh 
are soon dissipated by the wind." — Bp. Patrick. 
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ProT. xxi. 8. The way of man %b f reward and strange; 
hut as for the pure his work is pure. As a man is, so are 
his works. Man by nature being estranged in heart from 
God, (Rom. viii. 7*) the coarse of his life will be one of 
ungodliness, (Gal. v. 19 — 21); while the truly converted 
man will show the purity of his heart by the holy fruits of 
the Spirit in his life. Gal. v. 22 — 24. See Patrick. Poole. 
See p. 139. 

Prov. xxi. 16. The man that wandereth out of the way 
of understanding shall remain in the congregation of the 
dead. This proverb shows their imminent danger of final 
apostacy, and of condemnation to eternal death, who turn 
aside from the truth. (2 Pet. ii. 20, 21. Heb. vi. 4—8.) 
It furnishes a solemn caution to the children of pious 
parents. The word congregation seems to intimate the 
multitude who do evil, and the increased danger, therefore, 
of following them. Matt. vii. 13. See p. 140. 

Prov. xxi. 25. The desire of the slothful killeth him. 
" The unsatisfied desires of the slothful wear him out : or 
refusing to labour, he is tempted to plunder, and so comes 
to an untimely end. He thinketh to live by wishing and 
desiring all things ; but will take no pains to get ought." 
— Scott. 

Prov. xxii. 2. The rich and poor meet together. " The 
obvious meaning of this proverbial speech is, that the 
rich and poor are mingled or rather associated together as 
members of the same community, under very different cir- 
cumstances, indeed, as to their outward appearance and 
condition, but with a manifest equality as to their nature 
and origin : ' thd Lord is the maker of them all,' order- 
ing their present inequality for their mutual good." — See 
Dean Moss. 

Prov. xxii. 9. He that hath a bountiful eye, ^c. " He 
who freely gives, and delights to afford pleasure to others ; 
opposed to him who has an evil eye. Is thine eye evil^ ^c. 
Matt. XX. 15." — Calmet. 

Prov. xxii. 16. And hethatgiveth to the rich. " He that 
giveth to the rich and powerful, to induce them to wink at 
his oppression of others." — Dr. Wells. 

Prov. xxii. 27. If thou hast nothing to pay, ^c. Inti- 
mating that if you have been so foolish as to become surety 
beyond what you were worth, the creditor will become so 
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angry at your deception as to proceed to extremities against 
you. 

Prov. xxiii. 2. Put a knife to thy throat, **Be careful, by 
all meansi to restrain thy wanton appetite, if thou be a man 
given to please thy palate/' — Bp. Hall. ** This is a bold 
Eastern phrase, expressive of the absolute necessity of re- 
straining the appetites, and intimating that there is as much 
danger in indulging them, as there is in running against a 
knife applied to the throat/'— Dr. Durell. Matt, xviii. 
8, 9. See p. 146. 

Prov. xxiv. 6. A w%$e man u strong t ^c* Able by wis- 
dom to do greater things than others can accomplish by 
their own strength. — Poole. Ch. ix. 10. See p. 149. 

As illustrating the superiority of wisdom over natural 
force, or, as Lord Bacon expresses it, that '* knowledge is 
power,'' may be noticed the invention of the inclined plane, 
the wedge, the screw, the pulley, the lever, and the steam 
engine, by which one man can do the labour of a hundred, 
or even a thousand men. 

Prov. xxiv. 27* Prepare thy work without^ ^c. **Qet thy 
estate in good order, and then go and build thy house." — 
For if the house be built, and the land neglected, another 
man will be likely to possess both of them. Take care to 
furnish yourself with such things as are necessary, before 
you procure such things as are for ornament and comfort. 
Prefer a mean habitation to going in debt. 

Prov. XXV. 8. The heaven for height^ and the earth for 
depth, and the heart of hinge is unsearchable, -^Thin pro- 
verb suggests a caution against rash condemnation of the 
counsels and designs of those in authority, from it being as 
impossible often for persons in private stations to form a 
just judgment on the subject, as it is exactly to discover the 
height of heaven, or the depth of earth, or discern what is 
contained in them. 

Prov. XXV. 16. A soft tongue breaketh the bone. A 
gentle and submissive answer is generally the most effectual 
to soften the hardest heart. See p. 166. 

Prov. XXV. 20. As vinegar upon nitre, ^c. By the 
natron or nitre of the ancients is not meant what we now 
call nitre or saltpetre, but the mineral alkali called soda by 
chemists, which occasions a strong fermentation with all 
adds. Thus, in the passage before us, the unsuitableness 
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of the singing of songs to a heavy heart, is very finely com- 
pared to the opposition which subsists between vinegar and 
nitre. — Dr. Shaw. See p. 157. 

Prov. XXV. 22. Thou shall heap coals of fire ^ <5'C. If 
he have the least spark of goodness in him, it will work a 
change in his mind, and make him throw off all his enmi- 
ties ; or, if it have the contrary effect, he shall have so 
much the sorer punishment, and thou shalt not lose thy 
reward, which the Lord Himself will give thee. — ^Bp. 
Patrick. 

The metaphor -seems to be taken from founders, who 
melt the hardest metals by heaping coals of fire upon them. 
— Poole. 

Prov. xxvi. 2. As the bird by wandering, as the swallow 
by flying f so the curse causeless shall not come* The mean- 
ing of this proverb has been variously explained. Curses 
which fiy out of men's mouths causelessly, shall no more 
fall where they intend, than a swallow which wanders uncer* 
tainly, or a dove which flies away swiftly will settle accord- 
ing to their direction. — fip. Patrick. See p. 160. 

Evils, natural or moral, owe not their being to chance, 
like the accidental flight of birds in this or that direction, 
but are all directed by the will of an all-wise and superin- 
tending Providence. — Dr. Durell. 

Prov. xxvi. 6. He that sendeih a message by the hand of 
a foolt cutteth off the feet and drinketh damage. He that 
sends a message by an indiscreet or wicked person, puts 
himself to much pain, disables himself, and retards his 
affairs. Drinking, in Scripture, denotes the plentiful doing 
or receiving of any thing. Job xv. 16. They who are 
greatly afiiicted, are said to drink the cup. See p. 160. 

Prov. xxvi. 7. The legs of the lame are not equals so is 
a parable in the mouth of fools, ** A wise saying as ill be- 
comes a foolish or ungodly man, as dancing does a cripple ; 
for as his lamenesi* never so much i4)pears as when he 
would seem nimble, so the other's folly is never so ridicu* 
lous as when he would seem wise." — Bp. Patrick. 

Prov. xxvi. 8. As he that hmdeth a stone in a sling, so is 
he that giveth honour to a fool. The honour bestowed upon 
a foolish or ungodly man is thrown away as a stone is from 
a sling ; or as be that putteth a precious stone in a heap of 
stones. (See margin.; The precious stone, in the one 
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case, and the honour in the other, is thrown away and lost. 
-^•Dr. Durell. Parkhurst. See p. 160. 

Prov. XX vi. 25. There are seven abominations in his 
heart. That is, a great variety of secret wickedness in his 
heart. — Bp. Hall. See p. 162. 

Seven is sometimes put in Scripture for many, a great 
number. Thus, Prov, xxvi. 16, the sluggard is wiser in 
his own conceit than seven men that can render w reason ; 
that is, than many wise men. Amos often repeats, ** I 
will not pardon tlie seven ;" that is, the numerous sins of 
Damascus, of Edom, of Gaza, of Tyre, of Ammon, &c. 
Amos i. 3. 6. 9. 13. ii. 4. 6. — Calmet. 

Prov. xxvii. 14* He that blesseth his friend, ^c, " That 
is, lavishes on him flattering and unseasonable commenda- 
tions.*' — Dr. Isham. Jer. xxviii. 

Prov. xxvii. 19« As in water ^ face answereth to faee^ 
so the heart of man to man^ A man may see himself while 
he looks upon other men, aa well as know other men, by 
considering his own inclinations. — Lord Bacon. Ps. xxxiii. 
15. See p. 169. 

Prov. xxvii. 20. HeU and destructionf ^c. Meaning 
the grave, the state of the dead. So the et^s of man, ^c. 
"So the eyes of man, and also his desires, are never satisfied, 
but require some new object to please them." — Dr. Wells. 

Prov. xxvii. 26. The goats are the price of thefeld, ^c. 
** ' Are for the price of the field ;' by selling thy goats thou 
wilt pay for the cultivation of thy land, or purchase it for 
thyself."— Calmet. 

Prov. xxviii. 5. Understand all things. Understand all 
that is necessary for the discharge of their present duty to 
Grod and man, and for the attainment of eternal happiness. 

Prov. xxviif. 12* A man ij hidden* Good men are forced 
to hide themselves, as waa the case with Samuel, when 
Saul became wicked. 

Prov. xxviii. 17' A mton that doeth violence to the blood, 
of any person^ shall fiee to the pit ; let no man staiy him* 
He that takes away the life of any man unjustly, shall 
i^eedily be destroyed, being pursued by vengeance and 
the horrors of a guilty conscience ; none shall attempt to 
save him. Gen. ix. 6. Exod. xxi. 14. Numb. xxxv. 31. 
— Poole. See p. 174. 

Prov. xxviii. 21. To have respeci of persons is not goodffor 
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Jot a piece of bread that man will transgress. On this verse 
Lord Bacon remarks, that men may be bribed by something 
else besides money to pervert justice. Easiness of humour 
in a judge is more pernicious than the corruption of bribes. 
.... One person shall be respected as his countryman, 
another as an ill-tongued man, another as a rich man, 
another as a favourite, another as commended by a friend, 
&c. and thus for a very slight matter, as it were for a bit of 
bread, judgment is perverted. Ch. xviii. 5 ; xziv. 23. 

Prov. xxviii. 24. Is the companion of a destroyer. " Is, 
for the heinousness of his sin, in the next degree to a mur- 
derer."— Bp. Hall. 

Prov. xxix. 9. Whether he rage or laugh, there is no 
rest, *' Whether a wise man deal with him seriously and 
severely, or jestingly, he will not be able to prevail, either 
for his own peace or the other's reformation." — Bp. Hall. 

Prov. xxix. 12, If a ruler hearken to lies, all his ser- 
vants are wicked, " When flatterers, slanderers, and false 
teachers are encouraged by the prince, good men either 
retire or are driven from employment under him, so that all 
affairs come into the management of the most unprincipled 
men in the nation, to the irreparable disgrace and injury of 
both prince and people." — Scott. 

Prov. xxix. 13. The poor and the deceitful man meet toge- 
ther, the Lord lighteneth both their eyes. See also ch. xxii. 2. 
The debtor and the usurer, the poor and those who defraud 
and oppress them, meet both together, and the Lord causeth 
his sun to shine on them both, maintaining them both in 
life, doing good outwardly even to the worst deserving. 
This should lead us to admire the long-suffering of dod^ 
and to pity and bear with each other. See Bps. Hall, Patrick. 

Prov. xxix. 18. Where there is no vision the people perish. 
When there are none to instruct the people aright, and ex- 
pound the word of God faithfully to them. Prophets were 
anciently called seers, t. e, men who see further than others 
into divine things. 1 Sam. ix. 9. This maxim strongly 
inculcates the duty of sending missions, and especially of 
providing for the religious instruction of those in our own 
country. See p. 179. 

Prov. xxix. 19, A servant^ ^c, " A slave and one that 
is of a servile nature is not to be amended by reason and 
persuasion ; though he hear, and understand too, what you 
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say, he will not obey, till he be forced to it by more rigorous 
treatment." — See Bp. Patrick. 

Prov. xxix. 21. He that delicately bringeth up, ^c, 
'' He that expresses too much tenderness fbr a servant, 
thereby makes him become saucy, so that he will at last 
assume too much authority." — Dr. Wells. 1 Cor. vii, 20. 
Eph. vi. 5. 

Prov. xxix. 24. Haieth his own souL " Brings upon 
himself the same guilt with the thief himself." — Bp. 
Patrick. 

He heareth cursing and bewrayeth it not, ** He 

heareth men urge with oaths respecting the theft, and yet 
keeps his wicked counsel, and discovers not the malefactor." 
Bp. Hall. 

Prov. xxix. 26. But every man^s judgment comethfrom 
the Lord. '' Men eagerly solicit the favour and protection 
of princes, but they forget God, who is the Judge supreme 
both of prince and people." — Calmet. 



To make it easy to refer to any Proverbs explained in 
this chapter, the reader is directed to the General Index, 
p. 205. The intention of the writer, in arranging the 
Proverbs as they occur in the first four sections, was to 
illustrate to the young the importance of a knowledge of 
geography, natural history, manners and customs of eastern 
nations, and of the Mosaic Law, &c., in the study of the 
Bible generally, by showing its value even in one of those 
parts of Scripture where they might have thought some of 
those topics were least applicable. — All knowledge may 
become, through the divine blessing, subservient to divine 
knowledge, — as the bee gathers honey from every flower. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 

Contents :— § 1. Part I. Chap, i — ix. § 2. Part II. Chap, x — 
xxii. 16. § 3. Part III. Chap, xxil 17— xxiv. § 4. Part IV. 
Chap. xxT — ^xxix. § 6. Part V. Chap. xxx. xxxi. 

A FAMILIAR acquaintance with the Book of Proverbs being, as 
already alluded to, of so much importance to the young, it is 
hoped the following mode of treating it may promote this ob- 
ject. The association of a proverb with a suitable example 
from Scripture, having the benefit of — aiding the memory in 
retaining it — giving a clearer idea of its meaning — and leading 
to a profitable comparison of Scripture with Scripture. 

In reference to the use to be made of this Chapter, the fol- 
lowing hints are offered : — 

1. The tract may be g^ven to the pupil, and he may be re- 
quired fully to inform himself on all that is said on any 
one or more of the Proverbs, with a view to a subsequent 
examination on such portion. Or, 

2. A class with their bibles in their hands, may be required 
to refer to any particular proverb, which, having been read 
and explained, the question may be asked, Can you give any 
examples from Scripture illustrating this proverb ? And an 
appropriate example, which has not been noticed in the 
tract, may perhaps occur to one or other in the class. Such 
previous inquiry, whether it issue in this result or not, will 
tend to prepare the mind for greater attention to the illus- 
trations actually given, and which may then form the sub- 
ject of investigation. 

The References in the third column are intended to suggest 
the practical improvement to be derived from the proverb ; — 
a subject never to be lost sight of, as without the personal 
application of Scripture to our own state and circumstances, 
a knowledge of its hi8to|ry is of comparatively little use *• 



* For ftufher raggettions, tee p. 184. 
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Proverbs, 

Ch. i. 5. 
A wise man will 
hear^ and will in- 
crease learning; 
and a man of un- 
derstanding shall 
attain unto wise 
counsek. 



i.7. 
The fear of the 
Lord is the begin- 
ning ofk no wledge ; 



§ 1. PART I. CHAP. I—IX. 

Illustrations from Scripture. 

The Apostles. Many would not hear 
our Lord, and others who had professed 
themselves our Lord's disciples, offended 
by what they could not immediately un- 
derstand, turned away, John vi. 60. 66 ; 
but the Apostles, though often perplexed, 
often reproved by our Lord, and some- 
times sharply, continued with him. Luke 
xxii. 28, They increased in learning, and 
attained such a knowledge of the myste- 
ries of the gospel, as to be able to instruct 
many others in the knowledge of it Matt, 
xiii. 11 — 16 ; Acts i. 8 ; ii. 

The Ethiopian nobleman^ though so 
superior in religious knowledge to most 
of his countrymen, did not think himself 
too wise to learn even from a stranger 
much his inferior in rank, Acts viii. 
27-39.t 

They of the circumcision, who con- 
tended with Peter, showed a mind open 
to conviction, and obtained by it a clearer 
knowledge of the gospel Acts xi. 2 — 18. 

Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence 
and abilities, and a Roman of high rank, 
heard Paul, a despised Jew, and became 
a Christian. Acts xiii. 7* 

The Bereans, Acts xvii. 11, 12. 

Apollos, though an eloquent man, and 
mighty in the Scriptures, and already 
instructed in the way of the Lord, did 
not disdain further instruction, and in so 
doing greatly increased his own know- 
ledge and usefulness, Acts xviii. 24 — ^28 ; 
1 Cor, iil 6. {See p. 86.) 

Abraham made the fear of the Lord 
the foundation of the education of his 
children, and the instruction of his 
household. Oen, xviii. 19. 

Eunice thus brought up Timothy. 2 
Tim, i. 6 ; iii. 15. 



PraetiealRs- 
markt and 
Referencta, 

See * on 

Prov. zii. 15. 

Prov. ix. 9. 
Jobxxviii.28< 
Jam* 1* 19. 
Litany— 

" That it 
may please 
Thee to give 
to all thy peo- 
ple increase 
of grace to 
hear meekly 
thy word, to 
receive it 
with pure af- 
fection, and 
bring forth 
the fruits of 
the Spirit.*^ 
Pa. cxix. 34. 



"If our stock 
ofknowledge 
be not in- 
creasing, it 
ii wasting." 



Prov. viil. 
18; ix. 10; 
xxiii. 17. 



but fools despise Cain, Gen. iv. 6—8. 



* 'Where the word " see" is thus used in the column, it refers to a proverb illus 
trated in this chapter, 
t This new csnvert planted a flooriahinir chuich in Ethiopia. Irtnaus, Xusebius . 

c2 
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Proverbs, 

wisdom and in- 
struction. 



Ch. i. 8, 9. 
My son, hear 
the instruction of 
thy father, and for- 
sake not the law 
of thy mother : for 
they shall be an 
ornament of grace 
unto thy head, and 
chains about thy 
neck. 



ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BT [Ch. 1. 8, 9, 

Illustrations from Scripture, References^ 8fc, 

Eli's sons, Hophni and Phineas, 1 Sam, P«- czi. 10. 
ii. 25 ^^'' 1^*23,24. 

Rehoboam, the son and successor of « f^om 
Solomon, 1 Kings xii. 13. contempt of 

The Athenian philosophers, Acts ***y7®t 
vvi? Ifi r r 7 good Lord, 

xvii. lo. deliver u«." 

The Jews and Greeks, who rejected 
the gospel, 1 Cor, i. 23, 24. 



As Abraham was very careful in the 
religious instruction of his children. 
Qen. xviii. 19 ; so Isaac is an instance of 
a son attending to it. He walked before 
God as his father Abraham had done. 
Gen, xlviii. 15. A remarkable instance 
of his obedience to his father was his 
suffering himself to be bound on the 
altar, he being then more than twenty 
years old. Gen. xxii. 9. He was highly 
honoured by God, who established his 
covenant with him. Gen. xxvi.3 — 5 ; and 
speaks of himself as the God of Isaac. 
Qen. xxviii. 13. 

Moses, as the adopted son of Pha- 
raoh's daughter, was soon exposed to 
the contamination of an idolatrous court, 
but the over-ruling providence of God 
appointing (Exod. ii. 7 — 9.) that his 
earliest years should be spent with his 
parents Amram and Jochebed, who it 
appears from Heb. xi. 23. were pious ; 
he forsook not their instructions in after 
years, but through God's grace followed 
in the steps of their faith, was ena- 
bled to esteem the reproach of Christ 
greater riches than the treasures of 
Egypt, Heb. xi. 24—26, and became 
the honoured instrument of delivering 
the Church of God from her house of 
bondage. 

Samuel, the pious child (1 Sam. i. 28.) 
of a pious mother, was highly honoured. 
15am.iii. 19— 21. 

Solomon, while he continued obedient 
to his father's advice (1 Chron. xxviii. 9.) 
greatly prospered, I Kings iv. 29, 30; 
2 Chron. ix. 8, but dishonour and trou- 
ble overtook him when he forsook it. 
1 Kings xi. 5—11. 

Timothy, instructed by his mother 
Eunice, 2 Tim. iii. 15, was early distin- 
guished for his piety, Jets xvi. 1, 2, and 



Prov. ill. 
1—4; vi. 20 
—23; XXX. 
17. 

See on 
Prov. viii. 
17; xxiU. 22. 



The sub- 
itance of a 
child's duty, 
and the foun- 
dation of his 
happiness 
lie in these 
two rules 
laid down in 
Prov. i. 7—9, 
namely, to 
fear God and 
to honour his 
parents. 



to i. 28.] 
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Prwtrbi, 



Ch. i. 10. 
My ion, if sin- 
ners entice theOi 
consent thou not. 



lUuitraHomfrom Seripture, Rtfer$net»t tfc. 

became eminent in the Church, as ap- 
pears from Paul's tw^o Epistles to him, 
and his Joining his name with his own in 
six other Epistles.* 



i. 20. 
Wisdom crieth 
without. 

(Explained p. 7>) 



L23. 
Turn you at my 
reproof I behold I 
will pour out my 
.Spirit unto you, I 
will make known 
my words unto you. 



).28. 
Then shall they 
call upon me, but 
I will not answer. 
They shall seek me 
early, but they shall 
not And me. 



Adam, Oin. ili. 6. 

The prophet of Judah, 1 Kingt xiii. 
lft-10.24; * 

Jehoshaphat, enticed by Ahab to go 
to Ilamoth-Gilead, where he nearly lost 
his life. 1 Kifigt xxii. 4 ; 2 Chron, xviii. 
2} Prov, xvi. 29} and again by Aha- 
ziah, which proved the destruction of 
his fleet, 2 Chron. xx. dft^S7. 

Joseph's firmness, Otn. xxxix. 0. 

Micaiah, 1 Kingt xxii. 18, 14. 

Peter, Act» viii. 18. 20. 

The publicity given to the gospel by our 
Lord, John xviii. 20 ( and by his Apostles, 
Matt, X. 27 i Rom, x. 18; Col, i. 6. 

The manifold instructions of wisdom 
also appear in the dictates of our own 
consciences, in the laws of Ood, in the 
mouth of his ministers, in the admoni- 
tions and example of good men, and in 
the course of God's providence, especially 
as exhibited in the Bible, Rom, xv. 4 ; 
2 Tim, iii. 16, 17. 

On the day of Pentecost many of the 
cruciflers of our Lord turned at the re- 
proof of Ood's word, preached to them 
by the Apostles, and received the gift of 
the Holy Ohost, as foretold by the pro- 
phet Joel, cb. ii. 28. Aett ii. 80—42 } 
Z$ch, xii. 10. 

The world before the flood, and the 
Jews, as referred to by Isaiah, not turn- 
ing at God's reproof, the Holy Spirit 
was withdrawn irom them. Qen, vi. 8 ) 
Ita, Ixiii. 10. 

The Jews, as referred to by Isaiah, 
i. 18; by Jeremiah, xi. 11 \ by Hosea, v. 
6 t bv Micah iii. 4 1 by Zechariah vii. 
13 1 by our Lord, John vii. 84. 

The twenty-Ave men whom Eseklcl 
saw in a viiion worshipping the sun, 



Sseon 
Prov. xlil. 
20. 

Prov. II. 
10—23. 
£ph. V. 11. 

Collect for 
the 18th Sun- 
day ifter 
Trinity. 



Prov. vili. ; 
ix. 1-0. 
Pi. Ixvli. 
Prayer for all 
oonditlona of 
men. 

Third Col- 
lect for Oood 
Friday. 
Heb. xll. n. 



Communion 
Service : 
" Hear what 
oomfortable 
wordi our 
Saviour 
ChriRt lalth 
to all that 
truly turn to 
]{lm,"ftc. 
Matt. xl. 28. 
Lam. v. 21. 



Pi. Ixvi. 18. 
Collect for 
A%\\ Wednti* 
day, and In- 
troductory 
Sentenoei, 
at Morning 



* Eroleilaitloal hlitory oonflrmi thli account, speaking of him as Blihop of 
Ephesus. 

o3 
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Proverbs, lUuttraHontJrom Scripture. RefereneeSf Sfc. 

at the door of the temple of the Lord. Prayer, 

£«». vui. 16-18. *;-tog^,. 

tion of mind 
in which we 
ought to call 

Ch.i.30,31. "'»"*^- 
They would none The Israelites ; when lusting for flesh, see on 
of my counsel; Numb. xi. 4. 20 ; Ps. cvi. 13 — 15; when Prov. v. 22; 
they despised all invading the land of Canaan, after they Ej?^^^ ^s' 
my reproof: there- had been forbidden by Moses, Numb, xiv. Qenerai Con- 
fore shall they eat 44,46. Their self-will, in rejecting Sa- fesaion: 
of the fruit of their muel, and desiring a king, 1 Sam, viii. 7» 1* y* **J^* 
own way, and be 19 : contrast their distress at Gilgal, 1 much^e^^ 
filled with their Sam, xiii. 6^-19 ; and their defeat at devicei," ftc. 
own devices. Gilboa, under Saul, 1 Sam, xxxi. 7 : with Litany: « We 

their prosperous state under Samuel, 1 J^h^'nj^' 

Sam, VI I. 13. ^ &c.tumfi:om 

The avarice of the Jews, in not keep- as all those 

ing the sabbatical year, by leaving the evils that we 

land one year in seven uncultivated, for JJudy^v* 

the benefit of the poor, and releasingtheir deserved," 

brethren from personal slavery and debt, fto. 
led to their being deprived, for more than 
seventy years, of the produce of their 
land, and being themselves taken as 
slaves to Babylon, Lev. xxv. 1 — 7 i Exod. 
xxi. 2 ; Deut, xv. 1, 2 ; 2 Chren, xxxvL 
21. 

Saul consulting the witch of Endor. 
and the notice he in consequence re- 
ceived of his own destruction, 1 Sam. 
xxviii. 7. 16—20. 

L32. 

The turning away 1^^ imminent danger in which the geeon 

of the simple shaU "ch young man appears of falling short SSb *m 72— 

slay them, of heaven. Mark x, 1 7—25. u . ^j, j^ i, . 

Z. 88, 89. 

and the prosperity The Israelites, Deut, xxxiL 16—26 ; l>^nt. yiU. 

of fools shall de- Hotea xiiL ft— a Utany— " in 

stroy them. Babylon, Ita. xlvii. 7 — ^' all tune of 

Moabatease. /er. xlviii. 11. 16. our wealth, 

Sodom , Ezek. x ri. 49. f>^ ^'d. , 
Tyre, Exek, xxviii. 2. 16, 17- " "*• 

1.33. 

But whoso heark- Noah, Gen, vi. 22 ; vii. 23 ; Heb, xi. 7- f'^"* ^^ 

enethuntomeshall Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, j^g^^m 

dwell safely, and talking in the midst of the fire, Dan, and Isa. ' 

shall be quiet from iil 26; P«. cxxxviii. 7* xxvi.3.t 

fear of eviL Daniel in the lions' den, Dan, vi. 10. f!^\I^, 

/O) xxx>«. 

The sheep of Christ, /oAn x. 28. 



to Hi. 6, 6.] 

Proverbt, 

Ch. ii. 6. 
The Lord ^veth 
wisdom, out of hit 
mouth cometh 
knowledge and 
understanding. 



SCRIPTURE BZAMPLB8. 
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lUuttrationt from Scripture, Rrfereneet, 4-c« 



Joseph, Oen. xli. 88, 39. 

Moses, Exod, iv. 12. 

Solomon, 1 Kings ui, 12; iv. 29. 

Daniel, Dan, i. 17. 

The Apostles, Luke xxl. 15. 

Stephen, Jctt vi. 10. 



ii.8. 
He keepeth the 
paths of judgment, 
and preserveth the 
way of his saints. 
(Explained p. 34.) 



iii. 5, 6. 
Trust in the Lord 
with all thine heart, 
and lean not unto 
thine own under- 
standing. In all 
thy ways acknow- 
ledge him, and he 
shali direct thy 
paths. 



Thus Ood*s grace interposed to keep 
David from the murder of Nabal, 1 Sam, 
XXV. God also overruled the jealousy of 
the princes of the Philistines, to extri- 
cate him from that connexion with 
Achish, to which his weakness of faith 
had led him, 1 Sam, xxvii. 1 ; and by 
which he was brought to the distressing 
necessity of either warring against his 
country, or betraying his benefactor, 
1 iSSam. xxix. 

Paul was thus kept from sin. 2 Cor, 
xu. 7—9. 

Abraham, in the choice of a wife for 
his son. There does not appear in it 
the least taint of worldly policy. No 
mention is made of riches, honours, or 
natural accomplishments, but merely of 
what related to God. His conduct is 
peculiarly marked by his aversion to 
idolatry, his obedience to God, and faith 
in his promises. Oen, xxiv. 1^8. See 
FuUer. 

Abraham's servant, Oen* xxiv. 12 — 

27. 

Jacob, in preparing to meet his en- 
raged brother Esau, made every pre- 
paration which human prudence could 
suggest, Oen, xxxii. 13 — 20; but he 
did not lean upon this, but upon God, 
pleading his promise, and depending 
upon his blessing, Oen, xxxii. 9 — 12. 
24—28 : and the issue was very re- 
markable, Oen. xxxiii. 4. 

Jephthah appears to have laid before 
God in solemn prayer ail he said to 
the Oileaditef , imploring his direction, 
Judges xi. 11. Bp, Patrick, 
c 4 



Prov. vlii.l4. 
James 1. 5. 
Paul's prayer 
for theEphe- 
sians, Eph. 1. 

Fifth Collect 
at the end of 
the Commu- 
nion Service: 
'< Almighty 
God, the 
foimtain of 
all wisdom," 

Ps. xxxvU. 
23, 24. 28. 31 ; 
cxix. 117. 
Collects for 
1st and 2nd 
Sundays af- 
ter Trinity. 



See on 
Prov. xvi. 8. 
Catechism : 
Duty to 
wards Ood. 
Condudinff 
prayer In the 
Confirmation 
Service, " O 
Almightv 
Lord and 
everlasting 
Ood, 

vouchsafe, 
we beseech 
Thee, to 
direct, fto. 
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Proverbs. 



Jlittstrations from Scripture, 



References, ^c. 



Ch. iii. 7* 
Be not wise in 
thine own eyes ; 
fear the Lord, and 
depart from evil. 



iii. 9, 10. 
Honour the Lord 
with thy substance, 
and with the first- 
fruits of all thine 
increase, so shall 
thy barns be filled 
with plenty and thy 
presses shall burst 
out with new wine. 
(Explained p. 17>) 



David, 1 Sam. xxx. 6 — 8. See Prov. 
xiv. 26, p. 103. 

Reuben, Gad, &c. were distingfuished 
for their skill in war, but put their con- 
fidence not in that skill but in God, and 
hence their great success against the 
Hagarites, &c. 1 Chron, ▼. 20. 

Asa, 2 Chron. xiv. 9 — 15. 

Hezekiah, 2 Kings xv'm. 4 — 7; ^cix. 14. 

Nehemiah's prayer, and his success, 
Neh. ii. 4 : his trust in God, and God's 
guidance of him, remarkably appears 
throughout his whole book. 

Ahab vainly thought, that by disguis- 
ing himself, he should avoid the evil 
which God threatened by Micaiah, 1 
Kings xxii. 30. 34, 35. 

Contrast the history of Jeroboam and 
David. God raised Jeroboam to the 
throne of Israel, 1 Kings xi. 31 ; and 
promised, upon condition of his obe- 
dience, to make it as secure to him as 
David's, 1 Kings xi. 38. But Jeroboam, 
not trusting God, thought he could, by 
his own worldly wisdom, better secure 
himself against evil, 1 Kings xi\.26 — ^33; 
1 Kings xiii. 33, 34. The consequence 
was, he and his family were soon cut ofi^, 
1 Kings XV. 29 ; while David, fearing the 
Lord, was kept from evil, and his family 
established on the throne of Judah for 
nearly 500 years. 

Abraham paying tithes to Melchize- 
dek, Gen. xiv. 20 ; xxiv. 1. 

Jacob, Gen. xxviii. 22 ; xxxii. 10. 

The. pious women who offered their 
looking-glasses for the service of the 
tabernacle, Exod. xxx v iii. 8. 

David, 1 Chron. xxix. 1 — 6. 28. 

The widow, and from our Lord's 
notice of her offering, the poorest may 
be encouraged to give. Mark xii. 4l — 
44 ; 2 Cor. viii. 12 ; Matt. x. 42. 

The woman who anointed our Lord 
had a rich reward in his notice of her, 
Mark xiv. 3 — 9. 

The centurion who built a synagogue 
for the Jews. (See p. 78.) 

Cornelius, Jets x. 2. 4 ; Prov. xxii. 0. 

The Philippians honoured the Lord 
with their substance by contributing to 



See on Prov. 
zxiu. 4 ; 
xxvi. 12; 
xxviii. 26. 
2 Cor. iii. 5. 
1 Pet V. 5. 
" Many had 
proved wise 
if they had 
not thought 
themselves 
so."— 
Bp. Hall. 



Prov. xi. 24; 
xix. 17; 

1 Cor. xvi. 2. 

2 Cor. viii. 9. 
Luke xiv. 13, 
14. 

Conmiunion 

Service, 

Offertoiy. 



to ill. 13.] 
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Proverbs, 



Ch.iii.ll. 
My son, despise 
not the chastening 
of the Lord, nei- 
ther be weary of 
his correction. 



Illustrations from Scripture. Rrferenees, ^e. 

the support of Paul, his minister, and 
were abundantly blessed in so doing, 
Phil. iv. 16—19. (See p. 80.) 

The poverty which followed when the 
Jews, after their return from captivity, 
became negligent in building the tem- 
ple, Hag. i. 4 — 1 1 ; Mai. iii. 8 — 12. 



iii. 12. 
For whom the 
Lordloveth hecor- 
recteth, even as a 
father the son in 
whom he delight- 
eth. 



iii. la 
Happy is the 
man that findeth 
wisdom, and the 
man that gett^ 
understanding. 



Job, Job i. 20 — ^22 ; Jam. v. 11. 

Moses deeply felt his being denied 
entering the promised land, Deut. iii. 
23 — 27 : but his song, uttered immedi- 
ately before his death, in which he ex- 
presses such admiration of the divine 
perfections, shows he was not weary of 
God*s correction, Deut. xxxiii. 26. 

David's resignation, 2 Sam. xv. 26, 
26; 2 .Sam. xvi. 10—12. The sword 
never departed from his house after his 
grievous fall ; but observe his last words, 
2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 

Hezekiah, Isei, xxxix. 6 — 8 : con- 
trasted with his father Ahaz, 2 Ckron. 
xxviii. 22; and with Jehoram king of 
Israel, 2 Kings vi. 31, who both de- 
spised the chastening of the Lord. 

Observe from Jer. vii. 23 — 34, the con- 
sequences of not hearkening to correc- 
tion. 

The Israelites in the wilderness, God's 
love in subjecting them to such trials in 
it, Deut. viii. 3—6. 16, 16. 

The people of Judah were s^nt into 
captivity in Babylon, for their good, Jer, 
xxiv., 6—7 : &nd this, as appears from 
Ezra, Ezra ix. x., and from Nehemiah, 
Ne?i. ix>, was the effect. 

Paul's thorn in the flesh was sent to 
preserve him from pride, 2 Cor. xiL 7* 

Manasseh, though bound in fetters, 
and carried captive to Babylon, yet the 
correction being sanctified to him, was 
happy even at such a cost to have found 
wisdom, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13. 

The parable of the merchantman seeju- 
ing goodly pearls. Matt. xiii. 46, 46. 

The happiness of Paul in having 
foundChrist, (the wisdom of God, I Cor.i. ' 
24. 30.) though for Him he had suffered 
the loss of all things, PhiL iii. 7 — 9. 
c6 



See on Prov. 
xxiv. 10. . 
Visitation of 
the Sick. 
The Ex- 
hortation. 
Mic. vii. 9. 
Lam. iii. 39. 
Heb. xii. 5, 
&c. 

Jer. X. 24. 
" O God, I 
have made an 
ill use of thy 
mercies, if I 
have not 
learnt to be 
content wit)i 
thy correc- 
tions."— J?p. 
Hall. 



See on Prov. 
xvil. 3. 
John XV. 2. 
"The gem 
cannot be 
polished 
without fric- 
tion, nor man 
perfected 
without ad- 
versity." 



Prov. iv. 
5—9; viii. 
32—85. 
Matt. xvi. 26. 
See on 
Prov. ii. 6. 
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PnwTvs* 

Ch. iii. 17. 
Her ways are 
ways of pleasant- 
nessi and all her 
paths are peace. 



lUustratiotuJrom Scripture, 



References, 4^. 



iii. 25, 2& 
Be not afiraid of 
sudden fear, nei- 
ther of the desola- 
tion of the wicked 
when it cometh. 
For the Lord shall 
be thy confidence, 
and shall keep thy 
foot from being 
taken. 



iii. 27* 
Withhold not 
good firam them to 
whom it is due, 
when it is in the 
power of thine 
hand to do it 



The result of Hezekiah's ob8er?ance 
of God's laws, restoring public worship, 
keeping the passoYer, &c, 2 ChrotL xxix. 
36 ; XXX. 26 : contrasted with the misery 
attending his wicked father's neglect of 
religion, 2 Chron. xxTiii. 

The Church at Jerusalem, Acts ii. 46. 

The great joy of the Samaritans, on 
receiying the gospel, Acts viii. & 

The Church at Antioch, in Syria, 
Acts xiii. 62. 

The Macedonian Church, 2 Cor, viii. 2. 

The strangers scattered throughout 
Pontus, &c. e?en when in deep out- 
ward affliction, 1 Pet, i. & 

Moses' calmness at the passage of the 
Red Sea, Exod, xiv. 13, 14. 

Rahab's faith and preservation at the 
destruction of Jericho, Josh, vi. 24, 25 ; 
Heb, xi. 31. 

Elisha, when surrounded by the army 
of Benhadad, 2 Kings vi. 16, I7. 

Ebedmelech, the Ethiopian, his pre- 
servation at the destruction of Jerusidem 
b^ Nebuchadnezzar, because he had put 
his trust in the Lord, Jer, zxxix. 15—18. 

The men who were grieved at the ini- 
quities practised at Jerusalem, Ezek,\x.4, 

The disciples had no cause for fear, 
when the storm arose. Matt viii. 24 — ^26. 

The servants of God at the day of 
judgment, 2 Theu. i. 7—10 } Rev. vii. 3. 

The Ammonites and Moabites were 
excluded the sanctuary, because they met 
not Israel with bread and water, DenL 
xxiii. 3, 4. 

Nabal's churlishness to David, 1 Sam, 
XXV. 10, 11, who, by the admission of 
Nabal's own servants, had been a great 
protection to Nabal's property, 1 Sam. 
zxv. 15. 

The Priest and Levite in the parable of 
the ffood Samaritan, Luke x. 30—35. 

The Church of Corinth, unlike the 
Church of Macedonia, deferred to give 
what they had been forward to promise, 
2 Cor. viii. 1—11 ; ix. 1—7. 

The widow of the prophet, whose oil 
Elisha multiplied, was enjoined first to 



ProY. xzli. 

17, 18. 

F8.cziz.is5. 

Matt. zi. 28 

—30. 

Rom. V. 1—4. 

FS. ZZT. 10. 

Second Col- 
lect at EYen« 
ing Prayer, 
for Peace. 



1 Sam. U. 9. 
Isa. zzY. 4. 
Rom. YiiL 
-85—39. 
Litany: "O 
God, merci- 
fiil Father,'* 
ftc. 

Luke zvli. 5 : 
"Lord, in- 
crease onr 
faith.- 
See on 
ProT.zlT.16. 

1 John ii. 28. 

2 Pet. ii. 9. 



9, 



Dent. XT. 

ftc. 

lJohniii.l6, 

17. 

Oal.Tl.9,10. 

ProT.ili.28; 

ZZTii. 1. 

" Defer not 
the least 
Tirtne.**^ 
G.JBsritrl. 



Let not thy 
hand he 
stretched oat 
to receive, 
and shut 
when thoa 
shouldst(e> 



to in. 95.] 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPI.E6. 



<&9 



Froperbt* 



lUuttratUnu frtnn Scripture, Rtferenees, Sj^e, 

pay her debts, before she took care of P^y- Ecclui 
herself and children, 2 Kings iv. 7. *''• ''' 

Esther is a noble instance of the right 
use of influence to do good to her people, 
Esther iv. 16. 



Ch. iii. 32. 
The froward is 
abomination to the 
Lord; 



Proy. iv. S4; 
viii. IS. 
Pi. ci. 4. 



but bis secret is 
with the righteous. 
(Explained p. 36.) 



iii. 33. 
The curse of the 
Lord is in the house 
of thewicked; 



Sodom and Gomorrah, whose per- 
verseness appears in that they had be- 
come Bowioked in the time of Abraham, 
Gen, xviii. 20, 21 ; xix. 24; though de- 
scendants of holy Noah, who died only 
two years before Abraham was born. 

The Pharisees, by wilfully hardening 
their hearts, became an abomination to 
the Lord, Matt, xxiii. ; though highly 
esteemed among men, Luke xvi. 15. 

Abraham, Gen, xviii. 17, who is par- Prov. xi. 20. 

ticularly called the friend of God, James ?■• **T' ^i\ 
ii.23. Johnxlv.21. 

Simeon, Luke ii. 25, 26. 
The disciples of Christ, Matt, xi. 25 ; 
John vii. 17; Rev, ii. 17* 



Prov.xlv.U; 
XT. 25; 
xxi. 12'; 
Second Com- 
mandment : 
" Visiting 
the lini of 
the fathers 
ui>on/' fire. 
Zech. V. 8, 4. 
Mai. ii. 2. 



but heblessetbthe 
habitation of the 
just 



iiLSS. 
The wise shall 
inherit glory ; 



Baasha, all of whose family were de- 
stroyed by Zimri, as foretold by the 
prophet Jehu, 1 Kings xvi. I — 4. 12, 
IS. 

Jehoiakim, who had built himself a 
stately palace, Jer, xxii. 13 — 19. 

Coniah, the son of Jehoiakim, Jer, 
xxii. 24—30. 

Jehu, Hosea i. 4 ; 2 Kings xv. 8 — 12. 

Hazael, Jnu>s i 4. 

Jeroboam, the son of Joash, Amos 
vii. 9 ; a prophecy fulfilled in the days of 
Zechariah, the son of Jeroboam, and 
fourth in descent from Jehu, who was 
murdered by Shallum. 

Esau, Obad. 18. 

Abraham, Heb. xi. 12; contrasted with 
Ahab, who left 70 sons, 2 Kings x. 1 — 
11. 

Jacob, Gen, xxx. 27* 

Joseph, Gen, xxxix. 2. 21. 

Obed-edom,' 2 Sam, vi. 11. 

The poor widow, 2 Kings iv. 27* 

The Virgin Mary, Luke I 27, 28. 48. 

The Psalmist, Ps, Ixxiii. 24. Prov. iv. 6- 

The Apostles of Christ, though while 9. 
on earth accounted the filth of the world J^* {J"'^* 

c6 



See on 
Prov. X. 25. 
Prov. X. SO. 
Ita. zliv. 3. 
Pi. L3; cvi. 
4. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. IT. 14, 15, 



Proverbs, Illustrations from Scripture. References, Sjf^c, 

and the ofiscouring of all thingSi John 
xvii. 24. 

Paul, 2 Tim. iv. 8. CoUect for 

Those that for Christ's sake have "* ^?»y 
done good to others, Matt. xxv. 34, *««J^Trimty. 
&c. 

Those that endure temptation, Jam, 
L12. 

Those that have turned others to 
righteousness, Dan. xii. 3. 

All who love and serve Christ, 2 Tim. 
iv. 8 ; John xii. 26. 

but shame shall be Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, who is 
the promotion of particularly branded in sacred history 
fools. as having made Israel to sin, 1 Kings seeon 

xxi. 22; 2 Kings xiii. 2. II ; xiv. 24; Prov.x.r; 

XV. 9. 18. 24. 28. »i"-5; 



1 Sam. ii. 80. 
Pi. ezix. 
4—6. 



Ch. iv. 14, 16. 

Enter not into 
the path of the 
wicked, and go not 
in the way of evil 
men, avoid it, pass 
not by it, turn from 
it and pass away. 



Lot, Gen. xiii. 10 — 13. 

Dinah, who went out from her mother's 
tent into the city of the ungodly She- 
chemites, to look about her with the 
young women who, as Josephus relates, 
were attracted by a festival at this time, 
where there was a great concourse of 
people, and some fine spectacles were 
presented. — Gen. xxxiv. 

Solomon: such were the awful con- 
sequences of his entering the path of 
the wicked, that the high places which 
he built for Ash tore th appear to have 
remained more than 350 years, 2 Kings 
zxiii. 13, with I Kings xi. 6. 

Jehoshaphat marrying his son Jeho* 
ram to Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab, 
2 Chron. xviii. 1, xxi. 6, and its awful 
consequences. — 2 Chron, xix. 2 ; xxii. 
2, 3. 10. 

Meshullam, the son of Berechiah, is 
recorded among those who showed their 
zeal in repairing the wall of Jerusalem, 
Neh, iii. 4; but his daughter entered 
into the path of the wicked by marrying 
Johanan, the son of Tobiah the Am- 
monite, a very bitter enemy of the Jews, 
(Nek. iv.3,) and thus a party was formed 
even from among the nobles of Judah, 
which far more than counteracted all the 
good her father had done, Nek, vi. 
17—19. 

The marriage of the grandson of 



Ps. 1. 

1 Cor. XV. 83. 
Ephes. V. 11. 

2 Cor. vi. 14 
—18. 



For ProvertM 
bearing on 
the subject of 
marriage, see 
pages. 



Litany — 
" From all 
the deceits of 
the world, 
thefleBh,aBd 
the devil, 

Sood Lord, 
Oliver us." 



to ir. 18.] ICEIPTURE EXAMPLES. 61 

Proverbs, lUuttratiom from Scripture. Rrferenees, ^o. 

Eliaflhib, the high-priest, with Sanbal- 
lat's daughter, Neh, xiiL 28 *. 

The JewB often went after the heathen, 
a Kingt xvii. 15. 

Demas, 2 Tim, iv. 10. 

Contrast with these instances the great t John 10, 11. 
care of Daniel and his three friendSf John'i direc- 
Shadrach, &c , to avoid fellowship with J^^n »■ to the 
idolaters, affording a remarkable in- |ho*wwhodo 
stance of temperance and self-denial in not bring 
young persons, who, being of the royal *^*® '"*« 
famihr of Judah, had been brought up J:;S?Ch?f.t. 
in affluence, Dan, i. 8 — 16. 
Ch. i7. 18. 
The path of the Jacob's earlier life was checkered by Hosea t1. 8. 
just is as the many infirmities and troubles, but his John viii. 12, 

shining light, that path brightens as he advances, and his 2 Pe't'ill^'li 
shineth more and faith and hope eminently sustain him at Conflrmation 
more unto the per- a dying hour, Oen. xlix. 10. 18 ; Heb, Service : 
feet day. xi. 21. " Djf'nd, O 

(Explained p. 35.) Zachariaa and Elizabeth through a ^^^' '^' 

lon^ life exhibited a bright example of 
holiness, Luke i. 6 ; and Ood seems to 
have gladdened especially their latter 
days with an increase of knowledge, 
grace, and consolation, Luke i. 41 — 80. 

Simeon, *' as he comes nearer to finish 
his race, like a fine setting sun, he looks 
richer in grace, and gives a sure hope at 
the end of his days of rising in brighter 
array," Luke ii. 28—82; Matt xiii. 43. 

The Apostles — in the earlier part of 
their history, amid manyproofs of sincere 
devotedness to their Lord, their minds 
seem occasionally clouded by many pre- 
judices, and their conduct by many in- 
firmities, Mark vi. 52 ; xiv. 60 ; xvi. 14 ; 
but after the da^ of Pentecost their whole 
character exhibits a brighter asoect 
This may be traced out particularly in 
the Apostle Peter, from the Acts, and 
his Epistles, as compared with the ac- 
count of him in the gospels. His last 
Epistle, wriMen just before his martvr- 
• dom, breathes a hope full of immortality, 
2 Pet, i. 8. 11. 16 ; iii. 13. (See p. 51.) 



• Joiephui relate! that thii young man wa« named Mana«seh, and that at his 
reqneit wnballat and the Samarltani built their temple upon mount Oeriiim. in 
oppoiition to that of Jenualem, at whioh he offlolated in tome measure aooording 
to the Motaio ritual. 
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Proverbt, Ilhutrationsfrom Scripture, Rrfermtcet, i;e. 

Nathanael, John i. 46 — 51. 

The Ethiopian euQUch, Acts viii. 27 

Cornelius, Acts x. 

Those who love God's ordinances, Ps» 
Ixxxiv. 7- 

Ahab, attributing the calamities 2 Car. iv. 3, 4. 

brought on himself and his country, ^J^* ^* ** 

to E^jah, 1 Kings xviii. 17. i john ii. ii . 

The Jews, in the time of Jeremiah, John xil. 35, 

Jer. V. 19. 26; and of Ezekiel, Ezek, 36. 

xviii. 29 ; and also now, their ignorance ^ ^^' ^°^- ^' 
that their present miseries arise from 
their rejection of their Messiah, Deut, 
xxviii. 29 ; 2 Cor, iii. 16* 



Ch. iv. 19. 

The way of the 
wicked is as dark- 
ness: they know 
not at what they 
stumble. 



iv. 23. 

Keep thy heart 
with all diligence; 
for out of it are the 
issues of life. 

(See p. 5.) 



Joseph's persevering resistance of 
temptation, Gen. xxxix. 10 ; Proo, vii. 27* 

Caleb and Joshua, Numb, xiii. 30 — 
33; xiv. 6—10. 24. 30. (See p. 66.) 

Gideon, a mighty man of valour, yet 
his refusal of sovereignty, Judges viii. 
22,23. 

David's long-suffering towards Saul, 

1 Sam, xxiv. xxvi.; P«. xvii. 4. 6. 
Elisha refusing more than iS10,000, 

2 Kings V. 6. 16. 

The Apostles — " the tempting oppor- 
tunity which occurred to them, who 
were very poor men, (Acts Ui. 6.) of 
making a gain of their converts, by the 
custody and management of the public 
funds, Acts iv. 34 — 87; and yet so 
soon disposing of tbe trust by putting 
it into tne hands, not of nominees of 
their own, but of stewards elected by 
the society at large." Acts vi. I — 6. 

Paul, Acts xxiv. 16 ; 1 Cor, ix 27. 

Of those who did not keep their hearts 
with all diligence, may be mentioned 

Lot's wife, Oen, xix. 26. (See p. 101.) 

Aaron, who does not appear to have 
spoken, but who, allowing in his heart 
the same feeling which his brother 
Moses unadvisedly spake, was involved 
in the same punishment, Numb, xx. 12. 
24—28. 

Achan, Josh, vii. 21 ; Jam, i, 14, 15. 

The Israelites, in their war against 
the Be^jamites. The severe Joss of life, 
which arose to them, was from their not 



Pn>v. zzliL 
19. 26. 

By the heart 
is here meant 
theaffeo- 
tions, pu- 
■ionSfdesizes; 
and as these 
are, so will a 
man's life be. 
— Bp. Bene- 
ridge. 

See on Prov. 
xzii. 5 : 
xxviii. 26. 
MattxiL 

85—37. 
Jer. iv. 14. 
Ps. iv. 4. 
Col. iii. 2. 



Bishop But- 
ler remarks, 
that "we 
should have 
a constant 
regard to the 
su$pieion$ 
parts of our 
real charac- 
ter," (the sin 
thatUoth 
most easily 
beset us,) 
"and keep a 
steady eye 
overoiv> 



to iv, 26.] 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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Proverbs, 



llUutratums from Scripture, HrfereneeSf ^c. 



having gone about that which was right 
in itself, in a right spirit In a spirit of 
self-confidence, presuming on victory, 
theyaskedof God, not what should be their 
success, but who should be their captain, 
Judges XX. 18. 21, &c. See Bp. HalL 

Amaziah, king of Judah, on ascending 
the throne, acted with both justice and 
humanity, and in one instance made a 
great sacrifice of property in obedience 
to "" God's command; but though he 
served God, it was not with a perfect 
heart, 2 Chron, xxy. 2. He fell into 
idolatry, 2 Chron. xxv. 14, as Joash had 
done, 2 Kings xii. 3; xiv. 3; and was 
cut off in his iniquity, 2 Chron, xxv. 27- 

Abraham, in the choice of a wife for 



selves in that 
respect." 
Ps. xix. 14. 
li. 10. 

Communion 
Service. 
" Almighty 

God 

cleanse the 
thoughts of 
our hearts," 
See. 



Ch. iv. 26. 

Ponder the path 

of thy feet, and let his son Isaac, Gen, xtAV, 1—9. 



all thy ways 
established. 



be 



Abraham's servant desiring to under- 
stand the full obligation of his oath be- 
fore he took it, Oen, xxiv. 6. Throughout 
the whole chapter it appears he acted with 
great deliberation, anticipating probable 
difficulties, consideringhow it became him 
to act at each step, and anxious above 
all things, that what he did should be 
agreeable to God's will. 

Joshua, Josh, xxiv. 15. 

This was the spirit of Naomi's remark 
to Ruth, Ruth i. 16 ; and Ruth's deci- 
sion to cleave to Naomi, is an instance 
of one acting up to it, Ruth i. 16 — 18. 

The Psalmist, Ps, xxxix. 1 ; cxix. 69. 

Daniel — the holy caution with which 
he seems to have taken every step in 
life, Dan, i. 8, and his care that his inter- 
course with his fellow creatures should 
be distinguished by perfect integrity, 
Dan, vi. 3, 4. 

The prodigal son — ^when he came to 
consider his miserable state, and his 
sinfulness in the sight of God, Luke xv. 
17i &c. 

Peter's decision to abide by Christ, as 
the only way to eternal life, John vi. 
68, and which his after life showed was 
not the result of the mere impulse of the 
moment. 

Paul, Acts xxiv. 16. 

Asa, had he pondered the path of his 
feet, would not have put his trust in an 



£ocle8.v.l,2. 
Eph. V. 15— 
17. 

Collect for 
9th Sunday 
after Trinity. 

"He that 
oontemneth 
small things 

shall fiUllqr 
little and 
Uttle." 
Ecdus. xix. 
1. 



" The error 
of one mo- 
ment may 
become the 
sorrow of a 
whole life." 
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Proverbs, Jllustraiions from Scripture, References, 8fc. 

infidel king, rather than in God, who 
had done such great things for him ; and 
from that time he had wars, 2 Chron, 
xvi. 1 — 9. 



Ch. V. 21. 

The ways of man 
are before the eyes 
of the Lord, and 
he pondereth all 
his goings. 



The Babel builders. Gen, xi. 4 — 7. 
The Lord came down to see, Le. He made 
it appear that He observed their mo- 
tions and knew their intentions. — Bp. 
Patrick, 

Sodom, Gen, xviii. 21, &c. In which 
passage God speaks after the manner 
of men, using the language of a good 
judge, who never passes sentence, much 
less executes it, till he has examined the 
cause. — Bp, Patrick, 

God's anger against Balaam for the 
covetous disposition with which he went, 
Numh. xxii. 32 ; 2 Pet, ii. 16 ; Jude 11. 

Uzzah, whose presumption cost him 
his life, 2 Sam, vi. 6, 7 » 1 Chron, xv. 
13; Numb. iv. 15. 

David, who in the sight of God mur- 
dered Uriah, though he fell in battle by 
the sword of the Ammonites, 2 Sam, 
xii. 9. 

Though Baasha fulfilled the will of 
God in the destruction of Jeroboam, (1 
Kings Kv. 29,) ^et because he had re- 
ceived no commission from God, because 
he did it, not to fulfil the will of God, 
but to gratify his own ambition, God 
charged Baasha with the guilt of the 
murder of Jeroboam, 1 Kings xvi. 7. 

Ahab — God charges him with the 
murder of Naboth, though it was more 
immediately the act of Jezebel, 1 Kings 
xxi. 19. 

Belshazzar, weighed in the balance 
and found wanting, Dan, v. 22 — 28. 

Nathanael, John \, 48. 

Our Lord's exact notice of the seven 
churches of Asia : 

Ephesus, Rev, ii. 1 — 7; 

Smyrna, Rev. ii. 8 — 11 ; 

Pergamos, Rev. ii. 12 — 17 ; 

Thyatira, Rev. ii. 18—29; 

Sardis. Rev, iii. 1 — 6 ; 

Philadelphia, Rev. iii. 7—13; / 

Laodicea, Rev. iii. 14—22. 



SeeonProv. 
XV. 8. 11. 
Gen.xzxix.9. 
Eccles. xii. 
13, 14. 
Ps. cxxxix. 
which shows 
the deep im- 
pression Da- 
vid had of 
this solemn 
truth, and 
the practical 
use we 
should make 
of it. 



to vii. 26.] 

Proverbs, 

Ch. V. 22. 
His own iniqui* 
ties shall take the 
wicked himself, 
and he shall be 
holden with the 
cords of his sins. 
(Explained p. 36.) 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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nUutroHont from Scripture, References^ S^c. 



vii. 2. 
Keep my com- 
mandments and 
live; and my law 
as the apple of 
thine eye. 



Saul— his own evil passions became 
his constant torment, and, in this sense, 
his punishment, 1 Sam, xviii. 8, 9 ; and 
thougli he had convictions of conscience, 
1 Sam. xxiv. 16, 17; xxvi. 21, the force 
of evil habits held him captive. His 
very attempts to extricate himself from 
evil only increased his guilt and misery, 
1 Sam, xxviii. 6, 20. 

Jerusalem in the time of Jeremiah, 
Jer, ii. 16 — 19; and of Ezekiel, Ezek, 
xxii. 81. 

Ahithophel, 2 Sam, xvii. 23. 

Judas drawn on by the love of money. 
Probably at first intending to limit its 
indulgence to thieving out of the common 
stock, John xii. 6, but eventually so 
taken by his own iniquities, as to betray 
the Son of God with a kiss. Matt, xxvi. 
47 — 49. Though he confessed his sin, 
abandoned its fruits, and endeavoured to 
stop its consequences, he was so holden 
by the cords of his sins as to destroy him- 
self, Matt, xxvii. 

Felix, when under alarm of conscience 
he said to Paul, "Go thy way for this time, 
when I have a convenient season I will 
call for thee,'* probably thought he 
should have a disposition afterwards to 
profit by his religious instructions ; but 
though, as Bp. Hurd remarks, he had 
his preacher for two whole years, and 
communed oft with Paul, it is evident 
that not truth but money was what he 
wanted to draw from him, and his last act 
to Paul proves how entirely he was under 
the dominion of iniquity, holden with 
the cords of his sins, Acts xxiv. 25—27. 

Noah's exact obedience in building 
the ark, &c., and his preservation, Qen, 
vi. 22 ; Prov. xvi. 17. 

Many instances are recorded in 
Scripture of the awful consequences of 
neglect of exact obedience : Adam and 
Eve, Gen, iii. ; Rom, v. Lot's wife, Gen. 
xix. 26 ; Saul, I Sam, xiii. xv. The pro- 
phet of Judah, 1 Kings xiiL 



See on Prov. 
i. 81 ; xi. 3. 
Prov. xi. 0. 
Jer. xill. SS. 
That which 
is dyed with 
many dip- 
pings is in 
grain, and 
can very 
hardly be 
washed out 
— /. Taylor, 
A rooted 
habit be- 
comes a go- 
vemingprin- 
ciple. Every 
lust we en- 
tertain deals 
with us as 
Delilah did 
with Sam- 
son: not 
only robs us 
of our 

strength, but 
leaves us fast 
bound.— Til- 
loiton. 
Collect for 
4th Sunday 
in Lent. 
Prayers and 
Thanksgiv- 
ings ui>on se- 
veral occa- 
sions: "O 
God, whose 
nature and 
property is 
ever to have 
mercy," fto. 



Prov. Iv, 4. 
Ps. czix. 4, 5. 
Lukeviii.l5. 
xl. 28. 

John xiv. 21. 
Rev.zxii.l4. 
Com. Serv. 
Snd Collect 
after the 
Offertory. 



vii. 26. 
For she hath 



Prov. V. 1— 
Samson, Judges, xvi. 4 — 21, David, 14. 
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Proverbs, ^ JUusirationt from Scripture. References, Sfc. 

2 Sam, XL, Solomon, ] Kings xi. ; Neh, 1 TheM.iv. 7. 
xiii. 26, were grievously wounded by ?¥t'/;,*Tf ' 
their unbridled passions. 



cast down many 
wounded. 

Ch. viii. 17. 

I loYe them that 
love me, and those 
that seek me early 
shall find me. 



ix.6. 
Forsake th^ fool- 
ish and live, and 
go in the way of 
understanding. 



Joseph was remarkably distinguished 
for God's watchful care, and no less 
for his early piety, which was severely 
tried at the early age of seventeen years, 
Gen, xxxviL xzxix. xli. 

Samuel's early piety, 1 Sam, ii. 26; 
and eminent usefulness, 1 Sam, vii. 3 — 
17 ; and distinguished honour, Jer, xv. 
1. 

Abijah, (the son of wicked Jeroboam,) 
to whom God showed his favour by an 
early death, 1 Kings xiv. 13. 

Obadiah : his position in the court of 
Ahab, 1 Kings xxi. 25, and yet his 
eminent piety are presented in con- 
nexion with the record of his early piety, 
1 Kings xviii. 3. 12. 

Josiah, at the early age of sixteen 
years, though the child of a wicked 
&ther, and surrounded with all the 
temptations of royalty, 2 Chron, xxxiv. 
1—3. 

Daniel is also an instance of early 
piety, Dan, i. 8 ; and of one greatly beloved 
of God, Dan, ix. 23; x. 11—19. 

Moses forsook the idolatrous court of 
Pharaoh, Ex, ii. 11, &c. Heb, xi. 24— 

27. 

Caleb and Joshua feared not to stand 
alone, though the other ten spies brought 
en evil report of the land, Numb, xiii. 
30 ; xiv. 6—9. 38. 

Rahab, by faith, forsook the enemies 
of God, and perished not with them 
that believed not, Josh, ii. 9 — 13 ; Heb, 
xi. 31. 

Dionysius and Damaris, uninfluenced 
by the scoffing of the Epicurean and Stoic 
philosophers, clave to Paul, and be- 
lieved, Acts xvii. 34. 

Manv of the Ephesians who had used 
magical arts, Acts xix. 19; Eph, ii. 
13. 

Some, even of Nero's household, for- 
sook idolatry, and embraced the truth, 
PAt7.Ll3; IV. 22. 



Prov.U.l— 5. 
Ecclet.xii. 1. 
Mark z. 13, 
&c. as quoted 
in the bap- 
tismal ser- 
vice. 

1 John iv. 19. 
Collect for 
6th Sunday 
after Trinity. 



Prov. xiv. 7 ; 
xix. 27. 
2 Cor. Ti. 17, 
18. 

Pi. czix. 104. 
cxUU. 10. 
Catechism : 
Promise and 
Vow in Bap- 
tism. 

See on Prov. 
i.2S; 
xiiL20. 



tox. ].] 

Prowrhi* 

Ch. is. 8. 
Reprove not a 
scorner, lest he 
hate thee : 



8CRIPTUEB SXAKPLC8. 
nkuiraiiontfroM SeHpture, 
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rebuke a wise 
man, and he will 
loYe thee. 



The prophet forbearing any longer to 
reprove Amaziah, 3 Chroru xxv. 16. 

The Jews* hai. xxxvi. 21. The wis- 
dom of their silence under the taunts of 
Rabshakeh. 

God's complaint that his Judgments 
upon Judah only increased their disposi- 
tion to rebel against Him, ha, i. 5, and 
his determination to let the ten tribes of 
Israel alone, because it was to no pur- 
pose to take pains to reclaim them, 
Hoiea iv. 17 ; see also Ft. Ixxxi. 11, 12. 

Our Lord withdrawing, that he might 
not (especially in the earlier part of 
his ministry) expose himself needlessly 
to danger, John iv. 3 ; vii. 1 ,* x. 40. 

Nathan rebuked David, 2 Sam, xii. 
but David did not treat him as Herod 
did John the Baptist, Matt. xiv. 1 — 
10. He called one of his own children 
by the prophet's name, 1 Chron. iii. 5, 
and showed confidence in him as long as 
he lived, 1 Kings i. 24. 27 ; 82—34. 

The two disciples, going to Emmaus, 
constrained their reprover to abide with 
them, Luke xxiv. 26. 29. 

Peter's love to our Lord, John xxi. 17* 

Paul rebuked Peter, Gal ii. 11—14, 
but Peter afterwards speaks of him as 
his beloved brother, 2 Pet iii. 16. 



See on Prov. 
xxili. 0. 
Matt. vii. 6. 
X. 16. 
Kindle not 
the coals of a 
sinner, kst 
thou be burnt 
with the 
flame of hla 
fire. Ecclnt. 
Till. 10. 



Lev. xix. 17. 
Ps. cxli. A. 
ProT. xxvill. 
23 ; XTlL 10. 
Pi. xvL 7. 
"It la as 
great a proof 
of wisdom to 
take a re- 
proof well aa 
to give it 
welL" 



§ 2. PART II. 

CHAPTER X.-.XXII. 16. 

Proverbs, lUuitrationefrom Scripture, 

x.1. • 

Awisesonmak- Jacob; it was among the greatest 
eth a glad fatheri blessings of his varied and eventful life 

that he had been the father of so dutiful 
and affectionate a son as Joseph, Oen, 
xlvii. 12; observe the happiness and 
even the strength with which Jacob was 
animated when Joseph came to his dying 
bed, Oen, xlviii; 2. 



Praciieal JU- 
markg and 
Beftreneet. 

See on Prov. 
xxili. 24 ; 
Pror. xxriii. 
7{ 

The 5th com- 
mandment. 
Col. m. 20. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BT 



[Ch. X. 2, 



Proverbs. Illustrations from Scripture, References, 8fc, 

but a foolish son Esau's marriapre into an ungodly fa- 
is the heaviness of mily, Gen, xxvi. 34, 35, and quarrel with 
his mother. his brother, Gen. xxvii. 45, 46. 
(Explained p. 13) 



Ch.x. 2. 
Treasures of 
wickedness profit 
nothing ; 



Prov. xxii. 
16. 

Ps. xlix. 6 — 
20. 

Matt.xyi.26. 
"All is va- 
nity which is 
not honest ; 
and there is 
no solid wis- 
dom but in 
real piety." — 
Evel$%. 



Prov. xL 4. 
See on 
Prov. xii. 28. 



Jerusalem, Zephcm, i. 18. 

Sennacherib and Nebuchadnezzar had, 
by their oppression of the Jews and other 
nations, greatly enriched themselves; 
but it availed nothing when God decreed 
their fall, 2 Kings xix. 37; Ism, x. 5 — 12; 
Dan. iv. 31—33. 

Tyre insulting over Jerusalem, and 
hoping to enrich herself by her mis- 
fortunes, Ezek, xxvi. 2. 12; xxviuxxviii. 

Parable of the rich fool, Luke xii. 20, 
21. 

Parable of the rich man, who spent 
bis wealth in neglect of God, Luke 
xvi. 23,24; Prov. xi. 28. 

Daniel contrasted with Belshazzar, 
Dan. V. 22—30 ; vi. 22. 

Noah, who became heir of the righte- 
ousness which is by faith, Gen, vii. 1 ; 
Heb, xi. 7* 

Elijah fed by ravens, and the brook at 
Cherith; and when that failed, a wi- 
dow woman, in a foreign land, herself in 
extreme poverty, is made the instrument 
of contributing to his support, 1 Kings 

xvii. 

David, when fleeing from Absalom 
was in urgent want, but was relieved, 
and by those from whom he might have 
least expected it, 2 Sam, xvii. 27—29, 
Shobi, an Ammonite, and brother of 
Hanum, who had shown such indignity 
to David's ambassadors, and Machir, 
formerly an adherent of the house of 
Saul, 2 Sam, ix. 4. 

So in spiritual things, the wise men, Ps- Ixxxiv. 
Matt, ii. 9; and the Ethiopian noble- ^^^\ g 
man, AcU viii. 26—39, were instruct- john'vi*. 34. 
ed in the knowledge of Christ, though, 35. 
as Gentiles, they laboured under great 
disadvantages. 

buthecastcth away God's punishment of Israel by Midian, Prov. xm.25. 

..!_ V .. c r J ..: 1 >l P»' cxxvli. 1. 

the substance of Judges v\. X—^, Pi. cxlx.86. 

the wicked. 



but righteousness 
delivereth from 
death. 



X.3. 

The Lord will 
not suffer the soul 
of the righteous to 
famish ; 



Luke xii. 
22—24. 31. 
" None are 
poor but those 
who want 
faith in God's 
providence.** 
—Bp.WiUon. 



to X. 5.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 69 

Proverbs, . JUuitratumtfrom Scripture, References, 4*0. 

Samaria in the time of Ahab, 1 Kings 
xviii. 2, and of Jehoram, 2 Kings vi. 25. 
Jerusalem, when besieged by Nebu- 
* chadnezzar, Jer. lii. ; Lam, v. 10 ; Zeph. 

i.l8. 

And other famines brought on the 
Jews for their iniquities, Amos iv. 6 ; 
and in spiritual things, the loss of their 
religious privileges, the famine of the 
word of God, Amos viii. 11. 
The Chaldeans, Hab. iL 8. 
Ch. X. 5. 
He that gather- Isaac so profited by the pious instruc- Activity and 
eth in summer is a tions of his father. Gen, xviii. 19, that he lobrlety in 
wise son ; was prepared for the severe trial to which ^°"J? ^ ^m 

God so suddenly called him, of submit- to req^teUs 
ting to be sacrificed, Gen, xxii. parenti, and 

Joseph, by his early piety, was fitted render him a 
for the severe trials which awaited him ^SJ? to""* 
at the early age of seventeen years, Gen, them, as well 
xxxvii. «a advance 

Timothy improved his pious mother's ^*" 0^° re- 
- »• ^ u' J n /¥!• •••■■«! putation ana 

instructions to his good, 2 Ttm, 111. 16 ,* gucceM. 

Acts xvi. 1 , 2. 

Mary, at the feet of our Lord, im- laa. Iv. 6, 7. 

proved her religious privileges, Luke x. 5^*'*®*;*** V* 

Oft j g Pi< cxix. 60. 

The woman of Canaan or Syro-PhoB- « -wiidom 
nicia. Matt. xv. 22 — 28. Our Lord very much 
never came before to the coast of Tyre, consistg in 
and probably never went there again. "ilrSn * 

The two blind men who, as Jesus provementof 
passed by, seized the opportunity, and time, and of 
persevered in their cry for mercy, Matt, t^e opportu- 
XX. 30. Joy/* ^* ***" 

The Samaritans, John iv. 28—30; 39 
—42. See also Acts viii. 6, 6. 

The Gentiles at Antioch in Pisidia, 
Acts xiii. 42, 43. 

Dionysius and Damaris, Acts xvii. 34. 

The dying thief, Luke xxiii. 42. 

but, he that sleep- Ishmael was dedicated to God by cir- Be who idles 

eth in harvest is a cumcision, Gen. xvii. 23 ; was the subject ™y ***• 

son that causeth of his pious father's instructions. Gen. J^J^h, will 

shame. xviii. 19, and prayers. Gen, xvii. 18; bear the 

(Explained p. 16.) but he evidently neglected to improve "hame of it 

his religious advantages. Gen. xxi. 9 ; Gal, JJ^^ILlS-" 

iv.'SO, and brought shame on himself and jienrv.- ' 

grief to his father, Gen, xxi. 10, 11. Idleneis 

Esau's neglect of his religious privi- *®"t®*^, 

leges, ^«6. xii. Id. much evil. 



xxxiii. 27. 
ProY. vi. 6 — 
11; zz. 13. 
fieb. ii. 1—8. 



70 ILLUSTRATIONS OP PROVERBS BY [Ch. X. 7, 

Proverbs, JUustraHont from Scripture, References, S^c, 

" So hateful to God is sloth, that when Ecclus. 
raining down hread from heaven upon 
his people without their labour, He 
commands them to rise with the sun' to 
gather it, and if they did not they lost 1 Johnii.28. 
the opportunity altogether, Exod, xvi. g^nSyin^*' 
2l."—WitHus, Advent. 

Ezekiel's hearers derived no benefit 
from his ministry, Ezek, xxxiii. 32, and 
awful judgments soon overtook them. 

The Jews at Jerusalem, John xii. 34 — 
37) and in reference generally to our 
Lord's ministry, not knowing the day of 
their visitation, ruin soon followed. 



Cb. X. 7. 

The memory of 
the just is blessed; 



but the name of the 
wicked shall rot 



Moses and the prophets, whose me- 
mory was honoured by those who lived 
contrary to their precepts, John iz. 29 ; 
Luke xi. 47* 48, and even by those who 
opposed and vilified them during life, 
Exod, xvii. 3 ; Numb, xvi. 41 ; DetU, 
xxxiv. 8. 

Elisha, whose memory God so honour- 
ed, that by the mere touch of his dead 
body a man was instantly restored to life, 
2 Kings xiii. 21. 

Jehoiada, 2 Chron. xxiv. 16, 16. 

The woman who anointed our Lord, 
Mark xiv. 9. 

The Virgin Mary, Ltike i. 2a 

Dorcas, who had devoted not merely 
her property but her time to the good of 
others. Acts ix. 36, && 

Antipas, Rev. ii. 13. 

Balaam's infamy was perpetuated by 
the Jewish law, in connexion with that 
of Moab and Ammon, Beut, xxiii. 4. 

Absalom, see Prov, xiv. 17* page 102. 

Ahaz, who is remarkably branded as 
a notorious offender, 2 Chron, xxviii. 22. 

Jezebel, 2 Kings ix. 37. 

Athaliah, her wicked daughter, 2 
Chron. xxiv. 7* 

Jehoiakim, Jer, xxii. 18, 19. 

The prophets, Zedekiah and Ahab, 
Jer, xxix. 22. 



Rev. xiv. 18. 
Communion 
Service : 
Prayer for 
Church mili- 
tant: 

" We bless 
Thee for all 
thj servants 
departed this 
life," &c. 
" so to follow 
their good 
example." 
Heb.zU.1,2. 



See on 
Prov. iii. 35. 
Jobzzvii.I8. 
Jer. xvii. IS. 



x.a 

The wise In heart 
will receive com- 
mandments ; 



See on 



Abraham abandoning his country, and prov. i. 5. 

offering up his son, and with such remark- Ps. cziz. 34. 

able readiness — faith had taught him *'• 

not to argue but obey, Heb. xi. 8 j Gen. Sh Sun£y 

3txii. after Easter. 



to X. 12.] 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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Proverhi, 



but a prating fool 
shall fall. 



Ch. X. 12. 
Hatred stirreth 
up strifes ; 



lUtutratiofu from Scripture. References, ^c, 

Joshua, though Jordan was overflow- 
ing its banks, Josh. i. 2—11 ; iii. 15. 

David's submission under the disap- Lord's Pray- 
pointment of not building the temple, 2 ^i*- " ^7 
Sam. vii. wiUbcdone." 

The widow of Zarephath, a Gentile, 
and in extreme want, but (as the result 
showed,) truly wise in first supplying at 
his command Elgali's wants, 1 Kings 
xvii. 10—16. 

The .Rechabites' obedience to their 
' father, Jer. xxxv. 6 — 10 ; see Proo, x^iii. 
22. p. 148. 

Observe the awful character of Eze- 
kiel's commission, and yet the readiness 
of his obedience, Ezek. ii. 9, 10 ; iii. 3. 

The nobleman, who though he had 
shown a great anxiety that our Lord 
should come down, yet, at his command, 
went down alone. A great blessing 
followed, John iv. 60. 

Peter, Acts x. 19—21. 

Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, resisting Prov. xviii.6. 
the commandment of God to obey Moses Eccles. x. 12. 
and Aaron, cavilling and disputing with J"n«**l*»*0' 
those to whom they owed subjection. 
Numb. xvi. 

Amaziah's (king of Judah) vain boast- 
ing against Jehoash, 2 Kings xiv. 8 — 14. 



but love covereth 
all sins. 
(Explained p. 12.) 



IshmaePs conduct to his brother dis- 
turbed the whole family. Gen. xxi 9 — 14; 
GdL iv. 29. 

The unbelieving Jews stirring up the 
Gentiles against theirconverted brethren, 
fire, at Antioch, in Pisidia, Acts xiii. 60 ; 
at Iconium, Acts xiv. 2 — 4; at Thessalo- 
nica. Acts xvii. 5 ; at Berea, Actsi.siL 13. 

Joseph contrasted with his brethren, 
Gen. xiv. 6 — 8 ; xxxvii. 20. 

Ahimelech generously concealing the 
deceit David practised upon him, though 
the mention of it would have tended to 
free himself from blame, 1 Sam. xxi. 1 — 6. 
xxii. 14, &c. 

David's lamentation over his bitterest 
persecutor, 2 Sam. i. 

The Gentile Christians at Antioch 
and Macedonia : the Jews treating the 
Gentiles as unworthy of a participation 
in their privileges, contended with the 
Apostles, (Acts xi. 2,) because they 



Prov.xv. 18; 
zxix. 22. 
Jam. iv. 1. 



1 Pet. iv. 8. 

Epli.iv.2d— 

82. 

Pc. Ixxxv. 2. 

Eph. V. L 

Collect for 

Quinquage- 

■ima Sunday. 

Hatred de- 
light! in 
broilB. On 
the contrary, 
love concili- 
ates, remove! 
aggravations, 
puts the best 
construction 



72 ILLUSTRATIONS OP PROYERfiS BY [Ch, X. 13, 

Proverbs* lUustrationsfrom Scripture. References, ^c. 

preached to the Gentiles. But no sooner on every 
were the Jews in distress, than those *^°«- and 
Gentile Cliristians hastened to relieve ^^iH^^'' 



Ch. X. 13. 

In the lips of 
him that hath un- 
derstanding wis- 
dom is found ; 



but a rod is for the 
back of him that 
is void of under- 
standing. 



X. 14. 

Wise men lay 
up knowledge; 



but the mouth of 
the foolish is near 
destruction. 
(Explained p. 14) 



them, Acts xi. 29 ; 2 Cor. viii. 1—4. 

Paul's mediation for Onesimus, send- 
ing him back indeed to his master, but 
with such an appeal to his compassion, ' 
as must have secured Philemon'sforgive- 
ness of Onesimus. Ep. to Philem, 

Our blessed Lord's apology for his 
sleeping disciples. Matt. xxvi. 41. The 
forbearance with which He notices their 
desertion of Him, Matt. xxvi. 31, 32; 
xxviii. 10 ; his condescension to the un- 
belief of Thomas, John xx. 25 — 27 ; the 
tenderness of his restoration of Peter, 
Mark xvi. 7 ? John xxi ; commanding 
his disciples to preach first at Jerusalem, 
Luke xxi v. 47, which had just embrued 
her hands in his blood, 1 Pet. ii. 21. 



the flame."— 
Clarke. 



28. 



Solomon's judgment, 1 Kings in. 16— 



See on 
Prov. X. 21. 
Lukevi 45. 
Col. i. 9, 



Peter at Jerusalem, the wisdom of ^,. ^. ^ 

whose appeal was so felt, that it silenced ■howing how 

all controversy. Acts xi. 2—18. "'^e ™ay ob- 

James at the first general council of I?^^^®'" 
the church. Acts xv. 13—22. ^' 

Gideon's punishment of the men of Prov. xxia. 

Succoth, Judges viii. 16. 13; xxvi. S. 

Our Lord's rebuke of Peter, Matt. xvi. ^®'* ^* ^** 
22, 23. 

Peter's rebuke of Simon Magus, Acts 
viii. 20—23. 

Paul's, of Elymas, ^cf*xiii.8— 11. 



Jacob, though perplexed by what Jo- 
seph said, kept it in mind as iropqrtant ; 
and the event justified the wisdom of his 
so doing, though many years were to 
pass before he would fully understand 
it. Gen. xxxvii. ]]. 

Daniel, Dan. vii. 28. 

Mary, Luke ii. 19. 61. 

Parable of the sower; the seed on the 
good ground contrasted with that which 
fell by the way-side, Luke viii. 16. 12. 

The Israelites in the wilderness, J^um^. 
xiv. 27—30. 

Samson, Judges xvi. 17. 
Nabal, 1 Sam, xxv. 10—13. 



See on 
Prov. i. 5. 
Ps. cxix. II 
Eccles.iil. 7. 
Communion 
Service. 
Third Collect 
to be said 
after the 
Offertory : 
" Grant, we 
beseech 
thee," &c. 



See on 
Prov. X. 8 ; 
Prov.xiii.8; 
xxl. 23. 



to X. 21.] 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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Prwerh*, 

Ch. X. 1& 

He that hideth 
hatred with lying 
lips, and he that 
uttereth a slander, 
is a fool. 



Illuairations frcm Scripture, References, S^e, 



Isa. iii. 11. 
Litany: 
"From hypo- 
crisy, hatred, 
and all un- 
charitable- 
ne8s,"&c. 
See on I^y. 
xxvL 23, 24, 
25. 27. 



Insincerity it 
bad policy. 
Job. xxvU. 8. 



z. 19. 

In the multitude 
of words there 
wanteth not sin ; 



Eccles. V. 3; 
X. 13, 14. 
Jam. iii. 2. 



but he thatrefrain- 
eth his lips is wise. 



X. 21. 

The lips of the 
righteous feed 
many; 



Saul, 1 Sam. xviii. 22 — 29 ; and Joab, 
2 Sam, XX. 9, 10 ; 1 Kingi ii. 31, 32. 

The adversaries of the Jews professing 
attachment to them, and then slandering 
them to Artaxerxes, Ezra iv. 1 — 16. 

Sanballat and Geshem, their false pro- 
fessions of friendship to Nehemiah, Neh, 
vi. But notwithstanding these wicked 
attempts to hinder it, the temple was at 
length built 

The disciples of the Pharisees and 
Herodians professed great respect for 
our Lord, intending however to pervert 
all He said to his destruction. Matt. xxii. 
15 — 22, but they were confounded in the 
attempt. 

The men of Israel and Judah about 
David, 2 Sam. xix. 43. 

Job and his friends. Job xxxviii. 2; 
xlii. 3; xxxii. 3. 

It has been remarked by Bp. Hall, 
that of the eleven Apostles, as Peter 
spake most so he erred most. Matt. xvi. 
22 ; XX vi. 74. 

Abraham's servant, to give him time 
for reflection on the remarkable concur- 
rences of providence which seemed to 
be pointing out Rebekah to be the per- 
son intended by God for Isaac's wife, 
but that he might not come rashly to 
such a conclusion. Gen. xxiv. 21 ; Prov. 
iv. 26. 

Aaron's silence on the death of his two 
sons. Lev. x. 3. 

Saul, the wisdom of his silence when 
the children of Belial contemptuously 
rejected him as their king, 1 Sam. x. 

27. 

Hezekiah's command not to answer 
Rab-shakeh, 2 Kings xviii. 36. 

Elihu studying the proper time to 
speak, and though competent to speak 
best, speaking last, Job xxxii. 4 

David, Ps, xxxix. 9. 



Job, Job iv. 3, 4 ; xxix. 21, 22. David, Prov. xL 30; 

the sweet Psalmist of Israel, Ps. Ixxviii. J^- '• ^ 

MA TO SeeonProT. 

• — • xvi. 22. 

Peter, and the other apostles at Jeru- Eph. iv. 29. 

salem, Acts iv. 1 — 4. Every maa 

D 



See on Prov. 
xvii. 27, 28. 
Prov. xL 12 ; 
xxi. 23. 
Jam. i. 19 
Ps. cxli.3. 
Matt. xii36, 
37. 



" Never 
speak but 
when you 
have some- 
thing to say. 
Wherefore 
shouldstthou 
run, seeing 
thou hast no 
tidings."— 
Bp. ButUr. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OP PROVlSUBS BY [Ch. X. 24, 



Pi'werhs. 



Ulttsiratums from Scripture, 

Philip at Samaria, Acts viii. 5 — 8. 
Panl and Barnabas, Acts xi. 26 ; xiv. 



References, ^c. 



should be a 
sun in his 

2^ — 28, and also Judas and Silas, Acts manl^ting' 
XV. 32, 33, at Antioch, in Syria. God's glory, 

In about thirty years after the ascen- »nd shining 
sion of our blessed Lord, his disciples, merit.— 
principally by means of preaching, ex- 
tended the inestimable blessings of 
Christianity over a great part of the 
civilized world, CoL i. 6. 



Adam*. 
Collect for 
St. Peter's 
Day. 



but fools die for The Jews at Antioch, in Pisidia, Acts 
want of wisdom. xiii« 41. 45, 46. 



Ch. X. 24. 

'The fear of the 
wicked, it ^liall 
come upon him ; 



The builders of Babel, who, for fear of 
dispersion, designed to build a city and 
tower ; but God so ordained it, that this 
very attempt was the occasion of their 
dispersion, Gen, xi. 4, &c. 

The Canaanites, Josh, v. 1 ; x* 1, 9. 40. 

Ahab, 1 Kings xxii. 30. 37* 

Johanan and others distrusting God's 
promise of protection, fled to Egypt for 
safety, where Nebuchadnezzar destroyed 
them, Jer. xlii. 8 — 18. 

fielshazzar, Dan, v. 6. 30. 

but the desire of Hannah, 1 Sam, i. 20; Esther, Esth. P8.xzxvii.4. 
the righteous shall iv. 16; viii. 15-17. .. Jj»»a^^23. 

be granted. Daniel and his three friends, Dan, ii. 

16—23. 
Simeon, Luke ii. 29, 30. 



1 Ck)r. 1. 23, 

24. 

John V. 40; 

viii. 24. 

Jam. L 21. 

Heh.x.Sl. 
Ps.xc. 11,12. 
*' The wicked 
can fear no- 
thing so bad, 
and the right- 
eous can de- 
sire nothing 
so good, as 
are really 
intended for 
them." 



X. 25. 

As the whirlwind 
passeth, so is the 
wicked no more ; 



10. 

See on Prov. 

xiv. S2. 



The world of the ungodly by the flood, Prov. i. 27. 
Gen. vii. 21. Job.xx.S; 

In one day, three and twenty thousand ^xvil 2*1 
Israelites who had joined Baal-peor, pg. xxxvU. 
Numb. xxv. 4, &c. ; 1 Cor. x. 8. 

The kings destroyed by Joshua, Josh, x. 

Zeba and Zalmunna, Judg. viii. ; Ps. 
Ixxxiii. 11 — 14. 

Elah's sudden and violent death, 1 
Kings xvi. 9. 

Zimri, 1 Kings xvi. 18, 19. 

Sennacherib and his immense army 
came like a whirlwind, threatening to 
bear down all before them, but they 
quickly vanished. One hundred and 
eighty- five thousand Assyrians being 
destroyed in one night, 2 Kings xix. 
35. 



to X. 28.] SCHfPTURE EXAUPLlt. 75 

Prcverbs, lUuHrationi from Scripture, Rtfereneet, 8fc, 

but the righteous Ood't eoveiittnt with Noah, Gen. ix- 9. Pro^- x. 80; 

is an everlasting David, 2 5am. vii. 16. Abraham, Gen. xJJyfji'ig 

foundation. xvii. 19 ; and all who walk in the steps ita. xxvlli. 

of their faith, hau Iv. 3 ; Rom, iv. 11, 12. 10. 

23 20. ^^^- ^^1* 2^> 

Ch. X. 28. jude 20, 21. 

The hope of the Abraham, in reference to the birch of ^.. . ^ 

righteous shall be Iiasc, Born, iv. 18—20 (See p. 93.) H<miV viil. 

gladness; Joseph, after sufiering for righteous- 34,26. 

ness' sake thirteen years, Oen, xli. (See Public Bap- 
-, lyo \ ^ ^ tlim of In- 

^'Im'^ fx. - , ,. „ ^ . f»nti. The, 

Moses hope of deliverance, Exod. xiv. flr«t prsver. 

13, and the gladness in which it issued, "Almighty 

The gladness with which the pious .'l^ and being 
Jews realiEed the hope thejr had che- ste<lfast in 
rished of their return from their captivity ^*h, jojftul 
in Babylon. P, cxxvi. Uiy^-gi.. 

The hope of the true servant of God 
when he enters heaven, though meeting 
with many discouragements by the way, 
Pi. Ixxiii* 24 ; xvii. 15. 

That a well grounded hope is in itself 
a source^ of present happiness, appears 
from the following examples. 

The Psalmist, Ft. xxiii. 

Daniel gave thanks when he knew that 
the writing was siftned which sentenced 
him to the den of lions, Dan, vi. 10. 

The Christians addressed in Jleb, x. 
34. 

The strangers scattered throughout 
Pontus, &c. even though under manifold 
trials, 1 Pet. i. 8->6. 

Paul, when a prisoner at Rome, Pfiil. i. 
20 — 23, also his prayer for the Romans, 
Rom. XV. 13, and for the Thessalonians, 
2 These, ii. \H. 

but the expects- Goliath; his head cut off with his own fP^'^^TM*?' 

tion of the wicked »word, when fully expecting to destroy IJf"' ^^' 

shall perish. David with it, 1 Sam, xvii. 44. 61. Se'e on Pror. 

Athaliah imagining that she had de- «i.7;ziv.sl 

stroyed all the seed royal of the house Prov. xxiii. 

of David, and that her usurpation was }^^ p^' . 

secure, 2 Kings xi. 1—16. u q ^^^ i„ 

Sennacherib, instead of taking Jem- thee have I 

sslem, perishing in his idol-temple by trusted, let 

the hands of his own sons, 2 Kings xix. SStouIS^H 

23. 37. 2 Chron. xxxii. 21. comounowi. 

The Jews' expectation of help from 
Egypt, lea, xx. b ; Lam, iv. 17* 
Herod's disappointment at not being 
d2 



76 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BT [Ch. X. 29, 

Prwerbs, UlustnUwna from Scripture, References, 4*^. 

able to murder our Lord, -Matt. \u 16, 
contrasted with Simeon's gladness in 
realizing his long-cherished hope, Luke 
IL 28—30. 

The foolish virgins, Matt, xxv. 11, 12. 



Ch. X. 29. 

The way of the 
Lord is strength to 
the upright; 



David executed judgment and justice 
unto his people, 2 Sam. viii. 15, and God 
established him, 2 Sam, v. 10.' 12, pre- 
serving him whithersoever he went, 
2 Sam, viii. 6. {See p. 66.) 

Daniel, Dan. vi. 10. (See p. 75.) 
Paul and Silas singing praises at mid- 
night, though severely beaten. Acts xvL 
26. 



Ps. IXTTJY. 

Isa. xl. SI. 



but destruction 
shall be to the 
workers of ini- 
quity. 

xi. 2. 
When pride Com- 
eth, then cometh 
shame ; 



but with the lowly 
is wisdom. 

xi. 3. 

The integrity of 
the upright shall 
guide them ; 



Piety Is the 
only tru« 



Saul, 1 Chron, x. 13, 14. 
Jeroboam, 1 Kings xiv. 7 — H. ^y^ 

Belshazzar dismayed by a guilty con- *^^'* 
science, Dan, v. 6. 30. 



but the perverse- 
ness of transgres- 
sors shall destroy 
them. 



Miriam, Numb. xii. 10. 
Uzziah, 2 Chron. xxvi. 16 — 21. 
Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. iv. 30, &c. 
Nineveh, Zeph, ii. 15. 
Moab, Zeph. ii. 9, 10. 

Joseph, Gen. xli. 16. 38, 39. 
Daniel, Dan. ii. 20, 21. 



Joseph unjustly sold as a slave ; sent 
as a criminal to prison ,* a foreigner sud- 
denly raised to the right hand of Pharaoh, 
Gen. xli., but, under these difficulties 
and dangers, guided by his integrity. 
Gen. xxxix. 4. 22, 23; xli. His per- 
severing integrity to God, is seen in 
his' faith in God's promises when dying, 
qen. 1. 25 ; Heb. xi. 22. {See p. 117.) 

The Israelites in the wilderness, when 
perversely going to attack the Amorites, 
Deut, i, 43, 44. 

Balaam, Numb, xxiL 32 ; xxxi. 8. 

Saul, after the warning at Gilgal, 1 
Sam. xiii., sparing Agag, &c. contrary to 
God's express command, 1 Sam, xv. 

The crafty wiliness of Absalom, and its 
issue, 2 Sam, xv. 3 — 6 ; xviii. 

The crooked policy of Ahithophel, 2 
Sam. xviL 1—3. 2a 



See on 

Prov. xviii. 

12. 

Isa. V. 21. 

1 Cor. X. 12. 

Luke xiv. 

7—11. 

Prov.XTL19. 
Yb. xxv. 9. 
1 Pet. V. 6, 6. 



Prov. xiil. 6. 
See on Prov. 
Iv. 18. 
Matt. vi. 22. 
John vii. 17. 
Ps. xxv. 21. 



Prov. xi. 5 ; 
xxviii. 18. 
Matt. vi. 23. 
John V 40. 
Ps. xix. IS. 



to xi. 11.] 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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Proverhi. 



Ch. xi. 7* 
When a wicked 
man dieth, his ex- 
pectation shall pe- 
rish, and the hope 
of unjust men pe- 
risheth. 



Illustraiums from Scripture, Referencet, tfc, 

Ahab's perverseness in selling himself 
to work wickedness after such repeated 
warnings and mercies, and its awful 
issues at Ramoth-Gilead, 1 Kings xxi. 

26, 26 ; xxii. 34. 37. 

Ahaziah, an awful instance of an im- 
penitent death-bed, 2 Kings i. 

Jerusalem, as described in Ezekiel's 
vision, Eze/aelf ix. 9, 10. 



See on 
Prov. X. 28. 
Ps. xlix. II, 
12. 16, 17. 
Job. viii. 18, 
14; xi. 20. 



xi. 8. 

The righteous is 
delivered out of 
trouble, and the 
wicked cometh in 
his stead. 



Balaam's expectation of reward, and 
hope of dying the death of the righteous, 
Numb, xxiii. 10 ; xxxi. 8. 

Absalom's hope of being king, 2 Sam, 
xviii. ; Prov. xx. 20. 

The wicked as described by Job, chap. 
xxi. 7 — 13, and the Psalmist, Ps. IxxiiL 
19. 

The parable of the rich fool, Luke xii. 
16—20. 



Mordecai and Haman, Esth. vii. 9, 10. Ps. xxxiv. 

Daniel and his accusers, Dan. vi. 23, See on Prov. 
24^ ' xxi. 18. 



xi. 10. 
When it goeth 
well with the righ- 
teous, the city re- 
joiceth ; 



and when the wick- 
ed perish, there is 
shouting. 

xi. 11. 

By the blessing 
of the upright the 
city is exalted; 



but it is over- 
thrown by the 
mouth of the wick- 
ed. 



Hezekiah's success in the promotion Prov. xzvili. 

of true religion, and the joy which fol- J^* ^** . 

lowed, 2 Chron. xxix. 36, contrasted the High' 

with the misery into which Judah was Court of Pur- 

brought under wicked Ahaz, 2 CAron. liament 
XX viii. 19. 

Mordecai, Esth. viii. 15, 16. 

Pharaoh, Exod. xv. 

Sisera, Judges v. 

Athaliah, 2 Kings xi. 13—20. 



Thus Elisha, by his prayers and wise 
counsels, was the real defence of Israel, 
2 iCtfi^fxiii. 14, and observe the blessing 
brought down on Jerusalem by the 
prayer of Hezekiah and Isaiah, 2 Chron, 
xxxii. 20—23. 

Swearers, Jer. xxiii. 10. 

Liars, Hosea iv. 2, 3. 

Profatieness as in the case of the Am- 
monites, Ezek. XXV. 3, 4. 

Boasting, as in the case of the builders 
of Babel, Gen. xi. 4—9. 
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See onProT. 
xxix. 8. 
Eccle8.ix.18. 



Communion 
Service : 
Petitions 
after 
the third 
and ninth 
Command- 
ments. 
Ps. d. 7. 
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Prwtrbe, 

Ch. xi. IS. 

A talebearer re- 
vealeth secrets; 



ILLUSTRATIONS OF PHOVERBS BY [Ch. xi. 13, 



muttroHimi from Scripture, 



Reforenets, Sfc. 



but he that is of a 
faithful spirit con- 
cealeth the matter. 

xi. 14. 

Where no counsel 
iS) the people fall ; 



Doeg, 1 Sam, xxi. 7 ; xxii- 9, 10. froy. xviiU 

The treachery of tlic nobles of Judah Jj^^^^*^ 'y. 

in corresponding with the enemies of xxvi. *22. ' 

their country, dnd betraying Nehemiah's Lev. xlx. 16. 
measures to Tobiah, Neh. vL 17 — 19> 

Jeremiah's prudent reserve without f®^ ^^ Prov. 
violating truth, Jer, xxxviii* 24—27. 
Ahimelech, see Prov. x. 12. (page 71-) 



X.12. 



but in the multi- 
tude of counsellors 
there is safety* 

xi. 17* 

The merciful man 
doeth good to his 
own soul ; 



The twelve tribes in the intervals be- Fvov. xv» 22. 
tween the raising up of one judge and 
another, and when there was no king, 
every man did that whioh was right in 
bis own eyes, and they became the pre^ 
of their enemies, Judg. ii. 10, &c. ; xvii. 

^''^^'^S- Prov. XX. U, 

The result of the first general council xxiv. 6. 

of the Church held at Jerusalem, Acts See on Prov. 
XV. 6i &c. 31. 



1.5. 



The Kenites: the kindness shown by 
them to the Israelites was remembered 
many hundreds of years after, 1 Sam, 
XV. 6 

David's compassion to the Egyptian 
•lave was the means of hit signal succesSf 
1 Sam, XXX. 11—20. 

Jonathan's kindness to David led to 
bis children's preservation, 2 Sam, ix. 7 i 
xxi. 7> 

Job, in seeking mercy for others, 
found good to himself. The Lord turned 
the captivity of Job when he prayed for 
his friends, Job xlii. 10. 

The Centurion, having built the Jews 
a synagogue, they interceded for him, 
and his anxiety for the welfare of his sick 
servant was the means of confirming his 
own faith in Christ, Luke vii. 2 — 10. 

Cornelius, /fcts x. 4. 

The barbarous people • : their mercy 
to those who had been wrecked on their 
coast, and the blessing they received. 
Jets xxviii. 1 — 10. 



See on 
Prov. xi. 26 ; 
Prov.xlx.l7; 
xxii. 9. 
P8. xli.l— S; 
oxii. 4—9. 
Isa. xxxU. 8. 
Matt. XXV. 
S4-40. 

Hbw uniult- 
able is it for \ 
us, who live 
only by kind- 
ness, to be 
unkind. — 
Edwards. 
Lam. iii. 22. 
Luke v1. 38. 
FaUnottobe 
with them 
that weep, 
and motim 
with them 
that mourn. 
Bo not alow 
to visit the 
sick, that 
shall make 
thee to be 
beloved. 
Ecclus. vH. 
84,35. 



* So the Greeks and Romans called all other nations that did not receive thetr 
customs nor speak their language, 1 Cor. xiv. 11. To this day the Afirican coast over 
against this island Is called Barbary. 



to xL 21.] 

but he that ii cruel 
troubleth hii own 
fleih. 



•CRIPTURE EXAMPLXti 
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lUmirutiomfrom Scripture, Brftr§ne$9, ^e, 

Cain, in murdering^ Abe), destroyed ^oh iqt. 1^^ 
hie own peace, Otn, iv. jtmes 11 18 

Joaepli'i brethren, Oen. xxxvii. xHL 

Adonibezek, Jud^. i. 0, T. 

Hainan t hi* mahcioui cruelty againit 
Mordecai and the Jews was visited on 
his own sons, who were involved in his 
punishment, Esther ix. 2A. 

Jonah's cruelty of feeling against Ni- 
neveh, and his disquietude from his own 
evil tempersi Jonah iv. ), 2, 3. 



Ck xi. 18. 
The wicked work- 
eth a deceitful 
work} 



Pharaoh's artful attempt to destroy the 
Israelites by murdering their children, 
jtcts vii. 10, issued in their increase, 
Ejcod, u 30, and in the destruction of his 
own people, Ejcod. xii. xiv. 

The Devil, in the crucifixion of our 
Lord, involved himself in deeper ruin 
by his success, Luke xxii. 63 ; Jleb, ii. 
14) Co/, ii. 14, 15. 

The great persecution against the 
Church at Jerusalem, by which its ene- 
mies thought to crush it, became the 
moans of propagating the Gospel to an 
extent which could scarcely have tuken 

¥lace by any other meansi Actt viii. 
.4. 

Noah's patient continuing in well 
doing, Oen. vl 22 ; vii. ; Heb. xi. 7* 

Joseph, Oen» xxxvii — xH. 

Contrast the death of Judasi Matt* 
xxvii. 3 — 0, with the feelings expressed 
by Peter Just before his death| 2 Pet, i. 
4.11.16; iii. 13. 

Paul going forth in simplicity and 
godly sincerity (9 Cor. i. 12) to sow spi- 
ritual things. He, under very discourag- 
ing apjiearances at first, not unfrequently 
saw afterwards an abundant harvest in 
the spiritual good done to others r (com- 
pare his Arst coming to Philippi, Jcis 
xvi., with his Epistle to the Philippisns,) 
and at the end of his course ho had a 
sure reward, 2 Tim. iv. T, R. No such 
reward attendrd those deceitful workers 
who opposed him, whose end was accord- 
ing to their works, 2 Cor. xi. 10. 

xl. 21. 
Though hand Join The Babel builders, Oen, xi. 4* 
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but to him that 
aoweth righteous- 
ness shall be a sure 
reward. 



See on 
Prov. xxvl. 
27. 

Prov.zxtl.a. 
Eccles. X. S. 
Im. lix. 5—8. 
Rom. vi. SI. 
" They who 
attempt to 
deceive 
others, 
deceive 
thomielvei, 
and an often 
ruined by 
the very 
measures 
from wUsh 
they exfesft- 
ed the great- 
est advan- 
tage." 
Prov. z. 9 
Lukexlv. 18. 
14. 

Pi. oxxvl 8. 
6. 

Gal. vl. 7, 8. 
Hos. X. 12. 



Prov. xvl. 8. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. xi. 25, 



Proverbs. 

in hand, the wicked 
shall not be un- 
punished ; 
(Explained p. 24.) 



Illustrations from Scripture, References, i^c 

The kings of Canaan combining Theirrcsist- 
against Israel, Josh. ix. 1, 2. 

Korah) Dathan, and Abiram, Numb. 
xvi. 

Adonizedec, &c., Josh, x. 



but the seed of the 
righteous shall be 
delivered. 



Ch. xi. 25. 

The liberal soul 
shall be made fat, 
and he that water- 
eth shall be watered 
also himself. 



xi. 27* 

He that diligently 
seeketh good, pro- 
cureth favour: 



The preservation of Abraham's poste- 
rity, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, amid the many 
dangers to which they were exposed, and 
often without any human means of pro- 
tecting themselves, Gen. xxvi. 24 ; xxxv. 
5 ; xxxix. ; xli. 

Mephibosheth, 2 Sam, xxi. 7* 

Solomon, 1 Kings xi. 12. 34. 

Abijam, 1 Kings xv. 4. 

The Israelites often, Exod, iii. 15. 17; 
2 Kings \i\\. \9 

Though this promise in its fullest 
sense belongs only to those who follow 
in the steps of their righteous ancestors. 
Ezek. xviii. 4. 

Abraham was no loser by his liberality 
to Lot, Gen. xiii. 9. 14, ]5; nor by his 
hospitality to the three men, Gen. xviii. 
2. He thereby entertained angels un- 
awares. And in the care he took of 
the religious instruction of his servants, 
Gen. xviii. 19, was rewarded by their 
fidelity to him, as appears from the con- 
duct of his eldest servant, Gen. xxiv. 

The widow of Zarephath, I Kings xvii. 
10, &c. 

The Shunammite, 2 Kings iv. 

Publius' kindness to Paul was re- 
warded by the recovery of his father, 
Acts xxviii. 7> 8. 

The Philippians were distinguished 
for their bounty lo Paul, Phil, iv. 15 ; 
and for God's grace on their own souls, 
Phil, i. 4, 5. {See p. 67.) 

Joseph's popularity among the Egyp- 
tians, Gen. xlvii. 25. 

Joshua diligently sought the good of 
the Israelites. Before entering on the 
conquest of Canaan, he renewed the dedi- 
cation of himself and them by the sacra- 
ments of Circumcision and the Passover, 
Josh. V. ; and with his latest breath ex- 
horted them to obedience, Josh, xxiii. 



ible power of 
God is im- 
plied In the 
following 
passages : 
Isa.xl. 15.17. 
Dan. iv. 35. 
Job iz. 4. 

Second Com- 
mandment : 
" Show mer- 
cy unto thou- 
sands (of ge- 
nerations; 
unto them 
that love roe." 
Deut. vii. 9. 
Isa. xliv. 3. 
Ps.ciii 17, 
18. 



" Frugality 
is the way to 
charity, and 
what we give 
to others 
Arom right 
motives, is 
charity to 
ourselves." 



See on Prov. 
xi. 17. 

Prov. xix.l7; 
xxviii. 27. 
2 Cor. ix. 6— 
8. 

Heb. xiU. 2. 
Matt. V. 7. 
2 Cor. viU. 9. 



Prov. ii. 1—9. 
"We receive 
grace as we 
desire it." 
Bp. Wilson. 
Matt.v{i. 7,8. 
Heb. xi. 6. 
Ps. cxix. 4, 6. 



to xL 31.] 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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but he thatseeketh 
mischief, it shall 
come unto him. 



See on ProT. 
T. 22 ; xxvi. 
27. 
ProT.zlv.2S. 



Ch. xi. 31. 
Behold the right- 
eous shall be re- 
compensed in the 
earth, much more 
the wicked and the 
sinner. 
(Explained p. 36.) 



lUuttratioiu from Scripture. RtferenctM^ Ij^e, 

He obtained great honour both from God 
and man, Josh. Hi. 7; iv. 14; and his la- 
bours were eminently successful. Josh. 
xxiv. 21. 31. 

Mordecai, whose brethren did not 
envy him his greatness, but praised and 
loved him for the kindly exercise of his 
vast powers on their behalf, Esther x. 3. 

The Devil,in tempting Eve, and the aw- 
ful sentence brought on himself, Gen, iii. 
14,16. 

Balak seeking to curse Israel was him- 
self cursed, Numb. xxii. 6; xxiv. 17- 

Abner was the chief cause of the civil 
war, which, for nearly seven years after 
the death of Saul, afflicted Judah and 
Israel, 2 Sam. ii. 8. He set up his 
nephew to he king in opposition to David, 
though he knew David had a right to the 
throne by God's express appointment, 
2 Sam, iii. 9. He was assassinated by 
Joab, 2 Sam. iii. 27, God overruling that 
very wicked act, prompted by revenge 
and jealousy, to punish Abner for his 
manifold wickedness. 



Jacob, the chastisement of God's pro- 
vidence towards him for deceiving bis 
father. {See p. 88.) He deceived Isaac 
with a kid : his sons deceived him by a 
kid.— Gen. xxvii. 2; xxxvii. 31—33. 

Moses was denied his dearest earthly 
wish. Numb. xx. 12, praying, but without 
success, for the reversal of the sentence, 
Deut. iii. 23 — 26, and, even when sum- 
moned to die, reminded of it, Deut. 
zxxii. 48 — 52. This would be also an 
awful warning, to the Israelites, of the 
certainty of the execution of God's 
threatenings against them. 

David, by his grievous fall, bad de- 
spised God's authority, 2 Sam, xii. ; 
his son Absalom despised his, 2 Sam. 
XV. 10. David's crime arose from the in- 
dulgence of the sinful lusts of the flesh, 
2 Sam. xi. ; he was punished by similar 
crimes in his own children, 2 Sam. 
xiii. ; xvi. 22. He murdered Uriah with 
the sword of the Ammonites, 2 Sam. xii. 
9; the sword never departed from his 
hoase, 2 Sam. xii. 10; xiii. 28; xviii« 
14 ; 1 Kings iL 23—25. 
d5 



Ood would 
have ui read 
our sins in 
our Judg- 
ments, that 
we might 
both repent 
of our sins, 
and give 
gloiv to hfi 
Justice. Bp» 
Halt. 

Pi. Ixxxix. 
81, 82. 
1 Cor. xi. 82. 



82 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BT [Ch. xil. 5, 

Prwwbf, muttraiioHs from Scripture. Befirneetf S^e* 

The holy prophet of Judah, 1 Kingt Numb-zzzii. 

adiL 96. It seems to have been one in- qqx^^^ fo^ 

tentioD of hii punishmefit to warn Jero- SeptuagesU 

boam of the certain dtatrfiction awaiting ma Sunday, 

him, 1 Kings xiii. 33, 34, if he persisted ^'pJ°J,-thy 

in his;g;reat wickedness, who had intro- wrath, and 

doced both schism and idolatry into ftomever- 

Israel ; he having changed the object, lasHng dam- 

I King. xii. 28, the plwe. 1 King, xii. "^^1%^^ 

29, the times of worship, 1 Kings xii. 32, us/' 

and the ministers for conducting it, " Remember 

I Kings xiii. 33. S«*;„ff^«^. 

rw t ' p • ^y. .1 ou' Offences, 

Zacharias for nine months was struck ^c., neither 

dumb for a momentary distrust of God's take thou 

word, Luke i. 20. His office as a priest, vengeance," 

Mai. ii. 7» Deui. zxxiii. 10, and dis- pj'cxliii. l, 

tinguished holiness as a man, Luke i. 6, 2. 

renders this the more solemn a9 a warn- 2 Thess. 1. 8, 

ing. ®' 



Ch. xii. 6. 
The thoughts of 
the righteous are 
right; 



but the counsels of 
the wicked are de- 
ceit. 



Abraham's servant. Gen. xziv. 42 — 45. 

The Psalmist, Ps. cxix. 113. 

David's thoughts intent upon God's 
honour, not his own, Ps. cxxxii. 3 — 
5, and his deep anxiety not to be self- 
deceived, Ps. cxxxix. 23. 

Daniel, whose purpose was to live 
soberly, righteously, and godly, exercis- 
ing temperance in the regulation of his 
appetites, justice to his fellow creatures, 
and piety to God, Dan. i. 8 ; vi. 4. 

Zacharias and Elizabeth, Lvike i. 6. 

Nathanael, John i. 47« 

Paul, Jets xziv. 16. 

The prophet of Beth^, 1 Kings xiii. 
18. 

Sanballat and Geshem, their counsel 
to do some mischief to Nehemiah, under 
the pretence of a friendly meeting for 
the public good* Neh. vi. 2. 

In the counsel Hamangave Ahasuerus, 
the pretext was patriotisnij-^the real mo- 
tive, malice against Moidecai, Esth, iii. 
ad, 6. 

Ishmael, son of Nethaniah, of the royal 
family of Judah, who treaoheroiitly mur- 
dered Gedaliah, whom Nebuchadnezzar 
had appointed governor of Palestine 
after the destmction of Jerusalem, Jer. 
xii. 1—7. 



Prov. zL 23. 
Collect for 
the Fifth 
Sunday after 
Easter. 
Phil. iv. 8, 9. 
" Upon the 
regulation of 
our thoughts 
depends the 
regulation of 
our lives.*— 
Bp. Newt^m. 
" To think 
well is the 
iRray to act 
rightly."— 
Paley. 
Ps. cziz. 15. 

Ps.zii. 2; 
czx. 2. Z. 
When evil 
thoiights in- 
trude, they 
are burdens 
to the good, 
who do not 
indulge 
them; but it 
is the study 
of the wicked 
how, by de- 
ceit, trick, 
fair pre- 
tence, and 
cimning arti- 
fice, they 
may over- 
reach others. 
Prov. zz. 14. 



to xiu 6.] 



SCRIPTUaS EXAUPLB8. 
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Frcmrb$, 



lihuiraticng fiwB Scripture, iZ^arMcet, SfCt 

Daniel's accusers, Dim, vi. 7> 8, who, 
to induce Darius to comply with their 
wiab, declared that aU the presidents 
were agreed upon it. 

Herod to the wise men, Matt, ii. 8. 16. 

The Pharisees respecting the tribute- 
miMiev, Matt. xxii. 16, 16. 

Judas, Jckn xii. 4—6. 

The roasters of the damsel possessed 
with a devil, contrived such an accusa- 
tion against Paul and Silas as would 
bide tiwir real motive; their pretext 
was regard for the public peace, Act» xvi. 
19—21. 

Demetrius and his fellow workmen 
affected a regard for religion, Jets xix. 
24 — ^28, hut the leading juotive in both 
cases was covetousneiu. 

The Jews laying wait for Paul, Jiott 
XXlll. 15. 



Ch. xti. & 

A man shall be Thus under every disadvantage arising 
commended ac- from their station m society at the time, 
cording to his wis- Joseph, David, and Daniel, were com- 
dom ; mended. Joseph when cast as a criminal 

in prison, Gen. xli. 39 ; David, when a 
shepherd's boy, 1 Sam, xvi. 18; and 
Daniel when a captive, Dan, i. 19, 20 ; 
«. 47, 46. 

Mary was more commended hy our 
Lord, tbaffi Martha, because she showed* 
more wisdom in the expression of her 
love to himi Mte x. 89 — 42. 

The disciples of Ofarist, «t the day of 
jadgaoent, Matt, xxv. l- — 13, especially 
those who have been instrumental in 
coBwrttng sinners, Dan, xii. 3. 

but be that is of Hophni and Phinehas, though filling 
a perverse heart a very sacred office, and sons of the Judge 
shall be ^aipised. and HiR:h Priest of Israel, 1 Sam, i. 3 ; 

ii. 17. SO. 

Mahal, though very rich, was despised 

even by his own servants, 1 Sam, xxv. 2. 

It. 
' Jadah,ibr her perverse departure from 

God, was despised even by those who had 
courted her alliance, Jer, iv. 22. 30. 

The prodigal son, when he had spent 
aU Ms money, no man gave unto him, 
being despised even by hia former comi 
panions, Luke xv. 16, 16, 

d6 



Prov. U. 6, 
Jamea f. t. 
Proy. iil. 11, 
22. 

"We should 
frequently 
think on the 
day «f Judg- 
ment, wblcb 
will set the 
seal 00 an 

charaoisra.* 

1 Cor. tv. 0. 

2 Cor. X. 18. 



Prov. 1. 24— 
26 ; iU. 85. 
Dau. xii. 2. 
See alto Pi. 
xix. 13; 11. 
10. 

Suggesting a 
luitabla 
prayer to 
preserve us 
from a per- 
verse heart 
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Proverbt, 



ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. XH. 10^ 
Ultutralionsfrom Scripture. Rrferences, ^c. 



Ch. xii. 10. 
A righteous man 
regardeth the life 
of his beast; but 
the tender mercies 
of the wicked are 
cruel. 



Deut. xzii. 
7; XXV. 4. 
Pi.xxxvi.6; 
cxlv. 9. 
Jon. iy. 11. 
Matt. X. 29. 
The above 
references 
show God'a 
tender care 
for animala, 
and there- 
fore our 
duty. 
Luke vi. 86. 



xii. 11. 
He that tilleth his 
land shall be satis- 
fied with bread ; 
but he that follow- 
eth Tain persons 
is void of under- 
standing. 



xii. 13. 
The wicked is 
snared by the 
transgression of 
his lips; 



Prov. xilL 
2S;xiv.4.2S; 
xxvii.23— 27; 
xxviU. 19. 

1 Then. iv. 
U, 12. 

2 Then. Ui. 
10—12. 



but the just shall 
come outof trouble. 



Abraham's servant: one of the first ob- 
jects of his care on entering Laban's house 
was to attend to his camels, Gen. xxiv. 32. 

Jacob, Gen. xxxiii. 13, 14. 

Judah, reluctant to murder his bro- 
ther, but willing to sell him as a slave, 
though knowing the anguish it would 
cause his aged father. Gen. xxxvii. 27* 

Nahash the Ammonite, his offer to the 
men of Jabesh-gilead. 1 Sam. xi. 1, 2. 

Pilate, at the very moment he declared 
our Lord to be innocent, yet suggesting 
that He should be scourged, LtSte xxiii. 
16. 

Jacob's industry, and God's blessing 
upon it, Gen. xxxi. 40. 

The followers of Abimelech, as illus- 
trated by Jotham's parable, and proved 
by facts, Judges ix. 

The followers of Absalom, 2 Sam. xv. ; 
xviii. 7. 

The followers of Theudas and Judas, 
Acts V. 36, 37. 

The Amalekite, who brought Saul's 
crown to David, and Rechab and Baanah, 
2iSam.i. 2— 16; iv. 5. 12. 

Adonijah, who was plotting by his re- 
quest the usurpation of the throne, which 
God had so distinctly given to Solomon, 
1 Kings ii. 23. 

Daniel's accusers, Dan. vi. 24. 

The Jews, at the trial of our Lord, 
Matt, xxvii. 26, as illustrated by their 
present state. 

Joshua and Caleb, Numb. xiv. 10. 24. Pa- xxxiv. 
30. '^• 

Esther's effectual suit for her own life 35—39. 
and that of her people. Esth. vii. 3 ; viii. 2 Pet. ii. 9. 
a— 17; ix. 26. 

Peter at Jerusalem when they that 
were of the circumcision contended with 
him. Acts xi. 2 — 18. 



See on Prov. 
xviii. 7 ; 
xviii. 21. 
1 Pet. iii. 10. 



xii. 16. Lot's sons-in-law, Gen. xix. 14. 

The way of a fool is The Pharisees, who excommunicated 

right in his own the man who had been born blind, John 

eyes; ix. 43. 



Prov. x!v. 16. 
G«l. vi. 3. 
1 Tim. vi. 4. 
Proud.know- 
Ing nothing. 



to xii. 18.] 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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Prov9rhi. 

but he that heark- 
eneth unto counsel 
ii wise. 



but a prudent man 
covereth shame. 



Brfereneet, ^e. 

See on Froy. 
i. 6 ; ProT. ix. 
9 ; xix. 20. 
Pi. cxix. 24. 
"The first 
step to know- 
ledge is to 
know that 



Ch. xii. 16. 
A fool's wrath is 
presently known ; 



Cecil. 



IHu9traHoni fr<m Scripture, 

Pharaoh, Gen, xii. 37 — 46. 

Jacobi by hearkening to the counsel 
of Judah, was restored to his lost child. 
Gen, xliii. 1 1 ; xlv. 26—28. 

Moses, though eighty years of age, 
learned in all the wisdom of the Egyp- 
tians, and whom the Lord knew face to we are igno- 
face, hearkened to Jethro's counsel, rant"— 
Exod. xviii. 19-24. 

Nathanael's readiness to take the ad- 
vice of his friend, and his wisdom in so 
doing. John i. 46—61. 

Apollos, though distinguished for his 
eloquence, and knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures, hearkened to the instruction of 
Priscilla as well as of Aquila, Acti xviii* 
24^26. 

The consequences of David not heark- 
ening to the counsel of Joab, 2 Sam, 
xxiv. 3, 4. 16. 



xii. 18. 
There is that 
speaketh like the 
piercings of a 
sword; 



but the tongue of 
the wise is health. 



Jehoram's, (king of Israel,) against 
Elisha, 2 King* vi. 31. 

Jezebel's against Elijah, 1 Kingi xix. 
1.2. 

Nebuchadnezzar's rage against Shad- 
rach, &c. which appeared in his counte- 
nance, Dan, iii. 19. 

Those in the synagogue at Nazareth 
against our Lord, Luke iv. 28. 

Contrast Gideon's command of temper, 
Judge* viii. 2, 3, with the conduct of the 
men of Ephraim, Judges viii. 1. 

The Jews' silence when taunted by 
Rabshakeh, ha, xxxvi. 21. 

David, 1 Sam. xvii. 29, 30, contrasted 
with his elder brother Eliab, 1 Sam, 
xvii. 28. 

Saul, 1 Sam. x. 27, contrasted with 
himself, 1 Sam, xx. 30—33. 

Saul, against his son Jonathan, 1 Sam, 
XX. 80. 

The Jews against our Lord, John viii. 
48. 

Jeremiah was the object of cruel mock- 
ing. Lam, iii. 14 ; Heb. xi. 36. 

The wise and healing advice which 
St Paul gave respecting the excommu- 
nicated person, 2 Cor, ii. 6 — 11. 

Jethro, Exod, xviii. 17—26. 



Prov. XXV. 
28; XXX. 32. 
Matt. y. 22. 
Suggesting a 
solemn mo- 
tive tore- 
strain anger. 



James i. 19. 
See on Prov. 
X. 12. 

Prov. xvii. 9; 
xxix. n. 



See on Prov. 
XXV. 18. 
James iii. 
6—8. 



Prov. X. 20, 
21. 

See on 
Prov.xvl.24. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS Of PROYSRBS BT [Ch. XU. 19| 



Prw$r^» IllMtrmiiimt from Seripture, 

Abigail, 1 iS'am.xxv. 24—31. 

Stephen's prayer for his murderers, 
jteti vii. 60, contrasted with their feel- 
ings towards him, 4ct8 vii. 54 67 — 59. 
Saul of Tarsus, who was one of them, 
became afterwards no eminent saiut, and 
thus remarkably was Stephen's prayer 
answered. 

Ch. xii. 19. 
The lip of truth Caleb and Joshua's report of the pro- 
shall be established mised land, contrasted with the evil and 



Rrfereaees, ^c. 



Eph. iv. 
29—32. 



for ever ; 



false report which the ten other spies 
brought, Numb. xiii. 30 — 33 ; xiv. 6. 30. 

Reference may also be made to some 
of the wonderful prophecies of the Bible, 
uttered between two and tliree thousand 
years ago, but now fulfilling, as in the 
present st.-ite of Nineveh, Nah, i. 8. 10 ,* 
Zeph. ii. 13—15. 

Babylon, Ixa. xiii. 19 ; xiv. 22, 23. 

Tyre, Ezek, xxvi. 4, 5 ; xxvii. ; Isa. 
xxiU. 3. 8. 

Egypt, Szek. xxix. 15. 

The preservation of the Jews, Deut. 
iv. 31 ; Lev. xxvi. 44 ; Amos ix. 9 ; as a 
separate people. 

The coming of our Lord, and the 
events of his history ; the place of his 
birth, Micah v. 2; the exact time, Dan. 
ix. 25, 26; the manner, Isa, vii. 14, &c. 

Particularly notice the improbability 
of the fulfilment qf these prophecies at 
the time they were delivered. 

Thus the praphecies respecting Nin- 
eveh, &c., were, when they were in 
the height of their power; those re- 
specting the Jews, when they were in 
extreme danger in tbs wilderness, 
&c. : and with regard to our Lord, 
how unlikely that the Jews, who so 
ardently expected their Messiah, should 
reject Him wlien He came, as foretold by 
Isaiah, Isa. liii. ; that being rejected and 
put to death at their instigation, He 
should, as foretold by David, jRl xxii. 16, 
die hy crucifixion, a ^ nnishment not in 
use among them ; that all his bones should 
be out of joints and not one broken, Ps. 
xxii. 14; xxxiv. 90; John kk. 36; that 
dying the viflest of deaths, He sboi^ yet 
be ^buried honourably, /aa.liii. 9. Again ; 
if it had been said thst the ctlethes of our 



See on Prov. 

xiii. 5, and 

xxi. 28. 

Matt. xziv. 

36. 

2 Peter i. 

19—21. 

Truth is al- 
ways consis- 
tent with 
itseir, and 
the more and 
longer it is 
tried, the 
more will 
this i^pear. 
He who 
strictly ad- 
heres to truth 
will gradual- 
ly establish 
Ms character, 
and will not 
have cause 
to fear any 
investiga- 
tion; but a 
liar is soon 
detected* 
being apt to 
contradict 
himself, and 
thus render 
himself sus- 
pected and 
distrusted in 
every thing. 



to xii. 21.] 



BCRIPTUm EXAMPtBI. 



•7 



but a lying tongue 
It but for a mo- 
mont 



Ch. xii. tl. 
Tbere shall no evil 
happen tothejueti 
but the wiciced 
■hall be filled with 
miachief. 



Lord would be given to the exeoutioner, 
thie wai cttttomary in almoit every coun* 
try t but the circumetance of their cast* 
ing lots, «• foretold by David, P«. xxii. 
IS, teemed entirely to depend on the 
ci4)rice of the loldiem at the momenti 
Prw, XV. 11 ( John xx. 31. 

Contraited with the fulfilment of these Pro^* ^lix. 
prophecies may be noticed the confusion jobxx.4— 8t 
which Ood has put upon the lying xxvli.8. 
oracles of the heathen, as those of Baby- R«v. xxt. 8. 
Ion, &c. /«<!. xliv. 25; xlvii. 12—14. 

The prophecies of the various fklse 
prophets: Kedekiah, 1 Kingt xxii. 11 1 
Hananiah, J$r. xxviii. 

The Devil's assurance to Rve, that she 
should not die, Osa. iii. 4, ft. 

Oehaai, 2 Kingt v. 27 1 /Vov. x. 0. 

Ananias and Sapphira, Aett v. ft. 10. Prov. xxt. 8. 



Rom. vili. 

S8. 

S Cor. It. 17. 

18. 

*• The guilt 

of one tin is 

a neater 

mlierjr than 

a thousand 

orostei.''— 



Abraham, <7fffi. xxiv. 1. 

The same event has of^en a totally dif- 
ftrent aspect to the Just and the wicked. 

Isaac was oppressed with blindness 
and other inflrmities of age, being pro- 
bably bed-ridden nearlv forty years, (?en. 
xxvit. xxxv, 28, 20 1 but thus was he 
taught to look for a better, even a 
heavenly country, Hth. xi. 13. 16. 

So lillsha, at a very advanced ago, 
seems' to have died under a lingering 
disease, 2 JC<N^«xiii. 14, but under very 
different circumstances to Jehoram, the 
wicked son of pious Jehoshaphat, 2 
Chnm. xxi. 18, 10. 

Josiah died in battle, 2 CAroa. xxxv. 
23, 24, ilnin like Ahnb, 1 Kingi xxii. 
84. 37tby an arrow, but Josiah died in 

Seace, taken fi*om the evil to come, 2 
\iHgt xxii. 20} P«. cxvi. 1ft t /m. Ivil. 
1, 2. Ahab*s death was a Judgment, a 
declaration that the measure of his 
iniquity was at length Ailed up, 1 Kingt 
xxii. 2o. 

Jeremiah auffbred muoh through life, H'tP^^^li 

and probablv died a violent death, but ^^^""^^ 

under very different circumstances fW>m tyni praise 

those of Jaaaaniah, Eit$k. xi. 1 — 8. 10. thee, p 

The Lont wm his portion, Lam. ill. {^^'r"., 

Mtkgk KOV. VII. 

— 20. 0^jf. 

Paul'a thorn in the floth, **Ood an- 



See on 
Prov.xiT. 



14. 



88 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. Xli. 22, 

Prwerbt. Illuitrationsfrom Scripture. Brfetence*^ Sfc, 

swered his prayer by a merciful denial, 
and most blessed him in crossing his 
desire."— J?f». Halli 2 CoK xii. 7—10. 
David's afflictions, 2 Sam. xv. 25, 26; 
P«. cxix. 71 f contributed to his good. 

Paul's feeling, 2 Tim. iv. 18, in the 
immediate prospect of martyrdom, 2 
Tim. iv. 6, emphatically shows there 
shall no evil happen to the just ; and 
presents a striking contrast to the death 
of Judas, Matt, xxvii. 3 — 5. 

Ch. xii. 22. 
Lying lips are Trace the course of God's providence 
abomination to the towards Jacob after deceiving his father, 
Lord J ^^w* xxvii. 

(1.) The wrath of Esau, Qen. xxvii. 

41 ; xxxii. 6, 7 ; 

(2.) The deceit of Laban, Gen. xxxi. 7; 

(3.) And especially the deceit of his 

own children, more than thirty years 

after his sin. Gen. xxxvii. 31 — 36. 

If for this one lie, to which Jacob was 
enticed by his mother, God visited him 
through a course of so many years, how 
hateful in God's sight must be the habi- 
tual liar. 



Prov. vi. 16, 
17. 

Rev. xxi. 8; 
xxii. 15. 
Catechism : 
•* Keep my 
tongue from 
lying," &c. 
Pg. cxix. 29. 
Use not to 
make any 
manner of 
lie, for the 
cu»tam 
thereof is 
not good. 
Ecclus. vii. 
IS. 



but they that deal 
truly are his de- 
light. 



xii. 2a 
A prudent man 
concealeth know- 
ledge ; 



Moses, who faithfully declared most Ps. xv. 1, 2. 
unwelcome truths. Numb. xii. 7. 8. 1*^°^* ^* **• 

Samuel, his strict regard to truth, 
even when a child, 1 iSam. iii. 18; his 
integrity as a judge, 1 Sam. xii. 

Daniel, Dan. vi. 4. 

Nathanael, John i. 47. 51. 



Abraham seems to have concealed, 
both from Sarah and the young men, 
that he had received a command to offer 
up his son, and he did not mention it to 
Isaac till they were alone on the mount 
Thus he spared the feelings of Sarah and 
Isaac, and obviated the difficulties which 
the young men migiu have interposed in 
the execution of his duty, Gen. xxii. 

Joseph concealed the knowledge of 
himself, Gen. xlii. 7* from his brethren, 
till, by a prudent trial of the sincerity of 
their love to his brother Benjamin and 
their father, Gen. xli v. 18 — 34, and also 
of their repentance for their sin. Gen. 
xlii. 21, they were shown to be in a fit 
state to be the objects of his kindness. 



See on Prov. 
X. 19. xi. IS. 
Prov- xiv. 
S3; xxix. 11. 
A Wiseman 
wiU hold his 
tongue till he 
see opportu- 
nity; but a 
babbler and 
a fool will 
regard no 
time. 
Ecclus. XX. 7. 



to Xii. 23.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 89 

Proverbi* lUuttrationt/rom Scripture, Rrf$r9nees, ij^c. 

Moses concealed from Jethro the er- Eocles. ill, I. 
rand upon which God sent him, probably ** 
lest hiS/father or wife should discourage 
him from so difficult and dangerous a 
duty, Exod, iv. 18. Bp. Patrick, 

Saul not mentioning to his uncle the 
high honour which was awaiting him. 
This showed both his modesty in avoid- 
ing ostentation, and his prudence not to 
excite envy, 1 Sam. x. 16. 

The prudence of Samuel in not con- Collect for 
municating what he had to say to Saul in Whitsundat* 
the hearing of his servant, 1 Sam, ix. 27. Jig^nS/a ' * 

Nathan { the guarded manner in which, ment in £ 
by a parable, he concealed the know- thingi. 
ledge of his purpose, till he had led 
David to convict himself, 2 Sam, xii. 
1-6. 

The Prophet, under the parable of the 
prisoner, making Ahab to judge himself, 
1 Kings XX. 85—43. 

Nehemiah knew the wickedness of the 
motives by which Sanballat and Geshem 
were influenced in inviting him to a con- 
ference, but prudently did not give that 
as a reason for not attending it, though 
he gave a reason in itself true and suffi- 
cient, Neh, vi. 2, S. 

Paul : as it would not have answered "Itit wisdom 

any good purpose, he, for fourteen years, iometlmes to 

concealed the fact of his having been J^""£jSi' 

caught up into the third heaven, 2 Cor, that we mif 

xii. 2 { also his prudence in adapting his not prejudice 

instructions to the state of those he truth/'— Bp. 

taught, 1 Cor, iii. 2; Heb, v. 11; and """* 
thus imitating his Divine Master, John 
xvi. 12. 

but the heart of The imprudence of Samson in reveal- See on Prov. 
fools proclaimeth ing what tie ought to have concealed, ^iij* ^^ > '^* 
fooliahnesB. and thus proclaiming his own folly, |>oeiet. x. 8. 

Judg, xvi. 17. U. 14.* ' 

The young men, who were so very in- ?•• oxll. 8. 
competent to give Rehoboam advice, yet 
giving such bad advice with so much of 
lelf-conceit and positiveness, 2 Chron, x. 
10, 1 1. 

False teachers, as alluded to by Peter 
and Paul, who by their ostentation of 
knowledge, only proclaimed their own 
foolishness, 9 Pet, ii. 18 ; 1 Tim, i. 6, 7. 
Diotrephes, 3 John 0, 10. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BT [Ch. xli. 24, 



Ch. xii. 2i, 
The hand of the 
diligent shall bear 
rule; 



lUustraUonafrom Scripture, 



Brfertncu, 8fc, 



but the slothful 
shall be under tri- 
bute. 



xii. 26. 

Heaviness in the 
heart of man mak- 
eth it stoop ; 



but a good word 
raaketh it glad. 



xii. 26. 
The righteous is 
more excellent 
than his neigh- 
bour; 



Joseph, not only when a slave in the Prov. x. 4; 

house of Potiphar, but when considered ^"i''*;*^*-^. 
• . I*. . ^ . . bee on Pror. 

as a criminal in pruuo, Gen, xxxix. 4. xxii. 29. 

22. Rey.'iU.'21; 

Jeroboam made, by Solomon, ruler of "^*- '• 
the house of Joseph, 1 Kings xi. 28. 

The Israelites, as recorded in the book 
of Judges, from their neglect of God, 
and love of present ease in not driving 
out their enemies when they had them 
in their power, were under tribute to 
Cushan, Jadg. iii. 8; to Eglon, Judg. iii. 
12 ; to the Philistines, Judg, iii. 31 ; to 
Jabin, Judg. iv. 2; to the Midianites, &c. 
Jitdg, vi. 1. 



My ton, lead 
not a beg- 
gar's life. 
£cclu8.zl.28. 
ProT. xix.15 ; 
xxi. 25. 
Matt. XZT. 
26—30. 
Heb. vi. 12. 



Prov. XV. IS ; 
xvU. 22. 
Litany : 
"OGod, 
mercifiU Fa- 
ther, that 
despisest not 
the sighing 
of a contrite 
heart," &c. 



Aaron, and his sons Elea2ar and Itha- 
mar, being under deep family affliction, 
were too much depressed to eat the sa- 
cred feast with calmness and cheerful* 
ness, and therefore burnt it, and their 
circumstances seemed to be An apology 
for the deviation, Lev, xi. 2. 17. 20. 

Ezra's deep affliction, almost amount- 
ing to despair, at the ungodly marriages 
of his countrymen, Ezra ix. 4, 6, 6. 

Nehemiah, though in the midst of 
worldly abundance, yet his grief for the 
ruinous state of Jerusalem, Neh, i. 4. 

Hezekiah — Ood*s kind message to him Pror. xv. 23 ; 
by Isaiah, Isa. xxxviii. xvi. 24 ; xxv. 

Ezra : the encouragement he received j*' ^^T^' ^' 
from Shechaniah to proceed with the Matt. zi. 28. 
reformation of his countrymen, Ezra x. 
1-6. 

Nehemiah, Neh. ii. 1 — 6. 

The woman that was a sinner, LuUm vii. 
88.50. 

Mary MagdaJene» JoAtixx. 11 — 18. 

The disciples going tO Emmaus, Luke 
xxiv. 17. 32. 



Jehoshaphat was made to appear more 
excellent than his neighbour Jehoram, 
king of Israel, when they were in the 
same outward circumstances, 2 Kings 
iii. 14. 

Daniel, Dan, vi. 3, whose excellence, 
though a Jew and a captive, was so felt 
by even a heathen king, that he pre- 



Prov.xlv. 19. 
The duty of 
•bowing our 
religion by 
our conduct 
is implied in 
the following 
references. 
Matt.v. 
48. 



to Xii. 28.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPX.S9. 91 

Prw0rb$. Illu8iraiiQn9fri>m Scripture* Brftrenatt S^c, 

fenred him above all the princes and pre- ^f^ vi. 82 
flidents of hii own people. Pl^^] ^^ 15 

Herod Antipai' reverence for and ipet.ii.i8— 
fear oi John even wlule meditating his Si. 
destruction, is a striking illustration of 
the dignity of a truly religious cha- 
racter, Mark vi. 20. 

Paul, by his piety, was a support to 
the whole ship's company, and rendered 
them far more service than the master of 
the ship, Acts xxvii. 

The change wrought in the Corinth- 
ians, 1 Cor. vi. Ill in the Kphesians» 
Eptu ii. 1 — 7 ; in the strangers scattered 
throughout Pontus, &c. 1 Pet, i. 22; was 
not a mere change of opinion, but of 
moral character, which cvidentlv made 
them more excellent than their heathen 
neighbours. 
but the way of the Balaam, while acknowledging the ex- J'"^-*- ''•*♦• 
wicked seduceth cellency of the righteous, was seduced igti, g^n^ay 
them. by yielding to his covetous desires, not after Trinity. 

to tread in his steps, Nnmb, xxiii. 10 ; 2 
Pet. ii. 15. 

Sordid Laban's testimony to Jacob, 
Gen. XXX. 27; his niffgnrdly treatment 
of his nephew led to the loss of his ser- 
vices. 

Pharaoh's testimony to Moses, Exod* 
ix. 27 ; X. 16 ; and Saul's to David, 1 
Sam. xxiv. 17. Yet, though so deep 
were their convictions of sin, Pharaoh 
and Saul returned again to their in- 
iquity, to attempt the destruction of 
those whose righteousness they so fully 
acknowledged. Exod, xiv. 6; 1 Sam. 
xxvi. 2. 

Joash's remarkable testimony to the 
excellency of Elisha, 2 Kingt xiii. 14 ; 
yet continuing an idolater. 

Pilapte's testimony to our Lord's in- 
nocence, and frequent attempts to re- 
lease him, but seduced by the desire of 
popularity and the fear of tumult, Mark 
XV. 15{ Matt, xxvii. &4. 

Ch. xil. 28. 

In the way of Enoch, //«6. xi. •. Prov. Ix. U; 

righteousness ii Samuel contrasted with Hophni and f -^^^ »|; i»- 

life; and in the Phineas, whose wickedness brought them johnxl.ia.* 

pathway thereof to an untimely end, 1 Sam. ii. 84; Iv. 11. i Cor. xv. 04 

there is no death. David oontraated with Saul, 1 Chroiu — A>- 

X. IS, 14. 



92 ILLUSTRATIONS 07 PROVERBS BT [Ch. xHi. 5, 

Proverbs, Illustrations from Scripture. References, Sfc, 

Paul, whose desire after righteousness, Rom. viiL 28; 
Jets xxiv. 16; 1 Cor. ix. 27; Heb. iv. ^coUiSin 
11, is no less remarkable than his utter Burial Ser- 
renunciation of any dependence on it vice : " O 
for salvation, PkiL iii. 8, was evidently ^f^^^^ 
delivered from the curse of the first 
death, and the power of the second or 
eternal death, 2 Tim. iv. 7i 8* 

All who truly believe in Christ, John 
xi. 26 ; X. 27. 28, the Lord our righteous- 
ness, Jer. xxiii. 6. 



God," &c. 



Ch. xiii. 5. 
A righteous man 
hateth lying ; 



but a wicked man 
is loathsome, and 
cometh to shame. 



xiii. 7* 
There is that 
maketh himself 
rich, yet hath no- 
thing : 



there is that 
maketh himself 
poor, yet hath 
great riches. 



Joseph, a courtier, but with true 
nobleness of mind, avowing the dis- 
reputable employment of his connec- 
tions. Gen. xlvi. 31 — 34. 

Samuel, 1 Sam. iii 18. 

Micaiah, 1 Kings xxii. 13, 14. 

The Psalmist, Ps. cxix. 163. 

Agur, Prov. xxx. 8. 

Jeremiah, Jer. xxvi. 1 — 15. 

John the Baptist, who, abhorring to 
flatter, boldly told the truth, Matt. xiv. 4. 

Jehoram, king of Judah, 2 Chron. 
xxi. 18, 19. 

Gehazi, 2 Kings v. 27. 

Jezebel, 2 Kings ix. 35, who had so 
awfully induced others to lie to procure 
the murder of Naboth, 1 Kings xxi. 
7—13. 

Herod eaten of worms, Acts xii. 21 — 
23, for his loving a lie which fed his 
pride. 

Ahab, though a king, rendered mise- 
rable for want of a garden of herbs, 1 
Kings xxi. 4. 16. 22. 

Haroan, Esth. v. ]1 — 13. 

The self-righteous Pharisee at the 
Temple, Luke xviii. ]] — 14. 

The self-conceited Corinthians, 1 Cor. 
iv. 8. 

The boasting false teachers alluded to 
by Peter, 2 Pet. ii. 18, 19. 

Matthew, Luke v. 27. 28 ; xxii. 29. 

Zacchens, Luke xix. 8, 9. 

Paul, 2 Ca»'. vi. 10 ; Phil. iii. 8. 

The Ephesian converts, Acts xix. 19 ; 
Eph. ii.; enriched with the blessings of 
the gospel, <* the unsearchable riches of 
Christ" 



Col.m.9. 
Prov. xii. 17; 
xiv. 5 ; xxx. 
8. 



Prov. vi. 16, 

17. 

Rev. xxi. 8. 

Rev. xxii. 15. 



Prov.xili.il. 
** Nothing 
can fill the 
heart or man 
but He that 
made it."— 
Bp. Hall. 
Eccles. V. 10 
Luke xii. IS. 
PB. cxix. 86. 



Eccles. xi. 1. 
Is. Ivii. 15. 
Matt. V. 8. 



toxiii. 12.] 

Proverbs, 



SCRIPTURB EXAMPLES* 
lUuttrationM from Scripture. 
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Refereneet, 4'C* 



Ch. xiil. 10. 
Only by pride 
c6ineth conten- 
tion: 



but with the well 
advised is wisdom. 



xiii. 12. 
Hope deferred 
inaketh the heart 
sick; 



but when the de- 
sire cometh, it is a 
tree of life. 



The Church of Smyrna, Rev. ii. 0, 
contrasted with the Church of Laodicea, 
Rev, iii. 17* 

Dathan'a pride led him to contention 
with Moses. Being the descendant of 
Reuben, Jacob's first-born, he proudly 
aspired to that supreme command which 
Ood had conferred on Moses, the grand- 
son of Levi, the third in descent from 
Jacob, Numb. xvi. 

The pride of the men of Ephraim 
leading them into contention with Jeph- 
thah, and which cost them 42,000 men, 
Judg, xii. I — 6. 

Rehoboam advised by Shemaiah, 
dropped his contention with Jeroboam, 
1 Kings xii. 22—24. 

The Jews, well advised by Hezekiah, 
entered not into contention with Rab- 
shakeh, 2 Kings xviii. 36. 

The multitude of the disciples, well 
advised by the Apostles, came to a wise 
decision, all source of contention being 
removed. Acts vi. 1 — 7- 

Abraham's long expectation of Isaac, 
(for nearly 26 years after the promise,) 
a severe trial to his faith, Oen, xv. 2, 
3. 

David's deferred hope of being able 
to attend the sanctuary, Ps. xlii. 1 — 3, 
and of deliverance from Saul, 1 Sam. 
xxvii. 1. 

The Jews' hope of help from Egypt, 
to raise the siege of Jerusalem when 
attacked by Nebuchadnezzar, Lam, iv. 

17. 

The two disciples going to Emmauii 
Luke xxiv. 17. 21. 

Abraham, at the birth of Isaac, whose 
name means laughter, Gen. xxi. 3 — 8. 

Hannah, I Sam. i. 26—28. 

The Jews, when delivered from their 
captivity in Babylon, Ps. cxxvi. ; Isa, li. 
11. 

The joy of the true servant of Christ 

on entering heaven. Rev. xxii. 2—5; vii« 

14 — 17» contrasted with Rom, viii. 23; 

2 Cor, V. 2 — 4, descriptive of his present 

s tate. 



Prov. xxvlil. 
2S. 
" When we 
overrate oui- 
selves, we 
think we are 
unworthily 
treated by 
others."— 
Flavet. 

Litany. 
From...pride 
...Good Lord, 
deliver us. 
James lit 
13—18. 



Prov. i. 5; 
xiL 15. 



Gal. vi. 9. 
Hab.lii. 17 
—19. 

In refer- 
ence to what 
Ood has pro- 
mised, we 
should never 
despair, how- 
ever long 
we may wait. 



Ps. xvii. 15. 



94 TL^UeTRATlOKS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. xiil« 13, 

Prwerhs, lUu$traiUms from Scripture, Referendet, ^c. 

Ch. xiii. 13* 
Whoso despiseth The world befove the flood despising ?«>▼• i. 24— 
the word shall be the word of God by the preaching of ^' p^ 
destroyed; Noah, 1 Pet. iii. 20; 2 Pet. ii. 6. i. so, si. 

The Israelites, as described by Moses, Lake xri. 31. 
and awfully fulfilled in their destruc- Heb.x.2«,2*. 
tiofi by the Romans, Deut. xxviii. 44 — 68. 

The unbelieving lord at the siege of 
Samaria, 2 Kings vii. 2. 17—20. 

Joash, king of Judah, 2 Chron. zxiv. 
17—26. 

Amaziah, 2 Chron. xxv. 16. 27* 

The chief of the Priests, and of the 
people, just before the destruction of 
Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, 2 Chron, 
xxxvi. 16. 

Jehoiakim, who murdered the pro- 
phet Urijah, Jer. xxvi. 20 — 24, and cut 
Jeremiah's roll with a pen-knife, and cast 
it into the fire, Jer. xxxvi. 23 — 30. 

The Jews, in the time of Jeremiah, 
who fied to Egypt, and dwelt at Pathros, 
Jer. xliv. 16, 17* 27. a remarkable in- 
stance of self-will in resisting God's 
word, and of the misery which follows 
upon the indulgence of it. 

but he that feareth Pharaoh's servants, Exod. ix. 20* I^rov.zix. 16. 

the commandment Even Ahab obtained some mitigation ^■•*'.*^'.'|- 

shall be rewarded, of his sentence, 1 Kings xxi. 29. ^ai. ia!*i6, 

Amaziah was no loser by the sacrifice 17. 

of the 100 talents of silver, 2 Chron, Litany: 

xxv. 7— 11. ^^* '^leJ^ 

Ebedmelech the Ethiopian, when Je- T^ee, to give 

rusalem was destroyed, Jer. xxxix. 15 — us a heart to 
I o love and 

Contrast Josiah, 2 Chron. xxxiv. 27, aiid*diligenl- 

'28, with his son Jehoiakim, Jer. xxxvi. ly to live after 

23—30; xxii. 19. thycom- 

xiii. 16. mandments. 

Good under- Abraham obtained the respect and re- Ps. cxfx. 

standing giveth gard even of his heathen neighbours, ^*" ^'' 
favour; »nd a greater readiness than he sup* 

posed to accede to his wishes, Oen, xxiii. 
10, U. 

The good conduet of Joseph, and God's 
blessing upon him, Gen. xxxix. 2. 
Joshua, Josh. vi. 27* 
David, 1 Sam. xviii. 14 
Daniel, Dan. i. 8, 9 ; vi. 8. 
The child Samuel was in favour both 
with the Lord, and also with men, I Sam, 
ii. 26. 



toxiii. 16.] 

Frwerht. 

but the way of 
transgressors is 
hard. 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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Ch. xiii. 16. 

Every prudent 
man dealetb with 
knowledge ; 



lUustraUonsfroM Scripture, JUtfntnettf 4'c. 

The angels which kept not their first Im. ivii. 

estate, 2 Pet, ii. 4 ; Jude 6. 20. 21. 

Eve, by her transgression, brought i"**^,*^-* „ 
V. ' ir .u ^ i' o J S Rom. li. 8, 9. 

upon herself the anger ot God, and a 

heart alienated from him, the loss of para- 
dise, fear, shame, sorrow, the reproach 
of her husband, subjection to Satan, and 
to death temporal, spiritual, eternal, 
which has descended on her posterity, 
Gen, iii.; Rom. v. 
Cain, Gen, iv. 11 — 15. 



Abraham's servant showed great dis- 
cretion and consideration, as well as 
piety, in the management of the difficult 
duty with which he was entrusted. Gem 
xxiv. 

Jacob's arrangements for meeting 
Esau, showed his prudence, Gen, xxxii. 
7, 8, and knowledge of human nature, 
Gen. xxxii. 13; Prov, xviii. 16, as well 
as his faith in God*s promises. Gen, 
xxxii. 9— 12. 

Parable of building the tower, Luke 
xiv. 28. 

Paul, when he went to Jerusalem 
with Barnabas, showed great discretion 
and prudence, GaL ii. 2. 

The accommodation of the Apostles 
to the prejudices of the converted Jews 
in permitting them the use of the Mosaic 
ritual, but not permitting them to force 
it on the Gentiles, Acts xv. 

It was foretold of our Blessed Lord, 
that he should deal prudently, ha. Hi. 
13; and many instances are recorded 
in the gospels illustrating this. Where 
there wasdetermined unbelief he wrought 
but few miracles, Matt, xiii. 68 ; Mark 
viii. 11, 12, with Matt, vii. 6. Our 
Lord wrought very few miracles at 
Jerusalem, in the earlier part of his 
ministry, and the wisdom and prudence 
of this appear in the effect produced, at 
its close, by the raising of Lazarus, 
John xi. 47, which makes it evident that 
not to have acted Ho would, humanly 
speaking, have hastened his crucifixion 
before his ministry was accomplished. 
Observe also his mode of silencing the 
Herodians, Matt, xxil 16— 22; the Sad- 
duceet, Matt, xxii. 23--a3| the Phari- 



Pi. cxix. 9. 
Prov. ii. 1— 
11. 

Pi. cxii. 6. 
A good man 
... .will guide 
his affklrs 
with dlBcre- 
tton. 

Eph. V. 17. 
ConflrniRtion 
Service 
Prayer. 
"Almighty 
and everlast- 
ing Qod .... 
strengthen 
them, we be- 
seech thee, O 
Lord, with 
the Holy 
Qhoit, the 
Comforter, 
and didly in- 
crease in 
them thv 
manifold 
gift of grace 
. . . the spirit 
of know- 
ledge," &c. 

"Prudence is 
an ability of 
Judging what 
ii best in the 
choice both of 
the end and of 
the means." 
—Orova, 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. ziu. 20, 



Prooerbs, 



Illustrations from Scripture. References, ^c. 

sees. Matt. xxii. 34 — 46 ; his refusing to 
work a miracle before Herod, Luke 
xxiii. 9; and his silence on his trial, 
Matt, xxvii. 14. 



but a fool layeth Balaam rebuking his ass, Numb. xxii. 
open his folly. 29, 30. 

Goliath, 1 Sam. xvii. 44. 

Herod's rash oath to give the daughter 
of Herodias whatsoever she would ask. 
Matt. xiv. 7 ; Mark vi. 23. 

The Pharisees, of whom chiefly the 
Jewish Sanhedrim was composed, John 
ix. 29—34. 

Contrast Hezekiah, 2 Chron. xxxii. 7« 
8, and Sennacherib, 2 Chron. xxxii. 17* 



See on Pror. 
xii.23;xT2. 
Eccles. X. 3. 



Ch. xiii. 20. 
He that walketh 



While Uzziah had the benefit of Ze- 



with wise men shall chariah's instruction he sought God, 2 



be wise ; 



but a companion 
of fools shall be 
destroyed. 



Chron. xxvi. 5. 

And Joash did that which was right in 
the sight of the Lord all the days of 
Jehoiada the priest, afterwards asso- 
ciating himself with the wicked princes 
of Judah, was destroyed, 2 Chron. xxiv. 
2. 17—26. 

Ruth, the Moabitess, with Naomi, Ruth 
i. 16; from whom she learnt a know- 
ledge of the true God. 

Elisha with Elijah, 2 Kings ii. 9. 

Andrew, from having been a disciple 
of John the Baptist, was thus introduced 
to a knowledge of Christ, and Peter also 
through his brother Andrew, John i. 40, 
41. 

The advantage Nathanael derived from 
having formed a friendship with Philip, 
John i 45 — 61. 

The Israelites who joined Baalpeor, 
Numb. XXV. 9 ; Ps. cvi. 28, 29L 

The destruction of Lot's married 
daughters and his own imminent danger 
from living at Sodom, Gen. xiii. 12, 13; 
xiv. 12. 

Jehoshaphat's imminent danger from 
his connection with Ahab, 2 Chron, xix. 
2. 

Ahaziah, the grandson of Jehoshaphat, 
on a visit to his idolatrous uncle, Jeho- 
ram, king of Israel, was destroyed, 2 
Kings ix. 21. 27, 28. And it is an awful 
feature of his history, that his mother 



Prov. a. 20 ; 
xxii. 17. 18. 
Ps. cxix. 63. 
115. 

"Agoodman 
is the beet 
friend, and 
therefore 
Boonest to be 
chosen, long- 
er to be re- 
tained, and 
indeed never 
to be parted 
with, unless 
he cease to 
be that for 
which he was 
chosen." — 
/. Taylor. 



Prov. i. 10. 
15; iv, 14, 15. 
"He that 
would be safe 
fh>m the acts 
of evil, most 
wisely avoid 
the occa- 
sions." 
Bp. Hall. 

1 Cor. XV. 
S3, 34. 

2 Cor. vL 
14—18. 



to xiii. 24.] 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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Frwerbs, 



Ch. xiii. 21. 
Evil pursueth 
sinners ; 



Illustrations from Scripture, Brfierefnces, S[c, 

was his counsellor to do wickedly, 2 
Chron, xxii. 3. 



Ecclea. vili. 
11—18 
Ps. cxl. 11. 
Jer. ii. 19. 
Delay does 
not lessen 
the certainty 
of punish- 
ment, either 
here or here- 
after. 

£ccles.iii.l5. 
God requir- 
eth that 
which is 
past. 



Adonibezek, Judg. i. 7* 

The Israelites, as referred to in the 
Book of Judges, Ch. ii. 14, 15. 

Abimelech and the men of Shechem : 
the blood of Gideon's sons was shed by 
the help of the Shechemites ; the blood 
of the Shechemites was shed by Abime- 
lech, who had thus employed them. 
Abimelech's destruction soon followed. 
Judg. ix. 24. 56, 57 ; /oft xx. 4— 9. 

The Amalekites ; the sentence against 
whom was executed more than 400years 
after it was threatened, Exod. xvii. 14; 
1 Sam, XV. 3 — 7» 

Joab, the murderer of Abner and^ 
Amasa, 1 Kings ii. 31. 

Ahab, 1 Kings xxii. 30~3a 

The ten tribes : God first destroyed or 
sent into captivity by Hazael that part 
beyond Jordan, 2 Kings x. 32; then 
Tiglath Pileser subdued and enslaved 
all the northern part, 2 Kings xv. 29 ; 
and, at last, all the ten tribes were taken 
captive by his son Shalmanezer, 2 Kings 
xvii. 3. 6. 18 : from which captivity they 
have never yet returned. 

The present state of the Jews, for 
crucifying our Lord, Matt, xxvii. 25. 

but to the right- Joseph, af^er thirteen years suffering Ps. xxxvil. 

eous good shaU be for righteousness' sake, Gen, xli. 40. 34—40; 

repaid. Widow of Zarephath, 1 Kings xvii. 16. i"7a*io; 

23. Rom. ii. 

The Shunammite, 2 Kings iv. 17—37. 7—10. 
The disciples of Christ, Matt. v. 11, 
12 ; X. 42; xxv. 34 ; 2 Tim. iv. 6—8. 



xiii. 22. 
A good man leav- 
etb an inheritance 
to his children's 
children ; 

and the wealth of 
the sinner is laid 
up for the just. 

xiii. 24. 
He that spareth 
bis rod hateth his 



Abraham, Gen. xxii. 17, 18; xxvi. 5. 

Caleb, to whom, for his distinguished 
piety, Hebron was given, ./bfA. xiv. 14; 
1 Chron. iv. 15. 

Job, Job xiii. 16. 

The wealth of the Egyptians for the 
Israelites, Exod. xii. 36. 

Haman's property given to Esther, 
Esth, viii. 1. 

Eli's neglect to restrain his sons, 1 
Sim, iii. 13, proved their ruin, 1 Sam, 



Prov. XX. 7'. 
Isa. xliv. S. 
Ps.ciii.17. 
Exod. XX. 6. 



Prov. xxvili. 

8. 

Ecdei. ii.26. 



Prov.xlx. 18 ; 
xxii. 15; 
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Praoerbs. 



ILLUSTRATION'S OF PROVERBS BT [Cb. xiv. 6, 
JUustratfOHifrom Scripture, SefereneeSfSfC. 



8on ; but he t\ifit 
loveth him chas- 
teneth him be- 
times. 



iv. 11; showing that such kindness is xxiii. 13, 14; 

cruelty. fiSh>nftiT 

David's great error in his family, was m. 12. 
extreme indulgence. He did not show 
that abhorrence of Absalom's crime that 
he ought to have done, 2 Setm. xiii. 39. 
The beauty of Absalom, 2 Sam, xiv. 25, 
as in the case of Adonijah, 1 Kingt i. 6, ^«^' ^^ 
probably being a snare to him. Observe 
their untimely end, 2 Sam. xviiL 14; 1 
Kings ii. 25; and the misery they occa- J*"; xciv. 12. 
sioned him. 



1 Cor. zL 32. 



Ch. xiv. 6. 
A scomer seek- 
eth wisdom, and 
findeth it not ; 



The Pharisees strengthening them- 
selves in error, even by an appeal to 
Scripture, John vii. 52. 

The Jews, looking for the Messiah, 
and yet rejecting Christ, Jets xiii. 41 ; 
John ix. 29. 

The Athenian philosophers, Acts xvii. 
18. 



but knowledge is 
easy unto him that 
understandeth. 



xiv. 8. 
The wisdom of 
the prudent is to 
understand his 
way; 



The Psalmist, setting a high value on 
the knowledge of God's law, and seeking 
it with earnest prayer, found it, Ps, cxix. 
18. 98^100. 

Nathanael, not thinking himself too 
wise to learn, how easily and quickly he 
attained to the knowledge of Christ, John 
i. 45—49. 

Zaccheus, Luke xix. 10. 

The Ethiopian nobleman, deeply sen- 
sible of his want of knowledge, and with 
great humility submitting himself to the 
instructioi^ of Philip, Acts vili. 27 — 39. 

Abraham's servant: his anxiety to 
have his duty clearly set before him, and 
to follow, not the suggestions of worldly 
policy, but the leadings of providence, 
Gen, xxiv. 5, &c. (See p. 63.) 

Joseph used no deceptive arts to 
escape from the slavery to which he was 
unjustly subjected; his whole thought 
was to do the duties of the station in 
which the providence of God had placed 
him, and this was his true wisdom, Gen, 
xxxix. 

David osecl no base intrigues to pos- 



" He that 
comes to 
seek after 
knowledge 
with a mind 
to scorn and 
censure sball 
be sure to 
find enongh 
for his hu- 
mour, but 
none for his 
instruction." 
-LordBaeon. 

ProT. viii. 9. 
1 Cor. I. 23. 
Matt yi. 
22, 23. 
Matt. xi. 25. 
Jam. i. 5. 

AsGod*8 
ways are 
plain unto 
the holy, 80 
are they 
stumbling- 
blocks unto 
the wicked. 
Ecclus. 
xxxix. 24. 

*' Those have 
the best 
knowledge 
who know 
their duty." 
—^Mm Jxtttrffm 
JobxxTiii.28. 
Deut. xxix. 
29. 

Ps. cxUit 8 : 
Cause me to 
know, Sec. 
Catechism: 
*<Domy 
doty iB that 
state of lift 
in wbkh it 



to xiv. 9.] 



SCRIPTURE BZAMYLE8. 
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Pnv€fbs* 



but the folly of 
fools is deceit 
(Explained p. 38.) 



Ch. xiv. 0. 
Fools make 
mock at sin $ 



a 



but among the 
righteous there is 
favour. 
(Explained p. 3a) 



hath pleased 
God to call 



me. 



lUuttrationsfrom Scripture, Rtfereneety SfC. 

sess himself of the throne, or of the 
affections of the people, but studied to 
do his duty as a faithful subject to Saifl, 
1 Sam, xviii. 6 ; P«. cxxxL 

Peter's wisdom was to follow Christ ; 
not to inquire about what should happen 
to John, John xxi. 21, 22. 

The Apostles : their wisdom in devot- 
ing their whole time to their peculiar 
duties, Acts vi. 4. 

PauPs inquiry at his conversion, 
" Lord, what wilt thou have me to do V* 
Acts ix. 6, is descriptive of the principle 
by which he was ever after governed, 
Acts XX. 24 ; xxi. 13. 

Absalom, 2 Sam. xv. 4 ; xviii. 9 — 16. 

Gehazi accounted it his wisdom to 
overreach and deceive Naaman and 
Elisha his master, but it proved in the 
end extreme folly, 2 Kings v. 20. 27. 

Daniel's accusers, Dan, vi. 24. 

Ananias and Sappbira desiring to hide 
their covetousness under the mask of 
liberality, Acts v. 1 — 11. 



« It is a (Use 
and vagn^ant 
zeal that 
begins not 
first at 
home.**— Bp. 
Hall. 



See on Prov. 
zi. 18. 



Prov. X. 23 ; 
XV. 21 ; xxvi. 
18. 19. 
Litany : 
•• From con- 
tempt of Thy 
word, Good 
Lord, deliver 
us." 

'< He that 
makes light 
of small 
fitults is in a 
ready way to 
£b11 into great 
ones." 



The Devil persuading Eve that God 
would not execute his threat, and that by 
transgressing God's law, she would be 
even greatly benefited, Gen, iii. 4, 5. 

Abner's challenge to Joab, reckless of 
the bloodshed it might occasion, 2 Sam, 
ii. 14—17. 

The Jews, as described by Isaiah, ch. 
xxii. 13, who when they ought to have 
monraed and fasted on account of their 
sin, gave themselves up to luxury and 
profaneness; 

The chief priests : their profane and 
unfeeling taunt of Judas, when he came 
to them in his agony, confessing his 
guilt, Matt, xxvii. 4. His fellow-disciples 
would have treated him with more favour. 

Josiah treating sin as a great evil, Proy.viii.S5; 
found favour wiSi God, 2 Kings xxii. xii. 2. 
19, 20; 

Job, Job xlii. 5, 6. 8. 

Those described in EzekiePs vision, 
Eztk, ix- 4 — 6. 

Daniel, Dan, ix. 4 — 21. 

PauTs direction respecting the inces- 
tnoQs person, 2 Cor. ii. 6-~& 
e2 



Collect for 
Ash Wed- 
nesday. 
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Proverbs, 

Ch. xiv. 10. 
The heart know- 
etb his own bitter- 
ness. 



ILLUSTRATIONS OP PROVERBS BY [Ch. xiv. lO, 
lUuatrationsfrom Scripture, Reference*, Sfc. 



and a stranger 
doth not inter- 
meddle with his 

joy- 



xiv. 12. 
There is a way 
which seemeth 
right unto a man, 
but the end there- 



Hannah had an affectionate and pious 
husband, but she felt under sorrow that 
her alleviation must come from God, 
who alone could fully know all the bitter- 
ness of her heart Eli evidently quite 
mistook her case, 1 Sam. i. 8 — 14. 

Joab's rebuke of David was well in- 
tentioned; but Joab not being a truly 
religious man, he could not enter into 
the agony of David's sorrow on account 
of his child being cut off in his iniquity, 
2 Sam, xix. 6— 7» 

The Shunammite, rudely repulsed by 
Gehazi under bitter sorrow, 2 £tfi^« iv. 27* 

How little could a stranger have ima- 
gined that Haman would have been 
vexed ^t such a moment, and from such 
a cause ! Eith, v. 13. 

Job suffered deeply from the inability 
of his friends to understand the nature 
of his grief. Job iv. 

The want of sympathy in the multi- 
tude for the blind men ; making light of 
the blind men's anxiety to be relieved 
from a calamity which they themselves 
had never experienced, Matt. xx. 31. 

Our Lord: the amazement of the 
Apostles, Mcark x. 32, and their want of 
sympathy with Him, especially in his 
agony in Gethsemane, Matt. xxvi. 36—43. 

Judas, Matt, xxvii. 4. 

Paul : the Corinthians, on the receipt 
of Paul's first Epistle, probably were little 
aware of the anguish of feeling under 
which he wrote it, 2 Cor, ii. 4. 

Michal, David's wife, could not enter 
into his holy joy at bringing back the 
ark of God. She could admire his va- 
lour, 1 Sam. xviii. 13. 20, but not his 
piety, 2 Sam, vi. 12 — 16, the soldier but 
not the saint 

Festus could not understand the joy 
which animated Paul in preaching Christ, 
Acts xxvi. 24 ; Acts xx. 24 ; 1 Cor, ii. 
14. 

Eve, Gen, ur, 6. 

Jeroboam, 1 Kings nW. 27—33; xiv. 
7—11. See Prov. iii. 7* (page ^•) 

The death of Jonah shows, that un- 
less the judgment be ruled right, the 



It 



Each mind 
possesses in 
its interior 
mansions a 
solemn re- 
tired apart- 
ment, pecu- 
liarly its 
own, into 
which none 
hut himself 
and the Deity 
can enter." 
— FoMter. 
Since our 
fellow-crea- 
tures can 
often so little 
sympathise 
with us, 
this should 
teach us to 
look less to 
man, and 
more to God. 
The follow- 
ing refer- 
ences sug- 
gest this : 
Isa. ii. 22. 
Ps.xxxviii.9. 
Isa. Ixiii. 9. 
Heb. iv. 15, 
16. 
Lam. iii. 24. 



"Worldly 
hearts can 
see nothing 
in actions of 
zeal, but 
folly and 
madness."— 
Bp. Hall. 



Prov. xvl.25. 

See on Prov. 

zxx. 12. 

Matt. viL IS, 

14. 

Jam. L 12. 



to XIY. 15.] 

JrTvV9T0S» 

of are the ways of 
death. 



SCBIFTURE EXAMPLES. 
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Illustrations from Scripture, Referencest Sfc, 



best of men may fall into great errors, 
2 Chron, xxxv. 20—24. 

The devout and honourable women at 
Antioch, in Pisidia, who by persecuting 
Paul, thought they were doing God ser- 
vice, Acts xiii. 60, with John xvi. 2, 
but were really exposing themselves to 
his wrath. 

The Galatian church seeking justifi- 
cation by the law, Gal, ▼. 4« 

The church of Laodicea, Rev, iii. 17' 

Many professing Christians, Matt, vii. 
22, 23 ; their surprise at the day of 
judgment. 

Solomon, with every means of worldly 
gratification, found its insufficiency to 
make him happy, Eccles, ii. 2. 

The mirth with which the Israelites 
celebrated their idolatrous rites to their 
golden calf, Exod. xxxii. 6 ; 1 Cor. x. 7- 

Belshazzar's impious feast to a thou- 
sand of his lords, Dan, v. 1—6. 30. 

The Israelites in the time of Amos, 
Amos vi. 3 — ^. 

Babylon, Rev, xviii. 7» 8. 

The ungodly world, Luke vi. 26, con- 
trasted with the lasting happiness of the 
true Christian, Rom,v, 3 ; Eph, i. 13, 14. 



XIT. 14. 
The backslider Lot's wife, Oen, xix. 26 ; Luke xvii. 32. 
in heart shall be The Israelites in the wilderness, Ps. 
filled with hii own Ixxviii. 18—22 ; 29—31. 
ways, Saul, once little in his own eyes, 1 Sam, 

XV. 17; I Chron.x, 13, 14. 

Ahithophel, a religious professor, Ps. 
Iv. 14 : 2 Sam, xvii. 23. 

Judas' uncontrolled love of money, 
John xii. 6 ; Matt, xxvii. 6. 



The follow- 
ing passages 
suggest how 
to be pre- 
served Arom 
self-decep- 
tion: 

Isa.vm.20. 
P8.cxix.106; 
cxxxix. 23. 



Ch. liv. 13» 
Even in laughter 
the heart is sor- 
rowful ; 

and the end of 
that mirth is hea- 
viness. 



Eccles.vii. 6. 
xi.9. 

That mirth 
or cheerftil- 
ness which 
arises from a 
good con- 
science, is 
commended 
in the follow- 
ing proverbs: 
Prov. XV. IS. 
15; xvii. 22. 

John xiv. 27; 
xvi. 20—22. 
Collect for 
All SalnU' 
Day. 

See on Prov. 

i. 82. 

Jer.ii.l9. 

2 Pet. ii. 20, 

21. 

Ps. xvii. 5. 



and a good man 
shall be satisfied 
from himseli 



xiv. 16. 
The simple be- 
lieveth every word; 
but the prudent 
roan looketh well 
to his going. 



Daniel, Dan, vi. 10. 22. John iv. 14. 

Paul enabled through grace to rejoice Gal. vi. 4. 
in the testimony of conscience, 2 Cor, 
i. 12; PhU, iv. U — 13; 2 Tim. iv. 

7, a 

The prophet of Judah, who having See on Prov. 

received his command from God, ought *J^- ^'' "^• 

to have required some proof that the p^y^ xxvii. 

stranger who had come from idolatrous I2. 

Bethel to persuade him to break that "Chrisd- 
e3 



102 



ILLUSTRATIONS OF P&0TBB3S BT [Ch. xiv. 17f 



Prowrht, 



IlUutratUmsfirom Scripture. Beferenees, Sfc, 

command, was indeed a true prophet, anityctoth 
I Kings xiii. 19. not bid M 

DariuB, flattered by the presidents, 
too readily believed their declaration, 
that all the presidents were agreed in 
their wish that he should sign the decree, 
Xkm. vi. 

David well knew that Saul's confes- 
sion of sin and expression of regard for 
him could not be depended upon, and 
therefore betook himself again to his 
strong holds at Engedi, 1 Sam. xxiv. 
22. 

Our blessed Lord's conduct in Jeru- 
salem at the Passover affords a similar 
instance, John ii. 24. 

Nehemiah, Neh. vi. 2 — 4. 

Sergius Paulus was not turned away 
from the faith by the crafty insinuations 
of Elymas, JcU xiii. 7 — 12. 



Ch. xiv. 17. 
He that is soon 
angry dealeth fool- 
ishly ; 

and a man of wick- 
ed devices is ha- 
ted. 



abate any 
thing of oor 
wariness and 
policy; yea, 
it requires ns 
to have no 
less of the 
serpent than 
of the dove." 
—Bp. Hall. 
Matt.z. 16. 



"As pru- 
dence with- 
out simplici- 
ty degener- 
ates into 
craft; so 
simplicity 
without ]ffn- 
dence is no 
better than 
mere fa- 
tuity." 



Kaaman, 2 Kings v. 11, 12. 
James and John, Luke ix. 54, 55. 

Absalom's deep-laid plot, 2 Sam. xv. 
2 — 6; xviii. 17, 18; Haman suppressed 
his anger against Mordecai before Ahas- 
uerus, but his character is especially 
odious in his meditating revenge against 
him, and concealing his malice under the 
pretence of regard for the king's good, 
£*tli. iii. 6 — 9 ; vii. 10 ; the memory of 
both Absalom and Haman is held in 
peculiar detestation by the Jews*. 



See on Frov. 
xTi. 32. 
ProT. xxii. 
24 ; XXX. S2. 
Eccles. yii.9. 
Prov. vi. 16. 
18; xU. 2. 
Fs. cxli. 3. 



xiv. 26. 

In the fear of the Abraham : the confidence of his faith 

Lord is strong con- in offering up Isaac, Gen, xxii., account- 

fidence ; and his ing that Uod was able to raise him up 



Ps.xxiii. 4; 
xM; IxxUi. 
26; Heb. vi. 
17—20. ' 



* Absalom erected a pillar in the king's valley, saying, " I have no son, and this 
shall be a monument to perpetuate my name," 2 Sam. xviii. 18. There is a monument 
shown at present, east of Jerusalem, in the valley of Jehoshaphat, called Absalom's 
pillar. Josephus, {Antiq. lib. vii. c. 9.) speaking of Absalom's monument, says it was 
a marble column, distant about two furlongs, or 300 paces, from Jerusalem. Travellers 
assure us, that those who pass by Absalom's pillar, throw a stone at it, to show their 
abhorrence of the son's rebellion against his father. There is so great a heiqi of 
stones near it, that they almost hide the lower part of this monument. — Calwtet. 

The feast of Pur or Purim, {i.e. lots,) instituted to commemorate the deliverance of 
the Jews, (J?«/A. iii. 7; ix.) is still observed every year among them, and thus the 
hatred of Haman's wicked devices has now been for more than two thousand years 
perpetuated. 



to xiv. 82.] 



6CBIPTURE £Z4]fFL£8. 



PrwerU, lUttttraiimu from Scripture. 

children shall have even from the dead, Heh,iX, 19. 
a place of refuge, calmness witli which he acted throughout 

this trying scene is very observable, Gen. 
xxii. 3—10. 

David : Saul had driven him from his 
country, the Philistines from their camp; 
the Araalekites had plundered his city, 
and his own people spake of stoning 
him, but be encouraged himself in the 
Lord his God, 1 Sam, xxx. 6. 

Hezekiah, 2 Chron, xxxii. ^, 8. 22. 

Shadrach, &c., to whom the furnace 
was a refuge from Nebuchadnezzar's 
fiiry, Dofu iii. 1?. 25. 27 ; /m. xliii. 2. 

Uabakkuk, Hab. iii. 17—19. 
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M^ferenees, ^c 

The 8«« on Ptot. 
i. 83; iii. 26. 



Ch. xiv. 29. 

He Aat is slow 
to wrath is of great 
understanding ; 



but he that ishasty 
of spirit exalteth 
foUy. 

xiv. 30. 
A sound heart 
is the life of the 
flesh; but envy the 
rottenness of the 
bones. 
(Explained p. 36.) 



Moses, Numb, xii. 3. 

It was, however, Eli's sin that he 
was not angry with his sons, 1 Sam, iii. 
13. Our Lord's anger against those who 
objected to his healing the man with a 
withered hand» Mark iii. 5, was an evi- 
dence of his holiness, as also in the case 
of driving out the money changers from 
the temple, John ii. 13. 17 i Matt, xxi. 
12, 13 ; so also was Moses' anger against 
the Israelites, Exod, xxxii. 19 ; and Eli- 
sha's against Joash, for his unbelief and 
negligence, 2 Kings xiii. 19. 

Rehoboam, 1 Kings xii. 
Jonah, /otto/i iv. 8, 9. 



Prov. XV. 18. 
lCor.xiU.4,5. 
£ph. iT. 26. 
Matt. xi. 29, 

Trae "wisdom 
is always a^ 
compaoled 
with the go- 
▼eroment of 
the passions. 
See Jam. iii. 
IS. 17. 



Eccles. yii. 9. 
Proy. xxix. 
20. 



xiv. 32. 
The wicked is 
driven away in his 
wickedness ; 



The misery which Saul's envy of David Prov. ir. 20 
occasioned him, 1 Sam, xviii. 9. 12. 29; r"23; x. 27. 
xix. 9 ; Moses' feeling and conduct to- j p^^ y'^ 2 
wards Eldad and Medad, Numbm xi. See on Prov. 
27—29 ; and Samuel's towards his sue- xzvii. 4. 
cessor Saul, 1 Sam. xv. 11. 36, present a 
striking contrast to the envy of Saul. 
To which also may be added, that the 
other apostles were not envious of Paul 
on account of the high honour which was 
put upon him who had been a persecutor, 
a blasphemer, and injurious, Gal, i. 23, 
24. 

Dathan, Korah, Numb, xvi.32. See on Prov. 

Three thousand of the Israelites who J^^^'^ii ig 
had worshipped the golden calf, Exod. xxvii. 20,21. 
xxxii. 28. 

e4 



but the righteous 
hath hope in his 
death. 



Ch. xlv. 34. 

Righteousness 
exalteth a nation, 
but sin is a re- 
proach to any peo- 
ple. 



104 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. xiv. 34, 

Proverbs, HbutratUmt from Scripture. References, SfC. 

Balaam, Numb. xxxi. 8, becoming a Ps.zzxiz.13. 
sacrifice to his own evil policy, Rev, ii. 14. ^^- ^^ » ^' **• 

The nations of Canaan by Joshua, 
Josh, X. ; Deut, ix. 5. 

Hophni and Phineas, 1 Sam. iv. 11. 
The prophets of Baal by Elijah, 1 
Kings xviii. 40. 

Belshazzar, panic-struck and driven 
from all his confidence, by the con- 
sciousness of his own wickedness, Dan. 
V. 2—6. 30. 

Jacob, G^en. xlix. 18. TeDenm: 

Joseph, Gen, 1. 24, 2ft ; Heb. xi. 22. " We there- 
David, 2 Sam. xxiii. 6, with Ps. xvii. 16. xhll*"! 
Stephen, Acts vii. 56—80. make themto 

Paul, 2 Tim. iv. 6, 7i 8. be numbered 

Peter, 2 Pet. i. 14. 16; iii. 13. with thy 

saints in 
glory ever- 

This is one great principle illustrated lasting." 
by the whole history of the Jewish peo- 
ple, Deut. iv. 6 : xxviii. 1 Kings ix. 7 — ^*si*' * 
9; and the nations around them, as re- Proy.viii.i5. 
corded in the Old Testament. 

The Israelites under Joshua, Josh. i. 8 ; 
X. 42; xxiii. 14; contrasted with the state 
of the next generation after his death, 
Judg. i. ii. &c. 

The Jews under Jehoshaphat, 2 Chron. 
xvii. 2 — 6. 10, 11 ; and also their pros- 
perous state under Hezekiah, 2 Kings 
xviii. 7» contrasted with their state under 
his father Ahaz, 2 Kings xvi. 

The Canaanites, whose ruin was 
brought upon them by their iniquity. 
Their idolatry was not a mere error in 
judgment, but sanctioned and encouraged 
the basest pollutions and the most un- 
natural cruelty, Lev. xviii. 24, 26. 29, 30. 

Egypt was brought into contempt and 
ruin, for its idolatry and persecution of 
God's people, Exod. xii. 12 ; Ezek. xxix. 
3,4. 

The Amalekites were destroyed be- 
cause their hand was against the throne 
of the Lord, Exod. xvii. 16; marginal 
reading. 1 Sam. xv. 

Babylon, for its oppression, Isa. xiv. 
4—23. 

Moab, for its haughtiness, Isa. xvi. 

6,7. 

Tyre, for its sacrilegious pride, Ezek. 
xxviii. 2 — 8. 



16; xxix. 14. 

Prayer for 
the High 
Court of 
Parliament. 



to XV. 2.] 

Prwerht* 

Ch. XV. 1. 
A Boftanswer turn- 
eth away wrath ; 



8CKIPTX7RS EXAMPLES. 
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lUuttraHoHsJrom Seripture, R^frrencest ^€, 



but grieTous words 
stir up anger. 



Aaron's answer to Moses, Lev, x. 
16—20. 

The Reubenites, Josh. xxii. 15 — 34. 

Gideon, Judg, viii. 1 — 3. 

Hannah's meekness under Eli's false 
accusation, 1 Sam, i. 15, 16. 

Abigail, 1 Sam, xxv. 23, &c. 

Saul and Jonathan, 1 Sam, xx. 30 — 



PrOT.XXT.ll. 

Litany : 
Petition " to 
bring forth 
the fhiits of 
the Spirit," 
compared 
with 

Gal. V. 22, 28. 
Eph.iv. 31, 
32. 



XT. 2. 

The tongue of the 
wise useth know- 
ledge aright ; 



£ocles.x. 12, 
IS. 

Speak, young 
man, if there 
be need of 
thee: and 
yet scarcely 
when thou 
art twice 
asked. Let 
thy speech be 
short, com- 



34. 

Rehoboam, 2 Chron, x. 13—16. 
Eliphaz' harsh censure of Job, Job 
xxii. 5, &c. 
Paul and Barnabas, Acts xv. 39. 

Joshua ; his seasonable instructions 
and exhortations when dying, so remind- 
ing the Israelites of God's former be- 
nefits, his promises, and threatenings, 
and so boldly declaring his own deter- 
mination, as to lead the peojple solemnly 
and faithfully to renew their covenant 
with God, Josh, xxiii. xxiv. 1 — 25. 

Elijah seizing the favourable moment 
to reprove the people for their indecision, 
1 Kings xviii. 21. The use he made of 
the impression produced by the miracle, 
ver. 40. All he said was adapted to the 
occasion, and to the respective characters 
of Ahab, the people, and the prophets of 
Baal. Then again, though knowingGod's 
purpose to give rain, (1 Kings xviii. 1,) 
using the promise as an excitement to 
prayer for its fulfilment, I Kings xviii. 
42, 43. 

Our blessed Lord, when a child in the 
midst of the doctors, modestly proposing 
questions, hearkening to their instruc- 
tions, and answering their inquiries, 
rather than being forward to speak, 
Luke ii. 42. 46. 47- 

Elihu, Job xxxii. 4. (See p. 73.) 

Paul, 1 Cor. iii. 2. 

but the mouth of The prophets of Baal calling on their See on Prov. 
fools poureth out god, 1 Xtf»^* xviii. 26. EDh. iV 29; 

foolishness. Rabshakeh's foolish boasting, from ^f^^ '^' '''' 

which he would not be restrained by 
Eliakim, 2 itift^s xviii. 26. 29. 

The Jews, in the time of Jeremiah, at- 
tributing their prosperity to their idola- 
try, and declaring the service of Jehovah 

e5 



much in few 
words ; be as 
one that 
knoweth and 
yet holdeth 
his tongue. 
If thou be 
among great 
men, make 
not thyself 
equal with 
them, and 
when ancient 
men are in 
place, use not 
many words, 
Ecclus.zxxil. 
7-9. 



1 06 ILLUSTRATIONS 07 PROVB&BS BT [Cll. ZY. 3, 

Proverbs, lUuttratumsfrom Scripture. Refermieee^ ^c. 

to be unprofitable and ruinous, Jer. xliv. 
15—19. 

The Israelites, in disregard of the 
knowledge tbey possessed of God's pro- 
mises to give them Canaan, of the 
wonders He had wrought for them, and 
of the miseries they had endured in 
Egypt, poured forth extreme folly, pro- 
posing to cast off Moses and God, to 
■tone Joshua and Caleb, make them- 
selves a captain, and return to Egypt, 
. Numh. xiv. 2 — 10. See also xvi. 13, 
where Dathan speaks of Egypt as a land 
flowing with milk and honey. 
• And again, the earnest desire of the 

Jews, that Barabbas, a murderer, might 
be given to them as a favour, and Jesus 
be crucified, to whom all their own pro- 
phets gave witness, and who had con- 
firmed his divine authority by so many 
miracles, John xviii. 40 ; Acts iii. 14. 

The Ephesians respecting their god- 
dess Diana, Acts xix. 34. 

Ch. XV. 3. 
The eyes of the Herod on his throne. Acts xii. 23. 
Lord are in every Nebuchadnezzar, Dan, iv. ^, &c. ; 
place, beholding Belshazzar, Dan. v. 5, &c. in their 
the evil and the palace. 



good. 



Solomon in the temple, 2 Ckron. vii. 
1-3. 

Abraham on the mountain, Gen. xxii. 
U. 15, 16. 

Ezekiel in the plain, Ezek. iii. 22. 

Hagar, Gen. xvi. 7* 13, and the Ethio- 
pian, Acts viii. 29, in the desert. 

Lydia by the river side. Acts xvi. 13, 
14. 

Peter on the house-top. Acts x. 9—16. 

Nathanael under the fig-tree, John i. 48. 

Jacob journeying. Gen. xxviii. 11. 16. 

Joseph, Gen. xxxix. 21, and Manasseh, 
2 Ckron. xxxiii. 12, 13, in prison. 

David, Ps. cxl. ?• and Jehoshaphat, 
2 CAron. xviii. 31, and Ahab, 1 Kings xxii. 
34. 38, in battle. 

Paul in the tempest, Acts xxvii. 24 ; 
and before the judgment-seat of Nero, 
2 Tim. iv. 17. 

Stephen before the Sanhedrim, Acts 
vii. 55. 

Jonah in the whale's belly, Jen. ii. 



See on Prov. 
V. 21. 

Pb. cxxzix. 
Communion 
Service. 
The Collect: 
« Ahnighty 
God, unto 
whom all 
hearts be 
open,"&e. 



"Men judge 
of us by our 
actions, Ood 
by our mo- 
tives."— 
Adams. 



"So live with 
men as con- 
sidering al- 
ways that 
God sees 
thee. Do 
nothing 
which thou 
woiildest not 
have God see 
done."— JBp. 
Henthom. 



to XV. 8.] 



BCRIPTURB EXAMPLES. 
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Pnwerbi, 



Ch. zv. 4. 
A wholesome 
tongue is a tree 
of life ; 
(Explained p. 38.) 



IlUutratitmt from Scripture. Brferenees, ^c. 

The three children of Israel in the fur- 
nace,' Dan. iii. 26. 



bat penrerseness 
therein, is a breach 
in the spirit 



XV. 8. 

The sacrifice of 
the wicked is an 
abomination to the 
Lord; 



but the prayer of 
the upright is his 
delight. 



David's advice to his son, 1 Chron, 
xxviii. 9, and the blessing which at- 
tended Solomon as long as he followed 
it. 

The Israelitish maid, torn from her 
family, but found opportunity to do good 
in the land of her captivity. Her pious 
remark led, through the overruling pro- 
vidence of God, not only to the cure of 
Naaroan's leprosy, but to the conversion 
of his soul, 2 Kings v. 3. 

Naaman's servants, 2 Kings v. 13. 

The effect of the Apostles' preaching 
at Jerusalem, Jets ii. 41. 47. 

Ishmael mocking his brother, and the 
unhappiness it brought on the family. 
Gen, xxi. 9 — II. 

Korah's &c. rebellion,, wounded the 
spirit of Moses and Aaron, and brought 
destruction on those who listened to his 
suggestions. Numb. xvi. 

Absalom : the misery following upon 
his attempt to poison the minds of the 
Israelites. It wounded the spirit of 
David, and brought destruction on Ab- 
salom and his followers, 2 Sam, xv. ; 
xviii. 7' 

Cain, whose sacrifice had no respect 
to Christ, and was not offered in faith. 
He offered the fruit of his ground, but 
he did not devote himself to God, Oen. 
iv. 5 ; Heb, xi. 4. 

Saul, 1 Sam, xv. 15. 22, 23. 

The Jews, inthe time of l8aiah,brought 
the sacrifices appointed by the law, the 
best, and in great numbers, and at the 
seasons ordained by God, and yet were 
those sacrifices an abomination, Isa, i. 
11 — 15. Murder and idolatry, as we 
learn fVom Isa, Ixvi. 3, were not more 
vile in God's sight than snch sacrifices. 

The remarkable manner in which God 
honoured the prayers of 

Abraham's servant, Gen, xxiv. 16 ; 
Jacob, Gen. xxxii.28; 
Simeon, Luke ii. 25—32 ; 
Anna, Luke iL 37, 38. 
Elijah, Jam. v. 17. 18 ; 
e6 



See on Prov. 

xU. 18; xvi. 

24. 

Ps. Ii. 15 ; 

ziz. 13, 14k 



" Perverse- 
ness in the 
tongue is Itte 
a blustering 
wind among 
the boughs 
of the trees, 
rending and 
tearing the 
life and spirit 
of a man's 
self, and 
others." — 
Bp. Halt, 



See on Prov. 
xxi. S. 27. 
Prov. zi. 20; 
xv. 9. 26. 
Ps. Ixvi. 18. 
£ccles.v.l,2. 



John iv. 24. 



See on 
Prov. XV. 29. 
Ps.li. 16, 17. 
John xiv. 18. 
Collect for 
10th Sunday 
afterTrinity. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. XV. 10| 



Proverbs, 



Ch. XV. 10. 

Correction is 
grievous unto him 
that forsaketh the 
way; 

and he that hateth 
reproof shall die. 



lUustrationa from Scripture. 

Daniel, Dan, ix. 23. 
Cornelius, Acta x. 4. 



References, 4^. 



XV. 11. 
Hell and destruc- 
tion are before the 
Lord, how much 
more then the 
hearts of the chil- 
dren of men ? 



XV. 12. 

A scorner loveth 
not one that re- 
proveth him ; nei- 
ther will he go unto 
the wise. 



Asa, 2 Chron, xvi. 10. 
The Jews in the time of our Lord, 
John vii. 7 ; viii. 23. 40. 

Amaziah, king of Judah, 2 Kings xiv. 
11; 2 Chron, xxv. 27. 

The Jews just before the Babylonian 
captivity, 2 Chron, xxxvi. 16 — 17. 

Their last destruction by the Romans, 
Luke xix. 42 — 44. 

God's notice of the wickedness of the 
world before the flood, and not over- 
looking amid this great multitude the 
single exception of Noah's sincere piety, 
Oen, vi. 5. 8, 9; vii. 1. 

God's notice of the false profession 
of the Israelites at Sinai, Deui. v. 28, 29. 

The Jews, in the time of Zephauiah, 
Zeph, i. 12. 

Johanan, the captain of the forces, and 
others, asking counsel of God, without 
intending to follow it, Jer, xlii. 2. 20. 

The prophecies respecting lots being 
cast for our Lord's vesture, Ps, xxii. ] 8, 
and that He should be buried i)onorably, 
Isa, liii. 9, show that more than seven 
hundred years before the Roman sol- 
diers and Joseph of Arimathea were 
born, God knew their thoughts afar ofif, 
Ps, cxxxix. 2. 

This attribute is frequently claimed 
by our Lord, and attributed to Him in 
Holy Scripture, Rev, ii. 23; Luke vii, 39, 
40 ; John ii. 25 ; xxi. 17- 

Ahab's hatred of Micaiah, 2 Chron. 
xviii. 7 ; Prov, xvii. 4. 

The Pharisees' rejection of John's bap- 
tism, Luke vii. 30 ; being ofifended at his 
reproof, Matt, iii. 7> 



Prov. xii. 1 ; 
xix. 20. 
Catechism. 
Duty to- 
wards thy 
neighbour : 
"To submit 
myself to all 
my gover- 
nors," &c. 
Prov. XXX. 
17.vi.20— 
23. 



See on Prov. 
v. 21. 

Job xxvl. 6. 
Ps. xliv. 20, 
21. 

Jer.xyii.9,10. 
"Our inward 
disposition is 
the life of our 
actions ; ac- 
cording to 
that, doth 
the God of 
Spirits Judge 
us, while 
men censure 
according to 
our external 
motions.** 
Bp. Hail. 



Prov. xili. 1. 
See on Prov. 
ix. 7, 8. 



XV. 14. 

The heart ofhim Solomon, 1 Kings, iii. 5 — 10. See on Prov. 

that hath under- The queen of Sheba, whose coming p*" .„ 

standing seeketh from the uttermost parts of the earth, to 15. 

knowledge : hear the wisdom of Solomon, will con- John xvii. s. 

demn many living in Christian countries, 2 Pet. iii. 18. 

I Kings X. Matt. Tol 42. Ps^cxix.rs. 



to XV. 19.] 



Proverbs, 



but the mouth of 
fools feedeth on 
foolishness. 



Ch. XV. 16. 
Better is little 
with the fear of the 
Lord, than great 
treasure and trou- 
ble therewith. 



find wisdom 
till thine old 
age. 
£cclu8.vi.l8. 



Prov. XT. 21. 
Eccles. xi. 9.- 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 109 

lUuitroHont from Scripture, Rrferenees, ^e. 
Mary, Luke x. 39. My son, ga- 

Nicodemus, John iii. ttonfrSSttT" 

The Ethiopian eunuch, though there youth ^irp, so 
was much that was mysterious to him in shait thou 
the word of God, yet he persevered in 
the study of it, Acts viii. 28. 
Cornelius, Acts x. 33. 
The Bereans, ActsTCiu. 11. 

The Jews, when refusing to hear the 
word of the Lord, how foolish was that 
religion which they chose in its stead I 
P*. cvi, 19, 20; Jer. ii. 11. 

The heathen world, not liking to retain 
God in their knowledge, sin became their 
food ; they had pleasure in unrighteous- 
ness, /Zom. i. 32, working all uncTeanness 
with greediness, Eph, iv. 19. 

The Athenians, gaping after and re- 
lishing novelty rather than truth. Acts 
xvii. 21, suffered Paul to depart without 
establishing a Church among them, cling- 
ing to their foolish superstitions. 

The heathen philosophers, counting , 

that which was the wisdom of God fool- 
ishness, I Cor, i. 18—24, preferred their 
vain speculations to tlie glorious gospel 
of the blessed God, Acts xvii. 18; CoU 
ii. 8 ; Ronu i. 22. 

How much happier were the poor Prov. xv. 6; 

shepherds, Luke ii. 20, than Herod the x^^- 16> 

Great, Matt, ii. 3, whose sinful heart ^^^^^^ ^^• 

was^ troubled at the birth even of the Ecdes. ir. 6. 

Saviour I Ps. iv. 6—8. 



XV. 19. 

The way of the 
slothful man is as 
an hedge of thorns, 



The Israelites doomed to wander forty 
years in the wilderness. Through their 
slothful distrust of God, they would not 
do their part to attain to Canaan, Numb, 
xiv. 

The tribe of Dan, theirslothfulness and 
cowardice in not obeying God*s command 
to cast out the Amorites, Lev, xxvi. 7f 8, 
and the difficulties which in consequence 
were thus brought upon them, Judges i. 
34. 

The negligence of the Jews in not re- 
building the temple, brought drought 
and failure of crops, Hag, i. 2 — 11. 

Parable of the talents — the condemna- 
tion of the servant who hid his talent, 



Prov.xix.24i 
xxii. IS; 
xxiv. 80 — 34; 
xxvi. IS — 16. 
Heb. vi. 12. 
Phil. ii. 12, 
IS. 

" To wait for 
God's per- 
formance, 
and do no- 
thing, is to 
abuse that 
Divine Pro- 
vidence 
which will 
always so 
work as not 
to allow us to 
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Proverht, Illuttratimujrom Scripture, Rtfertmsu, ^-c. 

strongly implies the guilt of sloth, feign- remain in in- 
ing to himself diliicuities which did not S'^flSi""" 
exist, he brought upon himself real evils •< sioth in the 
of awful magnitude, Matt, xxy. 26. conclusion 

proves labo- 
rious." — 
Lord Bacon, 



but the way of the 
righteous is made 
plain. 



Matt. vi. SS. 



Ch.xv. 23. 

A word spbken 
in due season, how 
good is it ! 



Joshua, though he had the promise of Ps. v. 8. 
success, Josh, i. 3, yet availed himself of JjJ;;'^? '.V 
every advantage which the use of means 
give, sending spies, disciplining his 
forces, contriving stratagems, Jonh, ii. 
viii. in the diligent use of these means, 
in dependence upon God's blessing and 
obedience to his command. Josh. x. 8, 9, 
the conquest of Canaan became easy. 

David, at God's command, bestirred 
himself, and in consequence smote the 
Philistines, 2 Sam, v. 24—25. 



Joseph to Pharaoh, Oen, xli. 33 — 37. 
Manoah's wife, Judg, xiii. 22, 23. 
Naaman's servants, 2 Kings v. 3. 13. 
Artaxerxes toNeheroiah,NeA.ii. I — 6. 
Paul to the Philippian jailor, Acts 
xvi. 28. 

Joseph, Gen, xxxix.9; Prov, v. 5.ix. 18. 

Moses, whose affections being placed on 
heavenly things, was preserved from the 
strongest temputions, Heb, xi. 24 — 27* 

Those mindingearthly things, described ' 
by Paul, Pkil iii. 19 ; and Demas, 2 Tim, 
iv. 10, present an awful contrast 

Lot's selfish choice of Sodom, was foN 
lowed by much trouble in his family. Gen, 
xiii. xix. 

Achan's family was involved in his 
punishment, Josh, vii. 24; xxii. 20. 

Saul flying upon the spoil, and the 
ruin which allowed to himself and fa- 
mily, 1 Sam, XV. 19—26. 

Gehazi's leprosy clave to his seed, 2 
Kings V. 27. 

but he that hateth Abraham's rejection of the king of 

?ifts shall live. Sodom's gift, lest he should dishonour 
Explained p. 99.) God, to whose blessing alone be desired 

to attribute all his prosperity, Gen, xiv. 
22, 23 1 xxiv. I. 



Prov. XXV. 
11,12. 
Eph.lv. 29. 



XV. 24. 

The way of life 
is above to the 
wise, that he may 
depart from hell 
beneath. 
(Explained p. 39.) 

XV. 27. 

He that is greedy 
of gain, troubleth 
his own house ; 



John xiv. 6. 
Ps. oxxxix. 
24. 

IJohnv. 4. 
Collect for 
6th Sunday 
afterthe Epi- 

{»haoy, and 
or the As- 
cension Day. 

Heb. xiii. 5. 
Prov. i. 19; 
XX. 21. 



Prov. xxviii. 

16. 

Collect for 8t. 

Matthew's 

Day. 

The duty of 



Contrasttheinueto Abrahamand Lot. }" jISSS?*^ 



to XV. 32.] 



8CEIPTUIIB EXAMPLE!. 



Ill 



Provirbs^ 



Ch. zv. 29. 
The Lord is far 
from the wicked; 



illuttrathiu from Scripture* Rrferenetit^c, 

Balaam had evidently set his heart nient unin- 

upon the bribe of 'the king of Moab, SribSJ*^^ 

and his history affords an awful ex- itronglven-' 

ample of the evil of covetousness, in forcedinthe 

deceiving a man's own heart, and bring- snowing 

ing destruction upon him, 2 Pet. ii. 15, ^l\iis^' 

with Numb, xxii — xxiv. xxiv. 2S; 

Samuel, 1 S'am.xii.8, 4, and Peter,^c^« xxviU. 21. 
viii. 20, are remarkable, as hating bribes. 



but he heareth the 
prayer of the righ- 
teous. 



XV. 32. 

He that refuseth 
instruction, de- 
spiseth his own 
soul; 



The Israelites, after their grievous sin 
in worshipping the calf, the tabernacle 
was pitched without the camp, Exod, 
xxxiii. 7. 

Saul, 1 Sam. xxviii. 6. 

The princes of the house of Israel, 
Mie. iii. 4. 

The foolish virgins, Matt.xxv. 11, 12. 

Abraham's servant, Gen. xxiv. 15. 

Moses, Exwi. xxxii. 11 — 14. 

Joshua, at whose prayer the sun stood 
still, Joih. X. 12—14. 

Samuel, 1 Sam. vii. 9 — 13. 

Jabez, ** an instructive example in the 
midst of abstruse genealogies, and illus- 
trating how all Scripture is profitable to 
the careful student." 1 Chron. iv. 9, 10. 

Jehoshaphat, 2 Chron. xx. 3 — 28. 

Hezekiah, 2 Chron. xxx. 20—27. 

Ezra, Ezra ix. 5, &c., observins the 
remarkable effect which followed his in- 
tercessory prayer, Exra x. 1. 

Daniel and his three friends, Hana- 
niah, Mishael, Azariah, Dan. ii. 17 — 19, 

Zacharias, Luke i. 6. 13. 

Cornelius, jlcts x. 4. 

The Church for Peter, Acta xii. 5. 

Dathan and Abiram's contempt of 
Moses' expostulation, and its issue, 
Numb. xvi. 12—14. 31—^3. 

Nebuchadnezzar; the issue to him of 
his neglect of Daniel's instruction, Dan. 
iv. 27—33. 

Belshazzar unhumbled by the judg- 
ments inflicted on his grandfather, Ne- 
buchadnezzar, his iniquity became his 
ruin, Dan. v. 22-^30. 

The Jews in the time of our Lord, 
Matt xxiii. 34—38. 

The Qadareoes, in rejecting Christ, 



Isa. lis. 2. 
See on 
Frov. XV. 8 ; 
zxvUi. 9. 



Johnxiv. 13. 
Heb. iv. 14— 
16. 

" Only the 
prayer of the 
righteous 
avatleth 
much, and 
only the be- 
liever is 
righteous."-- 
J}0. Halt. 
Heb. xi. 6. 
John xlv. 6. 
Collect for 
ISth Sunday 
after Trinity. 



Prov.xlii.l8. 
Heb. xii. 35. 



"Nothing 
but graoe can 
teach us to 
moke a right 
use of others' 
Judgments." 
—Bp. Hall. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BT [Ch. XY. 83, 



Proverbs* 



buthe that heareth 
reproof getteth 
understanding. 



Illustrations from Scripture. RrferenceSf S^e. 

rejected their only Saviour, Luke viii. 
37 ; John iii. 36. 

Eliphaz, Job xlii. 7 — 9. P">v. vl. 23 ; 

The Samaritan woman, John iv. 17, 2"i>*^^~^' 

^^* pi. xxxU. 8 

The two disciples going to Emmaus, — il. 

Luke xxiv. 2$--32. Jccles. ril. 5, 

Paul, ^c^* ix. 6-22. Sir. x. 24. 



Ch. XV. 33. 

The fear of the 
Lord is the instruc- 
tion of wisdom; 



and before honour 
is humility. 



xvi. 1. 
The preparations 
oftheheartinman, 
and the answer of 
the tongue, is from 
the Lord. 



xvi. 2. 
All the ways of 
a man are clean in 
his own eyes, but 
the Lord weigheth 
the spirits. 



Thus Moses taught the Israelites, 
Deut. iv. 6, &c. 

Thus the Thessalonians turned from 
dumb idols, 1 These, i. 9; the Ephe- 
sians from the arts of magic, Jets xix. 
18—20; Eph, v. 8. The Corinthians 
from false philosophy^ I Cor. i. 4. 24; 
ii. 5 ; and were instructed in, and led to 
wisdom. 

Solomon, turning aside from the fear 
of the Lord, sunk into the grossest folly, 
1 Kings xi. 

Joseph, Oen. xli. 16. 39, 40. 
Gideon, Judges vi. 15. 
Daniel, Dan. ii. 30-— 48. 
Ephraim, Hosea xiii. 1. 
The centurion. Matt. viii. 8. 10. 
Saul contrasted with himself, 1 Sam. 
XV. 17 ; ix. 21. 

Jeremiah's acknowledgment of this, 
Jer. X. 23. 

Balaam*s earnest desire to curse Israel, 
overruled by God, Numb, xxiii. 11, 12 ; 
xxiv. 10 — 13 ; Josh. xxiv. 9, 10 ; Neh, 
xiii. 2. 

The Apostles, Luke xxi. 15. 

Caiaphas' tongue was overruled to 
speak what was above and beyond his' 
own thoughts, John xi. 49 — 52. 



Ps. cxi. 10. 
Col. i. 9. 

Prov.lv.S — 9. 
A devout af- 
fection to God 
and fear to 
offend him, 
will direct us 
to the wisest 
counsels. 



Lukexiv.Il. 
Phil. ii. 5— 
II. 

lPet.v.5— r. 
See on Prov. 
xviii. 12. 



See on Prov. 
XX. 24 ; 
xxl.l. SO. 
£xod. iv. II, 
12. 

Pb. 11. 15. 
Collect for 
9 th Sunday 
after Trinity. 



Hazael, 2 Kings viii. 13. 

Jehu, 2 Kings x. 16. 31. 

The Pharisee in the parable, Luke 
xviii. 11 — 14. 

Peter rebuking our Lord, as his in- 
tention was good and love sincere, he no 
doubt thought he was acting the part of 
a true friend in what he said, but our 
Lord, who weighed his spirit, charged 
him with the guilt of being a tempter to 
him, Matt. xvi. 22, 23. 



Prov.xvi.25. 
" Man wiU 
not believe 
that he is 
what he is, 
till suitoble 
temptation 
discovers 
him to him- 
self."— 2?o«- 
ter. 

See on Prov. 
xxi. 2; 
XXX. 12; 



to xvi 4.] 



Prwerbi, 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 



lUuttrationt from Scripture, 
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Jteferencet, Sfc. 



Ch. xvi. 3. 
Commit thv 
workf unto the 
Lord, and thy 
tboughtf shall be 
eatablisbed. 



xvi. 4. 
The Lord hath 
made all things for 
himself; yea, even 
the wicked for the 
day of evil. 
(Explained p. SO.) 



Pilate confessinjff he had power to re- 
lease and to crucify our Lord, John xix. 
10 ; and yet declaring, ** I am innocent 
of the blood of this fust person," Matt, 
xxvii. 24, when delivering him to be 
crucified, imagining, that by washing 
his hands, the proof of bis innocence 
was confirmed, and thus showing, as 
Bp. Hall remarks, ** that anything will 
charm the conscience, when it lulls to 
sleep." 

Paul before his conversion : his own 
view of bis character was very different 
from the Lord's view of him, Acts xxvi. 
; ix. 4 ; and from his view of himself 
when enlightened by the Holy Spirit, 
1 Tim. i. 13 ; Rom, vii. 0. 

Jacob, Oen. xlvi. 1 — 4 ; Jamei iv. 8. 

David, 1 Sam, xvii. 46; 2 Sam. v. 10 
—26. 

Ezra, though a journey was before him 
of several hundred miles through a 
desert infested with robbers, and though 
carrying large treasures, determined to 
travel without anv guard except that of 
the Almighty, and arrived safe at Jeru- 
salem, Ezra viii. 21—23. 81, 32. 

Esther and Mordecai, Esth. iv. 14^ 
17 ; viii. 16—17. 

Pharaoh wilfully resisted God, but 
God was glorified thereby, Rom. ix. 17 ; 
his long-suffering in so long delaying 
to punish, Exod. viii. 13. 31 ; ix. 33 ; x. 
19 ; his power and justice in destroying 
Pharoah when the measure of his ini- 
quity was filled up, Exod. xiv. 27» 28. 

Sennacherib was raised up to punish 
the hypocritical Jews, but he could do 
no more than God permitted, and was 
liimself punished for the pride and am- 
bition which led him thus to act, Ua. x. 6 
— 16; his own wicked sons, Adrammelecb 
and Sharezer, murdering him, 2 Kingt 

xix. 37. 

The Jews killed the prince of life, 
and desired Barabbas, a murderer, to 
be granted to them. But God overruled 
even so great a sin, to accomplish the 
salvation of the world, Acts iii. 14, 16 ; 



Litany : 
" From all 
the deceit! 
of the world, 
thefleih," 
fre. 

Jer. xvii. 9, 

10. 

Ps. exzzix. 

23, 24. 

"We never * 
do eyO BO tho- 
roughly and 
cordially as 
when we are 
led to it by a 
falie princi- 
ple of con- 
science." — 
JPasool. 



See on Prov. 
iii. 0—6. 
Ps. xxxvii. 
4,0. 

Phil. iv. 6,7. 
" Prayer is 
the rest of 
our care and 
the calm of 
the tempest." 
— /. Taylor. 



Job xxi. 29, 
SO. 

Ps.lxxvilO. 
"It is one of 
the greatest 
praises of 
Ood's wis- 
dom, that 
He can turn 
the evil of 
men to his 
own glory." 
Bp. Hall 
1 Cor. X. 31. 
Rev. iv. 11. 
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Prfnoerht, llhutraiumt from Scripture, Brfertneu^ Sfc. 

ii. 23; CoL ii. 14, 15; punishing them, 
nevertheless, for their iniquity. 



Ch. xvi. 8. 
Better is a little 
with righteous- 
ness, than great 
revenues without 
right 



How much better to have been the 
widow of Zarephath, 1 Kings xvii. 13, 
&c., than Jezebel, though a queen, 2 
Kings ix. 32—37, or than Ahab, the 
oppressor of Naboth 1 He twice over- 
came a multitude of the Syrian host, 
slaying 100,000 footmen in one day, 1 
Kings XX. 21. 29, but being himself over- 
come by covetousness, 1 Kings xxi. 4—6, 
he became his own tormentor, and was 
brought by it under the curse of God, 
1 Kings xxi. 19. 



xvi. 9. 
A man's heart 
deviseth his way, 
but the Lord di- 
recteth his steps. 



xvi. 18. 
Pride gocth be- 
fore destruction, 
and an haughty 
spirit before a fail. 



Joseph's brethren. Gen, xxxvii. 26 — 
28 ; xlv. 5. 

Pharaoh's daughter, Exod, ii. 5, &c. 

Saul in search of his father's stray 
asses, finds a kingdom, 1 Sam, ix. 3. 
15, 16. 

Zaccheus, whose curiosity was over- 
ruled to his salvation, Lnke xix. 4, 5. 9. 

The woman of Samaria, John iv. 7> &c. 

Saul of Tarsus, on his way to Da- 
mascus, Acts ix. 1, &c. 

The steps of Onesimus, a runaway 
slave, directed to Rome, where Paul, 
then a prisoner, was the instrument of 
his conversion, Philemon, 

Asahel, proud of his swiftness of feet, 
2 Sam, ii. 18 — 23; but whose end shows 
that what is most our pride is most our 
peril. 

Benhadad, 1 Kings xx. 3. 11. 32. 

Babylon, Isa, xlvii. 10, 11 ; 

Azariah and others urged by their 
pride to disregard God's word, declared 
to them by Jeremiah, Jer, xliii. 2 — 11. 

Pharaoh Hophra^, Ezek, xxix. 3—5. - 

Nebuchadnezzar, Dan, iv. 30, 31. 
' The Edomites, Ohad, 3, 4. 

Herod Agrippa, allowing that glory to 



Prov. xvii. 1 ; 
XV. 16, 17. 
Ps. xxxvii. 
16.17; 
Ixxziv. 10. 
1 Tim. vi. 6 
—11. 

" The fewer 
desires the 
more peace. 
The only 
sure way to 
peace is to 
give the 
heart en- 
tirely up to 
God."— Bp. 
Wilson. 

Bee on Prov. 
XX. 24. 
Ps. xxxvii. 
23. 

Collect for 
Eighth Son- 
day after 
Trinity. 

" Every 
creature 
walks blind- 
fold, only 
He that 
dwells in 
light sees 
whither they 
go."— Bp. 
Salt, 



See on Prov. 
xi. 2. 

Prov. XV. 25 ; 
xvL 19. 



Isa. il. 11,12. 
Luke i. 51 . 
Rom. xi. 20. 
Be not high- 
minded, but 
fear. 

Pride was not 
made for 
men. Why 
is earth and 



* Herodotus informs us, that Pharaoh Hophra boasted, that no God could deprive 
him of his kingdom; but his own people, under Amasis, fell upon him, and 
strangled him, (testroying all that adhered to him. — Scott. 



to xvi* 22.] 

Primerbs, 



Ch. xri. 20. 
Hethathandleth 
a matter wisely, 
shall find good ; 
and whoso trusteth 
in the Lord, happy 
is he. 



SCRIPTUEE XXAMPLES. 
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IlUuirtUwMjrwn Scripture. Hrferences, ^c. 

he given to himself which belonged only ashes proud? 
to God, Acts xii. 21- 23. Ecclus.x. 18; 



xvi. 22. 
Understanding 
is a well-spring of 
life unto him that 
hath it ; 



but the instruction 
of fools is folly. 



Abraham's servant, who used great 
discretion, but chiefly showed his wisdom 
in trusting in the Lord for his success, 
Gen. xxiv. 

Jacob's wise arrangements for meeting 
his enraged brother, and the result. Gen, 
xxxii. xxxiii. 1 — 4. 

Hezekiah was distinguished for his 
trust in God, 2 Ki«gs xviii. 5; and in 
the reformation of the Church be showed 
great wisdom, and obtained great succees, 
2 Chron, xxix. 1—36. 

Jotbam, kingof Judah, 2 Chron, xxvii. 

Daniel and his three friends, Dan, i. 
17-20 ; 

The result of the first general council, 
and their wisdom in sending with Paul 
and Barnabas, who had been engaged 
in the contest about circumcision, &c., 
Judas and Silas, chief men among the 
brethren, who had not been involved 
in it, and who would therefore by their 
presence remove all suspicion of the 
authenticity and strict correctness of 
the sentence of which Paul and Bar- 
nabas were the bearers, Acts xv. 22 — 
32. 

The Apostles' treatment of the mur- 
muring of the Grecians. The murmuring 
had arisen from the Grecians against 
the Hebrews. To silence ail complaint, 
the deacons were chosen from the party 
aggrieved, which appears from the fact 
that their names are all of Greek origin, 
Acts vi. 1 — 7. 

Paul and B&rnabas, "being filled with 
the knowledge of God's will in all wis- 
dom and spiritual understanding," were 
enabled to confirm others in the faith. 
Acts xiv. 22. 

Paul at Corinth, Acts xviii. 8. 

Apollos, by his knowledge of Scrip- 
ture, confirmed and led others in the 
way of eternal life, Acts xviii. 27* 

The religion of heathenism is a sys- 
tem of folly, Isa. xHv. 9 ; Jer, x. 1 — 8; 
So were the instructions of the heathen 



Prov.xiii. 15; 
xiz. 8. 
Isa. xxyl.3,4. 
Jer. xvii. 7,8. 
Jam. L 0. 



" Fsnidence 
gains men 
respect and 
success, but 
piety only 
'Will secure 
men's true 
happiness." 
Henry. 



See on Frov. 
X.21. 

Prov. xili.H; 
xiv. 2r. 
The foUow- 
ing texts 
suggest how 
to attain un- 
derstanding, 
and the 
blessing at- 
tending it : 
Ps. xix. 7. 
John V. 24 ; 
vl. 63. 68. 
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Proverbi, 



Ch. xvi. 23. 

The heart of the 
wise teacheth his 
mouth, and addeth 
learning to his lips. 



lUustratioiu from Scripture. References, S^e. 

philosophers, Rom. i. 21 — 26 ; 1 Cor. i. Mark ir. 24. 

19, 20; XV. 32. fSJsfvli 

Tlie Jewish teachers in the time of 
our Lord, Matt. xv. 14; xxiii.l6 — 26. 

Demetrius' instruction to his fellow- 
workmen at Ephesus, Acts xix. 25 — 27, 
contrasted with Paul's epistle to the 
Ephesians, and the results of his labours 
among them, Eph. ii. 



Prov. XV. 28. 
Matt. vii. 17; 
xii. 83—35. 
Col. iii. 16. 
Deut.vi.6,7. 
Ps. xix. 14 ; 
cxix. 27. 



"A wise man 
takes due 
care both 
what and 
when and to 
whom and in 
what manner 
he speaks. 
Wise counsel 
may be fool- 
ishly given." 



xvi. 24. 
Pleasant words 
are as an honey- 
comb, sweet to the 
soul, and health to 
the bones. 



xvi. 28. 
A froward man 



Abraham's servant, being a very pious 
man and having his master's interest 
much at heart, he seems under this in- 
fluence to have spoken and acted with 
great propriety, Gen. xxiv. 34—39. 

The heart of Peter purified by the 
Holy Spirit from prejudice, enabled him 
to instruct those labouring under similar 
prejudices, Jets xi. 4 — 18 ; xv. 7 — 12. 

Paul ; the wise adaptation of his in- 
structions to his different hearers. With 
the Jews, appealing to the prophecies, 
&c. of their own scriptures, Acts xiii. 
17 — 41 ; to the Lycaonians he urged, 
as an introduction to the Gospel, the 
unity of the Deity, and appealing to the 
bounties of Providence as witnesses of 
his presence and goodness, Jets xiv. 17 ; 
to the men of Athens, he appealed to 
their own poets, and particularly meet- 
ing the errors of the Epicureans and 
Stoics, who formed part of his audience. 
Jets xvii. Notice also his address to 
Felix, Jets xxiv. 25, who was a hea- 
then, notorious for bis oppression and 
profligacy, and to Agrippa, Jets xxvi. 
22 — 27, who was a Jew ; and his epistle 
to Philemon, Philem. 8—18. 



David and Jonathan, 1 Sam. xx. ; 2 Prov. x. 32 ; 

Sam. i. 26. xv. 26. 

Philip to the Ethiopian nobleman, J*** *^* '"" 

Jets viii. 35—39. Matt. xl. 28 

Paul to Lydia and to the Philippian —so. 

jailor. Jets xvi. 14. 31. P«. cxix. 103. 

Our Lord's dismissal of the penitent 
woman, Luke vii. 48 — 50. 

When our Lord first appeared to his 
disciples after his resurrection, John xx. 
19,20. 

The princes of Ammon sowed strife Prov. xvii. 9. 



to xvi. 31.] 

soweth scrife, and 
a whisperer se- 
parateth chief 
friends. 



SCEIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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Ch. xvi. 31. 

The hoary head 
is a crown of glory, 
if it be found in 
the way of right- 
eousness. 



JUuittrationsfrcm Scripture. References, S^c. 

between David and Hanun, by insi- "There Is no- 

nuatinir, that David was influenced by i?*°*^ " k^*^5 
, \- • .1. I. u r meant, but It 

base motives in the embassy he sent, maybe ill in- 

2 Sam, X. 3. terpreted." 

Ziba, insinuating to David, that Me- ^- Patrick. 
phibosheth designed to usurp the go- 
vernment, 2 Sam. xvi. 3. 

The Chaldeans, jealous of Shadrach Prov. iv.24; 
and his brethren, reporting to their pa- ^** ^* • 
tron Nebuchadnezzar, their not worship- 
ping his golden image, Dan, iii. 8 — 13. 

Herodias sowed strife between Herod 
and John the Baptist, Mark vi. 19, 20. 

Judaizing teachers endeavouring to 
undermine Paul's authority, and alienat- 
ing from him the affections of the Co- 
rinthians, 1 Cor. iv. 8; 2 Cor. xii. 16; 
and Galatians, GaL iii. 1 ; iv. 16, and 
sowing discord among themselves, 1 Cor. 
iii. 3 ; Gal, v. 16. 



XT. 18; 
xxvi. 21 ; 
xxix. 22. 



Aged Jacob, though a foreigner and a 
shepherd, Gen, xlv^ 34, was honoured 
by God to pronounce a blessing even on 
Pharaoh, king of Egypt, Gen. xlvii. 10. 
The anxiety of Joseph, though lord of 
Egypty for his father's blessing on his 
children. Gen. xlviii. 1, &c. ; Heb. xi. 21 ; 
and the great respect Joseph paid Jacob, 
Gen. xlvi. 29; 1.4—13. 

Joseph, who, from a youth, had served 
God, lived to be one hundred and ten 
years, and with his dying breath testified 
how entirely his heart and treasure were 
in God's promises, Gen. 1. 25; Heb. xi. 22. 
This, his perseverance, in well-doing 
though for eighty years, surrounded with 
every temptation to worldliness and 
idolatry, sheds a lustre on his cha- 
racter. 

Samuel, 1 Sam. xii. 2 — 4; xxv. 1. 

The great age of Barzillai leads us the 
more to admire his zeal for the king, 
2 Sam, xix. 31, 32. Also in his retire- 
ment from those scenes which had be- 
come unsuitable to his years, he is a 
pattern to the aged, whose nearness to 
eternity should make them especially 
anxious to prepare for it, 2 Sam, xix. 

33—37. 

Elisha, when dying at a very advanced 
age, probably more than ninety years 



Prov. XX. 29. 
Lev. xix. 32. 
See on Prov. 
xxiii. 22. 



Disreapect to 
the aged is a 
mark of great 
degeneracy. 
Isa. iii. 5. 
Even hea- 
then nations 
strongly en- 
force rever- 
ence to the 
aged. 

" If a young 
person meet 
his senior, he 
instantly 
turns aside 
to make way 
for him; and 
ifan aged per- 
son enter an 
apartment, 
the youth al- 
wajrs rise 
firom their 
seats." — /Te- 
rodotH$* ac' 
count of ike 
EgffpUanM. 
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Provtrbt* 



ILLU»TBATI0K8 Off PROVERBS BY [Ch. XVl. 82, 
lUtutraHonsfrom Scripture. Rrferencett ifc. 



Ch. xvi.32. 

He that is slow 
to anger is better 
than the mighty; 
and he that ruleth 
his spirit, than he 
that taketh a city. 



XY1. 33. 

The lot is cast 
into the lap, but 
the whole dispos- 
ing thereof is of 
the Lord. 



xvii. 3. 
The fining pot is 
for silver, and the 
furnace for gold; 
but the Lord trieth 
the hearts. 
(Explained p. 4(K) 



old, was visited by Joash, king of Israel, 
2 Kings xiii. 14. 

Jehoiada, who lived to the age of one 
hundred and thirty years, 2 Chron, xxiv. 
16. 

Elihu had a deep sense of the respect 
due to age, Job xxxii. 6, 7i and is a pat- 
tern in this respect to the young. 

Zacharias and Elisabeth, whose old 
age was so peculiarly honoured by God, 
And whose consistent piety through a 
long life was so distinguished, Luke i. 

Simeon and Anna, Luke ii. 26— 37* 

Moses' meekness. Numb, xii 3, and 
the more to be admired from his extra- 
ordinary energy of character, Exod, xiv. 
13; xxxii. 20. 

How much more truly noble the calm 
self-possession of the three captive Jews 
than Nebuchadnezzar, the conqueror at 
Jerusalem, and of so many other cities 
and kingdoms ! Dan, iii. 16 — ^20. 

Haman, though so intent on the de- 
struction of the Jews, cast lots, by his 
magicians, to determine what month 
would be most favourable, according to 
their divinations, to accomplish it The 
singular providence of God appears in 
the lot determining a day full eleven 
months after the time the lots were cast, 
so as to give the Jews sufficient space 
to prevent the intended mischief, Eath, 
III. 7. 

Jonah, Jon, i. 7* 

The soldiers casting lots for our Lord's 
▼esture, Mait, xxviL 35 ; thus unconsci- 
ously fulfilling a prophecy uttered 1000 
years before, Pa, xxiL 16 — 18. 

The other Apostles had no idea of the 
wickedness of the heart of Judas, each 
suspecting himself, but Christ's know- 
ledge of his heart is one proof of his 
divinity, John xiii. 28, 29 ; Matt, xxvi. 
21—25. 

God tried Abraham, Oen, xxii. 1 ; 

The Israelites, by want, Deut, viii. 2 ; 

Hezekiah, by prosperity, 9 Chron, 
xxxii. 31. 

The rich young man, Matt. xiz. 16 — 22. 



Among the 
ancieat Ro- 
mans it WM 
considered a 
crime worthy 
of death not 
to riee up in 
the presence 
of an aged 
person. Juv. 
Sat. xiiL 



See on Prov. 
xiv. 29 ; xix. 
11 ; xzy.28. 
Ps. ciil. 8. 
compared 
with 

Eph. V. 1. 
Rom.xiL21. 



Matt. X. 29. 

CoUect for 
8th Sunday 
after Trinity. 
Referring to 
God's proTi- 
dence order- 
ing aU 
things. 



Jer. xvii. 9, 

10. 

Ps. xxvi. 2 ; 

cxxxix. 23, 

24. 



to X?iL 14.] 8CBIPT17RE BXAICPLEB. 119 

Frmmrbt^ JlkatnUimufrom Scripture. Refermwt^, 4'c. 

The woman of Canaan's faith was re- l Pet. i. 6, 7. 
xnarkably illustrated by her severe trial, 
Matt XT. 23--28. 
Ch. zvii. 4. 
A wicked doer Ahab, 1 Kings xxii. 6. See on Frov. 

giveth heed to xxviU.4. 

false lips, and a The Jews, the ready attention they 
liar giveth ear to paid to those false prophets who flattered 
a naughty tongue, them in their iniquity, /m. xxx* 9, 1 0, 1 1 ; 

/er.v. 30,31; Micmfiilll. 

Those referred to by Paul, 2 Tim, iv. 
3 ; and by John, 1 John iv. 5. 
xni. 5. 
Whoso mocketh The princes of Judah, ha. ui. 14, 16 ; ^▼^ »![• JJ • 
thepoor.reproach- x. 1, 2. 28.' 

eth his Maker ; The rich addressed by James, Jam. Ps. Izviii. 5. 

V. 4. Jam.ii. 5,6. 

The tender provisions of the Mosaic J'piiTHS',*?' 
law for the poor, &c., Deut, xv. 7 — 11; BMa.xiil5. 
xxiv. 10 — 16. 

and he that is glad The Edomites rejoicing over the cbil- 

at calamities, shall dren of Judah, Obad. lO-— 15. 

not b« anpunish*- The contrast presented by the pro- 

ed. phets Jeremiah, Jer. xvii. 16; ix. 1; 

Isaiah, laa. xvi. 9 — 11 ; and Micah, 
Mie. i. 8 ; their grief at the calamities 
they foretold. 

xvii. 13. 

Whoso reward- Adam and Eve in Paradise, Gen. ilL lThess.v.15. 

eth evil for good, and the fearful consequences to their ^«?' ^' *' 

evil shall not de- posterity, Rom. v. 18. I p^i^ m g^ 

part from his Saul's persevering malice against Da- i Pet! L 6, 7. 

twose* vid, 1 Sam. xxvi. who, by his own con- ^at the pu- 

fession, had rewarded him good, 1 Sam, Jjj^'^ 

xxiv. 17, and the evil which followed to descends to 

his own family, 1 Sam. xxxi. 2 ; 2 Sam. a nuui's pos- 

XxL 6 6. terityisa 

Judis,'p». xli. 9; cix. 9—13; John JSi£i*S° 
ziii. 18; Acts i. 20. gainst this 

The Jews, in crucifying our Lord, nateftilsin. 
and the curse which even yet rests upon 
them. Matt, xxvii. 25. 

zvii 14. 
The beginning Forty-two thousand of the Ephraim- Prov. xxvi. 
of strife is as when itet destroyed by Jephthah, Judg. xii. U'.^^'^^' 
on« ktteth out 1 — 8, and thus involving them in such ja^" Iji. /' 
water ; trouble as, like a deluge of waters, lay 6. 

all desolate; and showing that when 
men begin a quarrel, they little know 
where it will end. 
Rehoboam's irrecoverable loss at She- 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. Xvii. 15, 



Proverbs. 



therefore leave off 
contention before 
it be meddled with. 



lUuttrationsfrom Scripture. Rrferencee, i^c. 

chem, where all Israel had come to 
make him king, 2 Chron. x. 1 — 16. 

Jeroboam's defeat, in which he lost 
five hundred thousand men, 2 Chron, 
xiii. 17* 

Abraham's anxiety that the contention See on Prov. 
between his herdsmen and those of Lot ^ciii. 10 ; xiv 
should not extend to themselves, and 
that it should immediately be stopped, 
Gen, xiii. 8, 9 ; a fine example of meek- 
ness and of wisdom. . . 

Thus did the Israelites, in the wilder- je^eL" 
ness, when the Ednmites threatened 
them. Numb, xx. 14 — 21. 

The prompt attention of the twelve 
Apostles to the murmuring of the 
Grecians against the Hebrews, Acts vi. 
1—4. 



29 ; XV. 1. 
Rom. xii.l8. 

" Forbear- 
ance is a 



Ch. xvii. 15. 

He that justifi- 
eth the wicked, 
and he that con- 
demneth the just, 
even they both are 
abomination to the 
Lord. 



xvii. 16. 
Wherefore is 
there a price in 
the hand of a fool 
to get wisdom, see- 
ing he hath no 
heart to it ? 



The counsellors hired to slander the 
Jews, and to justify the Samaritans in 
their opposition to them, Ezra iv. 1 — 16. 

Tertullus, who justified the wicked 
Jews in their persecution of Paul, and 
sought his condemnation and destruction 
by unfounded charges against him, and 
by flattering Felix, who was a very bad 
man, Acts xxiv. 

Ahab and Jezebel's condemnation of 
Naboth, 1 Kings xxi. 5 — 24. 

The remnant of the ten tribes invited 
by Hezekiah to the passover, but they 
had no disposition to improve such an 
opportunity placed within their reach, 
2 Chron. xxx. 10. 

The Gergesenes *, Matt. viii. 34, con- 
trasted with the Samaritans, JbAn iv. 40. 

Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum, 
Matt. xi. 21. 

The rich young man, Mark x. 22. 

The men of Nazareth, where our Lord 
was brought up, Luke iv. 28. 

Herod Antipas, son of Herod the 
Great, Luke xxiii. 11. 

The impenitent dying thief, Luke 
xxiii. 39. 

The Jews, in the time of our Lord, 
John V. 40 ; viii. 45. 



Prov. zziv. 

23, 24. 

Exod. xxiiL 

7. 

Isa. V. 23. 



Heb. iv. I. 
Collect for 
2nd Sunday 
in Advent. 
Communion 
Service, tbat 
part of prayer 
for church 
militant, be- 
ginning, 
<• and to all 
thy people 
give thy hea- 
venly grace, 
that with 
meek heart," 
&c. 

Also t^e ex- 
hortation of 
the minister 
in case he 
shall see the 
people negli- 



* These are called by Mark and Luke the Gadarenes. 



to xvii. 17.] 



SCRIPTURE EXAMFLE8. 



Proverbs, 



Ch. xvii. 17< 
A friend loveth 

at all times, and a 

brother is born for 

adversity. 

(Explained p. 40.) 



liluatratiotu from Scripture, 

PiUte, John xviii. 38. 
The Athenians, /lets xvii. 32, 33. 
Felix, j^cta xxiv. 26—27. 
Agrippa, son of that Herod who be- 
headed James, Acts xxvi. 28. 

Abraham's love for his nephew, Gen. 
xiv. 14, who had been deficient in re- 
spect to him, Gen, xiii. 11. In order to 
rescue Lot, he did not shrink to attack, 
with his small company, one who had 
been the terror and conqueror of all the 
kings around him. 

Joseph, Gen. xlv. 6 ; 

Moses' love for the Israelites, thouprh 
so ungrateful to him, Exod, xxxii. 32 ; 
Deut, ix. 18; and when by their de- 
struction he and his family would have 
been raised to the greatest honour, Exod, 
xxxii. 10, 11. 

Ruth's love for Naomi, Ruth i, 16, 17 ; 

Jonathan hazarding his own life, to 
preserve that of David, 1 Sam, xx. 33| 
though knowing that David, not him- 
self would succeed to his father's throne, 
I Sam, xxiii. 17* 

Barzillai's kindness to David when 
fleeing for his life, and when kindness 
to him under such circumstances might 
have cost Burzillai his life, 2 Sam, xix. 
32; xvii. 27—29 

Ahikam's regard for Jeremiah, Jer. 
xxvi. 24 ; and also that of Ebedmelech, 
the Ethiopian, Jer, xxxviii. 8, &c. 

The apostle John's support of Mary, 
a destitute widow, John xix. 27. 

Paul's love for Oncsimus, Philem. 12. 

Barnabas taking Paul, when all others 
were afraid of him, Acts ix. 27 ; 

The love of Aquilaand Priscilla, Rom, 
xvi.3,4, Of the Philippians, PhiL'iv, 15, 

And of Epaphroditus to Paul, Phil, ii. 
25, when he was a prisoner at Rome. 

Aristarchus also is distinguished as a 
constant attendant on Paul, cheerfully 
sharing with liim in his dangers and 
imprisonment, Acts xix. 29; xx. 4; 
xxvii. 2; Philem. 24; Col, iv. 10, and 
especially Luke, 2 Tim, iv. 11. 

The love of Epaphroditus to the Phi- 
lippians also is very striking, Phil, ii. 
26. 



121 

References, ^c, 

gent to come 
to, the holy 
eoininunion. 



See en Prov. 
xvUi. 24 ; 
xxvli. 17. 
The follow- 
ing passages 
refer to the 
love of Christ 
as our friend 
and brother. 
John XV. IS, 
14. 

Matt. xii. 50. 
Heb. 11.11. 
John xili. 1. 
Heb. xiii. 8 ; 
Iv. 14—18. 



Ifthoa 
wouldest get 
afriend,prove 
him first, and 
be not haaty 
to credit him. 
For some 
man is a 
ftriend for his 
own occasion 
and will not 
abide in the 
day of thy 
trouble. 
Again some 
Itiend is a 
companion 
at the table, 
and will not 
continue in 
the day of 
thy afliiction. 
A fUthfUl 
friend is the 
medicine of 
life, and they 
that fear the 
Lord shall 
find him. 
Ecclus. vi. T, 
8. 10. 16. 

"Two per- 
sons will not 
be long 
friends, if 
they cannot 
forgive each 
other's little 
failings." 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. Xvii* 19, 



Proverbs, 



Ulustratioru from Scripture, 



Refet:enees, Sfc. 



Ch.xvii. 19. 
He loveth trans- 
gression that lov- 
eth strife ; 



The Corinthians' strife about their 
preachers, &c.y 1 Cor, iii. 3, 4 ; 2 Cor, 
xii. 20, 21 ; showing that strife ia a 
fruitful source of other sins. Observe 
also their disposition to go to law with 
each other upon subjects of trifling im- 
portance, and the evil consequences that 
followed, 1 Cor, vi. 

The Apostles did not love strife, or 
accustom themselves to it« but that such 
men should have given way to it among 
themselves, and at such a time, Mark 
ix. 31. 33; Luke xxii. 24, strongly shows 
the tendency of our fallen nature to this 
sin, and therefore our need of the caution 
implied in this proverb. 



and he that exalt- The attempt of Sheba to raise the 
eth his gate seek- standard of rebellion against David, 2 



Jam. iU. 14 
—16. 

PhU. ii. S. 
ProT. XX. 22. 

"Letdissen- 
siona proceed 
Aom others, 
but recon- 
cilialionfhnn 
thee." 



. eth destruction. 
(Explained p. 26.) 



See on Prov. 
xvi. 18 ; 
xviU. 12. 



"He that 
does not soar 
high will suf- 
fer the leas 
byaftU." 



Sam, XX. 1. 22. 

Zimri seizing on the throne of Israel, 
1 Kingt xvi. 9—18. 

Shebna, ambitious of distinction, built 
himself a stately sepulchre at Jerusalem, 
as one secure of his possessions, but 
received a message from the Lord, fore- 
warning him of his shame, captivity, and 
death, ha. xxii. 15 — 19. 

Jehoiakim built a magnificent palace 
by iniquity and oppression, and at a 
time when the country was in the great- 
est distress, Jer, xxii. 13, and rebelling 
against Nebuchadnezzar, the destruction 
of his power, and miserable death in 
Babylon soon followed, 2 Chron, xxxvi. 
6 — 8; Jer, xxii. 19. 

xvii. 20. 
He that hath a Thus, many, owing to the corrupt 8«« on Prov. 
froward heart find- state of their heart, were rather hardened ^^'J^j^ is 
eth no good; than benefited even by so astonishing a 14.' 

miracle as the raising of Lazarus, John Dan.xii. lO; 
xi.46; xii. 10. JcS''"'!** 

The Nazarenes at our Lord's last visit, Matt. xl. 25. 
of whom it is said that He marvelled 
because of their unbelief, Mark vi. 6. 

The Jews at Capernaum, John vi. 41 — 
52, 60, and at Jerusalemy John vii. 14— 
30. 

Simon Magus, his heart not being 



to xviii. 10.] 
Proverbs, 



and lie that hath 
a perverse tongue, 
falleth into mis- 
ctiieC 



SCRIFTURE EXAMPLES. 
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Ch. xvii. 27. 

He that hath 
knowledge spareth 
his words; and a 
man of under- 
standing is of an 
excellent (or cool) 
spirit. 



Illustrations from Scripture, References, S^c. 

right with God, Acts viii. 21, found no Prov. vl. 14, 
good from his baptism. J,^- 

The Israelites in the wilderness, their J4; ***• "' 
heart not being right with God, Ps, 
Ixxviii. 37, soon discovered itself by a 
perverse tongue, and brought his wrath 
upon them, Ps, Ixxviii. 19—22. 

Elymas seeking to turn away the de- 
puty from the faith, Acts xiii. 8. 

Aaron held his peace, from a deep See on Prov. 
conviction of God's holiness and justice, J- 1^! ^^1. 
and his own sinfulness. Lev, x. 3 ; Exod, xv. 28; xxix. 
xxxii. 2. 25. 11. ' 

Moses' silence under the reproach of Eccle«.lx.l7. 
his brother and sister. Numb. xii. Be- ^*"' *' *** 
taking himself to prayer before he re- 
plied to Korah. Numb, xvi. 4. 

Moses and Aaron at the murmuring 
of the people against them, Numb, xiv. 
6 ; XX. 6 ; 

Samuel, when the Israelites rejected 
him, 1 Sam, viii. 6. 21. 



• • • « 

XVUI. 1. 

Through desire, 
a roan having se- 
parated himself, 
teeketh and inter- 
meddleth with all 
wisdom. 



xTin. 7* 
A fool's mouth 
is his destruction, 
and his lips are 
the snare of his 
soul. 



xviii. 10. 
The name of the 
Lord is a strong 



Isaac retired to meditate, Gen. xxiv. 
63. 

John the Baptist was in the desert 
until the day of his showing unto Israel, 
** aj^art from the world, and under the 
tuition of heaven, he was instructed in 
the principles of divine wisdom," Bp, 
Home i Luke i. 80. 

Paul spent three years in retirement 
in Arabia, as a preparation for his min- 
istry, Gal, i. 17. 18. 

The Ethiopian's diligent study of the 
Scriptures while travelling, Acts viii. 26 
— 31, and thus showing his fervent desire , 
of knowledge. 

The men of Succoth and Penuel, Judg, 
viii. 4 — 17. 

The children of Bethel, who mocked 
Elisha, 2 Kings ii. 23, 24. 

The servant who hid his Lord's talent 
in a napkin, condemned out of his own 
mouth, aggravating his guilt by his at- 
tempt to justify his sin, Luke xix. 22. 

Job under his deep affliction. Job 
xix. 26, 26 i 

f2 



Ps. i. 1—8. 

Ps. iv. 4. 

Matt. vi. 6. 



" Little can 
be done well 
to which the 
whole mind 
is Dot ap- 
plied."— 

JoAlMOfl. 



See on Prov. 
X. 14.18; 
xii. IS; 
Prov. xiii. a. 
Eccies. X. 11. 
—14; v. 2. 



See on Prov. 
xiv. 26. 
Rom. \ iii. 35 
—39. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF FROVFRBS BT [Ch. XYlil. 11, 



Proverbt. 

tower ; the righte- 
ous runneth into 
it, and is safe. 
(Explained p. 41.) 



Ch. xviii. 11. 

The rich man's 
weal this his strong 
city, and as an 
high wall in his 
own conceit. 



Illustrations from Scripture, References, Sfc. 

Asa, when attacked by Zerah, 2 Chron. Zech. ii. 8. 

xiv.ii.ac. Visitation of 

Hezekiah under his alarm from Sen- the sick. 

nacherib, 2 Kings xix. 14—20. 32— "The Al- 

Q^^ mighty Lord, 

The Apostles, when threatened by the *wer,**&cl' 
Sanhedrim, Acts iv. 24 — 33. 



Prov. X. 15. 
1 Tim. ▼1.17. 
Mark x. 23. 
Litany. <*In 
all time of 
our wealth, 
good Lord, 
deliver us." 



xviii. 12. 
Before destruc- 
tion, the heart of 
man is haughty. 



and before honour, 
is humility. 



xviii. 13. 
He that answer- 
eth a matter before 
he heareth it, it is 
folly and shame 
unto him. 



The prince of Tyrus*, Ezek. xxviii. 
2, &c. whose strong forts and bulwarks 
of the sea availed him nothing when God 
sent Nebuchadrezzar against him to 
punish him for his pride. 

Parable of the rich fool, Luke xii. 19 
—21. 

Job's anxiety not to trust to his wealth. 
Job xxxi. 24, 25. 



Jezebel's haughty spirit, in painting See on Prov. 
her face, &c., she had no intention of ^tfi^^* ^** 
tempting Jehu by her beauty, but was 
merely actuated by motives of pride, to 
keep up her state and dignity to the 
last, 2 Kings ix. 30—33. Bp, Patrick, 

Contrast the spirit of Goliath, 1 Sam, See on Prov. 
xvii. 8—10. 43, 44, and David. 1 Sam. ^**:,, ^ 
xvii. 45, 46. It may also be remarked of \^;l ' 
David, that after the Spirit of the Lord 
had come upon him, qualifying him for 
great things, he was satisfied in his hum- 
ble and laborious employment He waited 
for the Lord's time, to call him into 
action. After his introduction to Saul's 
court, though he had been anointed the 
future king of Israel, he cheerfully re- 
tired again to the sheep-fold, 1 Sam. xvi. 
13—23; xvii. 15. 



David acted foolishly in receiving as 
true the slander of Ziba against his 
master Mephibosheth. It was a shame 
to David to give Mephibosheth's pro- 
perty to Ziba, without hearing Mephi- 
bosheth, whose loyalty was unimpeach- 
able, 2 Sam, xvi. 4 ; xix. 24—30. Even 
the heathens, Lysias and Festus, acted 
more wisely and justly towards Paul, 
Jets xxiii. 30; xxv. 16. 

Ahasuerus foolishly attending to Ha- 



Prov. 1. 5 ; 
xvii.27;uL 
23. 

Jam. 1 19. 
Blame not 
before thon 
hast ex- 
ami ned the 
truth ; under- 
standflrstsnd 
then rebuke. 
Answer not 
before thon 
hast heard 



* His name was Ithobal, as appears firom the Phoeniciaa. annals, extracted flmn 
Josephut.— Ca/aMl. 



to xviii. 17.] 



SCRIPTUEE EZi^MPLSS. 
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lUmstratimu from Scripture, Rrfereneett ^ 

man's charge against the Jews, without 
any concern to investigate its truth, 
Esik. iii. 10, &c. ; he was put to the 
shame of reversing his own decree, Esth, 
viii. 5, &c. 

Darius granting the presidents their 
wish, so flattering to his vanity, by sign* 
ing the decree without consulting Daniel, J«aniing and 
the chief of the presidents, who would J^wchmlle. 
immediately have undeceived him, on mencondude 
the point of its being the wish of alt the hastily. Ex- 
presidents that he should sign it, Dan, perienceand 
vi. 9 ; this hastiness placed him in very 
painful and humiliating circumstances, 
DatL yi. 14 ia 



Ch. xviii. 14. 

The spirit of a 
man will sustain 
his infirmity ; 



bat awounded spi- 
rit who can bear ? 



theeauae, 
neither 
interrupt 
men in Uie 
midst of 
their talk. 
Ecclus. xl. 
7 8. 
It is a litUe 



humility 
teach mo- 
desty and 
fear. — 
/. Toflor, 



Isaac was very infirm and blind for SCor.i. 12. 
the last forty years of his life. Gen, 
xxvii. 1, but he lived and died in faith 
Heb. xi. 13. 

Job blessed God under accumulated 
calamity, Job i. 20, 21 ; ii. 8—10. 

Paul gloried in his infirmities and dis- 
tresses, 2 Cor, xii. 9 ; Jets xx. 22 — 24 ; 
Rom, V. 3 — 5. 

Paul and Silas, their joy under very 
severe ill usage, Jets xvi. 23 —25. 

The martyrs alluded to in the epistle 
to the Hebrews, being supported by a 
sense of God's love, the conscience of 
their own integrity, and the prospect of 
future happiness, PooAi ; Heh, xi. 35. 

Cain, Gen, iv. 13, 14; 
Saul, 1 Saw^ xxviii. 20 ; xxxi. 4 ; 
Ahitliophel, 2 Sam, xvii. 23 ; 
Zimri, the traitor, 1 Kings xvi. 18 ; 
Pashnr, of whom the Lord declared he 
should be a terror to himself, Jer, xx. 4 ; 
Judas, Matt, xxvii. 5. 



Isa. IvU. SO, 

21. 

Eiek. xxiL 

14. 

Litany. 

'♦ Prom thy 

wrath, (irwMl 

Lord, deliver 

u«." 



xviii. 17* 
He that is first 
in his own cause 
seemeth just, but 
his neighbourcom- 
eth and searcheth 
him. 



Saul meeting Samuel, and saying, I 
have performed the commandment of 
the Lord, 1 Sam, xv. 13. How different 
appeared the case when Samuel exposed 
it to view, showing that so far from obey- 
ing, Saul had rejected the word of tne 
Lord, verse 26. 

Ziba's slander against his master Me- 
phibosheth, 2 Sam, xvi. 1 — 3, till David 

f3 



See on Prov. 
XX, 6. 
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rTW€fOtm 



Ch. xviii. 21. 

Death and life 
are in the power 
of the tongue : and 
they that love it 
shall eat the fruit 
thereof. 
(Explained p. 41.) 



ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROYEBBS BT [Ch. Xvill. 21, 

lUuttratumsfrom Scripture, References, Sfc. 

heard Mephibosheth's explanation, 2 
Sam. xix. 26. 

Tertullus' accusations against Paul, 
which he could not prove, Acts xxiv. 5. 

la 



The evil report of the ten spies brought 
death on themselves, Numb. xiv. 36, 37i 
and led the Israelites so to act, as to 
cause their death in the wilderness, 
Numb, xiv. 2 ; 28 — 85. Their habit was 
that of murmuring, Numb. xiv. 22 ; and 
they eat the fruit of it in their destruc- 
tion. 

What Doeg said, urged on Saul to 
the murder of a city of priests, 1 Sam. 
xxii. 9, 10. 

The indignation of God against Sen- 
nacherib's blasphemy brought death on 
185,000 of his army, and on himself, 2 
Kings xviii. 28. 35 ; xix. 22. 35 ; 2Chron. 
xxxii. 21. 

The Ammonites, for insulting at the 
profanation of God's sanctuary, Ezek. 
XXV. 3 — 7. 

Ananias and Sapphira, Acts v. 8 — 10. 



The success of Moses' intercession for 
the Israelites, preserving the whole na- 
tion from destruction, ExocL xxxii. ; 

Abigail, 1 Sam. xxv. 33 ; 

Esther's appeal to Ahasuerus, Esth, 

• • ■ ■ • 

vu. viii. ; 

Paul's address to the Philippian jailer, 
Acts xvi. 28—34. 

The effect of the preaching of the 
Gospel, as declared by Paul, 2 Cor. ii. 16. 

xviii. 24. , ., . 

A man that hath David's regard for Jonathan's children 
friends must show long after his death, 2 Sam. ix. 1. 13; 

himself friendly, x^i. 7- 

Lydia, Acts xvi. 15. 40, and Justus, 
Acts xviii. 7> received Paul into their 
houses at a time when many would have 
shrunk from doing so. Justus, when 
many others failed, proved a comfort to 
him, CoL iv. 11. 

Paul was coming as a prisoner, but the 
brethren went out to meet him as far 
as Appii Forum, Acts xxviii. 15. 

Onesiphorus was not ashamed of 
Paul's chain, 2 Tim. i. 16. 

friendship is given. Pror. xxv. 



See on Pror. 

Z.21. Pro¥. 

z. SI ; xxi. 

23. 

Ps. xxxiT. 

12, IS. 

Matt. xii. S6, 

37. 

Jam. i. 19. 

Ps. cxU. 3. 



Many have 
fallen by the 
edge of the 
sword, but 
not so maay 
as have fal- 
len hy the 
tongue. 
Ecclus. 
xxviii. 18. 



See on Fror. 
xvii. 17. 
"Ifyouwiih 
to gain affec- 
tion, bestow 
it. — nSeiMM. 
I will not be 
ashamed to 
defend a 
friend, nei* 
tber wiU I 
hide myseU 
from him. 
Ecclus. zxfl- 
25. 

A wise caa* 
tion on the 
subject of 
17.— See p. n- 



to xix. 2.] 



Pr€verbt, 



and there is a friend 
thatsticketh closer 
tban a brother. 



SCRIPTUaE EXAMPLES. 
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llluitraiums from Scripture. RrfereneeSf S^e. 

Paul's direction to Titus, respecting 
Zenas and A polios, Tit. iii. 13. 

The hospitality of Philemon, Philem, 
6 — 7 ; and of Gains, 3 John 3 — 6 ; 

Jonathan was far more kind to David, ^j*° *^' '^ 
1 Sam, xviii. 1 ; xix. 4, 5, than his own 
brother Eliab, 1 Sam, xvii. 28. 

Hiram, the cordial assistance he ren- 
dered to Solomon, free from all jealousy 
or envy at his growing power, contrasted 
with the attempt of his own brother 
Adonijah, to deprive him of the throne, 
1 Kings V. ; i. 5. 



Ch. xix. 2. 
That the soul be 
withoutknowledge 
it is not good ; 



(1 ) Consequences of ignorance of God, 
i. e, of just views of his character. 

Micah, the Ephraimite, making an 
idol, consecrating a Levite to an office 
of which he was incapable, and yet 
through misinterpretation of God's pro- 
vidence, imatjrining he had the appro- 
bation of God for an act which led to the 
spread of idolatry throughout the tribe 
of Dan. Judg, xvii. 13; xviii. 30,31. 

Eliphaz, &c.. Job's friends, inflicted 
severe suffering on him, Job iv, 7, and 

Abishai gave most dangerous advice 
to David from the same cause, mis- 
interpreting God's providence, 1 Sam. 
xxvi. 8. 

Benhadad's army defeated for limiting 
the power of God, 1 Kings xx. 28. 

The Jews, as described by Isaiah, Jsa. 
V. 12, 13 ; 

The Gentile world, Rom. i. 28 ; 

(2.) Consequences of ignorance of 
Christ 

The Gadarenes besought him to de- 
part from them, Luke viii. 37. 

The Jews and their rulers killing the 
prince of life, Luke xix. 41, 42; 1 Cor. 
li. 8, not knowing that Christ is the end 
of the law, for righteousness to every 
one that believeth, Rom. x. 3, 4. 

Paul, before his conversion. Jets xxvi. 
11 ; 1 Tim, I 13. 

(3.) Consequences of ignorance of the 
Holy Scriptures. 

The people and priests, as described 
by Hosea, Hosea iv. 6. 

The Pharisees, Matt, xii. 7* 
r4 



See on Prov. 
1.7; 

Prov. ix. 10. 
Ps. cxliil. 8. 
John xvii. 8. 
Phil. iii. 8 
—10. 

Though the 
knowledge 
of what is 
the great end 
of our being 
is that which 
chiefly con- 
cerns ut, we 
should endea- 
vour as we 
have oppor- 
tunity " not 
to be ignor- 
ant of any 
thing in a 
great matter 
or small." 
Be (as 
Hooker re- 
marks) dili- 
gent obser- 
vers of cir- 
cumstances, 
the little re- 
gard whereof 
is the nurse 
of vulgar 
folly."— Al- 
ways adding 
to our stock 
of know- 
ledge. 



Litany: 
"That it may 
please thee 
to forgive us 
all our . . ig- 
norances, 



128 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVEIIBS BT [Ch. XIX. 3, 

Proverbs. Illustrations from Scripture, R^ereneeM, ^e. 

The Sadducees' denial of the resur- and to endue 
rection. Matt. xxii. 29. graS^f ttTy 

Peter, Matt. xvi. 22 ; and the other Holy Spirit 
Apostles' dismay at the thought of our to amend 
Lord's crucifixion, and their unbelief ^^"'.{JT*! **^" 
of his resurrection, Luke xviii. 31 — 34; thy ho^ ° 
John xii. 16 ; xx. 9 ; Luke xxiv. 25, 26. word." 

(4.) Consequences of ignorance of 
ourselves. 

Job was too much disposed to justify Ps. iv. 4. 
himself, Job xxxiii. 8, 9 ; xxxiv. 6. 9. 35, 2 Cor. xiii. 5. 
and not enough aware of his incapacity 23 2"*"^' 
to judge of God's dealings. Job x\u. 3. 
5, 6, and hence arose, in a great mea- 
sure, his sin and trouble of mind. 

Hezekiah not knowing himself, God 
left him to himself to teach him this 
necessary truth, 2 Chron. xxxii. 3L 

Peter's fall from want of self-know- 
ledge, Luke xxii. 33, 34. 

Desire of forbidden knowledge was Dcut. xxix. 
one cause of Eve's ruin. Gen. iii. 6, ^^j^g ^jj 
and of the ruin of the world, Rom. v. 13. 
18. 



and he thathasteth 
with his feet sin- 
neth. 
(Explained p. 42.) 



Ch. xix. 3. 
The foolishness 
of man perverteth 
his way, and his 
heart fretteth 
against the Lord. 



Saul's impatience in not waiting for See on Prov. 
Samuel to offer the burnt-offering, 1 f^^^^^^: 
Sam. xin. 9, 10. 13, 14; again, the con- Prov. xxi. 5. 
sequences of his inconsiderately binding See on Prov. 
his whole army by an oath to abstain *^* ^^' 
from food, nearly led to the destruction 
of his own son, the most valuable man in 
the armv, 1 Sam. xiv. 24 — 45. 

David's haste led him to an act of great 
injustice to Mephibosheth, 2 Sam. xvi. 4. 



Adam ; the very first sin that ever 
man was guilty of, he endeavoured to 
throw upon God, shifting the blame 
not only on Eve, but on God, for having 
given her to him, Gen. iii. 12. 

Cain, Gen. iv. 13, 14. 

Jehnram, king of Israel, charging his 
calamity upon God, and not upon him- 
self, whose sins were the true and proper 
causeof it, Poo/e; 2 Kingsiii. 10. 13; vi.31. 

Jonah, Jonah iv. 1. 4. 9. 

The Israelites; their passage from 
Egypt need not have occupied more 
than a few weeks. Their journeying 
forty years, arose from their having per- 
verted their way. Numb. xiv. 34, but it 
was marked by incessant fretting against 



The general 
confession in 
the Morning 
Prayershows 
how we 
ought to feel 
when we 
have per- 
verted our 
way. 

Ps. Ixxxvi. 
II. 

Jam. i. 13, 
14. 



to xix. S2.] 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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Proverbs. 



Ch. zix. 11. 

The discretion 
of a man deferreth 
his anger, and it 
is his glory to pass 
over a transgres- 
sion. 



Jllustrations from Scripture, Beferenets, ^c. 

the Lord, Numb. xx. 2—6 ; xxi. 4 — 6 ; 
DeuL ix. 23, 24 ; 1 Cor. x. 1—13. 



21, 22. 

Rom. xii. 17. 

21. 

Col. iii. 12 

—15. 



xix. 21. 

There are many 
devices in a man's 
heart, neverthe- 
less the counsel of 
the Lord, that shall 
stand. 



Joseph ; his apparent harshness to his Matt. v. 38 
hrethren, arose from his anxiety to "^^' *^i*** 
bring them to repentance, and when he 
had accomplished this, his whole con- 
duct was marked by peculiar tenderness. 
Gen. xlv. 4—15 ; 1. 21. 

Moses a pattern of brotherly affection, 
Numb. xii. 

David's conduct to Saul, 1 Sam. xxiv. ; 
xxvi. 5, &c. 

The prophet of Judah interceding for 
Jeroboam, who had the moment before 
put forth his hand to injure him, 1 Kings 
xiii. 6, &c. 

Isaac's desire to bestow on Esau the See on Prov. 
blessing, Oen. xxvii. 1 — J, contrary to "l* '®- 
God's declared purp(»se, Gen. xxv. 23. sth Sundly 

The attempt of Joseph's brethren to after Trinity; 
defeat, became the means of accom- 
plishing his prophetic dreams. Gen. 
xxxvii. 19, &c. 

The devices of the chief priests, &c. 
to avoid putting our Lord to death on 
the feast day. Matt. xxvi. 4, 5, and thus 
would have been frustrated the typical 
reference of the passuver to him, 1 Cor. v. 
7. Also the attempt to defeat the belief 
of his resurrection. Matt, xxvii 63 — 66, 
as foretold by the prophets, but the very 
means they took confirmed its truth, 
"The testimony of sixty unexceptionable 
witnesses (the number of the Aoman 
soldiers on the guard) was thus added to 
the truth of the Lord's resurrection " Bp, 
Porteus; Matt, xxviii. 11 ; Jets ii. 23, 24. 

The forty Jews who, with the chief 
priests and elders, had conspired together 
to assassinate Paul, Jets yLsXW. 12 — 15, 
and thus defeat God's counsel to send 
him to Romcj Acts xxiii. 11. 



xix. 22. 
The desire of a 
man is his kind- 
ness, and a poor 
man is better than 
a liar. 
(Explained p. 42.) 



2Cor.viii.l2, 
Matt. X. 42. 



The desire of the little Israelitish 
maid, even had it not issued in so im- '"*■": ^' ^'^ • 
portant a result, showed the kindness of f jjhn'iu'il* 
her heart ; and would have been worth 
more than the promises of those rich 
and great men who never fulfil the 

f5 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. xlx. 25, 



Proverbt. 



Ch. xix. 25. 

Smite a scorner, 
and the simple will 
beware ; 



Illustrations from Scripture, References, S^. 

expectations they raise, 2 Kings ▼. 3. 
Such was Pharaoh's deceitful conduct to 
Zedekiah, Ezek. xxix. 7* He came with 
a ffreat array, to raise the siege of Jeru- 
salem by the Chaldeans, but in a little 
time retired to his own country, trea- 
cherously leaving Zedekiah, whom he 
had engaged to rebel against Nebuchad- 
nezzar, whereby he became the occasion 
of the ruin of Zedekiah ; see Ezek. xvii. 
16 ; Jer. xxxvii. 6. 7* Bp. Patrick. 

Mary is commended as having done Liberality 
what she could. Mark xiv. 8. J« m.^?h"i? 

The widow's two mites, though add- giving 

ing little to the treasury, strongly ex- largely as In 

pressed her desire to give, and were ac- *l^°f ***". 
* J \ r 1 ' e% A Bonablyand 

cepted as such, Luke xxi. 2 — 4. f^jj^ ^g^^ 

The Macedonian church. Their deep motives. 

poverty gave a peculiar lustre to their 

liberality, 2 Cor. viii. 2. 



and reprove one 
that hath under- 
standing, and he 
will understand 
knowledge. 



XX. 1. 

Wine is a mock- 
er, strong drink is 
raging, and whoso- 
eirer is deceived 
thereby is not 
vnse. 



The effect on Israel of the destruction 
of Pharaoh and his host, Exod. xiv. 31. 

Stubborn children, their awful pun- 
ishment, intended to be a warning to 
others, Deut. xxi. 21. 

The Gibeonites were awed by the 
destruction, of Jericho and Ai, Josh. ix. 
3, &c. Melanchthon, Bp. Patrick. 

The effect produced on Sergius Paulus 
by the punishment of Elymas, jicts xiiL 
6-12. 

The Psalmist, Ps. cxix. ^5. 

Our Lord's verbal reproof of the two 
disciples going to Emmaus, Luke xxiv. 
25 — 27* 32, was more effectual for their 
good than the severest punishments 
would have been to a scorner. *' A fool- 
ish offender must, by punishment, be 
made wise ; but a man of sense will 
amend upon admonition." 

Nabal, though very rich, rendered 
contemptible by his drunkenness, 1 Sam. 
XXV. 36; 

Elah, king of Israel, 1 Kings xvi. 8 — 
10. 

Benhadad, king of Syria, 1 Kings xz. 
16-21. 

The drunkards of Ephraim, Isa. 
zxvliL 7- 



Prov. xxi. 
11. 

" Therefore 
God strikes 
some that he 
may warn 
all.''— Htp. 
HaU. 



Piov. ix. 9, 
10 ; XV. 5 ; 
xvii. 10. 
Job xxxiv. 
81, 32. 



Prov. xxiiL 
29—35; 
xxxi. 4. 
1 Cor. V. 11 ; 
vi. 9, 10. 
Eph.v. 18. 
Rom.xiU.lS, 
14. 



to XX. 6.} 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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Proverbs, 



Ch. zx. 3. 

It is an honour 
for a man to cease 
from strife ; 



Illustrations from Scripture. Rrferenees, S^e, 

Belshazzar and his princes, Dan. v. 
Jer, li. 39. 57. 

Nineveh, assaulted unexpectedly by 
night and taken, by Arbaces the Mede, 
when their army was revelling in drunk- 
enness, as foretold by Nahum, Nah. i. 10. 

Probably Nadab and Abihu were be- 
trayed into the presumption of burning 
strange fire by intemperance at the feast 
after the peace-offering, for immediately 
after, and in consequence of their fate, 
the Lord delivers the injunctions against 
the priests drinking wine and strong 
drink when they approached the sanc- 
tuary, Levit. X. 8, 0. Dr. Graves. 



Abraham, Gen. xiii. 7—d, 

Observe also the honour God put 
upon him after his disinterestedness, 
Gen. xiii. 14 — 17- 

David taking Abigail's advice, 1 Sam. 
XXV. 32—34. 



See on Prov. 
xvi. 32. 
Rom. xii. 18. 
Matt. ▼. 9. 



but every fool will 
be meddling. 



XX. 6. 

' Most men will 
proclaim everyone 
his own goodness ; 
but a faithful man 
who can find 7 



It was very foolish of Miriam to med- 
dle with those domestic concerns of her 
brother with which she had nothing to 
do, Numb. xii. and his conduct reflects 
great honour upon him. 

The Ephraimites meddling with Gi- 
deon, Judg. viii. I, &c., and with Jeph- 
thah, Judg. xii. I, &c. 

Amaziah, king of Judah, 2 Kingsxh.S. 

Judaizing teachers, who came down 
from Judea to Antioch, interfering with 
the ministry of Paul and Barnabas 
among the Gentiles, Acts xv. 1, &c. 

Those who endeavoured to undermine 
Paul's authority with the Galatian. 
church, Gai. i. ^, 7; ii« 4; vi. 12. 

Absalom, the murderer of his brother, 
and plotting treason against his father, 
and yet boasting of his love of justice, 
2 Sam. XV. 4 ; 

Jehu's boast of his zeal, 2 Kings x. 16. 
31; 

The Scribes and Pharisees, Matt. vi. 
2 ; xxiii. 6. 

The church of Laodicea, Rev. iii. 17. 

The readiness of the Israelites in the 
wilderness to profess obedience to God's 
covenant, but to which, almost immedi- 

p 6 



See on Prov. 

xvii. 14; 

XXV. 8. 

Prov. xxvL 

17. 

1 TbeM. iv. 

11. 



" The man 
who combats 
himself <nriU 
be happier 
than he who 
contends 
with others." 



See on Prov. 
XXV. 14; 
xxvii. 2. 
Collect for 
Ash Wednes> 
day, showing 
what ought 
to be our 
view of our- 
selves. 
Luke xvii. 
10. 

If man is so 
little to be 
depended 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Cb. X3C. 9, 



JrT0V6fbs» 



Illustrations from Scripture, 



References, 4*^. 



Ch. XX. 9. 

Who can say, 
I have made my 
heart clean, I am 
pure from my sin 7 



XX. 12. 

The hearing ear, 
and the seeing eye, 
the Lordhath made 
even both of them. 
(Explained p. 43.) 



ately after, they proved imfaithful, Exod, 
xix. 8 ; xxiv. 3. 7 ; xxxii. 

The boasting of Jerusalem in the 
time of Jeremiah, Jer. ii. 23. 3d, and 
yet scarcely one righteous person in it, 
Jer, V. 1. 

The Jews, as described by St Paul, 
Rom, ii. 17—23. 

The Gentile world boasters, though 
filled with all unrighteousness, Rom, i. 30. 
So also throughout t)ie history of man for 
4000 years, as recorded in the Bible, how 
few in every age were faithful! 

The fidelity of the sacred writers, in 
recording their own sins, and seeking 
only God's glory, not their own, is a 
striking contrast, to ordinary histories. 
Thus Moses, Erod. iv. 24 ; Numb. xx. 
1 — -12; Jonah, i. 3; iv. 9; and Paul, 

1 Tim, L 13, faithfully record their 
sins. 

Ezra did not say so, Ezra ix. 6 ; 

Nor Job, /oftxlii. 5, 6; 

Nor Isaiah, Isai, vi. 5 ; 

N6r Daniel, Dan. ix. 8; 

Nor St. Paul, 1 Tim.i. 15; 

Nor St. John, 1 John i. 8. 

While, however, we must ever confess 
ourselves to be miserable sinners, and 
acknowledge that God alone can create 
in us clean hearts, we must remember, 
that for these blessings He will be in- 
quired of, (Ezek. xviii. 31, with Ezek, 
xxxvi. 26--37; Jer. iv. 14, with Jer, 
xxxi. 31 — 33,) though ever ready to give, 
Matt. vii. 7— 11 ; Luke xi. 11—13. 

God reminded Moses of this, to en- 
courage him in the arduous duty to 
which He had called him, Exod. iv. 11. 

The Psalmist alludes to it, to impress 
on us that nothing can escape God's 
notice, Ps. xciv. 9. 

God enabled Hagar to see the well, 
Oen. xxi. 19 ; 

Elisha*s servant to see the chariots, 

2 Kings vi. 17; 

Lydia's heart, to attend to the things 
which were spoken of Paul, Jets xvi. 14 ; 

Paul to see the glory of Christ, OaL 
i. 15, 16 ; Jets ix. 8. 17. 1& 



upon, the 

following' 

references 

show where 

ought to be 

our trust. 

Ps. cxlvi. 3 

—6. 

Jer. XYiL 5 

—7. 



Art. X. "The 
condition of 
man after the 
fallofAdam," 
See. See also 
Art. ix. 
•'...and this 
infection of 
nature doth 
remain, See." 
General con- 
fession in 
the Commu- 
nion Service. 



Ps. c. 8 ; 
cxzxix. 14. 
Ps. cxiz. 16. 



to XX. 22.] 
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Proverbs. 

Ch.xx. 15. 
There is gold, 
and a multitude of 
rubies, but the lips 
of knowledge are 
a precious jewel. 



Illustrations from Scripture, 



RefereneeSf ij^c. 



22. 

Say not thou, 
I will recompense 
evil, but wait on 
the Lord, and he 
shall save thee. 



Solomon made silver and gold at Je- 
rusalem as plenteous as stones, 2 Chron. 
i. 16, but that he was instructed in the 
knowledge of (iod, 1 Kivgs iii. 11 — 13, 
and directed others to the worship of 
God, 1 Kings viii. 22, &c. constituted the 
glory of his reign. 

Egypt was, as described by Herodotus, 
" a land of marvels ;" Babylon was one 
of the wonders of the world ; Athens was 
the repository of the fine arts ; but amid 
all this magnificence, how ignorant were 
they of the true God, and how destitute 
of those from whose lips they could learn 
that inestimable knowledge. 

The value of that true knowledge of 
God and of eternal life, revealed in the 
Gospel, is referred to in the following 
passages, Luke ii. J4; iv. 18, 19; jfcts 
xxvL 17, 18 ; and its present effects illus- 
trated, jfcts ii. 41-47; xvL 27—34; 1 
Cor. vi. 11 ; I Thess. i. 9, 10. 

Moses' readiness to intercede for 
Pharaoh, Exod, viiL 8—12; ix. 28, 
29; x. 17, 18; 

The Lord's vindication of Moses, 
when accused by his brother and sister, 
Numb. xii. 6,&c. 

Samuel never ceased to pray, 1 Sam. 
xii. 23, for those who had rejected hiin, 
1 Sam. viii. 19. 

David's establishment on the throne of 
Israel arose not from his destruction of 
bis enemies, but from their dratruction 
of each other. "In a war of five years' 
continuance, which followed upon Saul's 
death, David never once lifted up his 
sword against a subject, and at the end 
of it he punished no rebel ; he remem- 
bered no offence but the murder of his 
rival," 2 Sam. iv. 9—12; Prov. xx. 28. 

Though the Jews had been appointed 
by God to be in many instances the exe- 
cutioners of his justice in the punish- 
ment of the wicked, Deut. ix. 4, Lev. 
xviii. 25, they were particularly forbid- 
den by the Mosaic law to indulge personal 
enmities. They were not to abhor even 
an Egyptian, though the most cruel of 
their oppressors, Dent, xxiii. 7f and were 



Prov. i. r ; 
iii. IS— 18; 
viii. 11. 
Jer. ix. 23,24. 
1 Cor. ii. 2. 
Rom. i. 16. 
John xvii. S. 
Isa. Iii. 7. 



Prov.xix.ll. 
See on Prov. 
xxiv. 17 ; 
XXV. 21 . 
1 Pet.ii.2l. 



Litany: 
"That it may 
please thee 
to forgive 
our enemies, 
peisecutors, 
and slander- 
ers, and to 
turn their 
hearts." 



*' He that 
studieth re- 
venge keep- 
eth his oivn 
ivounds 
open." — 
Baeon. 



134 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. XX. 23» 

Prooerbs* lUuttratunufrom Scripture. References, ^c. 

commanded to pray for their Babylonian 
conquerors, Jer. xxix. 7* 



Ch. XX. 23. 
Divers weights 
are an abomi nation 
unto the Lord; and 
a false balance is 
not good. 
(Explained p. 43.) 



24. 

Man'sgoingsare 
of the Lord. How 
can a man then un- 
derstand his own 
way? 



Judah and Israel charged with this Prov. xi. l; 
sin by the prophets ; Hosea, Hos. xii. 7 ; **; ^?: '*' 
and Amos, jimos viii. 4,5; and Micah, 
Mic, vi. 10. 

Moses' direction to the Israelites, 
DeuLxxv. 13—16, and our Lord's golden 
rule, Matt. vii. 12. 



Mtcah vi. 8. 
Luke xvi. 10. 



See on Pror. 
xvl. 9. 

Act«xvii.28; 
Pb. XXV. 4; 
cxix. 133. 
Collects for 
8th and 9th 
Sundays 
after Txinity. 



XX. 26. 

Awisekingscat- 
tereth the wicked, 
and bringeth the 
wheel oyer them. 
(Explained p. 27.) 



ProT. XX. 8. 

Rom. xiiL 1 

—4. 

Ps. ii.11,12. 

2 Thess. i. 8. 



XX. 27. 

The spirit of man 
is the candle of 
the Lord, search- 



Rebekah meeting Abraham's servant 
at the well, showing that God's provid- 
ence extends over the smallest events, 
and the exact times of their occurrence, 
Gen. xxiv. 15. 

Esau was little aware of the influence 
by which the enmity of his heart was 
turned away from his brother Jacob, Gen, 
xxxiii. 4 ; xxxii. 28. 

Joseph, Gen. 1. 20 : Ps. cv, 17< 

God had appointed to defeat Ahitho- 
pbel's counsels, 2 Sam, xvii. 14, and 
therefore in vain was his worldly wisdom; 
he soon lost his way, and was confounded 
at the result, 2 Sam. xvii. 1—23. 

David's punishment of the Amalekite, 
2 Sam. i. 2—16 ; and of Rechab and 
Baanah, 2 Sam. iv. 5 — 12. 

Solomon's punishment of Adonijah, 
Joab, and Shimei, 1 Kings ii. 24. 28 — 
34. 39—46 ; Prov. xvii. 11. 

Amasiah acted wisely in punishing 
Josachar and Jehozabad, who had mur- 
dered his father, 2 Kings xii. 21 ; 2 
Chron. xxv. 3,4. 

Asa removed his mother from being 
queen because of her idolatry, 2 Chron. 
xv. 16. {See p. 154) 

Nehemiah chased one of the sons of 
Joiada, the son of the high-priest, from 
him, depriving him of all the privileges 
of the priesthood, on account of his un- 
godly marriage. See Poole. Neh. xiii. 
28. 

Parable of the ten pounds, Luke xix. 
27. 



Such is the force of conscience, that '* Noihiog 
Joseph's brethren more than ten years pjt?erftilly 
after the commission of their sin, were callhomethe 



toxxi. 1.] 

Proverbs, 

ing aU the inward 
parts of the belly, 
(f. e. his most secret 
thoughts). 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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Illustrations from Scripture, References^ 8(C, 

convicted of it by their own consciences, conscience 
" ••• — .. -- asaflSiction; 

neither needs 
there any 
other art of 
memory for 
sin besides 



Cb. XX. 30. 

The blueness of 
a wound cleanse th 
away evil, so do 
stripes the inward 
parts of the belly. 



Gen, xlii. 21 ; xliv. 16 

Pharaoh, Exod, ix. 27 ; x. 17 ; 

Adonibezek, Judg. i. 7 ; 

Saul, 1 ^am. xxiv. 16, 17; xxvi. 21. 

The assembled multitude on Mount misery."-— 
Carmel, conviction of guilt stopped their Bp. Hall. 
mouths, when Elijah, though alone, Jobxxxii.8. 
charged them with sin, 1 Kings xviii. 21. Heb!*i"/li, 

Herod's remark concerning the re- 13. * 
surrection of John the Baptist, Mark vi. 2 Cor. xiii.5. 
16, though he was (as Jos^'phus relates) 
a Sadducee, Matt. xxii. 23. This is a 
striking instance of the power of con- 
science overcoming, against a man's own 
will, the sophistries of infidelity. 

Judas, at the very moment of his suc- 
cess, Matt, xxvii. 4, 5. 

This probably refers to the benefit of ^ro^- ^^ii. 
severe correction, in reclaiming the sin- Heb."u! 6— 
ner, of which the following are instances. 10. 

Manasseh, the wicked son of pious Jobzzxiv. 
Hezekiah, 2 Chrmi. xxxiii. 12, 13. 3^' '2. 

The Jews, by their severe captivity in 
Babylon: compare their state of mind 
before their captivity, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 
14 — 16, and after it, Ezra ix. 4 ; Neh, 
viii. 18; ix. 

The prodigal son, Luke xv. 16 — 20. 



xxi. 1. 
The king's heart 
is in the hand of 
the Lord, as the 
rivers of water he 
tumeth it, whi- 
thersoever he will. 
(Explained p.27.) 



The obedience of Ahab to Elijah, on 
whose destruction he had been so intent, 
1 Kings xviii. 10. Elijah was, humanly 
speaking, in his power, but, instead of 
destroying him, Ahab suffered Elijah to 
destroy four hundred of his prophets, 
1 Kings xviii. 40. 

Sennacherib, Isa, x. 7* 

Nebuchadnezzar's ambition over- 
ruled, to punish Tyre, Ezek, xxix. 18, 
&c. Egypt, Jer, xliii. 10 — 12 ; and the 
Jews, Jer, xxxii. 28 ; 2 Kings xxi v. 3. 
It would have been much more to 
Nebuchadnezzar's worldly advantage to 
have cultivated the land of Judah, as 
the kings of Assyria did with Samaria, 
when they took the ten tribes captive ; 
but, in his leaving Judah desolate for 
seventy years, we see how God over- 
ruled the counsels and decrees of this 
rapacious conqueror, thus to sacrifice 



Communion 
Service. 2nd 
Collect for 
the Queen. 
1 Tim. ii. 1, 
2. 

This proverb 
strongly im- 
plies the im- 
portance of 
prayer for 
those in au- 
thority, a 
duty often 
enforced in 
Scripture, 
and in the 
services of 
the Church. 

" They that 
go down to 
the sea in 
ships, and oc- 
cupy by the 
great waters, 
they see the 
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Proverbs, lUuatrations from Scripture, Referenee8,8fC. 



Ch. xxi. 2. 
Every way of a 
man is right in his 
own eyes, but the 
Lord pondereth 
the hearts. 



his worldly interest, to fulfil, without 
intending it, tlie word of God, as spoken 
by Moses, Levit. xxvi. 34, and Jeremiah, 
Jer. XXV. 9— 11, with 2Chron. xxxvi. 21. 

Cyrus, without his knowing it, an in- 
strument of God's Providence, in the 
capture of Babylon ; and though a hea- 
then, in showing so much kindness to so 
hated and despised a people as the Jews 
were, Isa, xlv. 5 ; Ezra i. 1. 

Darius, king of Persia, (butalso called 
king of Assyria, as having conquered 
those countries,) Ezra vi. 22. 

Artiixerxes, Ezra vii. 27, aiding in 
the accomplishment of Jeremiah's pro- 
phecy of the return of the Jews, Jer, 
XXV. 11, 12, conveyed riches and plenty 
to the people of God, desolated by their 
captivity in Babylon. 

Ahasuerus, his forgetfulness to re- 
ward Mordecai when he discovered the 
plot, his sleep fleeing from him on that 
nighty Esther vi. 1, on the morrow of 
which Mordecai's destruction was deter- 
mined, and its issue in Mordecai's ho- 
nour, Esther vi. 4; by a series of events 
apparently the most accidental, Esther 
yi. I — 6 ; also the disposition of Ahasu- 
erus to listen to Esther, his sudden dis- 
gust with his favourite Haman, Esther 
vii.: these circumstances all combining 
for the preservation of the Church of 
God, threatened with utter extermina- 
tion, remarkably illustrate God's pro- 
vidence, and the controul of the king's 
heart to effect it. 

The decree of Augustus, without any 
intention on his part causing the fulfil- 
ment of Micah's prophecy, Aftcah v. 2, 
by bringing Mary to Bethlehem, Luke 
ii. 1—7. 

Micah thought himself right, though 
tempting a Levite to the twofold crime 
of acting as a priest, and committing 
idolatry, Judg, xvii. 13. 

Saul's confidence that he had obeyed 
the voice of the Lord, 1 Sam, xv. 13 — 
20, and that a regard to religion had 
been shown, by reserving the best of the 
spoil for sacrifice, 1 Sam. xv. 21, when 
God, who pondereth the heart, charges 



works of the 
Lord and his 
wonders in 
the deep, for 
God is mar- 
vellous ih 
the surges 
and tempests 
of the sea ; 
He is mar- 
vellous in the 
firmament of 
heaven, but 
much more 
murvellous 
is he in the 
surges and 
stormy tem- 
pests of his 
Church. 
Here may we 
behold the 
work of his 
hands. This 
is the shop of 
his power, c^ 
his wisdom, 
of his light 
and truth, 
and righte- 
ousness, and 
patience, and 
mercy. Here 
may we see 
the children 
of light and 
the children 
of darkness ; 
the vessels of 
honour and 
the vessels of 
shame; the 
assaults of 
falsehood and 
the glory and 
victory of 
truth.— 
Bp. JewelL 



See on Prov. 
xiv. 12; 
xvi. 2. 
1 Sam. ii. 3. 
Lam. iii. 40. 
Communion 
Service. 
The Collect : 
" Almighty 
God, unto 
whom all 
hearts be 
open," See. 



to xxi. 7.] 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 



1S7 



Proverbs. 



Ch. xxi. 3. 
To do justice and 
judgment is more 
acceptable to the 
Lord than sacri- 
fice. 



xxi. 7* 

The robbery of 
the wicked shall 
destroy them, be- 
cause they refuse 
to do judgment. 



JUustrations from Scripture, References, 8^c, 

him with pride, 1 Sam, xv. 17. covetous- 
ness, 1 Sam. xv. 19, rebellion and stub- 
bornness, 1 Sam. XV. 23, and the rejec- 
tion of his word, 1 Sam. xv. 26. 

Judah, in the time of Jeremiah, Jer, 
ii. 3d, 36. 

The rich young man, supposing, from 
his ignorance of the spirituality of God's 
law, that he had kept all God's com- 
mandments, Mark x. 20 — 23. 

James and John, in desiring to call 
down fire from heaven, Luke ix. 54 — 
56. 

The Corinthian church, while tolerat- 
ing a grievous sin, yet puffed up, 1 Cor. 
V. 2-6. 

The Galatian church imagining they 
were attaining to perfection by subjec- 
tion to the Mosaic law. Gal. iii. 3, 
while they were, by so doing, rendering 
Christ of none effect to them, Gal. v. 
4. 



Saul, 1 Sam, xiii. 10—13 ; xv. 22. 
Israel, in the time of Amos, Amos v. 
21—24. 

Judah, in the time of Isaiah, Isa. i. 

11—17. 

God's command to the Israelites when 
He brought them out of the land of 
Egypt, Jer. vii. 22, 23. 

The Pharisees, Matt, ix.' 13. 

The Scribe who came to our Lord, 
Mark xii. 33, saw the force of the truth 
implied in this proverb. 

The princes of Judah in the time of 
Isaiah, Isai. i. 23, 24. 

The Jews in the time of Jeremiah, 
Jer, vii. 9 — U. 15. 

The heads of the house of Jacob, and 
the princes of the house of Israel, as 
referred to by Micah, in a prophecy of 
their destruction by the Romans, literally 
fulfilled, the ground being then plowed 
up where the tem^.le had stood, Micah 
iii. 9-12*. 



See on Prov« 

XV 8 

Matt. vii. 12. 

Micah vi. 6 

—8. 

Ps. U. 16, 17. 

10. 



Prov. zxviii. 
24. 

Catechism : 
" Duty to- 
ward! my 
neighbour," 
"to keep my 
hands from 
picking and 
stealing," 
&c. 
Lukevi. 81. 



* Terentius Rufus, left by Titus to command the army, tore up with a plowshare 
the foundation of the Temple. Eusebius mentions that he saw it thus lying in ruins. 
'See Bp. Porteus. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. XXi. 8, 



Proverbs. 



lUustrations from Scripture* 



Keferences, ^c. 



Ch. xxi. 8. 
The way of man The perveraeness of the Babel builders, 
is froward and scarcely 100 years after the flood, them - 



strange ; 



selves the descendants of holy Noah, and 
so acting in his lifetime, Gen. xi. 

One remarkable illustration of this, 
that man by nature is alienated from 
God and goodness, is tlie little effect of 
the most astonishing miracles in per- 
suading men <o obey and love God, for 
instance : — 

The plagues of Egypt hardened Pha- 
raoh's heart, and he seems to have been 
more emboldened to sin by those mi- 
racles of mercy which removed the 
plagues, Exod. ix. 34, than by those of 
judgment which inflicted them, Ex. ix. 27. 

The miracles witnessed by the Israel- 
ites in the wilderness, during a period 
of 40 years, Ps. cvi. 7—22, and the testi- 
mony of Moses to their wickedness at the 
close of his ministry, Deut. ix. 7 ; xxxi. 

27. 

Elisha's many miracles produced no 
amendment on the character either of 
the people or their kings, and in less 
than 100 years, their iniquity was their 
ruin, and they were spared thus long 
only through God's compassion and re- 
spect to his covenant with A braham, 2 
Kings xiii. 23. 

The miracles of our Lord in less than 
three years were more in number than 
those which had been wrought by all 
before him in 4000 years ; but he was 
rejected, despised, murdered by the peo- 
ple among whom he wrought them. 
Among the most astonishing of his 
miracles, was the raising of Lazarus ; 
but the effect on the chief priests was, 
that they consulted how they mi^ht put 
Lazarus also to death, John xii. 10. 

Jehu, his heart not being right with 
God, his conduct was marked by gross 
inconsistency : thus, though destroying 
the worship of Baal, he maintained the 
two calves of Dan and Bethel. Observe, 
also, his deceit in destroying the pro- 
phete of Baal, 2 Kings x. 18—29. forget- 
ful that *' we must never do any thing 
for religion which is against religion." — 
Tilhlson, 



Gen. vi. S. 
Job XV. 14 — 
16. 

Eccles. vii. 
29 : ix. 3. 
£ph. ii. 2, 3. 
Tit. iU, 3. 
Article ix. 
Of original 
or birth sin. 
General Con- 
fession. 



LukexvLSI. 



to xxi. 13.] 
Protferbs, 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
llhutrafions from Scripture, 
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Rrferences, Sfc. 



The multitude ; their hosannahs not 
arisingf from a heart under the influence 
of right principles, Matt. xxi. 8, 9» were 
in less than a week exchanged for the 
no less vehement cry of Crucify him, 
crucify him, Luke xxiii. 18 — 23. 

The Lycaoniaus' conduct to Paul, Acts 
xiv. 11. 18, 19. 

but as for the pure, Moses acting from pure motives and 
his work is right, principles, his conduct was consistent, 
(Explained p. 44.) jjgb. iii. 2, and presents a striking con- 
trast to the Israelites, whose profes- 
sions of obedience, Exod, xix. 8 ; xxiv. 
3. 7f were so soon followed by rebellion, 
and that even at the foot of Mount 
Sinai, Exod. xxxii. 

Daniel stood the scrutiny of his bit- 
terest enemies, Dan. vi. 4, and was, 
through along life (reaching to 90 years) 
an eminent example of holiness, Dan, 
xii. 13. 

Nebuchadnezzar's way, on the con- 
trary, was froward and strange. After 
a solemn declaration, that God was the 
God of gods, Dan, ii. 47, he set up an 
idol in the plain of Dura, threatening 
to destroy all who would not worship it 
The astonishing miracle which he saw 
in the flery furnace, Dan, iii. 25, though 
it produced a great impression on him 
at the time, offered no effectual check 
to his pride, though distinctly warned 
of its consequences, Dan. iv. 27* 30. 

Peter contrasted with Simon Magus, 
Jets viii. 13. 19—21. 



Luke vi. 43 — 
45. 

Acts XV. 9. 
Tit. ii. 14. 
1 Pet. i. 22, 
23. 

Collect for 
1st Sunday 
after Easter, 
and 19th 
Sunday after 
Trinity. 



Ch. xxi. 13. 
Whoso stoppeth 
his ears at the cry 
of the poor, he also 
shall cry himself, 
but shall not be 
heard. 



TheJews in thetimeofZechariah,ZecA. Deat.xv.7— 
vii. 9 — 14. .4nd in the time of Jeremiah, jam.ii. 13. 
/er.xxxiv. Ld — 22. The awful punishment Matt. xxv. 
threatened to Zedekiah, the princes, and t?""***. 
the people, who, under alarm from inva- * * 

sion, entered into solemn covenant to 
set their slaves free ; but, when the im- 
mediate danger was passed, brought 
them again under an oppressive sub- 
jection. Jer, xxxiv. 10, 1 1. 

Parable of the unmerciful servant. 
Matt, xviii. 30—34 

The rich man, Luke xvi. 19—21. 24, 
25 ; Prov, xxix. 7* 
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Proverbs. 

Ch. xxi. 16. 
The maD that 
wandereth out of 
the way of under- 
standing, shall re- 
main in the- con- 
gregation of the 
dead. 
(Explained p. 44.) 



ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BT [Ch. Xxi. 16, 
Ilhuirationt from Scripture. References, ^, 



xxi. 17. 

He that loveth 
pleasure shall be a 
poor man ; he that 
loveth wine and oil 
shall not be rich. 
(Explained p. 28.) 



Ahithophel's apostacy, Ps. Iv. 14, and 
self-destruction, 2 Sam, xvii. 23. 

Judas a preacher to others, jfcts i. 17 ; 
Matt. x. 4, 5; himself a castaway, ^c/f 
i. 26. 

Jehoram, wandering from the pre- 
cepts and example of his pious father 
Jehoshaphat, lived a wicked life, and 
came to a miserable end, 2 Chron. xxi. 

Jehoahdz, Jehoiakim, Zedekiah, the 
sons of pious Josiah, and the people 
generally, wandering from God after his 
death, destruction soon overtook them, 
Zeph. i. 6 ; Jer. xiv. 10, &c. ; xxii. 8, 9. 

The false teachers under the Gospel, 
and those who followed them, 2 Pet. ii. 
1—3. 17—21 ; Jude 12, 13; Phil. iii. 

17—19. 

Hymenieus and Alexander, who made 
shipwreck of faith, not by renouncing 
Christianity, but by maintaining such 
doctrines as overthrew the faith, 1 Tim. 
i. 20 ; 2 Tim. u. la 



Samson, Judg. xvi. 1 — 21 ; 

The careless daughters of Judah, 



Ps. CXXY. 5. 

Ezek. xTlil. 
20. 24. 

1 John ii. 19. 
1 Cor. XV. 33. 

See on Prov. 
xiii.20; 
Ps. cxix. 10; 
Exod. XX. 8. 
** Remem- 
ber," &c., as 
the first step 
towards 
apostacy ia 
generally 
Sabbath- 
breaking. 



Prov. xxi, 
20; xxiU.21; 



lovers of pleasure more than lovers of ?.V***" *** 

^ J - *^ •• ** 11 "Economy 

God, Isa. xxxu. 9—11. ig income." 



Babylon, /«a. xlvii. 8, 9 ; 

Nineveh notorious even in profane 
history*, for its careless merriment and 
licentious dissipation, was brought to 
ruin by it, Zeph. ii. 15. 

The prodigal son, Luke xv. 13 — 16 ; 

The rich man in the parable, loving 

{>leasure, and neglecting God, wanted at 
ast a drop of water to cool his tongue, 
Luke xvi. 24. 



Luke xxi 34. 
1 Tim. V. 6. 



xxi. 18. 
The wicked shall 
he a ransom for the 
righteous, and the 
transgressor for 
the upright. 



Achan for the Israelites, Josh. vii. 4, 
5. 10-26. Poole. 

The Lord ransomed his church by 
desolating Egypt, Exod. xii. 29, &c. ; Isa. 
xliii. 3, 4, and slew Sennacherib's army 
to ransom Hezekiah and Jerusalem, 
2 Kings xix. 34, 36. Scott. 



See on Prov. 
xi. 8. 

The follow- 
ing refer- 
ences suggest 
a striking 
contrast. 
Isa. liii. 4, 5. 
2 Cor. V. 21. 
1 Pet. iii. 18. 



* " Better than merry Nineveh," is recorded by Diodorus Siculus, as a common 
proverbial comparison. Bishop Gray. 



to xxi. 28.] 

Proverbs, 

Cb. xxi. 21. 

He that follow- 
eth after righte- 
ouness and mercy, 
findeth life,righte- 
ousnesSy and ho- 
nour. 



SiCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
Illustrations from Scripture. 
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ReferenceSf S^c» 



Abraham followed after righteousness, 
Gen. xii. 4 ; xxii. 3. 10; and mercy, Gen. 
xiv. 14; xviii. 23 — 32; and found life, 
Gen. XXV. 7, 8; righteousness, Gen. xv. 
6 ; Rom. iv.3, and honour. Gen. xxii. 17, 
18, being distinguished as the friend of 
God, 2 Chron. xx. 7 ; Isa. xli. 8 ; Jam. ii. 
23, and father of all those that believe, 
Rom. iv. 11. His descendants in the time 
of Paul followed after righteousness, and 
found it not, because they sought it not 
by faith, Rom. ix. 31, 32. 



Hosea vi. S. 
Matt. V. 6. 
2 Pet. i. 5— 
11. 

Heb. xii. 14. 
Collect for 
14th Sunday 
after Trinity. 



xxi. 22. 
A. wise man 
scaleth the city of 
the mighty, and 
casteth down the 
strength of the 
confidence thereof. 



See on Prov. 

xxiv. 5. 

Eccles. vil. 

19; ix. 14— 

18. 

Job xxviii. 

28. 



Joshua's stratagem against Ai, Josh, 
viii.4 — 8. He showed also his wisdom in 
taking Jericho by his faith and obedi- 
ence, in following God's directions, Josh. 
vi. 3, &c. ; Heb. xi. 30. 

The woman, at whose suggestion Abel 
was saved and Sheba's rebellion crushed, 
2 Sam. XX. 18—22. 

The means by which Paul overthrew zcch. iv. 6. 
heathenism at Corinth, 1 Cor. ii. 1 — 7 ; 
2 Cor. X. 4, 5. 



xxi. 27* 

The sacrifice of 
the wicked is abo- 
mination, how 
much more when 
he bringeth it with 
a wicked mind. 



See on Prov. 
XV. 8. 29 ; 
xxviii. 9. 
Ps. iv. 4, 5. 



xxi. 28. 
A false witness 
shall perish ; 



Absalom's vow to God, a cloke for his 
rebellion against his father, 2 Sam. xv. 
7—13. 

Jeroboam's worship, 1 Kings xii. 26 — 
33 ; xiii. 1—3. 34 

Jezebel's fast, in order to murder 
Naboth, 1 Kings xxi. 9. 12. 

The Pharisees' prayers, that they 
might the more efiectually gratify their 
covetousness. Matt, xxiii. 14. 



Pashur the priest, the chief governor See on Prov. 
of the house of the Lord, who prophesied xhe^ N Jth ^' 
in opposition to Jeremiah, not that Command- 
whicii he had heard from God, but that ment. 
which he had devised in his own heart, J*** ^^^- 29. 
jrer.xx.4— 6. ;®^- 

Hananiah the son of Azur, Jer. xxviii. 
1—4. 10—17. 

The false prophets Ahab and Zede- 
kiah ; the king of Babylon roasting them 
in the fire, Jer. xxix. 21, &c. 

Shemaiah, who brought destruction on 
his family as well as on himself, Jer. 
xxix. 31, 32. 

Amaziah the chief priest or president 



142 



ILLUSTRATIOKS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. Xxi. 29, 



Proverbs. 



but the man that 
hearcth speaketh 
constantly. 



Ch. xxi. 29. 

A wicked man har- 
deneth his face ; 



IlUutratwna from Scripture. 



ReferenceSf^c. 



over the idolatrous worship at Bethel, in 
the time of Jeroboam the Second, and 
the accuser of the prophet Amos, Amos 
vii. 10—17. 

The undeviating, consistent, and un* Eph.iy. 25. 
daunted testimony of the Apostles to the 
resurrection of our Lord ; because they 
spoke not of their own invention, and 
from worldly motives, but thai which 
they had seen and heard, though in so 
doing they sacrificed every worldly hope. 
Peter, immediately after the resurrection, 
Acts ii. 24 ; iii. 15, and thirty years after, 
1 Pet. i. 3, though knowing that such 
testimony would bring him to an ago- 
nizing death, John xxi. 18, 19. John, in 
his gospel, John xx. xxi. ; and in his first 
epistle, 1 John i. 1, and in the Book of 
the Revelation, chap. i. 11. Paul, to the 
Corinthians, 1 Cor. xv. 5—8 ; and just 
before his martyrdom to Timothy, 2Tim. 
i. 10—13; ii.a 



Cain, notwithstanding God's gracious 
expostulation with him, Gen. iv. 6, 7* 

The Israelites in the wilderness, when 
in want of water. Numb. xx. 3 ; their lan- 
guage was more rebellious, and sin 
greater, than that of their parents under 
the same circumstances, Exod. xvii. 3 ; 
because they had had so many more 
warnings. 

The Egyptians, as alluded to by the 
Philistines, 1 Sam. vi. 6. 

Jeroboam the son of Nebat, though so 
solemnly warned by what had happened 
to himself and to the prophet of Judah, 
I Kings xiii. 4. 24. 33. 

Ahaziah's (king of Israel) hardened 
impenitence, even on his death -bed, 2 
Kings i. 4, &c. 

Zedekiah, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 12, 13. 

Jehoiakim, Jer. xxxvi. 23. 

The Jews, in the time of Jeremiah, 
Jer. ▼. 2, 3; viii. 12; xliv. 16, 17; and 
at Ephesus, in the time of Paul, Acts 
xix. 9. 

Judas, notwithstanding the peculiarly 
solemn and pointed warnings our Lord 
gave him, and his own deep conviction 
of our Lord's innocence, persisted in be- 
traying bim, Matt. xzvi. 23^25. 47—- 49. 



See on Prov. 
zxvii. 22. 
Eccles. viii 
II. 

Litany : 
"From bald- 
ness of 
heart," ftc. 
Prov.xxix.I. 



toxxi 31.] 

Proverbt, 

but as for the up- 
right, he directeth 
his way. 



Cb. xxi. 30. 
There is no wis- 
dom, nor under- 
8tanding,nor coun- 
sel, against the 
Lord. 
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Jlluitrationsjrom Scripture. References, 8fc. 

Contrast Pharaoh and David. Pharaoh See on Prov. 
was hardened by God's mercy, E^od. ix. i^^{^^'^ 
34. David was rendered more penitent collect, for ' 
by it. He penned the li. Psalm after 19tli Sunday 
Nathan had said, "The Lord hath put after Trinity, 
away thy sin, thou shah not die." 

The Psalmist, Ps, cxix. 59. 

Hezekiah, rendered not again accord- 
ing to the benefit done unto him, but he 
soon humbled himself for the pride of bis 
heart, 2 Chron. xxxii. 24>-26. 

Nicodemus and Joseph of Arimathea 
were enabled, through grace, to over- 
come their fear of man, John xix. 38, 39. 

Peter, after his fall, hastened to re- 
turn, Luke xxii. 61 , 62, and so did all 
the other Apostles except Judas. 

Paul, his constant self-examination 
and watchfulness over himself^ Acta xxiv. 
16 ; 1 Cw, ix. 27. 



See Prov. 
xix. 21. 
Ps.cxliii. 9. 



xxi. 31. 
The horse is pre- 
pared against the 
day of battle ; but 
safety is of the 
Lord. 
(Explained p. 33.) 



The Babel builders. Gen, xi. 4 — 8. 

Pharaoh, whose crafty device to de- 
stroy the Israelites issued in their 
greater increase, Actt vii. 19 ; Exod, i. 
20. 

Sennacherib, 2 Xin^« xix. 20^28. 

The attempts of Sanballat, &c. against 
Nehemiah, Neh. iv. 15. 

The very formidable attack of Rezin, 
king of Syria, and Pekah, king of Israel, 
against Ahaz, ha, vii. 7> 

The utter extinction, threatened by 
Athaliah, of the royal family of David, 2 
KingM xi. 2, from whom the Messiah was 
to come, 2 Sam. vii. 16 ; Luke i. 69. 

Jonah's attempt to flee from the Lord 
seemed at first to succeed. He found a 
ship ready to take him, but the event 
proved his folly, Jonah i. 3. 13 — 15. 

Herod the great, his counsel to de- 
stroy our Lord, Matt, ii, and his grand- 
son's intention to murder Peter, Act* 
xii. 3-6. 



Sisera had prepared nine hundred Ps.xxxiii. 

chariots of iron, Barak had neither cha- 17* 18> 

riots nor horses, and tnisting in God's It ^J^* *• 

promise declared to him by Deborah, j^r. ix. 2S 

boldly marched down into the plain S4. 
where the iron chariots could be used 
to the greatest advantage, but Barak 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. XXil. 3, 



Proverbs, 



Ch. xxii. 3. 
A prudent man 
foreseeth the evil, 
and hideth him- 
self; but the simple 
pass on, and are 
punished. 



xxii. 5. 
Thorns and snares 
are in the way of 
the froward ; he 
that doth keep his 
soul shall be far 
from them. 



xxii. 7* 
The borrower is 
servant to the 
lender. 



xxii. 8. 
He that soweth 
iniquity shall reap 
vanity; 



Illustrations from Scripture, References, SfC, 

conquered, and Sisera perished, Judges 
iv. ; Heb. xi. 32. 

The determination of Israel not to 
rid^ on horses, that is, to trust in them 
as their defence, Hosea xiv. 3. 

Noah, Heb. xi. ?• 

Servants of Pharaoh, Exod, ix. 20, 21. Sec on Prov. 

Paul's solemn preparation for the day pJJy'jJi^' \q- 
of judgment, 2 Cor, v. 9, 10, fleeing for xxvii. 12. 
refuge to the hope set before him in the 1 Thess. v. 
gospel, Heb, vi. 18. Also his prudence |"^; mi 
in using means for 'the preservation of 7_i4. 
his life. Acts xxiii. 17> &c. ; contrasted 
with Gedaliah's incredulity, Jer, xl. 13 
—16; xli.1,2. 

The thoughtless young man alluded 
to by Solomon, Eccles, xi. 9. 

The evils brought upon the Israelites See on Prov. 
by their disobedience in making league xiii. 15 ; xv. 
with the Canaanites, as recorded in the ^\ ^ ,. 
Book of Judges, Judg. ii. 2, 3 ; Josh, t?ov. iv. 2*3. 
xxiii. 12, 13; contrasted with their suc- 
cess when, under Joshua, they kept far 
from such intercourse, Josh, xxi 43~- 
45 ; xxiv. 31. 



and the rod of his 
anger shall fail. 



So the widow of the prophet found it, 
2 Kings iv. 1. 

The Jews in the time of Nehemiah, 
who had mortgaged their land, Neh. v. 
3—6. 

Rebekah, doing evil that good might 
come, destroyed all her domestic hap- 
piness, Gen, xxvii. 6 — 17. 41 — 46. 

The Israelites : the disappointment 
attending their dependence on idols, 
Hosea viii. 7* 

Balak's attempt to curse Israel, by 
bribing Balaam, Numb. xxiv. 10. 

Solomon, the adversaries God raised 
up to punish him for his sin, 1 Kings xi. 
14. 23, and especially Jeroboam, 1 Kings 
xi. 31, whom he in vain endeavoured to 
kill, 1 Kings xi. 40. 

Ahaziah, king of Israel, consulting 
Baalzebub, the god of Ekron, in his sick- 
ness, and its consequences to himself; 
»nd also the failure of his attenlpt to 



Rom. xiil. 8. 
" Some sell 
their liberty 
to gratify 
their lux- 
ury." 
M. Henry. 

Job iv. 8. 
Hosea viii. 7; 
X. 12. 
Gal.vi. 7, 8. 



*' Abuaed 
power will 
not last." 



to xxii. 12.] 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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Proverbs* 



lUuttratUmtfrom Scripture. References, ^e. 

murder Elijah for reproving him, 2 
Kings i. 

Froud Sennacherib's attempt to de- 
stroy Jerusalem, 2 Chron, xxxii. 21 ; Isa, 
XXX. 31. 



Ch. xxii. 10. 

Cast out the 
scomer, and con- 
tention shall go 
out ; yea, strife and 
repr^Mch shall 
cease. 

xxiL 11. 
He that loveth 
pureness of heart, 
for the grace of his 
lips the king shall 
be his friend. 
(Eiqplained p. 15.) 



xxii. 12. 
The eyes of the 
Lord presenre. 
knowledge, 



and he overthrow- 
eth the words of 
the transgressor. 



Ishmael, whose mocking of Isaac, Gen. 
xxi. 9 — 12, arose from contempt of 
God's promises and mockery of true re- 
ligion, Gal, iv. 29. 



Joseph, Gen, xli. 39 — 45. 

Obadiah, who feared the Lord from 
his youth, 1 Kings xviii. 12, obtained the 
confidence even of Ahab, 1 Kings xviii. 
3. 

Elisha was visited on his death-bed by 
Joash, king of Israel, who felt that 
Elisha, by his example, counsels, and 
prayers, had been the chief defence of 
his throne and kingdom, 2 Kings xiiL 14. 

Ezra, a man of deep humility, Ezra 
ix. 10—15, and fervent zeal for God's 
honour, Ezra vii. 10 ; viii. 21 — 23 ; was 
highly honoured by Artaxerxes, Ezra 
vii. 6. 

Nehemiah, Nelu ii. 4 — 6. 

Daniel: the high esteem in which, 
thoujgh a captive, he was held by the 
Babylonian kings, Nebuchadnezzar, Dan, 
i. 19, and Belshazzar, Dan, v. 29, and 
by the Persian kings, Darius, &c., Dan, 
vi. 3, who overthrew the Babylonian 
empire. 

This may be illustrated by the wonder- 
ful providence of God in preserving a 
knowledge of Himself in the world by 
raising up, instructing, and protecting 
faithful men, as Enoch, Noah, Abraham, 
&c., and especially by the preservation of 
the Scriptures unaltered, though through 
successive generations it has been the 
evident interest of vast numbers to cor- 
rupt them to support their heresies. 
Scott, 

Ahithophel, 2 Sam, xvii. 14. 
The prophetess Noadiah, Neh. vi. 1 
—16, and other opposers of Nehemiah. 

a 



Prov. xxvi. 

21. 

Matt, xviii. 

17. 

Ps.i. 1; 

cxix. 115. 



Matt. y. 8. 
Showing the 
high yaJue 
which the 
King of 
kings sets 
on pureness 
of heart. 
Two last ver- 
sicles in the 
Morning 
Prayer,be- 
fore the Col- 
lect for the 
day. 

Coileetfor 
Sixth Sun- 
day after thtt 
Epiphany. 



1 Pet. 1. 24, 
25. 

Matt. xxiy. 
S5. 

2 Chron. xvi. 
9. 

Prov. U. 7,8. 



1 Cor. ill. 19. 
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Proverbs, lUustrationt from Scripture, Refereneett 4*^. 

Tatnai, Shetharbozna, and other op- 
posers of Zerubbabel and Jeshua, Ezra 
V. vi. 

The council of the Sanhedrim to slay 
the apostles, defeated through one of 
their own body, Jets v. 34, &c. 

TertuUus flattered Felix, Acts xxiv. 2, 
3 ; Paul rebuked him, Acts xxiv. 25 ; but 
Felix, though a very bad man, was not 
persuaded by Tertullus to destroy Paul, 
Acts xxiv. 27f God having determined 
that Paul should bear witness of him at 
Rome, Acts xxiii. 11 ; Prw, xii. 6*. 



I 3. PART III. 

CHAPTER XXII. 17.— XXIV. 



Prwerhs, 

Ch. xxii. 29. 
Seest thou a man 
diligent in his bu- 
siness? he shall 
stand before kings ; 
he shall not stand 
before mean men. 
(Explained p. 16.) 

zxiiL 2. 
Put a knife to 
thy throat if thou 
be a man given to 
appetite. 
(Explained p. 45.) 



Illustrations from Scripture. 



Practical 

Remark* and 

Refererteet. 



Abraham's servant, who, as appears Prov. x.4: 

from Gen. xxi v.l2. 66, was eminendy dis- 3i!«i*2| 

tinguished for his fidelity and diligence, john xii'. 26. 

ruled Over all that he had, Geru xxiv. 2, Rev.iii. 21. 
though very rich. Gen. xiii. 2 ; xxiii. 6. 

Jeroboam, 1 Kings xi. 28. 



Isaac's appetite seems to have been a 
snare to him. Gen, xxv. 28 ; xxvii. 4. 

Esau was too intent on the present 
gratification of his appetite, without re- 
gard to consequences ; he was taken with 
the red colour of the pottage, and hence 
was branded with the name of Edom, as 
an abiding memorial of his sin and folly, 
Gen, xxv. 30 ; Heh. xii. 16. 

Paul speaks of those whose end is 
destruction, whose God is their belly, 
PhU, iii. 18, 19. 



Prov. xxiii 
SI, S2. 
Matt. xviiL 
8,9. 

1 Cor. ix. 27. 
Eph. ▼. )8. 
1 John ii. 
15, 16. 
"The grati- 
fying aensiiAl 
appetites 
ruin thou- 
sands of 
souls. If we 
use ourselves 



* The attempts of infidels to destroy Christianity have been overthrown. Thus Vol- 
taire ridiculed the Idea of the possibility of the Holy Land having been <moe so fertile 
as described in the Bible ; but volney, another infidel, has, in his Travels, accumulated 
Ikcts, which, in a most remarkable manner, confute Yoltidre, and confirm the declaia> 
tioBs of Scripture. Urns does God take the wise in their own craftiness. 



to xxiii. 22.] scripture examples. 

lUustratkmtfrom Scripture. 



Proverbs, 
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Referenceif Sfc. 



Ch. xxiii. 4. 
Labour not to be 
rich ; cease from 
thine own wisdom. 



Daniel and bis friends are an instance to self-denial, 
of well-regulated appetites, Dan. i. 8- S?Jt'^?*JSJ 
16. {See p. 61.) 



• •• 

ZXUl. 



9. 



Speak not in the 
ears of a fool ; for 
he will despise the 
vnadom of thy 
words. 

xziiL 22. 
Hearken unto thy 
father that begat 
thee, and despise 
not thy mother 
when she is old. 



Lot was too anxious to be rich, and in 
his own way, rather than in dependence 
on God's blessing, Gen, xiii. 10. 13. 

The rich fool iu the parable seems to 
have been absorbed in the one object of 
accumulating property, and, regardless 
of God's providence, to have depended 
on his own wisdom to secure and enjoy 
it, Luke xii. 17. 

Abraham, Gen. xiii. 2, and David, 1 
Ckron. xxix. 28, were very rich, but it 
was not for this they lived and laboured, 
but to honour God, depending on his 
blessing and guidance. Gen. xiv. 22, 23 ; 
1 Chron, xviii. 11 ; xxix. 4. 14 

Jeremiah's advice to Baruch, Jer. xlv. 
6. 

The prophet forbearing to warn Ama- 
ziah, 2 Chron. xxv. 16. 

Paul and Barnabas turning from the 
Jews, Acts xiii. 46. 

Paul at Corinth, Jcte xviii. 6. 

Paul at Rome, Acts xxviii. 25 — 28. 

Isaac's submission to his father on 
Mount Moriah, suffering himself to be 
bound ou the altar, though probably more 
than twenty years old, Gen. xxii. 9. 

Jacob's obedience to Isaac in not mar- 
rying into an ungodly family. Gen. 
xxviii. 1. 

Joseph, in obedience to his father, 
visited his brothers, though evil-disposed 
towards him. Gen. xxxvii. 4. 13, 14 ; also 
showed great respect for his aged father 
when he became dependent upon him, 
Gen. xlvi. 29. 

Ruth's obedience to her mother-in-law 
Naomi, loving, honouring, and succour- 
ing her, Ruth ii. 22, 23, and Boaz' kind- 
ness to aged Naomi after his marriage 
with Ruth, iv. 14, 15. See Poole. 

Solomon's marked respect to his wi- 
dowed mother Bathsheba, though a 
sense of duty obliged him to deny her 
request, 1 Kinge ii. 19. 

o 2 



temptations." 

See on Prov. 
xxviii. 20. 
Isa. Iv. 2. 
John vi. 27. 
1 Tim. vi. 9, 
10. 

Luke xii. 15. 
" It is a wise 
course to be 
jealous of our 
gain, and 
more to fear, 
than to de- 
sire, abun- 
dance." — 
" It is no 
easy thing 
to carry a 
ftill cup with 
an even 
hand." A^ 
Le^hton. 
Matt. vi. 3S. 

See on ProT. 
ix. 8. 
Eccles. iii. 7. 



See on Prov. 
i.8. . 

Prov. vi. 20; 
XXX. 17. 
Levit. xix. . 
Eph.vi.l— 3. 
2 Tim.iii.1-5. 
" Perilous 
times shall 
come," &c. 
'Men shall 
be disobe- 
dient to pa- 
rents," &c. 
This shows 
in how awAil 
a light this 
sin is viewed 
in Scripture. 
"Myson,help 
thy father in 
his age, and 
grieve him 
not as long as 
heliveth; 
and if his 
understand- 
ing fail, have 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. Xxiii. 23, 



ReferewieSt Sje^ 
and patience with 



The wise men, Matt, ii. By their long 
journey to Jerusalem, their boldness and 
perseverance under thef discouragement 



him, and des- 
pise him not 
when thou 
art in ftiU 
strength." 
Ecdtu. ilL 
12, IS. 

Prov.il. 1—6. 
iv. 13 ; xxiii. 
12. 
Liikexm.24. 



Proverbs. lUustroHoM from Scripture, 

The Rechabites* (Jaazaniah, 
others,) strict regard to their father 
Jonadab's command, Jer. xxxv. 6. 
Our Blessed Lord affords a beautiful 
* instance of filial piety, Luke ii. 61 ; John 
xix. 26, 27. 
Ch. xxiii. 23. 
Buy the truth, 
sell it not; also 
wisdom, and in- _ 

struction, and un- t^ey met with there, by the costliness of Rev. iii. 11. 
derstanding. their gifts, by their joy at finding the ^uiL S."* 

Saviour, though in such poverty, they 
showed the earnestness of their desire to 
buy the truth. Si^^^Last 

Peter, James, and John, sacrificed p^titfon 

every thing to attain a saving knowledge "granting us 
of Christ, Luke v. 1 1. 

Paul, PhiL iii. 7--9; Jets xx. 24. 
Parable of the hidden treasure, Matt. 
xiii. 44 ; and of the pearl of great price, 
Matt, xiii. 46, 46. - 

Judas sold the truth, John xiv. 6, for JrJpVr riches 
money. Matt, xxvi. 16. andfUmiture 

Herod, for sensuality, Mark vi. 17» 
18. 

Pilate, for popularity, Mark xv. 16. 
Demas, tor the love of this present 
world, 2 Tim, iv. 10. 

Simon Magus's professed desire after 
truth arose from his wish to make a 
mercenary use of it. Acts viii. 18, 19. 

Many, like the rich young man, Mark 
X. 22, and Agrippa, Acts xxvi. 28, 
though showing some disposition to em- 
brace it, will not give the price necessary 
to attain it. 

The Apostles, having bought the truth, 
would not at any price sell it, John vi. 
66—69; Acts viii. 18—20. 



in this world 
knowledge 
of thy truth," 
ftc. 

"Truth is 
the proper 



of the mind ; 
and aooord- 
ing as his 
stock of this 
is, so is the 
dj^renoe 
and value of 
one man 
above an- 
other.**— 
Locke, 



xxiii. 24. 
The father 



of 



Abraham in Isaac, Gen. xxi. 3, as the 
the righteous shall child of promise with whom God esta- 
greatly rejoice ; blished an everlasting covenant, Gen, 
and he that beget- xvii. 19. 

teth a wise child, Zacharias' joy in John the Baptist, 
shidl have joy of Luke i. 14. 



See on Pror. 
X. 1. 

Prov.xv. 20; 
xxiii. 15, 16. 
xxvli. 11; 
xxviii.r; 
xxix. S. 



him. 



Paul, as the spiritual father of Timo- 
thy, 2' Tim. i. 2 — 6; and of Onesimus, 
PhUem. 10, 11. See also PhU. iv. 1. 

The apostle John's joy, 3 John 3, 4. 



to xxiv. 9,] 

Prooerbi. 

Ch. xxiv. 5. 
A wise man is 
strong ; yea, a man 
of knowledge in- 
creaseth streng^th. 
(Explained p. 45.) 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
lUustratUmtfrom Scripture. 
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References, S^e. 



Jotham became mighty from his re- ?f^'^o^** 

gard to God, 2 Chron, xxviL 6, which is S. 2I 

the principal part of wisdom, Job xxviii. Ps. Ixxxiy. 7. 

28. I8a.xl.81. 

Hence David's victory over Goliath, jj^™; 5" J; 
being strong in faith, 1 Sam, xvii. 45. • • » • 

Stephen's strength in argument arose 
from his being filled with the Holy 
Ghost, Aeti vi. 10. 

Apollos increased his strength by the 
increase of his knowledge, Acts xviii. 26 
—28. (See p. 51.) 

The moral power which Paul, though 
a prisoner, obtained over the ship's crew, 
from the wisdom of his advice and the 
piety of his conduct, Acts xxvii. 

The strength of the Apostles, in over- 
throwing idolatry, arose from their being 
instructed in the knowledge of Christ 
crucified, which is the power of God, and 
the wisdom of God, 1 Cor. i. 23, 24 ; and 
they so much increased in strengrth, that 
within forty years after the ascension 
of our Lord there were multitudes of 
Christians througllout the Roman 
empire, CoL i. 6. 

Solomon's wisdom (like Samson's 
strength, Judg. xvi. 18 — 20) failed him, 
and his power cUminished, when he for- 
sook God, 1 Kings xi ; Neh. xiii 26. 



xxiv. 9. 
The thought of 
foolishness is sin ; 



Job ; it was under the solemn impres- 
sion of the truth implied in this proverb, 
that he showed such anxiety to intercede 
with God for his children. Job i. 5. 

God, by the prophet Jeremiah, charges 
Jerusalem with the guilt of vain thoughts, 
Jer. iv. 14. 

The Scribes, indulging evil thoughts, 
though they did not give utterance to 
them, are charged by our Lord with sin. 
Matt. ix. 3, 4. 



and the scomer The children of Bethel, who brought 
is an abomination upon themselves the curse of Elisha, and 
to men. who by their mockery of so eminent a 

prophet, and that so soon after the trans- 
lation of Elijah, showed their scornful 
contempt of things sacred, 2 Kings iL 
23,24. 

o3 



£ccle8. xii. 
14. 

PB.cxix.llS. 
2 Cor. X. a. 
Collect for 
6th Sunday 
after Easter. 
Ps. cxxxix. 
23, 24. 



Ps.l. 

" Those 
that strive to 
make others 
odious, make 
themselves 

10."— 

Mm Htnry 
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Proverbs, lUuttrnHonsfiram Scripture, References, 4«- 

Eliakim and others were shocked at 
Rabshakeh, 2 Kings xviii. 37* 

Hainan's scornful contempt of Mor- 
decai and the Jews. Etth, iii. 6, and the 
abhorrence in which he is still held by 
them. (See p. 102.) 

Jehoiakim's scornful contempt of God's l Sam. ii. SO. 
word, Jer. xxxvi. 23, who was the son of J^JjJJJ^^^ 
so pious a father, and whom Jeremiah ghjwbe 
holds up to our abhorrence. Observe lightly es- 
his ignominious death, Jer, xxii. 19. teemed. 



Ch. xxiv. 10. 

If thou faint in 
the day of adver- 
sity, thy strength 
is small. 



Heb. xii. 
Suggesting 
motives 
against 
fainting in 
the day of 
adversity. 
See on Prov. 
iii. 11. 



xxiv. 11, 12. 

If thou forbear to 
deliver them that 
are drawn unto 
death, and those 
that are ready to be 
slain ; if thou sayest. 
Behold, we knew it 
not; doth not he 
that pondereth the 
heart consider it? 
and he that keep- 
eth thy soul, doth 
not he know it? 
and shall not he 
render to every 
man according to 
his works ? 
(Explained p. 29.) 



xxiv. 15, 16. 

Lay not wait, 
O wicked man 



The Israelites at Marah, Exod. xv. 23, 
24 ; so soon after their wonderful deli- 
verance at the Red Sea, and again in 
the wilderness of Sin, Exod, xvi. 2, and at 
Kephidim, Exod, xvii. 3. 

Elijah, the day after displaying such 
strength of faith, fled to Beersheba, 
through fear of Jezebel, 1 Kings xix. 
3, 4 (See Bp, HaWs Contemp, bk. xviiL) 

Jonah, at the loss of his gourd, Jon, 
iv. a 

The Apostles in the storm. Matt. viii. 
26, contrasted with the Syro-Phenician 
wpman. Matt. xv. 28. 

All the disciples at Rome, contrasted 
with Paul, 2 Tim. iv. 16, 17* 



Doeg's wicked compliance with Saul's Exek.xxxiiL 
fiiry, in slaying the innocent priests, pg**i--^« 
1 Sam, xxii. 18, contrasted with Jona- 3^ 4, 
than's opposition to his father's attempt Heh. ziii. 3. 
to murder David, 1 iSiam. xix. 4. James v. 19, 

Pilate forbearing to deliver our Lord J j^iin uj, 
from the envy of the Jews, though he I6, 17. 
avowed his innocence, Luke xxiii. 22— 
24. 

Obadiah fed the prophets whom Jeze- 
bel designed to have killed, 1 Kings 
xviii. 4. 

Abraham immediately went to the 
rescue of Lot, Gen. xiv. 14. 

Paul's intense anxiety for the salvation 
of his fellow-creatures,. Acts xvii. 16, 
even of the Jews, Rom, ix. 3, while bit- 
terly persecuting him. 

Parable of the good Samaritan, Luke 
X. 31, 32. 

< 

Saul's attack on David's house, 1 Sam, f I*«t.U. 0. 
xix. 11 (in reference to which see the ftj^, 'after 



to XXiv. 20.3 SCRIFTORE EXAMPLES* 
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Prooerbs* 

against the dwell- 
ing of the righte- 
ous, spoil not his 
resting-place; for 
a just man £alleth 
seven times and 
riseth up again, 
hutthewicked shall 
fall into mischief. 

Ch. zxiy. 17* 
Rejoice notwhen 
thine enemy fall- 
eth, and let not 
thinebeart be glad 
when he stum- 
bleth : 



lUuttrations from Scripture, Brferjencft, i^e. 

title of the fifty-ninth Psalm) ; 1 Sam. the Lord's 
xxxi.4; 2Sam.y.\% SSi-^ 

The men of Anathoth conspired «o6od,mer- 
against Jeremiah, but were themselves ciful Father, 
destroyed, Jer, xi. 18—23, fvCs^^&c* 

Our Lord declared to Saul, that in ^hic'h, &c. 
persecuting his people, he persecuted manworketh 
him, Acts ix. 4 ; but his sheep shall agwnst us, 
never perish, John x. 38. VJS^X" 

Rom. viii. 
35—39. 



xxiv. 18. 
Lest the Lord 
see it, and it dis- 
please him, and he 
turn away his wrath 
from him. 



xxiv. 19. 
Fret not thyself 
because of evil 
men, neither be 
thou envious at the 
wicked; 

xxiv* 20. 

For there shall be 
no reward to the 
evil man ; the can- 
dle of the wicked 
shall be put out 



Tyre, Ezek. xxvi. 2—6. 

Ammon, Ezek, xxv. 6, rejoiced ; hut, 
on the contrary, Isaiah deeply commi- 
serated the heathen, his enemies, whose 
desolations he was commissioned to 
announce, Isa. xv. 5 ; xvi. 9 — 11. 

David's lamentation over Saul, 2 Sam, 
ill, 12. See also Ps, xxxv. 13, 14. 

Jeremiah, though so severely perse- 
cuted by his countrymen, Jer, ix. 1. 

Our blessed Lord weeping over Jeru- 
salem, Luke xix. 41-^4. 

The descendants of Esau were made 
desolate because they rejoiced at the 
calamity of the descendants of his twin- 
brother Jacoby and God turat^d away his 
wrath irom Jerusalem, Ez£k. xxxv. 15 ; 
xxxvL 1—16 ; Obad. 12—21. 



The Psalmist, Ps, Ixxiii. 3—19. 
Jeremiah, Jer, xii. 1, 2. 



Ahab obtained Naboth's vineyard, 1 
Kings xxi. 16; left Seventy sons, 2 Kings 
z. 1. Athaliah's treason seemed for six 
years to succeed, 2 Kings xi. 3. Saul 
was raised irom a very humble station 
to a throne, 1 Sam, ix. ; and reigned 
forty years; but their candle was put 
out, 2 Kings xi. 16 ; 1 Ckron. x. On a 
review of their whole history, even in 
this life, there is no cause for envying 
them, how much less in view of eternity ! 
Luke xvi. 22,23; Matt, xvi. 26. 

O 4 



See on Prov. 
XX. 22; xxY. 
21. 

Prov. xxiv. 
29. 

Matt. y. 
43—48. 
Rum. ▼. 8. 
comp. with 
Eph.v. 1,2. 
Remember 
thy end, and 
let enmity 
cease. 
Ecclus. 
xxviii. 6. 

" He that is 
not concern- 
ed that his 
brother 
should not 
perish, is in 
great danger 
of perishing 
himself."- 
JBp. Wilson, 

Ps. xxxvii. 
1—11. 

ITim.vl. 6. 
Lam. iii. 24 
—26. 

ProT. iii. 31, 
32; xxiii. 
17; xxiv. 
1—4. 

Ps.ix. 17; 
xi. 6; 
cxxxix. 24. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. Xxiv. 21, 



Proverbs, Illustrations from Scripture, R^erences, 8fc, 

Haman, in whose destruction bis sons 

were involved, Esth, ix. 25. 
Ch. xxiv. 21. 

My son, fear Gideon, though oflfered a crown, would 
thou the Lord and not suffer any attempt to be made to 
the king; alter the government God had appoint- 

ed, Judges viii. 22, 23. 

David's respect for the Lord's anoint- 
ed, 1 Sam, xxiv. 6. 

Our Lord's direction to the Sadducees, 
Matt, xxii. 2L 



Communion 
Service : 
First Collect 
for the 
Queen. 



and meddle not 
with them that are 
given to change. 



Rom. xiii. 7. 
Tit. iU. 1. 
lPet.U. 17. 



xxiv. 28. 
Be not a witness 
against thy neigh- 



The two hundred and fifty princes who 
joined Korah, Numh, xvi. 2. 32 ; Jude IL 

The Israelites, in rejecting Samuel, 
and who, in so doing, rejected God, 

1 Sam. viii. 7» impatient of the holy 
restraint of God's laws, and wishing to 
conform more to the manners and cus- 
toms of the idolatrous nations around 
them, 1 Sam. viii. 5. Dr. Graves, 

The consequences to Ahithophel, 2 
Sam. XV. 12 ; 2 Sam. xvii. 23 ; and others, 

2 Sam, xviii. 7) in joining Absalom ; and 
to Joab, 1 Kings i. 19 ; ii. 31, and Abi- 
athar, \ Kings ii. 26, in siding with Ado- 
nijah, who, though next in descent, was 
an usurper, because God had expressly 
appointed Solomon as David's suc- 
cessor, 1 Chron. xxviii. 5. 

The tendency of men to listen to 
demagogues, is remarkably seen in the 
numbers who so readily joined such 
worthless characters as Dathan, Numb. 
xvi. 41 ; Absalom, 2 Sam. xv.; andSheba, 
2 Sam. XX. 2 ; preferring them to such 
men as Moses and David. 

Again, the Israelites who had, as 
Bishop Hall remarks, thought a king- 
dom too small a recompense for Gideon 
and his sons, ere their deliverer is cold 
in his coffin make the murderer of his 
sons their king, Judg. ix. 

The unauthorized changes introduced 
by Jeroboam in the religious worship of 
the Israelites, 1 Kings xii. 28, &c. con- 
tinued more than 200 years, and ulti- 
mately proved the ruin of the ten tribes, 
2 Kings nvii. 21—2^ 

Doeg, though he stated only facts, yet 5?Ji***'iy 
deceived, because he did not state the j. * ^"^ * 



" He that 
goeth about 
to persuade 
a multitude 
that they are 
not BO well 
governed as 
they ought 
to be, shall 
never want 
attentive and 
&vourable ^ 
hearers."— 
Hooker. 
Exod. xxiil. 
2. 

2 Tim. i. 13. 
Jer. vi. 16. 



to xxv. 5.] 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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Prooo'ha, Jlhuiratiotu firam Scripture. Beferenees, S^c, 

bourwithoutcauae, whole truth, namely, how Ahimelech Ler. zix. 16. 



and deceive 
with thy lips. 



not had been imposed upon by David, 1 
Sam, xxii. 9, 10 ; 1 Sam. xxi. 2. There 
was not any good reason why he should 
have mentioned Ahimelech's conduct. 

The Pharisees, who brought the wo- 
man taken in adultery, John viii. 6. 



Ps. XV. 1. 8. 
Rev. xxi. 8. 



$ 4. PART IV. 



Pr<n>erh$. 

Ch. XXV. 2. 

It is the glory of 
God to conceal a 
thing. 



CHAPTER XXV.—XXIX. 

Illustrations from Scripture. 



XXV. 4, 5. 
Take away 



The fulfilment of Joseph's dreams, 
Gen. xxxvii. 5 ; xlii. 6. 9, &c., by which 
God enabled him to preserve the in- 
fant church from famine, Gen. xlv. 7» 
was brought about by the envy of his 
brethren. Acts vii. 9 ; by the base traffic 
of men-stealers, Gen. xxxvii. 28 ; by the 
false accusation of an abandoned woman, 
Gen, xxxix.; by his false imprisonment, 
Gen. xxxix. 20 ; and by the offences of 
Pharaoh's officers, Gen. xl. 1, &c. : but 
the connexion of these events in pro- 
ducing this result was at the time alto- 
gether concealed. 

The preservation of Moses, and his 
qualification for his future office, by the 
daughter of him who was seeking his 
life, Exod. ii. 

None of the agents in our Lord's cru- 
cifixion were in the least aware what 
object they were accomplishing ; but 
the malice of the devil, Luke xxii. 63 ; 
the treachery of Judas, Matt. xxvi. 14 — 
16. 47 — 49 ; the envy of the Jews, Matt. 
XX vii. 18; the injustice of Pilate, Luke 
xxiii. 4. 24, 25, brought about the salva- 
tion of the world, Heb. ii. 14 ; Rom. iii. 
25, 26, and the brightest display of the 
Divine attributes. " Glory to God in the 
highest." 



the 



David's advice to Solomon respecting 
dross from thesil- Joab, who, though greatly employed by 

o 5 



Practical 
Remarks and 
References. 

" Little can 
we at the be- 
ginning of 
any action, 
guess at 
Grod's inten- 
tion in the 
conclusion." 
— fip. Hall. 
Collect for 
8th Sunday 
after Trinity. 
Job xi. 7, 8. 
Prov. XXX. 4. 
Rom.xi. S8— 
36. 

Deut. xxix. 
29. 

" To be will- 
ing to conti- 
nue ignorant 
of what our 
great Master 
has thought 
fit to conce^, 
forms no in- 
considerable 
part of 
Christian 
learning. — 
The emana- 
tions of the 
sun are still 
glorious, 
though OMX 
eyesaresore." 
~-J. Taylor. 



Litany: 
Petitions for 
the Lords of 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Cll. XXT. 8, 



Proverbs, 

yer,and there shall 
come forth a ves- 
sel for the finer. 
Take away the 
wicked from be- 
fore the king, and 
his throne shall be 
established in 
righteousness. 



lUuttratums Jram Scripture, 



ReferenceStSfC. 



the Councfl, 
and also for 
Magistrates. 
The Commu- 
nion. Player 
for the 
Church Mili- 
tant,— "And 
grant unto 
her whole 
Council," &e. 



Cb. XXV. 8. 

Go not forth has-* 
tily to strive, lest 
thou know not what 
to do in the end 
thereof, when thy 
neighbour hathput 
thee to shame. . 



See on Frov. 
xlii.l6; 
xui; 3. 
Matt. y. 25. 
James ill. 
18—18. 



XXV. 9. 

Debate thy cause 
with thy neigh- 
bour himsel£ 



XXV. 12. 

As an ear-ring 
of gold, and an 
ornament of fine 
gold, so is a wise 
reprover upon an 
obedient ear. 



Dav!d, had proved himself unworthy of 
confidence, 1 Kings ii. 5, 6, and by atten- 
tion to it Solomon's throne was esta- 
blished, 1 Kings ii. 46. 

Asa removed his mother from being 
queen, because she had made an idol, 
1 Kings XV. 13. (See p. 134.) 

Ahab, by not taking away the wicked 
from before him, but, on the contrary, 
by surrounding himself with false pro- 
phets, perished by following their advice, 
1 Kings xxii. 12 ; and after his death, 
those very nobles to whom he had com- 
mitted the education of his seventy 
sons, murdered them, 2 Kings x. 1 — 7i 
and thus his throne was destroyed. 

Gaal's defiance of Abimelech, Judg, 
ix. 26—40. 

Abner's challenge to Joabi 2 Sam, ii. 
14. 17. 

AsahePs vain confident pursuit of 
Abner, 2 Sam, ii. 18—23. 

Amaziah's challenge to Jehoash, 2 
Kings xiv. 8 — 14. 

Josiah's incautious attack of Pharaoh 
Necho, 2 Chron, xxxv. 21, 22. 



Abraham went to Lot, though the dis- 
pute was between the herdsmen. Gen, 
xiii. 8. Abraham also, instead of com- 
plaining to others, went directly to Abi- 
melech, by whom he thought he was ag- 
grieved, and the result justified the wis- 
dom of his doing so, Gen. xxi. 25 — 32. 

Jephthah first debated his cause with 
the king of Ammon, showing the right 
of the Israelites to Gilead, before he 
made war against him, Judg, xi. 12 — 27. 



David, Ps, xvi. 7 ; gj^g®" ^^• 

The Psalmist, Ps. cxix. 71. Pa. cxlL 5. 

The increased diligence of Jehosha- Oal. vL 1. 
phat after his reproof by Jehu, 2 Chron, 
xix. 2—4. 

Zacharias, when reproved and struck 
dumb by the angel Gabriel, Luke i. 19, 
20, the first use he makes of the re- 
covery of speech is to bless God, and 
proclaim to others his mercy, Luke i. 
67,68. 



Matt, xviii. 
15. 



to XZT. 15.] 



8C»IPTURB BXAMPX.SS* 
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Pnin$rh»* 



Ch. XXV. 13. 

As the cold of 
snow in the time 
of harvest, so is a 
faithful messenger 
to them that send 
him, for he refresh- 
eth the soul of his 
masters. 
(Explained p. 30.) 



lUustratUms/rom Scripture, B^erences, Sfc* 

Our Lord's reproof of his mother, and 
her meekness under it, John ii. 4, 5. 

The Corinthians* reception of Paul's 
reproof, 2 Cor, viL 11, in which was so 
remarkably united affection, 2 Cor, ii. 4, 
with fidelity, 1 Cor, iii. 3 ; v. 1 ; vi. fii ; xi. 
17 ; and thus showing him to be a wise 
reprover. 



xxv. 14, 

Whoso boasteth 
himself of a false 
gift, is like clouds 
and wind without 
rain. 



xzy. 15. 

By long forbear- 
ing is a prince 
persuaded, and a 
soft tongue break- 
eth the bone. 
(Explained p. 45.) 



The manner in which Abraham's 
servant conducted the matter on which 
he was sent, must have been a great 
refreshment to his master, Gen. xxiv. 

Elialdm and Sbebna sent by Hezekiah 
to Isaiahf 2 Kingt xix. 2 — 7* 

The messengers sent by Cornelius to 
Peter, from whom he learnt words 
whereby he and his house were saved, 
Act$JL 7. 21 ; xi. 14, 15. 

Timothy, Stephanas, Fortunatus, and 
Achaicus refreshed Paul, 1 Theu, iii. 
6. 7 ; 1 C^. xvi- 17, 18. 

Epaphroditus is a beautiful instance of 
a faithful messenger, Phil, ii. 25 — 28. 

Faithful ministers, and the results of 
their labours, we are taught in Scripture, 
will be very pleasing to God and to 
Christ, John xv. 8 ; 2 Cor. ii. 15 ; ha, liiL 
11 ; 2 Cor. viii. 2a 

Zedekiah boasting of the gift of pro- 
phecy, and falsely promising Ahab suc" 
cess, 1 Kinge xxii. 11. 

Hananiah's false prophecy respecting 
the ruin of Babylon, and the return of 
the Jews ft'om Babylon, Jer, xxviii. 1 — 4. 

Shemaiah causing the Jews to trust in 
a lie, Jer, xxix. 24 — 31. 

False prophets in the Christian Church, 
2 Cor, xi. 13^18 ; Jude 12. 

The soft conciliating language of 
Jacob, Gen, xxxii. 4, &c. and of Abi- 
gail, 1 Sam, XXV. 24--35, turned from 
them the most alarming evils. 

The malice of Saul was in a measure 
disarmed by David's long-forbearing, 1 
Sam, xxvi. 21^25. 

Joseph wept aloud, unable to refrain 
himself at Judah's humble supplication, 
Gen. xliv. 14—34; xlv. 1, 2. 

o 6 



See on Prov. 
xxvi. 6. 
ProY.xiii. 17. 
The follow- 
ing texts re- 
fer to the ge- 
neral' duties 
of servants: 
Eph.vi.5— 7. 
Col.iii.22. 25. 
Tit. ii. 9, 10. 
1 Pet.ii. 18. 



8rd Collect in 
Advent. • 



See on Prov. 

XX. 6. 

1 John iii. 18. 



Eceles. x. 4. 

See on Prov. 
XV. 1. 
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Proverbs, 



ILLUSTBJiTIOMS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. XXY. 18, 
Illustrathnt from Scripture. References, ^c. 



Ch. XXV. 18. 

A man that bear- 
eth false witness 
against his neigh- 
bour, is a maul, 
and a sword, and a 
sharp arrow. 



XXY. 19. 

Confidence in an 
unfaithful man in 
time of trouble, is 
like a broken tooth 
and a foot out of 
joint 



The witnesses against Naboth showing 
that a false witness is in some respects 
as bad as a murderer. 1 Kings xxi. 13. 

Amaziah's slander of Amos, as a stir- 
rer up of sedition, Amos vii. 10. 

The two false witnesses against our 
Lord, Matt, xxvi. 60, 61. 

The witnesses against Stephen, Acts 
vi. 13, 14. 

In these two last instances, it was not 
by direct falsehood, but by a partial state- 
ment of truth, that they involved them- 
selves in the murder of the innocent. 

The masters of the damsel possessed 
with a spirit of divination. Acts xvi. 
21. 

The Jews of Asia — ^their hasty and 
unfounded accusation against Paul, that 
he had taken Trophimus into the tem- 
ple, nearly cost him his life, Acts xxi. 
28, 29. 3U 

TertuUus, a paid orator, to accom- 
plish the legal murder of Paul, Acts 
xxiv. 5 ; but who could prove none of 
the things whereof he accused him. 

Micah's confidence in the Levite, 
whose motive for connecting himself 
with Micah being covetousness and am- 
bition, he made no scruple of deserting 
and robbing him, when he thought he 
could better his condition, Judg. xviii. 
20. 

*' He that was won with ten shekels 
may be lost with eleven." Bp. Hall, 

David was deeply wounded by the 
treachery of A hi thoph el, who had been 
his guide, and counsellor, and familiar 
friend, Ps. Iv. 12 — 14, and in his old 
age found even in Abiathar, inconstancy 
as a friend, 1 Kings i. 19. 25. 

Ahaz' dependence upon Tilgath 
Pilneser, 2 Chron, xxviii. 20, 21. 

The Israelites depended on Egypt 
when threatened by Sennacherib, Isa, 
XXX. 1 — 5; but the Egyptians proved 
rather a burden than a help to them, 
and are therefore compared to a broken 
reed, Isa. xxxvi. 6, which not only fails 
the hand that leans upon it, but pierces 
and wounds it 



See on Piov. 
xU. 18. 
The 9th 
command- 
ment. 
Ps. cxx. 2. 
" The slan- 
derer wounds 
three at once; 
himself, him 
he speaks of; 
and him that 
heais.*'~A^. 
Leighton. 



Litany: last 
Prayer before 
that of St. 
Chrysostom, 
" We humbly 
beseech thee, 
O Father, &c. 
may put our 
whole trust 
and confi- 
dence in thy 
mercy, ftc. 
P8.cxviiL8,9. 
<<How should 
men's ikvor 
be, but like 
themselves, 
variable and 
inconstant 
There is no 
certainty but 
in the fkvor 
of God, in 
whom can be 
no change.** 
Bp. Hall, 
l8a.ii. 22. 
Heb.xiii.5,6. 



to xxv. 25.] 



Proverbs, 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 



JUustrationt from Scripture. 
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ReforenceSf 4*^. 



Ch. zxv. 20. 
Ashethattaketh 
away a garment in 
cold weather, and 
as vinegar upon 
nitre, so is he that 
Bingeth songs to an 
heavy heart. 
(Explained p. 45.) 

xxv. 21. 
If thine enemy 
be hungry, give 
him bread to eat ; 
and if he be thirsty, 
give him water to 
drink. 



xxv. 25. 

As cold waters to 
a thirsty soul, 



Zedekiah was deserted by Pharaoh- 
hophra, Jer, xxxvii. 5— 7> who had en- 
gaged him to rebel against Nebuchad- 
nezzar, and thus hastened his ruin, Ezek, 
xvii. 15 ; xxix. 7* (See p. 130.) 

The Jews in their captivity in Baby- 
lon, the unfeeling want of sympathy 
which they experienced under their suf- 
ferings, Ps, cxzxviL 3, 4. 

Darius, when alarmed for the safety 
of Daniel, was too full of grief to derive 
any pleasure from instruments of music, 
Dan. vi. 18. 



The little Israelitish maid's desire to 
promote the wel&re of those who had 
taken her captive, 2 Kings v. 3. 

Elisha, thus treated the Syrian army 
sent against him, 2 Kings vi. 21 — 23. 

Azariah, Berechiah, Amasa, &c., 
clothed and fed their captives, 2 Ckron. 
xxviiL 12 — 15* 

Ananias of Damascus, readily and 
affectionately executed his commission 
to Saul of Tarsus, who had so lately 
been breathing out threatening and 
slaughter against the Christians at Da- 
mascus, Acts ix. 17. 

The intense anxiety of Paul to impart 
the bread of life to his countrymen, 
though their hearts were filled with the 
bitterest enmity against himi Bom. ix. 
1 — 3. See also Acts xxvi. 29. 

The refreshment to Hagar, when 
perishing in the wilderness. Gen, zxi. 
16 — 19; and to Saiaaon,Judg. xv. 18, 19, 
when sore athirst; and to the panting 
hart, Ps. xlii. 1, 2, as described by 
David. 



Eccles. iii. 4. 
Rom. zii. 15. 
Weep with 
them tbat 
"weep. 



Prov. xxiv. 
17. 29. 
Matt. ▼. 44. 
Rom. xil. 20, 
21. 

Litany: 
"That it may 
please Thee 
to forgive our 
enemies, per- 
secutors, and 
slanderers, 
and to turn 
their heaiU." 

" We are the 
disciples of 
him who died 
for his ene- 
mies." Bp. 
Wilton. 

Collect for 
St. Stephen's 
Day. 



so it good news 
from a fiir country. 



Rev. xiv. IS ; 
xxL 1—7; 
xxii. 17. 



Jacob hearipg of Joseph, Gen. xlv. 26 f'^<' U. 10, 
—28. '^• 

The messengers who brought the pro- 
clamation of Cyrus to Jerusalem, an- 
nouncing the restoration of the Jews, as 
foretold by Isaiah, Iii. 7> and which sha- 
dowed forth the blessings attendant on 
the preaching of the Gospel, lUm. x. 
14,16. 



158 ILLUSTKATIONS OF PKOTERBS BY [Ch. XXV* 26, 

Proverbs. lUutiratioiu from Scripture* Reference*, ^c, 

Paul's joy when a prisoner at Rome, 
on hearing of the faith and love of the 
saints at Colosse, Col, i. 3, 4 ; at Ephe- 
8US, Eph, i. 15, 16; and at Philippi, PAt7. 



Ch. XXV. 26. 

A righteous man 
falling down be- 
fore the wicked, is 
as a troubled foun- 
tain and a corrupt 
spring. 
(Explained p. 18.) 



XXV. 27. 

It is not good to 
eat much honey, 
so for men to 
search their own 
glory is not glory. 
(Explained p. 30.) 



David falling into sin, caused the 
enemies of the Lord to blaspheme, 2 
Sam. xii. 14, and set an example which 
some of his own children (Amnon and 
Absalom) followed. Solomon's fall 
raised up adversaries against him and 
his kingdom, 1 Kings xi. 14. 23. 25, led 
to the separation of the ten tribes, 1 
Kingi xi. 11 ; and traces of the evils he 
introduced, occur even in the reign of 
Josiab, 2 Kings xxiii. 13. 

Naboth's murder by the mockery of 
a judicial process, 1 Kings xxi. 9 — 13, 
showed the very fountain of justice was 
corrupted in Israel. (See Bp. Patrick.) 

The murder of the prophet Zecha- 
riah, the son of Jehoiada, brought great 
trouble upon Joash and his kingdom of 
Judah, 2 Chron. xxiv. 21 — ^25. 

The destruction of their prophets and 
righteous men by the Jews, and the 
calamities which followed, as alluded to 
by our Lord, Matt, xxiii. 34 — 38. 

The presumptuous Babel-builders, 
one of whose motives was to make them 
a name, Oen. xi. 4. 

Jehu's ostentatious remark to Jeho- 
nadab, 2 Kings x. 16. 

Nebuchadnezzar, Ikm. iv. 30. 

Matthew, in recording his abandon- 
ment of every worldly prospect for 
Christ, seeks no commendation for it, 
Matt. ix. 9. 

Paul — the pain it was to him to 
speak well of himself, 2 Cor. xii. 1.11 ; 
his freely speaking of his thorn in the 
flesh, 2 Cor. xii. 7 ; Oal. iv. 14 ; but not 
till fourteen years after the event 
alluding to the honour of having been 
caught up into the third heaven, 2 Cor. 
xii. 2. "He only mentions this vision 
in answer to the false teachers, who had 
disputed his apostolical power, and com- 
prehends it all in three sentences, with 
many excuses for being compelled to 



Collect for 
4th Sandi^ 
after the 
Epiphany, 
Litany: 
"That it may 
please Thee 
.... to raise 
up them that 
fliU," &e. 
Matt.v. IS— 
16. 



Prov.xxv.l6. 
PhU. ti. 3. 
"He who 
loves praise 
loves tempt- 
ation." 
See on Prov. 
xxviL2. 



to XXTl. 1.] 
Proverbs, 



SCRIPTURE BXAHPLES. 
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Cb. xxY. 28. 

He that hath no 
rule over his own 
spirit, is like a 
city that is broken 
down and without 
waUs*. 



JUtutraiwM from Scrij^ure. Beferenees, Sj^c, 

make any mention of it at all." LyttelUm 
on the Conversion of St, PauL 

Even our blessed Lord sought not his |^^- ^* 
own glory, John viii. 50. 



xxvi. 1. 
As snow in sum- 
iner, and as rain 
in harvest, so ho- 
nour is not seemly 
for a fool. 
(Explained p. 19.) 



Esau's purpose to murder his twin 
brother. Gen. xxvii. 41. 

Samson's want of self-government, 
though the strongest of men, Judg, xvi. 

Saul's attempt to kill his son Jona- 
than, 1 Sam, XX. 30—33. 

Nebuchadnezzar, Dan, iii. 13. 19. 

Paul before his conversion, Acts ix. 
1 ; xxvi. 11. 

The mob at Ephesus respecting their 
goddess Diana, Acts xix. 28 — 34. 

The Pbilippian jailor on the very 
point of self-destruction, Acts xvi. 27. 

The remarkable rule over her own 
spirit shown by the Shunammite woman 
when accosted by Gehazi, 2 Kings iv. 
26. 

The more than human dignity of our 
Lord on his trial in his replies to the 
high priest, John xviii. 20 — ^23, and to 
Pilate, John xix. 11, and especially in 
his silence, Matt, xxvii. 14, contrasted 
even with him who was not a whit be- 
hind the chief of the Apostles, Acts 
xxiii. 3. 

Rehoboam, 1 Kings xiL 1 — 1 6. 

Doeg, the Edomite, promoted to be 
inspector and governor o verSaul's herds- 
men. Bp, Patrick. 1 Sam, xxi. 7i his 
abuse of his influence over Saul, 1 Sam, 
xxii. 9, 10, with Ps, Hi. title. 

The people making Absalom king, and 
the misery that followed, 2 Sam, xv. 10 ; 

2 Sam, xviii. T. 

The honour of the High Priesthood 
conferred on Caiaphas, Matt, xxvi. 3, 4 ; 
and on Annas, Acts iv. 6 ; Acts xxv. 2, 

3 ; and of the government of Judea on 
Pilate, Luke xxiii. 14. 24—26; and 
Felix, Acts xxiv. 26, 27 1» whose con- 
duct so disgraced their office. 



Prov. xix. 
19 ; xxii. 24. 
See on Prov. 
xvi. 32. 
Collect for 
4th Sunday 
after Easter. 



See on Piov. 
xxvi. 8. 
Prov. xxviii. 
16. 

Eccles. X. 
5-7. 



* It was thought a peculiar shame and reproach to a city to be without walls. 
See Nek. ii. 17. 

t '* History describes Felixes a monster of cruelty, avsrice, and licentiousness."— 
Beausobre, 



160 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PBOVBRBS BY [Cb. XXVi. 2, 

Proverbs. lUustraHoru from Scripture. References, S^e. 

ClLXXvi. 2. 
As the bird by Balaam's curse came not on Israel, l Pet. iii. 18. 
wandering, as the Neh. xiii. 2; nor Goliath's, 1 Sanu 
swallow by flying, xvii. 43 ; nor Shimei's, 2 Sam. xvi. 6, 
so the curse cause- on David. 

less shall not come. The curse upon the children of Bethel 
(Explained p. 46.) was not without a cause, 2 Kings IL 24 ; 

nor that on Jericho, Josh. vi. 26 ; and 
500 years after it was uttered, it over- 
took Hiel in the destruction of his 
children Abiram and Segub, 1 Kings 
xvi. 34. 

xxvi. 4. 
Answer not a David, though he had been anointed Prov. xvii. 

fool according to to be the future king of Israel, did not 1*^^^ ^ ^^ 

his folly, lest thou in his answer to his brother betray the _23^ 

also be like unto same loss of temper as his brother, 

him. I Sam, xvii. 29. 

(Explained p. 1 1.) Michael the archangel, his mild rebuke 

of Satan, Jude 9. 

xxvi. 6. 

He that sendeth The ten spies, sent at the petition of Prov. x. 26. 
a message by the the Israelites, Deut. i. 22, occasioned |^^' ^^'p^ 
hand of a fool cut- great evil by their evil report of the xxv. IS. 
tethoffthe feet, and promised land, Numb. jaii. 32; xiv. 29 
drinketh damage. — 36. 
(Explained p. ^.) Benhadad, by sending Hazael to 

Elisha, brought destruction on himself, 

2 Kings viiL 8 — 16. 

xxvi. 7» 

The legs of the The wicked referred to by the Psalm- Prov. xvii. 7. 

lame are not 60 ualf ^st, /«. i. id. ^ t- a a 

so is a parable in The hypocrite's advice to his brother, after^pi/ 
the mouth of fools. -Ma^'- ^ii. 4, 6. phany, pray- 

(Explained p. 46.) The proverb (**Physician, heal thy- ^^S^^^ 
^ ^ ^ ^ self,") applied by the men of Nazareth [jj^e^^^ 

to our Lord, Luke iv. 23. duty, but 

How unseemly in so determinately a that our con- 
wicked man as Balaam .taking up his ^^^^^^^^ 
parable and expressing his desire to die ^^^^ ^^ 
the death of the righteous ! Numb, xxiii. knowledge. 
7—10. 

xxvi. 8. 
As he that bind- The honour put by Ahasuerus upon Prov.xxvi.1. 

eth a stone in a Haman the Agagite, Esther iii. 1. ?*hCT *" 

sling, so is he that By the Shechemites upon Abimelech « L^hands 

giveth honour to a the base-born son of Gideon, Judges ix. suddenly on 

fool. 6. no man/' 8k. 

(Explained p. 46.) Joel and Abiah only brought discredit 

on their father, 1 Sam. viii. 1 — 5. 



to XXTl. 23.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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Prtverbt, 

Ch. xxvi. 9. 
As a thorn goeth 
up into the hand 
of a drunkard, so 
is a parable in the 
mouth of fools. 



lUustratiotu firom Scripture, Referenees, ^c. 



xxvi. 11. 
As a dopr return - 
eth to his vomiti 
so a fool returneth 
to his folly. 



xxri. 12. 
Seest thou a man 
wise in his own 
conceit? there is 
more hope of a 
fool than of him. 



The devil referring to Scripture, and 
our Lord confounding him by Scripture. 
Matt. iy. 

The proverb adopted by the Jews. 
Ezekiel showed the misapplicatj^on they 
had made of it by vindicating God's 
justice in their punishment, Ezek, xviii. 
2, &c. 

Pharaoh, after his confession of his 
sinfulness, Exod, ix. 27 — 34 ; xiv. 5. 

Ahab, after his deep humiliation, 1 
Kings xxi. 27 ; xxii. 6-— 8. 

The drunkard, as described Prov. xxiii. 
35, though admitting the many evils 
his sin brought upon him. . 

Herod, after hearing John the Baptist, 
and doing many things which he taught, 
murdered him, Mark vi. 20 — 27. 

Parable of the man with an unclean 
spirit, Matt, xii. 43 — 45. 

False teachers under the gospel, 2 
Pet, n, 22. 

Demas, 2 Tim. iv. 10. 

The Pharisees' rejection of our Lord, 
John ix. 34—41 ; Matt, xxiii. 17—33, 
so that publicans and harlots entered 
the kingdom of heaven before them, 
Matt, xxi. 31 i as for instance, Zaccheus, 
Luke xix. 9 ; and the woman that was a 
sinner, Luke vii. 36—50. 

The church of Laodicea, Rev. iii. 17. 



See on Frov. 
xxvi. 7. 



Jer. ziii. 23. 
2 Pet. ii. 
20—22. 
Ps. Izzxv. 8 ; 
XYil. 5. 



1 Cor. Hi. 
18, 19 : 
vili. 2. 
Isa. Ixvi. 2. 
1 Pet. y. 6. 



xxvi. 23. 
Burning lips and 
a wicked heart are 
like a potsherd co- 
vered with silver 
dross. 



£ph. iy. 16. 



Jacob's sons, who had bereaved him See on Ftov. 
of his child, rising up to comfort him, ^ ^** ^ . 
Gen. xxxvit 35. *"°* ^ 

Absalom's condescension to the men 
of Israel, in connexion with the utter 
worthlessness of his character, and the 
wickedness of the object of his courte- 
ousness to them, 2 Sam, xv. 5, 6. 10. 

Joab's hypocritical salutation of Ab- 
ner, 2 Sam, xx. 9, 10. 

Sanballat's profession of friendship 
to Nehemiah, Neh. vi. 2. 

Ezekiel's hearers, Ezek, xxxiii. 31. 

The Pharisees and Herodians, Matt. 
xxii. 16. 18. 

Judas joined with Peter in the solemn 
declaration of attachment to our Lord, 



162 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. XXvl. 24, 

ProverhM^ lUustrations from Scripture. ReferettceSt Sfc. 

Mark xiv. 31, at the very moment he 
was deJiberately plotting to betray him, 
which he did with a kiss, L^e xxii. 
47, 48. 



Ch. xxvi. 24, 25. 
He that hateth 
dissembleth with 
his lips, and lay- 
eth up deceit with- 
in him; when he 
speaketh fair, be- 
lieve him not ; for 
there are seven 
abominations in 
his heart. 
(Explained p. 47.) 



See on Prov. 
X. 18. 



lThe88.T.21. 
Isa. yxfi. 20. 
Litany: 
From . t . the 
crafts ... of 
the devil, 
GoodLoi^ 
deliver us. 



xxvi. 27. 

Whoso diggeth a 
pit shall fall there- 
in ; and he that 
roUeth a stone, it 
will return upon 
him. 



xxvi. 28. 

A lying tongue 
hateth those that 
are afflicted by it ; 



Cain talked with Abel, asked him in 
a friendly manner, (as one brother 
speaks to another,) if he would walk in 
the fields, and then rose up on a sudden, 
and slew him, Gen. iv. 8. Bp. Patrick. 

Absalom, in the murder of his bro- 
ther Amnon, 2 Sam. xiii. 24 — 29. 

The treachery of Jeremiah's brethren, 
who, though they spoke friendly to him, 
had endeavoured to excite the multitude 
against him, Jer. xii. 6. 

Rabshakeh's fair promises to the Jews, 
2 Kings xviii. 31. 

Herod to the wise men. Matt. ii. 8. 

Nehemiah believed not Sanballat, Neh. 
vi. 1—4. 

But Eve fell a victim from believing 
the fair speaking of the devil. Gen. iii. 5. 
And this is the general character of his 
temptations in every age, 2 Cor. xi. 3. 

Jacob deceived his father with a kid, 
Gen. xxvii. 9. 14, &c. ; more than forty 
years after, his children deceive him with 
a kid, Gen. x'xxvii. 31, 32. 

David artfully contrived the murder 
of Uriah, by the sword, 2 Sam. xi. 14, \b\ 
and the providence of God so appointed 
it, that the sword never departed from 
his house, 2 Sam. xii. 10. 

Haman, Esth. vii. 10. 

Bigthan and Teresh's attempt to assas- 
sinate Ahasuerus, Esth. ii. 21 — 23. 

Cush the Benjamite ; see Ps, vii. 16, 
16, and the title to this Psalm. 

Daniel's accusers, Dan. vi. A — 9. 13. 
24. Prov. xi. 5, 6. 

The Jews put our Lord to death, that 
the Romans might not come and take 
away their place and nation, by that 
very act they drew down the vengeance 
of God, which God appointed the Ro- 
mans to execute, John xi. 48. 



The Jews, uttering untruths against Eph. ir. 
our Lord, John viii. 41 ; and when the 29—32. 
lie was exposed to them, hating him the 
more, John viii. 48 ; x. 32, 33. 



Prov. XX. 17. 
xxvi. 26. 

See on Prov. 

xi. 27 J 

xxTiii. 10. 

Eocles. X. 8. 

Numh.xxxU. 

2S. 

Jer. iv. 18. 



to xxtH. 1.] 
Pnmerbg. 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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lUustratioM from Scripture, Referencei, 8(c. 

The accuseri of Stephen, namely, those '' He that 
of the synagogues of the Libertines, S5"^*v*!?" 
Cyrenians, &c., attempting to peijure j^ijQ {'„ p^. 
away his life, because they coidd not 
resist his wisdom, Acts vi. 9. 14 

The devil, who ruined our first pai;ents 
by a lie, Gen. iii. has never ceased his 
enmity against their posterity, 1 Pet, 
V. 8. 



and a flattering 
mouth worketh 



ruin. 



Ch. xxvii. 1. 
Boast not thyself 
of to-morrow; for 
thou knowest not 
what a day may 
bring forth. 



portion to 
the injury." 
TadtuM, 



Twenty thousand men fell a sacrifice 
to Absalom's flattery, 2 Sam, xv. 4 — 6 ; 
xviii. 7- 

Ahab's prophets, I Kinge xxii. 

The false prophets among the Jews 
in the time of Jeremiah, Jer, xiv. 14 — 
16. 

Those who flattered Herod Agrippa, 
AcU xii. 22, 23. 

Cherdorlaomer's sudden overthrow in 
the dead of the night, at the moment he 
had been subduing all the kings around 
him. Gen, xiv. 15. 

Abner, who promises kingdoms, 2 iSam. 
iii. 9» 10, cannot secure to himself one 
certain hour of life, 2 Sam, iii. 27* 

Benhadad, 1 Kings xx. 3—31. 

Ahab's direction respecting Micaiah, 
1 Kings xxii. 26, 27- 34—37. 

Haman, Esth, v. 1 2 ; vii. 1. 10. 

Nebuchadnezzar's sudden insanity, 
Dan. iv. 30, 31. 

Belshazzar's great promises to Daniel 
to make him the third ruler in the king- 
dom, but his destruction on that very 
night in the midst of his festivity, Dan, 
V. 30. 

The rich fool in the parable, Luke 
xii. 20. 

Though neither Jephthah, Judg. xi. 
34, 35 ; nor Ishbosheth, 2 Sam. iv. 6, 7 ; 
nor the Shunammite woman, 2 Kings iv. 
18 — 20 ; nor the men on whom the tower 
of 'Siloam fell, Luke xiii. 4, 5 ; boasted of 
to>morrow, in their history is illustrated 
how little we know what a day may 
bring forth. 

The manner in which Paul expresses 
his purpose of visiting Corinth, 1 Cor. 
xvi. 7; Philippi, Phil, ii. 19. 23, 24; 
and Thessalonica, 1 Tfiest, iii. 11, shows 



See on Prov. 
xxix. 5. 
£ph. iv. 25. 
" We are 
disposed to 
love those 
"Who profess 
to admire 
us." 
1 John iii. 18. 



Prov. ilL 27, 
28. 

Jam. iv. 13, 
14. 

Burial Ser- 
vice: Sen- 
tences when 
they come to 
the grave, 
-while the 
coipse is 
made ready, 
to be laid in 
the earth. 



Communion 
Service: 
Collect be- 
ginning, 
" Assist us 
mercifully, O 
Lord, in these 
our supplica- 
tions," &c. 
Ps. zc. 12. 



164 ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. XXYU. 2, 

Proverbs: lUustrationt from Scripture, References, S^e, 

the spirit in which all our plans should 
be formed. 



Ch. xxvii. 2. 
Let another man 
praise thee, and 
not thine own 
mouth; a stran- 
ger, and not thine 
own lips. 



xxvii. 3. 
A stone is heavy, 
and the sand 
weighty, but a 
fool's wrath is 
heavier than them 
both. 

xxvii. 4. 

Wrath is cruel, 
and anger is out- 
rageous ; but who 
is able to stand be- 
fore envy ? 



Our Lord's notice of the Centurion, See on Pior. 
Matt. viii. 10, and of John the Baptist, "I:/'' 
Matt. xi. U ; John v. 35 ; contrasted with "^* **' 
their account of themselves. Matt, viii. 
8 ; Matt, iii. 11 ; John iii. 29, 30. 

Luke is highly spoken of by St. 
Paul in his Epistles, Col, iv. 14 ; 2 Tim, 
iv. 11 ; but never in his own writings 
alludes to any thing he said or did, to 
reflect credit on himself, though with 
the Apostle in many of the scenes re- 
ferred to in the Acts, Jctt xvL 11 ; xx. 
6. — XX viii. 

The servant who, when he had been ^«>t. xvIL 

forgiven by his master ten thousand geeonProT. 

talents, equivalent to many hundred xx7.28. 

thousand pounds, would not forgive his £ph. iv.U. 
fellow-servant one hundred pence. Matt, 
xviii. 30. Bp. Patrick, 



Envy led Cain to murder his brother. 
Gen, iv. 4, 5. 8 ; 1 John iii. 12. 

Envy will often conceal itself under 
the garb of friendship. Thus Saul 
sought to murder David, 1 Sam, xviii. 
25, envious of his praise, 1 Sam, xviii. 

7-9. 

Envy is unwearied; Paul had to 
encounter violent assaults from the fury 
of the Gentiles, as for instance, at Ephe- 
sus. Acts xix. ; but they passed off ; we 
never read of the Gentiles persecuting 
him from city to city, but it was far 
otherwise with the Jews, who, filled with 
envy, Acts xiii. 45 — 50, never ceased 
their persecution, Acts xiv. 19 ; xvii. 5. 

Through envy the Jews killed the 
Prince of life, desiring a murderer in 
his stead. Matt, xxvii. 18 ; Acts iiu 14, 
15. 

Envy will often involve the inno- 
cent: thus Saul, through envy of Da- 
vid, 1 Sam, xviii. 5 — 9, murdered a city 
of the. Lord's priests, 1 Sam, xxii. 17 
—19. 

The chief priests who envied our 
Lord, Mark xv. 10, sought to destroy 
Lazarus also, John xii. 10. 



See on ProT. 
xiy. SO. 
ProT. vi. 34. 
Gal. ▼. 
16—26. 
Litany : 
"From envy, 
good Lord, 
deliver as." 



to xxvii. 7.] 

Prwerhs, 

Ch. xxvii. 5. 
Open rebuke is 
better than secret 
love. 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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lUustrations from Scripture. References, ^c. 



xxvii. 6. 
Faithful are the 
wounds of a friend, 
but the kisses of 
an enemy are de- 
ceitful. 



xxvii. 7« 
The full soul 
loatheth an honey- 
comb ; but to the 
hungry soul every 
bitter thing is 
sweet 



Paul's open rebuke of Peter was a 
greater act of friendship to him, than 
had he, to spare his feelings, left him in 
error. Gal, ii. 11 — 14. 

Adam would have better shown his 
love to Eve, by reproving her, than by ' 
hearkening to her voice. Gen. iii. 6. 17. 

£li's was not open rebuke of Hophni 
and Phineas. He did not exercise his 
authority to restrain them, 1 Sam. ii. 23; 
iii. 13. 

David's love to Adonijah was secret 
love, too fearful of offending him by 
rebuking him, 1 Kings i. 6. 

Azariah's rebuke of Uzziah, 2 Chron. 
xxvi. 17—21, though attended with 
such humiliating consequences to Uz- 
ziah, was better than Urijah's com- 
pliance with Ahaz, 2 Kings xvi. 16 ; 
Ahaz thus encouraged in sin, even by 
the High Priest, perished in his iniquity. 

The fidelity of Paul in reproving the 
Corinthians, considering how many tears 
and how much anguish of heart it cost 
him, 2 Cor. ii. 2, 3. 

His intense love for the Galatians, 
shown in his manner of reproving them, 
GaL iv. 16. 19. 

Nehemiah's reproof of the nobles, and 
the good result attending it, Neh. v. 
7 — 13 ; but the deceitfulness of Geshem's 
friendship for him, Neh, vi. 2. 

The prophet Jehu's reproof of Je- 
hoshaphat, which was followed by his 
increased diligence in duty, 2 Chron. 
xix. 2 — 11, was much to be preferred 
before Ahab's deceitful hospitality to 
him, 2 Chron. xviii. 2, 3, which ensnared 
him to go to Ramoth-Gilead, where he 
nearly lost his life, 1 Kings xxii. 32, and 
brought the anger of God upon him, 2 
Chron, xix. 2. 

At Nazareth, where our Lord spent 
nearly thirty years of his life, when he 
opened his commission there, they 
loathed his instructions, and attempted 
to kill him, Luke iv. 29 ; Mark vi. 3 ; 
John viL 5. 

We read of our Lord going only once 



Prov. xxTiii. 

2S. 

Lev. xix. 17. 

1 Tim. V. 20. 

Eph. iv. 15. 

"No friend- 
ship can ex- 
cuse a sin." 



" It is no 
good ofBce to 
make my 
friend more 
^vicious or 
more a fool ; 
I will re- 
strain his 
folly, hut not 
nurse it." — 
/. Taylor. 



Ps. cxli. 5. 
Job V. 17, 18. 
Rev. iii. 19. 
See on Prov. 
X. 18; xxvi. 
23. 

Prov. xxviii. 
23. 

** There can- 
not he a more 
■worthy 
improve- 
ment of 
friendship 
than in a fer- 
vent oppo- 
sition to the 
sins of those 
we love.*» 
Bp.HalU 

" The true 
servant of 
God, who 
hungers and 
thirsts after 
righteous- 
ness, is 
thankAd 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF FBOYERBS BT [Ch. XXVli. S, 



Proverbi* 



JllmtraHonsfrom Scripture, 



References, S^, 



Ch. xxvii. 8. 
As a bird that 
wandereth from 
her nest *, so is 
a man that wan- 
dereth from his 
place. 



to the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, but even far 

there the woman of Canaan manifested ^S^g"/* 

intense earnestness and great faith, not- brings him 

withstanding our Lord's apparent se- nearer to 

verity, Matt. xv. 26, 27. g^". 

The prodigal son, Luke xv. 12, 13. 16 67,* 7? 

— 18, 19. Matt/v. 6. 



Cain rendered restless by an accusing 
conscience, and giving himself up to a 
wandering life, Gen, iv. 14, abandoned 
his religious privileges, Gen, iv. 16. 

Hagar, a servant, improperly leaving 
her place, brought upon her the reproof 
of God, Gen. xvi. 6 — 9. 

David, though commanded by the 
prophet Gad to remain in Judah, 1 Sam. 
xxii. 5, and having the promise of God 
that he should succeed to Saul's throne, 
1 Sam. xvi. 12, 13, fled through fear of 
Saul into the land of the Philistines, 1 
Sam. xxvii 1, and involved himself 
thereby in many difficulties, 1 Sam, 
xxix. 1, 2. 

Jonah, fleeingfrom the presence of the 
Lord, and the evil which he in conse- 
quence brought upon himself, Jonah i. 
11. 

Elijah discontented, and even weary of 
life, wandered from the path of duty, 
because a post of danger, 1 Kings xix. 
4—9. 

Nehemiah, on the contrary, met the 
danger with which he was threatened, 
and in dependence on the grace of God 
overcame it, Neh. vi. 1 1 — 13. 

John Mark, shrunk from the mis- 
sionary labours, and dangers connected 
with his attendance on Paul and his 
uncle Barnabas, Jets xiii. 13 ; and this 
want of steadiness on his part gave oc- 
casion afterwards to a contention be- 
tween those two Apostles, which led to 
their separation. Acts xv. 39. 

xxvii. 9. Jonathan and David, 1 Sam, xxiii. See on Piot. 

Ointment and 16,17. xvii. 17: 

perfume rejoice Ezra was encouraged by Shechaniah "^* ^'^* 



See on Piot. 
xxi. 16. 

Catechism. 
Dutyto- 
"wards my 
neighbour : 
" Learn and 
labour, &c. to 
do my duty 
in that state 
of Ufe in 
which it 
shall please 
God to call 
me." 

1 Cor. ?ii. 20. 

"We increase 
our difficul- 
ties by adopt- 
ing sinAil 
expedients 
to avoid 
them." 



* This may probably refer to the ottiiob.— See Job xxxix. 14, 15. 



to XXVii. 10.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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the heart, so doth 
the sweetness of a 
man's friend by 
hearty counsel. 
(Expl^nec(.p.31.) 



Ch. xxvii. 10. 
Thine own friend, 
and thy father's 
friend, forsake 
not; 



Xlbutrationt from Scripture, BfiferenceSf 8fc» 

to proceed in the reformation of the " The best 

people, Ezra x. 2-4. {hosf X 

With what thankfulness and joy must stimulate us 

Peter ever after have regarded his bro- to that which 

ther Andrew's counsel, who told him "good-" 
he had found the Messiah, and brought 
him to Jesus I John L 41, 42. 

Nathanaei and Philip, John i. 44 — 51. 



neither go into thy 
brother's house in 
the day of thy ca- 
lamity, for better 
is a neighbour that 
is near than a bro- 
ther far ofil 



Hiram's kindly feeling to Solomon 
arose from love to his father, 1 Kings 
V. 1, and Solomon responded to that 
feeling. 

Mephibosheth found a friend in his 
iather Jonathan's friend, 2 Sam. ix. 6, 
7 ; xxi. 7 ; and truly sympathized with 
him in his affliction, 2 Sam, xix. 24 — 28. 
Reboboam forsook his father's friends, 
who, by the advice they gave, were his 
best friends, 1 Kings xii. 6 — 8, 

Joash, king of Judah, murdered theson 
of Jehoiada, 2 Ckron. xxi v. 22, who had 
been, in a remukable manner, a friend to 
him from infancy, 2 Chron. spcii. 1 1 ; 
2 Chron. xxiii. 

God condescended to call Abraham 
his friend, £sa. xli. 8 ; James ii. 23 : his 
son Isaac, Heb, xi. 9 — 20 ; and grand- 
son Jacob, Heh. xi. 21 ; Gen. xxxii. 9 ; 
xlvi. 3 ; did not forsake the God of 
their father. 

The descendants of Jacob conld not 
trust to the Edomites, though the de- 
scendants of his brother Esau, Numb, 
XX. 21 ; Obad. 12—14. 

Joseph received more kindness from 
his jailor. Gen, xxxix. 22, 23, than he 
had from his own brothers, Gen, xxxvii. 
20 ; so little can we depend upon mere 
relationship; and indeed had they de- 
sired to befriend him in his captivity in 
Egypt, the distance at which they lived 
from him, would have prevented it. 

David, in his calamity, consulted Jo- 
nathan, 1 Sam, XX., not Eliab ; who was 
neither near, nor had shown brotherly 
love, 1 Sam. xvii. 28. 

The wounded Jew found more kind- 
ness from a Samaritan than from his 
own brethren, Luke x. 30 — 37* 



A long-tried 
friend is in- 
valuable, and 
it is a duty 
we owe our 
parents when 
they are gone 
to loYe their 
friends and 
consult with 
them. 

Children ad- 
mitted into 
covenant 
with God hy 
baptism, and 
privileged 
with pious 
parents, are 
under pecu- 
liarly solemn 
obligations 
not to for- 
sake Ood. 
1 Chron. 
xxviii.9. 



See on Prov. 
xviii. 24. 
"A brother if 
he be worthy 
is the readi- 
est and near- 
est to be a 
friend; but 
till he be so, 
he is but the 
twilight of 
the day, and 
but the blos- 
som to the 
fairest fruit 
of Paradise. 
A brother 
does not al- 
ways make a 
friend, but a 
friend ever 
makes a 
brother and 
more." — 
/. Taylor. 



168 ILLUSTRATIONS OF FROVJBRBS BY [Ch. XXVii. 17, 

Proverhi. Ilhuiraiiens from Scripture, Rrferefwes,^. 

LjrsiaSi a Roman and a heathen, pro- 
tected Paul from assassination by his 
own countrymen, Jets xziii. 12. 23. 



Ch. xxvii. 17* 
Iron sharpeneth 
iron : so a man 
sharpeneth the ^ 
countenance of his 
friend. 



xxviL 18. 
Whoso keepeth 
the fig-tree shall 
eat the fruit there- 
of: so he that wait- 
eth on his master 
shall be honoured. 
(Explained p. 19.) 



Jethro was rejoiced by intercourse SeeonProv. 
with his son-in-law, Exod. xviii. 7 — 9. jj^*/ 24 
Paul by Titus, 2 Cor, vii. 6, and by the 
friends who met him at Appii Forum, 
Jctt xxviiL 15. 

Ahab was sharpened to the commis- Proy.xiii. 2». 
sion of crime by his connexion with 1 Cor. xv. S3. 
Jezebel, 1 Kings xxi. 25, and Herod by 
Herodias, Mark vi. 19—28. 



Abraham's 
faithful 



service, 



servant, after long and 
was honoured by 
the commission with which he was in- 
trusted, and by the providence of God 
guiding him in the execution of it. Gen. 
xxiv. 

The honour paid to the memory of 
Deborah, Rebekah's nurse, shows how 
the family loved and respected her in 
life for her fidelity. Gen, xxxv. 8. 

Joseph, Gen, xxxix. 22, 23. 

Elisha, who poured water upon the 
hands of Elijah, 2 Kings iii. 11. (i. e. 
waited upon him as his servant) was 
very persevering in his attendance upon 
him, and obtained a double portion of his 
spirit, 2 Kings ii. 9, &c. 

The Israelitish maid honoured in be- 
ing an instrument of her master's cure, 
2 Kings V, 2, 3, &c. {See p. 157.) 

The centurion's servant was no doubt 
a fiuthful servant, and was honoured by 
the warm interest his master took in his 
wel&re, Luke vii 2. 8. 

The devout soldier who waited on Cor- 
nelius continually. Jets x, 7* 

Parable of the talents, Matt. xxv. 21. 

Enoch, Heb, xi. 5. 

Mary Magdalene among the last at 
the cross and the first at the sepulchre. 
Matt, xxvii 55, 56 ; Mark xv. 47 ; re- 
maining when others went away, J<^n 
XX. 10, 11 ; and her distinguished re- 
spect for our Lord was honoured by his 
ametaing first to her, Mark xvi. 9. 

Every faithful servant of Christ, John 
xll 26 ; Luke xil 37. 



SeeonProT. 
xxU. 29. 
The follow- 
ing texts re- 
fer to the 
duties of 
servants : 
Eph.vL5— 8. 
CoL iii. 22— 
25. 

ITim.TLlJ. 
nt. il. 9, 10. 
1 Pet. VL 18. 



Isa. xl. SI. 
1 Oor. XT. 58. 
Rev. m. 12. 



to XXVii. 22 ] SCRIPTDRE EXAMPLES. 



Proverbs, 

Ch. xxvii. 19. 

As in water face 
answereth to face, 
so the heart of man 
to man. 
(Explained p. 47.) 
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Illustrations from Scripture. References , 8fc, 



In Ishmael's persecution of Isaac, 
every ungodly man may see the tend- 
ency of his own carnal heart, Gal. iv. 
29, which is enmity against God, Rom. 
viii. 7. 

The Jews, in their treatment of our 
Lord, might have seen their own cha- 
racter in the conduct of their fathers to 
the prophets. Matt, xxiii. 29—31. 

The tendency of men to neglect 
warnings is common to all ages — the 
days of Noah, of Lot, and of the Son of 
man, Luke xvii. 26 — 30. 



xxvii. 21. 
As the fining- 
pot for silver, and 
the furnace for 
gold ; so is a man 
to his praise. 



xxvii. 22. 

Though thou 
shouldest hray a 
fool in a mortar 
among wheat with 
a pestle, yet will 
not his foolishness 
depart from him. 
(Explained p. 32.) 



David's humility and wisdom after 
having killed Goliath, notwithstanding 
the high honour to which it raised him, 
1 Sam. xviii. 7, 8. 16, 16. 30. 

Joseph stood the severe test of being 
flattered by a king, without being moved 
to vanity of mind by it, Gen. xli. 15, 16. 

Peter, Acts iii. 11—16 ; x. 26, 26. 

Paul and Barnabas, Acts Xiv. 11 — 15. 

Herod accepted flattery, and perished. 
Acts xii. 21—23. 

Pharaoh : the most awful plague which 
was inflicted on him and his people, 
namely, the destruction of their first- 
born, was the first threatened, Exod. iv. 
23, and the last executed, Exod. xii. 29, 
&c., but none of the intermediate and 
milder plagues softened his heart ; and 
after the destruction of his first-born, 
he still persisted in his rebellion against 
God, Exod. xiv. 6, &c. 

The men of Ashdod acknowledge and 
smart under the power of God. Dagon 
falls before the ark, and yet they cling 
to the worship of this idol, I Sam. v. 2 

-7. 

Ahaz, in the time of his distress, 
trespassed yet more against the Lord, 
and sacrificed to the gods of Damascus 
who smote him, 2 Chron. xxviii. 22, 23. 

The history of the Jews — their desire 
to return to Egypt, though they had 
suffered so much from the cruel bond- 



The follow- 
ing referen- 
ces show that 
human na- 
ture is the 
Bame iu all 
ages, and 
that from a 
study of the 
characters of 
others we 
may learn 
our own. 
Gen. vi. 5 ; 
viii. 21. 
Ps. xiv. 2, 3. 
Mark vii. 21 
—23. Rom. 
XV. 4. 1 Cor. 
X. 6—12. 



See on Prov. 
xxvii. 2. 
The folly of 
being puffed 
up by praise 
appears from 
the following 
passage : 
Luke xvii. 
10. 



See on Prov. 
xxi. 29. 
Prov. xxiii. 
35 ; xvii. 10. 
Jer.xiii. 23. 
The follow- 
ing passages 
show how 
we ought to 
act under 
affliction : 
Eccles. vii. 
14: 

In the day 
of adversity 
consider. 
Jam. V. 13 : 
Is any 
afflicted? let 
him pray. 
Job X. 2 ; 
xxxiv. 32. 



/ 
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. XXVlil. 1, 



Proverbs. 



Ch. xxviii. 1. 

The wicked flee 
when no man pur« 
sueth ; 



but the righteous 
are bold as a lion. 
(Explained p. 22.) 



xxviii. 2. 
For the trans- 
gression of a land, 
many are the 
princes thereof; 



Ps. xxvii. 1. 
xlvi.l— 3. 
Actsxxiv.16 
Heb. X. 19. 
ftc. 



Illustrations from Scripture, References, ^c. 

age of Egypt, Numb. xiv. 4 ; theic 
hardened state under affliction, as de- 
scribed by Isaiah, Isa. i. 5, and by 
Jeremiah, Jer. v. 3. 

Contrast with these Dayid, 2 Sam. xv. 
26 ; and Manasseh, 2 Chrou. xxxiii. 11 — 
13. 16. 

Adam and Eve, Gen. iii. 8. 

Joseph's brethren, showing that a 
guilty conscience exposes men to con- 
tinual frights, even where no fear is, and 
makes them suspicious of every body, 
Gen. 1. 15. 

Herod Antipas, the murderer of John 
the Baptist, Matt. xiv. 2. (See p. 13S ) 

Felix, trembling before his prisoner, 
jicts xxiv. 25. 

The prophet of Judah, 1 Kings xiii. 
1-10. 

Elijah, 1 Kings xviii. 18 ; 2 Kings i. 
16. 

Azariah, in reproving Uzziah, 2 Chron. 
xxvi. 17) 18. 

Nehemiah, Neh. vi. 11. 

Shadrach, &c , Dan. iii. 16 — 18. 

Peter and John, Jets iv. 18, 19 ; see 
also Acts V. 41, 42, with regard to the 
twelve apostles. 

Stephen, a beautiful instance of speak- 
ing the truth in love, of bold reproof of 
sin, and of prayer for his murderers, 
/^cis vii. 51 — 60, thus imitating his 
divine Master, MatL xxiii. 13—36, with 
37—39. 

Paul, Acts XX 22—24 ; xxiv. 25 j 1 
Thess. ii. 2 ; 2 Tim. iv. 16, 17- 

Ezekiel also is distinguished for his 
bold reproofs of, Ezek. iii. 8, 9, yet 
earnest intercession for, bis countrymen, 
Ezek. ix. 8 ; xi. ) 3, and exhortations to 
repentance. His fidelity is said to have 
cost him his life. 

During the reign of pious Asa, king of 
Judah, Jeroboam, the son of Nebat, was 
on the throne of Israel at the beginning 
of his reign, 1 Kings xv. 9, and Ahab, at 
the end oif it, 1 Kings xvi. 29 ; 2 Chron, 
xvi. 13, between whom, were Nadab, 
Baasha, Elah, Zimri, Tibni, and Omri, 
1 Kings XV. xvi. undermining and de- 



1 Tim. ii 
1,2. 

See on Pro?. 
xxiv. 21. 
Prayer for 
the Parlia- 
ment. 
Evening 
Prayer. 
J^rayers for 



to xxviii. 5 ] 
Frwerbi, 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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Ulusireetions from Scripmre, ReferenceSfS^c. 

stroying one another, and -all following the Queen 
in the sreps of that idolatry which Jero- p"!,-? °^*^ 



but, by a man of 
understandingand 
knowledge, the 
state thereof shall 
be prolonged. 

Ch. xxviii. 4, 
They that for- 

sake the law, prai&e 

the wicked ; 



but such as keep 
the law contend 
with them. 



xxviii. 5. 
Evil men under- 



boam established. 

Joseph preserved Egypt from famine, 
Gen xlv. 5 — 8. 

Hezekiah showed himself to be a 
man of understand ine» by hip trust in 
God ; and tlius Jerusalem's state was 
prolonged, 2 Ckron. xxxii. 20 — 26. 

SauPs praise of the Ziphites, for their 
treachery towards David, 1 Sam, xxiii. 
21. 

The nobles of Judah's praise of To- 
biah, the Ammonite, even in the pre- 
sence of Nehemiah, who knew so much 
of his wickedness, Neh. vi. 19. 

In the time of Jeremiah, the popu- 
larity among the Jews of false prophets 
and wicked priests, Jer. v. 30, 31. 

The Jews' praise of Herod, Jets xii. 
21—23. 

Elijah, 1 Kings xviii. 18 ; xxi. 20, and 
Micaiah, 1 Kings xxii. 28, contended 
with Ahab. Jeremiah contended with 
the Jews, foretelling their seventy years* 
captivity, Jer. xxv. 11. 

Nehemiah contended with the rich 
Jews for their oppression of their poorer 
brethren, Neh. v. 7 — 11» and with the 
rulers among the priests, for their neg- 
lect of God's house, Neh. xiii. 11. 

John the Baptist contended with 
Herod, Matt. xiv. 4. 

The Israelites, on the very morrow 



See on Pro v. 
xxix. 8. 
Prov. xxix. 
14. 



Pb. X. 3 ; 
xlix. 18. 
1 John IT. 5. 
Luke XTi. 
15. 

That which 
is highly, &c. 
"To be 
honoured by 
the unworthy 
is often little 
better than 
disgrace." — 
Bp. Hall. 



Eph. V. II 
Jude 3. 
Collect for St. 
John the 
Baptibt's 
Day. 



stand not judg- after the destruction of Korah, accusing 
ment ; Moses and Aaron of having killed the 

people of the Lord, Numb. xvi. 4\, 

Ahab's charge against Elijah, 1 Kings 
xviii. 17. ' 

The Jews> in the time of our Lord, un- 
derstood not our Lord's parables, Mark 
iv. 11, 12, or the force of the proofs he 
gave of being the Messiah, through the 
influence of the love of sin — an undue 
regard to reputation, &c., John v. 44. 

The Pharisees understood not the na- 
ture of true holiness, Luke xi. 42, be- 

h2 



2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. 
ICor. ii. 14. 
Dan. xii 10. 
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Proverbs, 



ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BT [Ch. XXVlii. 6, 

^ Illustrations from Scripture, References, 8fc. 

cause self-righteous, Luke xviii. 9 — 14, 
covetous, &c., Luke xvL 14. 

The ruler of the Synagogue's indigna- 
tion at the supposed breach of the Sab- 
bath by our Lord, Luke xiii. 14. 



but they that seek 
the Lord under- 
stand all things. 
(Explained p. 47*) 



Ch. xxviii. 6. 

Better is the 
poor that walketh 
in his uprightness, 
than he that is per- 
verse in his ways, 
though he be rich. 



xxviii. 9. 
He that turneth 
away his ear from 
hearing the law, 
even his prayer 
shall be abomi- 
nation. 



xxviii. 10. 
Whoso cause th 
the righteous to go 
astray in an evil 
way, he shall fall 
himself into his 
own pit: but the 
upright shall have 
good things in pos« 
session. 



Jacob, on a review of a life checkered 
by much affliction, was fully satisfied as 
to the wisdom and love of God in all 
that had happened to him. Gen, xlviii. 
15, 16. 

David, under many very difficult cir- 
cumstances, was enabled to discoverwhat 
was his duty under them, 1 Sam, xviii. 
5—30; xxvi. 8—10. 

Those addressed by John in his first 
epistle, 1 John ii. 20 — 27. 

Elijah's condition, though one of ex- 
treme poverty, 1 Kings xvii. yet pre- 
ferable to Ahab's though a king, 1 Kings 
xxii. 34—37 ; 2 Kings ii. 11. 

Lazarus, than the rich man, Luke xvi. 
19—23. 

Paul, though a prisoner, tried for his 
life, than Felix his judge. Acts xxiv. 
24—27 ; 2 Tim, iv. 7, 8. 

The Jews, in the time of Isaiah, be- 
cause disobedient to the moral precepts 
of the law, Isa. i. 15. 17; Iviii. 2 — 11, 
though they brought, and in great abund- 
ance, the appointed sacrifices and offer- 
ings, Isa. i. 11. 

The Jews, in the time of Zechariah, 
Zech. vii. 11—13. 



See on Prov. 
iii. 32. 
Ps. XXV. 14. 
John vii. 17. 
1 Cm. ii. 15. 



See on Prov. 
xvi. 8. 

Prov. xvi. 19; 
xix. 1. 
John vi. 27. 
Ps. Ixxxiv. 
10—12. 



Communion 
Service. 
Prayer after 
each of the 
Command- 
ments : 
"Lord, &c., 
incline our 
hearts," &c. 



The devil, in tempting our first parents, Matt, xviii. 
and the curse that fell upon himself, 1—14. 
Gen, iii. 1—6. 14, 15. See on Prov. 

Rebekah causing Jacob to go astray, pg uxvii. 
and it led to her being deprived ever 11.25,26. 
after of his society, who was her favour- 
ite son. Gen. xxvii. 13. 43. 

Balaam, who taught Balak to put a 
stumbling-block in the way of the Israel- 
ites, Rev, ii. 14 ; Numb, xxxi. 15, 16. 8. 

Elymas, Acts xiii. 8 — 11. 

Mordecai's escape from the snare laid l Tim. vi. 17. 
for him by Haman, Esth, vii. 10 ; viii. 16 ; J Cor. iii. 18, 
ix. 4 ; X. 2, 3. *^- 



to xxviii. 14.] 

Proverbs, 

Ch. xxyiii. 11. 

The rich roan is 
wise in his own 
conceit ; but the 
poor that hath 
understanding 
searcheth him out. 



SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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xxviii. 13. 
He that cover- 
eth his sins shall 
not prosper ; 



but whoso confess- 
eth and forsaketh 
them shall have 
mercy. 



xxviii. 14. 

Happy is the 
man that feareth 
alway; 



Illustrations from Scripture, References, ^c. 

The folly of Naaman*s self-conceit 
exposed by his servants, 2 Kings v. 
13. 

The folly of the prince of Tyrus (Itho- 
balus) exposed by Ezekiel, Ezek. xxviii. 
2 — 10, a captive in Babylon, but to whom 
the inspiration of Almighty had given 
understanding. 

The Pharisees* self-conceit exposed 
by the poor man that had been born 
blind, John ix. 30. 



Adam, Oen, iii. 12; Jb&xxxi. 33. 

Cain, Gen. iv. 9. 

Saul, 1 Sam, xv. 19 — 21. 

Pharaoh, Exod. ix. 27. and Balaam, 
Numb. xxii. 34, confessed their sins, but 
did not forsake them, Exod. xiv. 5 — ^9. 
Numb. xxxi. 16. 

David, Ps. li. 3; 2 Sam. xii. 13. 

Manasseh, 2 Chron. xxxiii. 12, 13. 

The king and people of Nineveh, 
Jonah iii. 5 — 10. 

The penitent woman is a beautiful 
instance of the Saviour despising not the 
sighing of a contrite heart, Luke vii. 37 
—50. 

The prodigal son, Luke xv. 

The penitent thief on the cross, Luke 
xxiii. 40 — 43. 

The restoration of the Jews on their 
repentance, Levit, xxvi. 40—42. 



Joseph, in all the changing scenes of 
his life ; when a slave in the house of 
Potiphar, Gen, xxxix. 9, and when lord 
of Egypt, Gen, xlii. 18. 

Nehemiah, Neh, v. 15. 

The happiness of the churches in Ju- 
dea, Galilee, and Samaria, Acts ix. 31. 

Paul did not presume on his long 
course of religious consistency, as is 
shown from his epistle to the Corinthians, 
written twenty years after his conver- 
sion, 1 Cor, ix. 27> 

The punishment of the men of Beth- 
shemesh, 1 Sam. vi. 19, and of Uzzah, 
2 Sam, vi. 6, 7> affords an awful warn- 
ing against presumption and irreve- 
rence in sacred things. 

H 3 



1 John i. 8, 9. 
Exhortation. 
Confession. 
Absolution 
in the Morn- 
ing Prayer. 
Ps. xxxii. 
1—5. 



Ps. ii. 11; 
Ixxxix. 7. 
Isa. xxxiii.6. 
Heb. iv. 1. 
"One of the 
great ends of 
religion is to 
keep man in 
constant de- 
pendence 
upon God." 
Bp, Wilson. 
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Proverbs. 



ILLUSTRATIONS OF PROVERBS BY [Ch. XXvill. 17, 

Illustrations from Scripture. References, 8fc. 



but he that hard- 
eneth his heart 
shall fall info mis- 
chief. 



Ch. xxviii. 17- 
A man that doeth 
violence to the 
blood of any per- 
fton, shall flee to 
thepit; let no man 
stay him. 
(Explained p. 47.) 



Peter would have escaped much sorrow, 
had he been less confident, Luke xxii. 33, 
34 ; observe his directions at the close 
of life, I Pet. i. 17; v. 5. 

The Canaanites, in the time of Joshua, 
Josh. X. &c., who were the descendants 
of holy Noah. Noah died only two years 
before the birth of Abraham. Consider 
the warnings which as a people they 
had neglected — the flood ; the destruc- 
tion of the five cities of the plain, 
situated in the very heart of Canaan; 
the instruction and example of Abra- 
ham and the Patriarchs; the plagues 
of Egypt; the destruction of Pharaoh; 
the recent destruction of their neigh- 
bours, the eastern Amorites; the mi- 
raculous passage of Jordan ; the mi- 
raculous overthrow of Jericho; the faith 
and preservation of Rahab, and the con- 
victions of their own consciences. Josh. 
ii. a 24 ; v. 1. 

The Jews at Rome, in^ the time of 
Paul, presuming on their religious privi- 
leges, Rom. ii. 3—5. 

Herod hardened his heart, by putting 
his reprover into prison, and the con- 
sequence was, that unawares he was 
drdwn by his wicked companion Mero- 
dias to murder him, Matt. xiv. 1 — 10. 

In his history is illustrated that they 
who are previously resolved to sin, will 
often be allowed to deceive themselves, 
by forming groundless excuses for its 
commission. 



The Scriptures contain some remark- Prov. i. 18. 
able instances of the punishment of mur- 
der. 

Jezebel, the murderer of Naboth, 1 
Kings xxi. 8—14; 2 Kings ix. 33-37. 
Athaliah her daughter, the murderer of 
nearly all the seed royal of Judah, 2 
Kings xi. 1 — 16. Joash, the murderer 
of the son of Jehoiada, who had saved 
his life, and placed him on the throne, 
2 Chron. xxi v. 20 — 25, were all over- 
taken by a violent death. 

Shallum murdered Zachariah, 2 Kings 
XV. 10; Menahem murdered Shallum, 2 
Kings XV. 14 ; his own son Pekahiah 
was murdered by Pekah, 2 Kings xv. 



Matt. xxvi. 
41. 

CoUeci for 
2nd Sunday 
after Trinity. 

Be not with- 
out fear to 
addsintosin, 
and say not 
his mercy is 
great, he will 
be pacified 
for the mul- 
titude of my 
sins; for 
mercy and 
wrath come 
from him,and 
his indigna- 
tion resteth 
upon sinners. 
Make no tar- 
rying to turn 
to the Lord, 
and put not 
off fiom day 
to day, for 
suddenly 
shall the 
wrath of the 
Lord come 
forth and in 
thy security 
thou Shalt be 
destro} ed 
and perish in 
the day of 
vengeance.' 
Kcclus. Y. 
5—7. 



. t« 



to xxviii. 20.] scripture examples. 
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Proverbs, 



Ch. xxviii. 20. 
A faithful man 
shall abound with 
blessings; but he 
that makcth haste 
to be rich, shall 
not be innocent 



Illustrations from Scripture. References, Sfc, 

25; Pekah was murdered by Hoshea, 
2 Kings XV. 30. 

We start with horror at the guilt of Litany: 
murder, but, in reference to all great ha^J^*'^? 
crimes, it is important to trace the steps malice," Sec. 
by which men were led to their com- " From all 
mission. Thus, it was covetousness in *^® ,^®^®*'? .. 
Ahab, 1 Kings xxi. 1 — 5 ; revenge in 
Absalom, 2 Sam. xiii. 28 ; the indulgence 
of a wanton look in David, 2 Sam. xi. ; 
the love of power in Abimelech, Judges beginnUurs 
ix. 2, &c. ; envy in Saul, 1 Sam. win. 8, of sin, tvhe 
9; xxii. 17; and in the Jews, Matt. 
xxvii. 18, which led them to become 
murderers. If, therefore, we would avoid 
murder, and the certain and awful 
punishment denounced against it in 
this proverb, we must avoid the secret 
indulgence of these dispositions, and 
cultivate the fruit of the Spirit. 



of the flesh,' 

&c. 

•'If we have 

not grace to 

resist the 
ing 
where 

shall we 

stay V'—Bp. 

Hall. 

Prov. iv. 23. 

1 ThesB. T. 

22. 

Gal. V. 16— 

26. 



Abraham, after his disinterestedness 
in giving up the well-watered plains of 
Jordan ; observe God's promise to him. 
Gen. xiii. 9. 14 — 16; nor was he any 
loser by refusing to be made rich by the 
king of Sodom, Gen. xiv. 22, 23 ; x v. 1 
— 7; xxiv. I. 

His nephew Lot, on the contrary, too 
eager to be rich, fell into temptation, 
and a snare which pierced him through 
with many sorrows, Gen. xiii. 10—13; 
xiv. 12: xix. 15—26; 2 Pet. ii. 8. 

Joseph, Gen. xxxix. 5. 23; xli. 38 — 
43. 

Laban's sordid and avaricious dispo- 
sition led him to act unjustly to his 
nephew, in which he punished himself 
by the loss of Jacob's services. Gen. xxxi. 

7. 

It appears, from the station of his 
father, 1 Kings xix. 19, that Elisha gave 
up many worldly comforts to follow Eli- 
jah, but he obtained far higher blessings, 
2 Kings ii.9, &c. 

His servant Gehazi, in his haste to be 
rich, was led to swearing, lying, and 
stealing, and brought upon himself 
heavy punishment, 2 Kings v. 20—27. 

Hananiah's promotion was on account 
of his fidelity and piety, Neh. vii. 2. 

Daniel, Shadrach, &c. though, as 
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See on Prov. 
XV. 27. 
Matt. tI. 33. 
Rev. ii. 10. 
" I will study 
more how to 
give account 
of my little, 
than how to 
make it 
more." — Bp. 
Half. 

Prov. XX. 21 ; 
xxiii. 4. 
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Proverbs, Illustrations from Scripture. References, Sfc, 

princes of Judah, they had been accus- 
tomed to the luxuries of life, made no 
compromise of their principles to in- 
gratiate themselves with their heathen 
conqueror, Dan. i. 8 ; iii. 16, but they 
were no losers by their fidelity and self- 
denial, Dan. i. 21 ; iii. 30. 

The Apostles, when wealth was put 
into their hands, renounced the op- 
portunity of enriching themselves by it, 
Acts vi. 3, 4, and observe the blessing 
which followed upon it, Acts vi. 7) con- 
trasted with the guilt and misery Judas 
brought upon himself by the indulgence 
of the love of money, John xii. 6 ; Matt. 
xxvii. 3 — 6. 

Some professing Christians alluded to 
by Paul in his first epistle to Timothy, 
1 Tim. vi. 9—11. 



Ch. xxviii. 22. 

He that haste th 
to be rich, hath an 
evil eye, and con- 
sidereth not that 
poverty shall come 
upon him. 



Prov.xiii.il. 
Jer. xvii. 11. 
"He can 
never keep 
his covenant 
with his God 
that makes 
not a cove- 
nant with his 
eyes." — Bp. 
Hall. 

Ps. cxix. 36. 
Prov. X. 22 ; 
xxii. 4. 



xxviii. 26. 
I)e that trusteth 
in his own heart is 
a fool ; but whoso 
walketh wisely, he 
shall be delivered. 



Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld the 
well-watered plains, and, in twenty years 
after this choice of Sodom, he lost, in 
its destruction, all he had, Gen. xiii. 10; 
xix. 24—30. 

" Lot, who sought this world, lost it ; 
but Abraham, who was willing to give 
up any thing, for the honour of God and 
religion, found it" Gen. xiii. 9. 14, 15. 

Achan, it was through his eye that 
temptation entered, when he saw among 
the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, 
&c.. Josh. vii. 21. 

Jehoiakim's oppression, to enable him 
to build his magnificent palace, and the 
wretchedness and poverty which came 
upon him, Jer. xxii. 13, &c. 

Nebuchadnezzar's ambition leading 
him to oppress other nations to enrich 
himself, and the utter destitution which, 
for seven years, God brought upon him, 
when walking on his palace, and admir- 
ing the work of his own hands, Dan. iv. 
27—33. 



Hazael, 2 Kings viii. 13. 

Johanan rejecting the advice of «Tere- l Cor. x. 12. 
miah, Jer. xiii. 7 — 22 ; xliii. 1 — 7» 

Peter, Matt. xxvi. 33. 

David, in numbering the people in 
opposition to Joab's advice, 2 Sam. xxiv. 
2, &c. 



Prov. iii. 7. 
" There is no 
sin which a 
man ought 



to xxix. 1.] 

Proverbs, 
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Ch. xxviii. 28. 
When the wick- 



niuatratums from Scripture, References^ 8fc, 

The vain confidence of Absalom, 2 not to fear, 

Sam. XV. 4, contrasted with the diffidence J^^self cL"a- 

of Solomon, the wisest of men, 1 Kings ble of, since ~ 

iii. 7 — 9' ^e have in 

Had Naaman continued to trust to ^J^^T^^^d 

the suggestions of his own mind, he Jfeverysh^' 

would never have been cured of his Bp. WiUon. 
leprosy; but wisely attending to the 
advice of his servants, he was delivered, 
2 Kings V. 9—14 

Samuel's retirement from the court of Prov. xxviii. 

12 ; xxix. 2. 
See Refer- 
ences on 
Prov. XXV. 



ed rise, men hide Saul, 1 Sam, xv. 35. 

themselves ; Joseph's fear of Archelaus, Matt. ii. 

22, who, as Josephus informs us, imme- 
diately, on succeeding his father Herod, ft s, suggest 
caused the murder of three thousand *°^ *^® ^H.^ 
Jews, for having expressed their dis- those i" 
approbation of the act of his father's authority. 
cruelty. 



but when they pe- 
rish, the righteous 
increase. 



xxix. 1. 

He, that being 
often reproved, 
hardeneth his 
neck, shall sud- 
denly be destroy- 
ed, and that with- 
out remedy. 



After the death of wicked Ahaz, there 
was a great revival of religion in the 
reign of his pious son ; and the tem- 
ple of the Lord, which he had shut up, 
2 Chron. xxviii. 24, was again thronged 
with devout worshippers, 2 Chron, xxix. 
XXX. 13. 25. 

The prosperous state of the church 
after the death of Herod Agrippa, grand- 
son of the Herod, above referred to, Jets 
xii. 23, 24. 

The old world resisting the preaching 
of Noah for one hundred and twenty 
years, 1 Pet, iii. 20 ; Luke xvii. 26, 27 ; 
2 Pet. ii. 5, were swept away by the 
flood, altogether unexpectedly to them- 
selves. 

Pharaoh reproved by the ten plagues. 
(The waters of Egypt turned into blood, 
Exod. vii. 19—25. The plague of frogs, 
Exod. viii. 1 — 15 ; of lice, Exod. viii. 16 
—19; of flies, Exod. viii. 20—32: the 
murrain of the cattle, Exod. ix. 1 — 7 ; 
the plague of boils, Exod. ix. 8 — 12 ; 
of rain, with hail and fire, Exod. ix. 13 
— 36; of locusts, Exod. x. 1 — 20; of 
darkness, Exod. x. 21 — 27: the death 
of the first-born, Exod. xii. 29;) but con- 
tinuing obstinate in his rebellion against 
God| he was overtaken with sudden de- 
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1 Thess. V. 3. 
Conimlna- 
tion Service 
Address of 
the minister: 
" Now, see- 
ing that all 
they," &c. 
Litany : 
"From hard- 
ness of heart, 
&c. deliver 
us." 
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Proverb*, lllustrcUions from Scripture, Rrferences, 8fc. 

Btruction, Exod. xiv. 28, at the moment 
he thought himself sure of his prey. 

Ahab. ] Kings xvli. 1 ; xviii. 18 ; xx. 
42 ; xxi. 20 ; xxii. 



Ch. xxix. 5. 

A man thatflat- 
tereth his neigh- 
bour, spreadeth a 
net for his feet. 



See on Prov. 
xxvi. 28. 
Ps. xii. 3. 
" When we 
are most 
commended 
for our dis- 
cernment we 
geoerally act 
most fool- 
ishly, for 
those very 
praises cloud 
the under- 
standing and 
pervert the 
judgment." 
—ScoU. 



xxix. 6. 

In the trans- 
gression of an evil 
man, there is a 
snare; but the 
righteous doth sing 
and rejoice. 

xxix. 7* 

The righteous 
considereth the 
cause of the poor ; 



but the wicked 
regardeth not to 
know it 
(Explained p. 17*) 

xxix. 8. 
Scornful men 
bring a city into a 
snare : 



The woman of Tekoah, who, under the 
direction of Joab, flattered David to in- 
duce him to wink at Absalom's crimes, 
2 Sam. xiv. 20. In Absalom's subse- 
quent rebellion, David reaped the bitter 
fruit of his indulgence. 

Shimei's curves did less harm to David 
than Ziba's flattery, 2 Sam, xvi. 3, 4. 
11, 12. 

It was by flattery that Daniel's accu- 
sers entangled Darius, which ultimately 
led to their own ruin, thus spreading a 
net for their own feet as well as for his, 
Dan, vi. 7< 

The spies sent by the chief priests to 
entangle our Lord by flattery, were 
themselves entangled, Luke xx. 21, &c. 

Judas. See Prov, v. 22, page 65. 

The joy of Paul and Silas, Acta xvi. 
25, contrasted with the sadness of Joseph's 
brethren, under the same outward cir- 
cumstances, Gen. xlii. 21 ; it was many 
years after their transgression, but re- 
morse overtook them at last. 

Job, Job xxix. 13. 16. 

Josiah, Jer. xxii. 16. 

The early Christians' liberality to the 
poor, a distinguishing feature of their 
character, Acts iv. 34, 36. 

The Apostles' careful consideration of 
the cause of the widows of the Grecians, 
Acts vi. 1 — 6. 

Barnabas, ActSy iv. 37. 

Paul, Gal, ii. 10. 

The Jews in the time of Jeremiah, 
ch. V. 28. 

The rich man's (disregard of Lazarus, 
XuAexvi. 21. 

The Priest and Levite, Luke x. 31, 32. 



Judah, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 16, &c. See on Pror. 

The rulers of Jerusalem in the time of ^** IL 
Isaiah, Isa, xxviii. 14 — 22. 

The chief priests, &c., in scorning 
their Messiah, Matt, xxvii. 39—43. 



Job xviii. 7, 
8. 

Rom. V. 
1—5. 
Jam. i. 2. 
1 Pet. i. 8. 
Te Deum, 
Morning 
Prayer. 

Prov. xiv. 

21. 

Ps. xU. 1. 

1 Cor. xvi. 2. 



Prov. xxL 
IS. 



to Xxix. 18.] SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 
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but wise men turn 
away wratb. 



Ch. xxix. 10. 

The blood- 
thirsty hate the 
upright ; 



but the just seek 
his soul. 



lJohniii.l6. 



Vfi\x. 16. 
When the wick- 
ed are multiplied, 
transgression in- 
creaseth : but the 
righteous shall see 
their fall 

xxix. 18. 

Where there is 
no vision, the peo. 
pie perish : 
(Explained p. 48.) 



viii. 



but he that keep- 
eth the law, happy 
is he. 



lUuatralions from Scripture. References^ 8fc, 

Moses, Ejo^?. XXX ii. 10 — 14, and Aaron, See on Prov. 

Numb. xvi. 48. f/J*"-. «• 

CII-. 1 r to "Nothing 

Elijah, Jam. v. 18. can make a 

Amos, Amos vii. 1 — 6. man so good 

Had there been ten righteous men in * patriot m 

Sodom, it would not have been destroyed, ^p'^//J//~" 

Gen. xviii. 32 See also Jer. v. 1 ; Ezek. 

xxii. 30, with respect to Jerusalem. 

Jezebel's hatred of the prophets of the 5^°^' ^^*** 

Lord, 1 Kings xviii. 4 ; xix. 2. j pgt. m. is, 

The J ews' frequent attempts to murder 14. 

Paul, Acts xxiii. 12. Matt. v. 10. 

Jonathan, 1 Sam, xix. 2. 

Obadiah, 1 Kings xviii. 4. 

The Church praying for Peter, when 
Herod was thirsting for his blood, Acts 
xii. 5. 

Priscilla and Aquila, who, for Paul's 
life, laid down tlieir own neoks, Rom, 
xvi. 4. 

The old world, but their numbers were 
no defence against divine justice. Gen. vi. 
l,&c., and Noah, though he stood alone, 
saw their fall, Gen. vii. 23. 

Sodom, Ezek. xvi. 49, and Abraham, 
who witnessed its destruction. Gen. xix. 
28. 

The consequences to the ten tribes of 
Israel, of abandoning the priesthood of 
Aaron, 1 Kings xii. 28—32 ; xiv. 14— 
16. 

The corrupt state of the priesthood 
in Judah, just before the Babylonian 
captivity, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 14 — 17. 

Hezekiah, 2 Chron, xxix ; the state of 
Judah in his reign contrasted with its 
state in the reign of his wicked father, 
2 Chron. xxviii. 19—25. 

Josiah's reign, 2 Chron, xxxiv. 33; 
2 Chron. xxxv. 18 ; contrasted with the 
state of the people in the reigns of his 
wicked sons, 2 Chron. xxxvi. 

The holy obedience of the first Chris- 
tians, enjoying the blessing of faithful 
ministers, and their happiness. Acts iL 
42—47. 



Eccles. 
12, 13. 
Pfl. xxxvii. 
34—40. 
Ps. xci. 



Prayer for 
the Clergry 
and People, 
"Almighty 
asd everlMt- 
Ing God, 
who alone 
workest great 
marvels, 
send 4lown 
upon," &c. 
John xiii. 17. 
James i. 22. 
Prov. xix. 16. 
He that 
keepeth the 
command- 
ment keep- 
eth his own 
soul. 
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lUiutrations from Scripture. References, 3fc. 



Proverbs. 

Ch. xxix. 23. 

A man's pride 



shall 
low; 



Hezekiah — the humbling message he See on Prov. 
bring him received after indulging the pride of his fj' ^' ^^"^ 
heart in showing the Babylonian princes 
his treasures, 2 Kings xx. 16 — 18. 



but honour shall 
uphold the humble 
in spirit. 



xxix. 26. 

The fear of man 
bringeth a snare ; 



but whoso putteth 
his trust in the 
Lord shall be safe. 



The deep humility of John the Bap- 
tist, in always declaring the infinite in- 
feriority of himself to Christ, John i. 
26, 27 ; and rejoicing that the jninistry 
of Christ would cast his altogether in 
the shade, John iii. 29 — 31 ; in con- 
nexion with our Lord's honourable 
mention of him as a burning and shining 
liglu, John V. 35; than whom a greater 
had not arisen among men, Matt. xi. 1 1. 

The Virgin Mary, Luke i. 28. 

Parents of the blind man; John ix. 22. 

The chief rulers in the time of our 
Lord, John xii. 42. 

Nicodemus, John iii. 2. 

Joseph of Arimathea, JoAn xix. 38. 

Even the most eminent saints, as, for 
instance, 

Abraham, Gen. xii. 11 — 13; xx. 
2—11 ; 

Isaac, Gen. xxvi. 7 ; 

Aaron, Exod. xxxii. 22; 

David, 1 Sam. xxvii. 1 ; 

Elijah, 1 Kings xix. 3, &c. 
' Peter, JJfa«. xxvl 69— 74. 

Moses, when the whole nation was 
in open rebellion, fearing not to de- 
nounce God's anger against them, for- 
bidding them ever after to enter the 
promised land, and for forty years pre- 
served among them, Numb. xiv. 22 
—39. • 

Caleb and Joshua, though the multi- 
tude sought to stone them. Numb. xiv. 
6—10. 

Elisha, unmoved and unhurt by Jeho- 
ram's threatening to murder him, 2 
Kings vi. 31, 32. 

Shadrach, (See Prov* i. 33.) 

The Apostles in the extremity of 
danger, remaining at Jerusalem, and in 
safety. Acts viii. 1. 



See on Prov. 
XV. 33. 
Matt. v. 3. 
Matt.xviii.4. 



Isa. li. 12. 
Matt. X. 28. 
83. 

Pablic Bap- 
tism of in- 
fants: *' We 
receive this 
child into the 
congrega- 
tion," &c. 
Collect for 
3rd Sunday 
after the 
Epiphany. 



"The more 
religious fear 
we have of 
God, the less 
sinftil fear 
we shall have 
of men." 



§ 6. PART V. 



Proverbs, 

Ch. XXX. 8. 
Give me neither 
poverty nor riches, 



XXX. 12. 

There is a ge- 
Deration that are 
pure in their own 
eyeS) and yet is 
not washed from 
their lilthiness. 



xxxi. 8. 
Open tliy mouth 
for the dumb, in 
the cause of all 
such as are ap- 
pointed to destruc- 
tion. 



CHAPTER XXX.— XXXI. 

Illustrations from Scripture. 

Agur's prayer compared with Jacob's 
vow, which expresses the same modera- 
tion of desire after the things of this 
world, and looking to God as his chief 
good, Gen. xxviii. 20. 

Jeremiah's direction to Baruch, Jer. 
xlv. 5. 

Paul's to Timothy, 1 Tim. vi. 8—10. 

Observe also the spirit of the prayer 
of our Lord, Matt. vi. 11 — 13. 

The Jews in the time of Isaiah, who, 
though exceedingly wicked, pretended 
to singular holiness, Isa, Ixv. 2 — 5. 

The Pharisees in the time of our 
Lord, John ix. 34. 40, 41 ; Matt, xxiii. 
13, &c. 

The Chief Priests, in condemning our 
Lord, Matt. xxvi. 65, furnish an as- 
tonishing instance of the inconsistency 
of human nature. At the very mo- 
ment they were murdering their Mes- 
siah, their consciences would not suf- 
fer them to put into the treasury the 
money which they themselves had given 
as the ** price of blood." So pure were 
they in their own eyes, that they would 
not enter the prsetor's hall, lest, as it 
was fidl of Roman soldiers, tbey should 
contract defilement by contact with 
Gentiles, John xviii. 28. 

Job's impartial justice and pity to the 
afflicted, and courage in maintaining 
their cause and right against their pow- 
erful oppressors, Job xxix. 12. 

Solomon, (in which he is a type of 
Christ,) Ps. Ixxii. 2. 12. 

Josiah contrasted with Jehoiakim, Jer. 
xxiL 16 — 17. 

One cause of the captivity of the Jews 
in Babylon was the perversion of jus- 



Praetical 

Remarks and 

References. 

See on Prov. 
xxiii 4. 



See on Prov. 
xiv. 12; xvi. 
2 ; xxi. 2. 
Jer. xvii. 9. 
2 Cor. xiii. 5. 
Communion. 
Service : the. 
CoUect:" Al- 
mighty God, 
unto whom 
all hearts," 
&c. 



The follow- 
ing refer- 
ences show 
God's parti- 
cular care of 
the stranger, 
the father- 
less, the 
widow, the 
needy, and 
destitute, 
Deut. xxvli. 
19. 
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Ch. xxxi. 30. 

Favour is deceit- 
ful, and beauty is 
vain: 



tice in their princes and magistrates, 
Jer, V. 28, 29. 

But though the immediate reference 
of this proverb is to magistrates, it ad- 
mits of a more general application. See 

p. 17. 

Abraham's prayer for Sodom, Gen. 
xviii. 

Judah's tender intercession for his 
brother Benjamin, and his father's wel- 
fare, Gen. xliv. 18 — 34. 

Esther's petition for her countrymen, 
Esth. iv. 16 ; vii. 3. 

Jonathan's for David, I Sam. xix. 4. 

The vine-dresser's for the barren fig- 
tree, Luke xiii. 8, 9. 

Ahikam's (son of Shaphan) care of 
Jeremiah, Jer. xxvi. 24. 

Nicodemus*s defence of our Lord, John 
vii. 50, 61 ; with ver. 1. 

The snare of the beauty of ungodly 
women was the first step towards the 
corruption of the church before the fiood. 
Gen, vi. 2. 

The snare into which the dancing 
of Herodias' daughter brought Herod, 
Matt, xiv. 6, 7* 

Sarah's beauty was Abraham's snare, 
Gen. xii. 11; xx. 2 — H; and yet so 
vain is beauty, that he lived to de- 
sire to bury her out of his sight, Geu, 
xxiii. 4. 

Rebekah's beauty was Isaac's^ snare, 
Gen, xxvi. 7» 

Rachel was beautiful, but envious, and 
made herself unhappy and those around 
her, Gen. xxix. 17 ; xxx. 1, 2. 

Vasliti's beauty did not preserve her 
from her husband's anger and disgust, 
Esth, i. 11, 12. 19, &c. 

Absalom, 2 Sam. xiv. 25, 26 ; xviii. 9 ; 
and Adonijah, 1 Kings i. 6, the rebellious 
sons of David, were distinguished for 
their beauty, whicli probably made him 
too indulgent to them ; for such a tend- 
ency is there in us to over-value out- 
ward appearance, that even aged Samuel 
was deceived by the countenance and 
height of Eliab, 1 Sam. xvi. 6, 7> though 
from his experience of Saul*s conduct, 
1 Sam, xiii. 13; xv. 2^, h^ must have 



Ps. Ixviii. 5 ; 
Ixxxii. 3, 4. 
and therefore 
our duty. 



3rd collect 
for Good Fri- 
day. See also 
Heb. vii. 25 ; 
ix. 24; refer- 
ring to our 
blessed Lord's 
intercession 
for us. 



Pror. xi. 22. 
James i. 11. 
1 P«t. i. 24; 
iii. 3, 4. 
1 Tim. ii. 9, 
10. 

As one in- 
tention of 
this proverb 
is to direct 
the young in 
regard to 
their settle- 
ment in life 
by marriage, 
see page 5, 
referring to 
other pro- 
verbs on this 
subject. 
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eecn how little outward appearance, 1 
Sam, ix. 2, could be depended upon, by 
which to judge of the heart. 

but a woman that Sarah for her faith, Heh,7i\,\\, and I^ov. xi. 16; 
feareth the Lord, obedience, 1 Pet. iii. 6. ^^^ *• . 

she shall be Jochebed, the mother of Moses, J^cft. u^aS. ' 

praised. xi. 23. 17, is. ' 

Hannah's meekness, prayer, praise, 
and exemplary conduct, as a mother, 
are recorded by the Holy Spirit to her 
honour, and for our imitation, 1 Sam. i. 

Esther did not trust to her beauty, 
but to prayer to God, to influence Aha- 
suerus, Esther iv. 16. 

Elisabeth stricken in years, Luke i. 
5,6. 

Anna the prophetess, eighty - four 
years of age, but adorned with the 
beauty of holiness, Luke ii. 36, 37* 

Dorcas, Acts ix. 36—39. 

Lois, .whose faith is commended by 
Paul and Eunice, 2 Tim. i. 6, an ex- 
ample to mothers, 2 Tim. iii. 15. 

The Virgin Mary, Luke i. 28—30, who 
is commended to us in Scripture for her 
piety, and without any allusion to her 
person as beautiful or otherwise. 



In conclusion, it may be remarked, that the disposition of 
mind in which this book should be read, is suggested by the 
book itself. There must be the fear of the Lord, Prov. i. 7 ; 
ix. 10 ; which, as Basil observes, is the only thing that can 
purge the soul, and prepare it to be capable of instruction. 
There must be a willingness to learn, {Prov. i. 5,) an earnest 
desire after and love of heavenly wisdom, great diligence in 
the pursuit of it, accompanied with great humility, Prov. ii. 
1 — 9 : *' Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean not 
unto thine own understanding." — " In all thy ways acknow- 
ledge him, and he shall direct thy paths," Prov, iii. 5, 6. 
" If we turn at his reproof, behold he will pour out his Spirit 
unto us ; he will make known his words unto us," Prov, i. 23. 
*« He giveth grace to the lowly," Prov, iii. 84. 



INDEX 



TO 



ILLUSTRATION OF PROVERBS 



BY SCRIPTURE EXAMPLES. 



Beyond the obvious use of this Index (that of affording reference to the 
Scripture illustrations contained in this work) another may be 
mentioned, — namely, that it may suggest topics for examination of 
children, especially in reference to Scripture characters : there 
being few characters alluded to in the Bible on which it does not 
throw some light. 



Aakon, his fear of man, xxix. 25 ; his 
want of watchAilness over his own 
heart, iv. 23 ; hig affliction, xii. 25 ; 
wisdom of his silence, x. 19; xvii. 
27; his soft answer to his brother, 
XV. 1 ; his atonement for Israel, 
xxix. 8. 

Abel, his death, xxvii. 4. 

Abel, woman of, her wisdom, xxl. 22. 

Abiah, the discredit he brought on 'his 
father, xxvi. 8. 

Abiathar, countenanced sedition, xxiv. 
21 ; his inconstancy as a friend, xxv. 
19. 

Abigail, her discretion and its good effect, 
xii. 18; XV. 1 ; xviii. 21 ; xxv. 15. 

Abijam, his preservation for David's sake, 
xi. 21. 

Abimelech, his love of power led to mur- 
der, xxviii. 17; an example of God's 
Justice, xiii. 21 ; the followers of, xii. 
11. 

Abishai, his misinterpretation of God's 
providence, xix. 2. 

Abner, his vain-glory and cruelty, xiv. 9 ; 
his shameful defeat, xxv. 8 ; his death 
an illustration of the uncertainty of 
life, xxvii. I, and of the retributive 
Justice of God, xl. 27. 



Abomination, what is such to Gk>d,— 
the froward, ili. 32 ; lying lips, xii. 
22 ; the sacrifice of the wicked, xv. 8; 
xxi. 27 ; divers weights, xx. 23 ; the 
prayer of the disobeidient, xxviiL 9 ; 
to good men, xxiv. 9. 

Abraham, his paying tithes to Melchize- 
zedek, iii. 9, 10; his piety, and the 
blessing of God upon him, iii. 32, 
S3 ; X. 25 , xii. 21 ; xxi. 21 ; xxviii. 
20 ; xxix. 16, and upon his poste- 
rity, xiii. 22; called the Mend of 
God, xxvii. 10 ; his feeling under the 
deferring of his hope of Isaac, xiii. 
12, and his Joy when it was realized, 
xxiii. 24 ; his tigal, xvii. 3; his atten- 
tion to the instruction of his famlfy, 
i. 8; his ready obedience, x. 8; his 
strong confidence in God, xiv. 26; 
his prudence, xii. 23 ; his freedom 
ftom covetousness, xi. 25; xv. 27; 
his use of riches, xxiii. 4 ; his fidelity 
as a friend, xvii. 17 ; a man of peace, 
XX. 3 ; xvii. 14 ; his ener^ and cou- 
rage in the rescue of his nephew, 
xxiv. 1 1 , 1 2 ; his prayer for the wicked, 
XX xi. 8; his conduct in the choice of 
a wife for his son, iii. 5, 6 ; iv. 26 ; 
respected by his heathen nei^lAoiii*, 
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zlii. 15; hfs want of &ith, though 
the father of the faithful, xxix. 25. 

Abraham's servant, sought God's guid- 
ance and found it, ill. 5, 6; pon- 
dered the path of his feet, iv. 26 ; 
refhuned his lips, x. 19 ; his sincerity, 
xii. 5; his attention to his camels, 
xii. 10; his prudence, xiii. 16; his 
anxiety to do his duty, xiv. 8; his 
prayer speedily answered, xv. 8. 29 ; 
his wisdom, how chiefly shown, xvi. 
20 ; instructed to speak right by his 
desire to do right, xvi. 23 ; his dili- 
gence, and its reward, xxii. 29; pros- 
perous issue of his errand, xxv. 13; 
xxvii. 18. 

Absalom, his beauty his snare, xxxi. 30 ; 
his self-conceit and vain-glory, xx. 6 ; 
xxviii. 26 ; his revenge led to mur- 
der, xxviii. 17; his flattery, xxvi. 23, 
and its ruinous effects, xxvi. 28 ; his 
treachery, xxvi. 24, 25 ; his profane- 
ness, xxi. 27; his folly and wicked- 
ness made more conspicuous by the 
honour put upon him, xxvi. 1 ; his 
expectations destroyed, xi. 7 ; xiv. 
8 ; his memory infamous, x. 7 ; xiv. 
1 7 ; the foUowers of, their folly, xii. 
II, and destruction, xxvi. 28. 

Abundance, often produces dissatisfaction 
and disgust, xxvii. 7. 

Achan, his neglect to keep his heart, iv. 
23; his hasting to be rich, xxviii. 
22 ; the evil his covetousness brought 
upon his family, xv. 27 ; his destruc- 
tion the preservation of the Israelites, 
xxi. 18. 

Achaicus, a faithAil messenger, xxv. 13. 

Adam, enticed to sin, i. 10; his affection 
for his wife, why defective, xxvii. 5 ; 
his ingratitude, xvii. 13; an instance 
of the power of conscience, xxviii. 1 ; 
his impenitence, xxviii. 13; charges 
God with the guilt of his sin, xix. 
3. 

Adam and Eve, awful consequences of 
their neglect of exact obedience, vii. 2. 

Adonibezek, his cruelty, xi. 17; an ex- 
ample of the retributive Justice of 
God, xiii. 21, and of the power of 
conscience, xx. 27. 

Adonijah, his beauty, xxxi. SO ; a spoilt 
child, xiii. 24; his rebellion against 
his father, xxi v. 21 ; snared by his 
lips, xii. 13 ; his punishment, xx. 26 ; 
xxv. 4. 

Adonlzedec, his league against the people 
of God, xi. 21. 

Adrammelerh and Sharezer, an instance 
of God overruling sin to the punish- 
ment of sin, xvi. 4. 

Adultery, the evil of, vii. 26. 

Adversity a test of friendship, xvii. 17; 
fainting under it a proof of weakness, 
xxiv. 10. 

Advice, the wisdom of attending to it, xii. 
15; xiii. 10. 

Affections, the strict guard with which 
they must be kept, iv. 23 ; when well 



regulated, contribute to health, xiv. 
SO. 

AiBiction, no one can fuUy know that of 
another, xiv. 10; our duty under it, 
iii. 11 ; fainting under it, of what a 
proof, xxiv. 10 ; how alleviated, xii. 
25 ; how aggravated, iv. 19 ; xix. 3 ; 
xxv. 20 ; when insupportable, xviii. 
14 ; the privilege of God's children 
under it, xiv. 26; its beneflt in re- 
claiming the sinner, xx. 30 ; and dis- 
posing men to be thankful for the 
smallest blessings, xxvii. 7 ; the heart 
not always benefited by it, xxvii. 22; 
the duty of friendship towards those 
suflTering under it, xvii. 17. 

Aged, when especially entitled to respect, 
xvi. 31. 

Agrippa, his heartless negligence to ob- 
tain wisdom and truth, xvii. 16 ; 
xxiii. 23. 

Agur, his hatred of lying, xiii. 5. 

Ahab, king of Israel, his ignorance that 
his sin was the cause of his troubles, 
iv. 19; xxviii. 5; his hatred of re- 
proof, XV. 12 ; consequence of sur- 
rounding himself with false prophets, 
xxv. 4, 5 ; though a king, no cause 
for envying him, xxiv. 20 ; his po- 
verty in the midst of his abundance, 
xiii. 7 ; contrasted with the widow of 
Zarephath, xvi. 8; the influence of 
his wife upon him, xxvii. 17; God's 
notice of him, xv. 3, and particularly 
of his motives, v. 21 ; God's control 
over his conduct, xxi. 1 ; his false 
repentance, xxvi. 11 ; his deceitful 
hospitality to J ehoshaphat, xxvii. 6; 
his self-conceit, iii. 7; pursued by 
evil, xiii. 21 ; his fear realized, x. 24 ; 
xii. 21 ; the issue of his perverseness, 
xi. 3 ; his destruction sudden, xxvii. 
1 ; xxix. 1 ; the curse of God in his 
famUy, iii. 33. 

Ahab (a fUse prophet in the time of Jere- 
miah), his awful punishment, xxi. 
28. 

Ahasuerus, his misplaced honour of Ha- 
man, xxvi. 8; his hasty condemna- 
tion of the Jews, xviii. 13 ; an illus- 
tration of God's providence, xxi. 1. 

Ahaz, the misery of his dependence upon 
Tilgath-pilneser, xxv. 19 ; his con- 
duct under aflniction, iii. 11; xxvii. 
22 ; his character held up to peculiar 
detestation, x. 7 ; the benefit to Judah 
from his death, xxviii. 28. 

Ahaziah (king of Israel), his vain attempt 
to injure Elijah, xxii. 8 ; his hardened 
Impenitence even on his death-bed, 
xxi. 29 ; xi. 3. 

Ahaziah (king of Judah, and nephew to 
Ahaziah, king of Israel), an awful 
example of the evil of ungodly con- 
nexions, xiii. 20. 

Ahikam (son of Shaphan), his care of 
Jeremiah, xvii. 17 ; xxxi. 8. 

Ahimelech, generously concealing David's 
sin, X. 12. 
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Ahithophel, his treachery, xxv. 19 ; his 
rebellion, xxiv. 21, overruled by God, 
xxii. 12 ; the folly of hU wisdoni, xx. 
24; his wounded spirit, xviii. 14; an 
awful warning to the wicked, v. 22 ; 
and especially to apostates, xiv. 14; 
xxi. 16. 

Amalekite, who brought Saul's crown to 
David, xii. 13. 

Amalekites, ruined by sin, xiv. 34, and 
illustrating its remote consequences, 
xiii. 21. 

Amasa (son of Hadlai), his humility and 
moderation, xxv. 21. 

Amaziah (king of Judali), his punishment 
of his father's murderers, xx. 26 ; 
his want of watchfulness over his 
own heait, iv. S3 ; his self-will, xv. 
10; his rashness, xxv. 8; his unbri- 
dled tongue, X. 8: love of strife, xx. 
3; contempt of God's word, and its 
consequences, xiii. 13. 

Amaziah (a priest of Bethel), his slander 
of Amos, XXV. 18 ; hin death, xxi. l8. 

Ammon, the princes of, sowed strife be- 
twten David iind Ilanun, xvi. 28. 

Ammonites, their rejoicing at the calami- 
ties of their enemies, xxiv. 1 7, and the 
consequences to themselves, xviii. 21. 

Ammonites and Moabites, why excluded 
the sanctuary, iii. 27. 

Amorites, consequence to the Israelites of 
not driving them out, xv. 19. 

Amos, his intercesHory prayer, xxix. 8. 

Ananias and Sapphira, their death, xviii. 
21 ; an awful example of the folly 
and guilt of lying, xii. 19 ; xiv. 8. 

Ananias of Damascus, his conduct to- 
wards Saul of Tarsus, xxv. 21. 

Anathoth, the men of, their treai-hery to 
Jeremiah, xxiv. 15, 16. 

Andrew, a cisciple of John the Baptist, 
xiii. 20. 

Angels, the fallen, their misery, xiii. 15. 

Anger, howstiried up, xv. 1 ; uniiovcmed, 
to what compared, xxv. 28; if soon 
stirred up, of what an evidence, xiv. 
17 ; restraining It, a proof of wisdom, 
xvi. 32; xix. II; compared with envy, 
xxvii. 8, 4; of the wicked, xxii. 8. 

Anna, her prayeis answered, xv. 8; her 
praise, xxxi. 30; her honourable old 
age, xvi. li\. 

Annas (the high priest), his office dis- 
graced by his conduct, xxvl. 1. 

Answer, benefit of a soft one, xv. I ; 
benefit of a seasonable one, xv. 23; 
over-ruled by God, xvi. 1. 

Antiocb in Pisidla, the Gentiles of, their 
improvement of their pri^ilegeit, x. 
6; the Jews of, their hatred to tlie 
truth, X. 12, and its consequences, x. 
21 : the devout women there, an in- 
stance of seir-dereit, xiv. 12. 

Antioch in Svria, the joy of the Christian 
church there, iii. 17. 

AntixMw, his memory blessed, x. 7. 

Apollos, his readiness to be instructed, 
i. 5; xii. 15, and his ability and suc- 



cess in instructing others, xvi. 22; 
xxiv. 5. 

Apostates, the destruction awaiting them, 
xiv. 14; xxi. 16. 

Apostles, could not fully enter into our 
Lord's joys and sorrows, xiv. 10 ; 
their contention, xvii. 19; their weak- 
ness of faith, xxiv. 10 ; their igno- 
rance of Scripture, xix. 2 ; their teach- 
ableness, i. 5; their love of truth, 
xxiii. 23 ; their watchfulneas over 
their own hearts, iv. 23 : their wis- 
dom, xvi. 20; whence they derived 
their wisdom, it. 6; xvi. 1: their 
strength, xxiv. 6 ; their boldness, 
xxviii. 1 ; their trtist in God, xxix. 
25 ; their safety in danger, xviii. 10; 
xxix. 2.) ; their care to stop conten- 
tion, xvii. 14; the success of their 
ministry, x. 21 ; xv. 4 ; their inherit- 
ance, iii. 35 ; their path as the shining 
light, iv. 18. 

Appetite, the importance of restraining it, 
xxiii. 2. 

Appii Forum, Paul met there by the bre- 
thren, xviii. 24; xxvii. 17. 

Aquila atid Pri^ciUa, their love for Paul, 
xvii. 17; xxix. 10. 

Archelaus, the cause of Joseph's fear of 
him, xxviii. 28. 

Aristarchus, a true friend, xvii. 17. 

Arrow, a false witness compared to, xxv. 
18. 

Artaxerxes, an illustration of God's pro- 
vidence, xxi. 1 ; his kindness to Ne- 
hemiah, xv. 23. 

Asa, his trust in God, iii. 5, 6; xviiL 10; 
his punishment of his mother, xx. 
26; xxv. 4, 5 ; neglected to ponder his 
path, iv. 26; his misconduct under 
re -.roof, XV. 10. 

Asahel. his raahness, xxv. 8 ; liia pride 
and death, xvi. 18. 

Ashdod, the men of, not Initructed by 
affliction, xxvii. 22. 

Asia, the seven churches of, v. 21. 

AsHyrians, destruction of 185,000 in one 
ni^hi, X. 25. 

Athaliah, her fruitless attempt to destroy 
the family of David, xxi. ^0; xxiv. 
20; her death, xi. 10; xxviii. 17; 
her expectation perishing, x. 28; her 
memory infamous, x. 7. 

Athenians, their lost opportunity of re- 
ceiving the gO)»pel, xvii, 16. 

Athenian pliilosopnerH, their folly, and 
why they never attamed to true « is- 
dom, i. 7; xiv. 6. 

Augustus Ccenar, an illustration of God's 
providence, xxi. 1. 

Authority, when exercised by the wicked, 
xxviii. 28. 

Avarice, an instance of Its leading to 
wantfi. 30,31. 

Azariah.f one of the heads of the children 
of Ephraim), his humanity to ene- 
mies, xxv. 21. 

Axariah (the hii;h priest), his bold rebuke 
otVzziahf xxvii. 5; xxviii. 1. 
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Azariah (son of Hoshaiah), his pride, 
xvi. 18. 

Baal (the prophets of), their exposure of 
the folly of their idolatry, xv. 2; their 
aw All death, xiv. 32. 

Baal-peor, destruction of those who joined 
Iii^ worship, X. 25 ; xiii. 20. 

Baaaha, his in^^ratitude, v. 21 ; the de- 
struction brought on his family, iii. 
33 ; xxviii. 2. 

Babel, tlie builders of, their vain-glory, 
XXV. 27; their peryerseness, xxi. 8; 
tlie folly of their attempt to defeat 
God's purposes, xxi. 30 ; xi. 21 ; 
God's notice of titem, v. 21 ; that 
which they most feared came upon 
them, X. 24. 

Babylon, causes of its ruin, i. 32 ; xiv. 
34; xvi. 18; an illustration of the 
vanity of this lyorld, xiv. 13; xxi. 
17 ; xxiii. 4 ; truth of Scripture illus- 
trated by its present state, xii. 19. 

Backslider, his dislike of correction, xv. 
10; the evil awaiting him, xiv. 14; 
xxi. 16. 

Balaam, bis covetousness, xv. 27 ; his folly 
in rebuking; the ass, xiii. 16 ; God's 
exact notice of him, v. 21, and control 
over him, xvi. 1 ; xxvi. 2; his in- 
consistency, xii. 26 ; xxvi. 7 ; his per- 
verseness, xi. 3; confessed his sin 
but did not forsake it, xxviii. 13 ; be- 
came a sacrifice to his own evil policy, 
xiv. :)2; xxviii. 10; hi.s infamy per- 
petuated by the Jewish law, x. 7. 

Balak, the curse he sought for others 
came upon himself, xi. 27; xxii. 8. 

Balance, a false one, xx. 23. 

Bar^bas, an instance how God overrules 
evil for good, xvi. 4. 

Barak, his faith, xxi. 31. 

Barnabas, his liberality, xxix. 7; his 
friendship for Paul, xvii. 17 ; his dis- 
cretion, xxiii. 9 ; his humility, xxvii. 
21 ; the blei^sing attending his minis- 
try, xvi. 22 ; his contention witli Paul, 
XV. I ; his want of firmncfis, xxvii. 5. 

Banich, Jeremiah's advice to him, xxiii. 
4. 

Barzillai, a sincere friend, xvii. 17 ; a 
pattern to the aged, xvi. 31. 

Bathsheba, her son's respect to her, xxiii. 
22. 

Beauty, its vanity, xxxi. 30. 

Belshazzar, his neglect of warnings, xv. 
82 ; God's notice of his profaneness, 
V. 21 ; XV. 3 ; the issue of his feast to 
a thousand of his lords, xiv. 13; xx. 
1 ; xxvii. 1 ; his fears realized, x. 24 ; 
driven away in his wickedness, xiv. 
32 : contrasted with Daniel, x. 2. 

Benevolence, should be prompt, iii. 27; 

how it may be shown by the poor, 

xix. 22 ; its reward, xi. 25 ; guilt and 

dan<;er of the want of it, xxi. 13; 

* xxiv. 11, 12. 

Benhadad (king of Syria), proud of his 
own power, xvi. 18; bis army limiting 



that of God. xix. 2 ; his drunkenness, 
XX. 1, and death, xxvi. 6 ; xxvii. I. 

Bereans, their anxiety for instruction, i. 
5; XV. 14. 

Berechiah, his humanity, xxv. 21. 

Bethel, the children of, scorners, xxiv. 9 ; 
their destruction, xviii. 7; xxvi. 2; 
the lying propiiet of, xii. 5. 

Bethsaida, had no heart for wisdom, xvii. 
16. 

Bethshemesh, the men of, a warning 
against irreverence, xxviii. 14. 

Bigtban andTeresh, tlieir attempt to as- 
sassinate Ahasuerus, xxvi. 27 ; the 
time when Mordecai was rewarded 
for preventing it, an illustration of 
God's providence, xxi. 1. 

Blind man at Jerusalem, his treatment by 
the Sanhedrim, a snare to his parents, 
xxix. 25. 

Blind men by the way-side, want of sym- 
pathy in the multitude for them, xiv. 
10. 

Boasting, its folly, xxv. 14, and danger, 
X. 8; xi. 11; iu commonness, and 
yet the little ground for it, xx. 6; 
cautions against it, xxvii. 1. 

Boaz, his kindness to aged Naomi, though 
only the mother-in-law of his wife, 
xxiii. 22. 

Bribery, is not the way to prosper, xv. 27. 

Brother, the conduct of Cain as one, 
xxvii. 4 ; of Ishmael, xxii. 10 ; of 
Joseph, xvii. 17; of Joseph's bre- 
thren, xix. 21; xxvii. 10; of Judah, 
xii. 10; xxxi. 8 of Moses, xx. 3; 
xvii. 27 ; of Andrew, xiii. 20 ; of the 
man who came to our Lord, xvi. 2. 

Brutes, the object of a righteous man's 
regard, xii. 10. 

Buying and selling, the strictest integrity 
required in it, xx. 23. 

Calaphas (the high priest), his tongue 
overruled by God, xvi. I ; disgraced 
his office, xxvi. 1. 

Cain, his sacrifice, xv. 8; despised in- 
struction, i. 7 ; hardened his face, xxi. 
29: his deceit towards his brother, 
xxvi. 24, 25 ; his trying to hide his 
sin, xxviii. 1 .3 ; his murmuring gainst 
God, xix. 3; hiswounded spirit, xviii. 
14; his abandonment of his religious 
privileges, xxvii. 8. 

Xalamity, the bin of being glad at that of 
othen, xvii. 5. 

Caleb, his report or the promised land, xii. 
19 ; his decision, ix. 6 ; his preserva- 
tion, xii. 13; xxix. 25; a blessing 
descending on his posterity, xiii. 22. 

Canaanites, their fear:» realized, x. 24 ; their 
vain attempt to escape God's wrath, 
xi. 21 ; sin, their ruin, xiv. 34 ; their 
hardness of heart, xxviii. 14; driven 
away in iheir wickedne»s, xiv. 32. 

Canaan, woman of. See Syro-Phoenician 
woman. 

Capernaum, its neglect of its privilegeti 
xvu. 16. 
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Centurion, his mercy to others a benefit 
to himself, xi. 17; his humility, xv. 
33: our Lord's notice of it, xxvii. 2. 

Centurion's servant, xxvii. 18. 

Chaldeans, impoverished by sin, x. 3 ; 
those jealous of Shadrach, &c. xvl. 28. 

Chance, what is so to man is the appoint- 
ment of God, xvi. 33. 

Change, caution against a fondness for it, 
xxiv. 21. 

Charity, enforced, iii. 27; its value de- 
pends not so much on the amount as 
on the motive, xix. 22. 

Chastening of the Lord, how to be borne, 
iii. ] 1 ; see Correction. 

Cherdalaomer, his sudden overthrow, 
xxvii. 1. 

Children, on the education of, xiii. 24; 
the duties of, xxiii. 22 ; the two great 
rules for their conduct, i. 7 — 9 ; when 
a source of joy to their parents, xxiii. 
24 ; undutif ul, x. 1 ; the benefit ari- 
sing to them from pious ancestors, xiii. 
22; stubborn children, xix. 25. 

Children of God, their privileges, xiT. 26. 

Christ, the Lord Jesus, his filial piety, 
xxiii. 22 ; his tenderness to his disci- 
ples, X. 12; xvi. 24; his prudence, 
ix. 8; xii. 23; xiii. 16; his humility, 
XXV. 27 ; his anger, xiv. 29 ; his 
kindness to the penitent woman, xvi. 
24 ; his direction to the Sadducees, 
xxiv. 21 ; his love for his enemies, 
xxiv. 17; his sufierings, xiv. 10; had 
none to sympathize with him under 
his sufferings, xiv. 10; his dignity on 
his trial, xxv. 28; his omniscience, 
V. 21 ; XV. II; xvii. 3; the wisdom 
of God, and as such his invitation to 
sinners, i. 20; prophecies concern- 
ing him, xii. 19 ; the blessedness of 
those who serve him, iii. 35; xiii. 
21; xxvii. 18; those who believe 
in him delivered from the fear of 
death, xii. 28, and their wisdom 
manifested at the day of judgment, 
xii. 8. 

Christians, professing, the self-deceit of 
many, xiv. 12 : their haste to be rich, 
as alluded to by Paul, xxviii. 20. 

Christians, early, their holy obedience and 
distinguished privileges, xxix. 18; 
their liberality, xxix. 7. 

Church before the flood, one cause of its 
corruption, xxxi. 30 ; her prayer for 
Peter, xv. 29 ; her prosperity after the 
death of Herod Agrippa, xxviii. 28. 

Churches, the seven, of Asia, our Lord's 
exact notice of, v. 21. 

City, when it rejoiceth, xl. 10 ; how it is 
exalted, xi. II ; what is better than 
taking one, xvi. 32; who bring it 
into a snare, xxix. 8 ; what compared 
to one broken down, xxv. 28, and to 
a strong one, xviii. II. 

Commandments of God. the duty and be- 
nefit of exact obedience to 1 hem, vii. 2. 

Companions, on the choice of, i. 10; iv. 
14; ix. 6; xiii. 20; xv. 12. 



Confidence in danger, how to be attained, 
iii. 25, 26; xiv. 26; xxi. 31; mis- 
placed, the evil of, xxv. 19. 

Coniah (son of Jehoiakim}, his punishr 
ment, iii. 33. 

Conscience, its nature and oflSce, xx. 27 ; \ 
its power, xviii. 14; xxviii. I ; Rahab, 
an instance of one obedient to its con- 
victions, ix. 6 ; may be scrupulous 
without being enlightened, xxx. 12; 
the contentment arising from a good 
one, xiv. 14; xxix. 6. 

Consideration, the duty of it, before we 
act, iv. 26; evil of the want of it, 
xxv. 8. 

Contention, one chief source of it, xiii. 
10 ; duty of avoiding it, xvii. 14 ; is a 
fruitful source of other sins, xvii. 19. 

Corinthians, their change of character by 
their conversion, xii. 26 ; xv. 3.3 ; 
theii self-conceit, xiii. 7 ; xxi. 2 ; 
their strife, xvii. 19 ; their obedience 
under reproof, xxv. 12; their igno- 
rance of the feelings under which 
Paul wrote his first epistle, xiv. 10. 

Cornelius, his prayer heard, xv. 8. 29 ; his 
mercy to others a benefit to himself, 
xi. 17; his earnestness after religious 
instruction, xv. 14 ; his growth in 
knowledge and grace, iv. 18. 

Correction, how it ought to be borne, iii. 
11 ; a mark of God's love, iii. 12; to 
whom grievous, xv. 10 ; who espe- 
cially need it, x. 13; its benefit, iii. 
13; XX. 30; on a parent's use of it, 
xiii. 24. See Reproof. 

Counsel, evil of the want of it, xi. 14 ; 
wisdom of hearkening to it, xii. 15 ; 
none against the Lord, xxi. 30 ; good, 
its value, xxvii. 9 ; of the wicked, 
xii. 5; of God irresistible, xix. 21; 
consequences of not attending to that 
of God, i. 30, 31. 

Counsels, wiise, how to attain, i. 5. 

Covetousness, brings trouble on a man's 
family, xv. 27 ; cautions against it, 
xxiii. 4; instances of freedom from it, 
iv. 23. 

Crucifiers of our Lord, those converted at 
the day of Pentecost, i. 23. 

Cruelty, brings its own pimishment, xL 
17 ; to animals, xii. 10. 

Cry of the poor, danger of not attendini 
to it, xxi. 13. 

Curse comes not causeless, xxvi. 2; oi 
theXord, iii. 33. 

Cush, the Benjamite, xxvi. 27. 

Cyrus, an illustration of God's providence, 
xxi. 1. 

Dagon, the incurable folly of its worship- 
pers, xxvii. 22. 

Damaris, her decision, ix. 6 ; her im< 
provement of religious privilege, x.5. 

Dan, the tribe of, an illustration of the 
evil of sloth, xv. 19. 

Daniel, his early piety, iv. 14; viii. 17; 
pondered the path of his feet, iv. 26; 
hia thoughts right, xii. 5 ; his wiadom. 
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xi. 2; zii. 8; whence he derived his 
wUdom, ii. 6; hia huniilUy, xv. 33; 
hi« integrity, xii. 22; his thankful- 
neM in anticipation of trial, x. 28 ; 
hi» peace and nafety under it, i. 33 ; 
xiir. H ; hi» deliverance from it, xl. 
Hi the reward of his obedience, x. 2 ; 
xxii. U ; his deep sense of sin, xx. 9 ; 
God's r^Mly attention to his prayer, 
XV. 8. 29 i in favour with God and 
man, xlv. 9 ; xii. 26; xxviil. 20. 

Daniers accusers, their flatterv, xxix. 5 ; 
their deceit, xil. 6 ; its folly, xiv. 8 ; 
its punishment, xii. 13; xxvi. 27. 

Bjuius, an instrument of God's provi- 
dence, xxi. 1 ; his love for Iteniel, 
XXV. 20; entangled by flattery, xiv. 
16 ; xxix. 5. 

Darkness, the way of the wicked is as, 
iv. 19. 

Dathan, )iis pride, xiii. 10; terms in 
which he speaks of Egypt, xv. 2. 

Dsthan and Abiram, their contempt of 
Moses' expostulation, xv. 32; their 
death, xi. 21 ; xiv. 32. 

David, (1 ) References to his history before 
be ascended the throne—- command of 
temper with his brother, xii. 16 ; his 
desire to do his duty, xiv. 8; his 
humility, xviii. 12; his trust in God, 
lii. 5. 7; xiv. 26; his strength, xxlv. 
5; his wisdom, xii. 8; xxvii. 21 ; 
xxviii. 6; his readiness to take ad- 
vice, XX. 3; his preservation from 
the danger he incurred by sinful 
connexions, 11. 8; his exemplary 
conduct to 8aul, iv. 23 ; x. 12 ; xxiv. 
17; XXV. 15; his compassion to an 
Egyptian slave, xi. 17 ; (2; On his 
ascending the throne, — his forgive- 
ness of enemies, xx. 22 ; his abhor- 
rence of treachery, xx. 26 ; his way 
made plain, xv. 19; his regard for 
Jonathan's children, xviii. 24 ; his 
zeal for God's honour, xil. 5 ; his 
hastv condemnation of Mephibosheth, 
xviii. 13; his want of watchfulness, 
xxviii. 17 ; overcome by unbridled pas- 
sions, vii. 26; his grievous fall, xxv. 
26 ; his vain attempt to hide his sin, 
xxvi. 27 ; murdered Uriah, v. 21 ; his 
punishment, xl. 31 ; deeply wounded 
by the treachery of Ahithophel, xxv. 
19; an instance of the heart knowing 
its own bitterness, xiv. 10; his resig- 
nation under chastisement, ill. 1 1 ; 
God's covenant with him, x. 25 : evil 
of his not hearkening to Joab, xii. 15 ; 
xxviii. 26 : too indulgent as a father, 
xiii. 24: xxvii. 5; his dying advice to 
Solomon, xv. 4; hla hope in death, 
xiv. 32. 

Death, how first incurred, xiii. 15; in 
the power of the tongue, xviii. 21 ; of 
Judas and Peter contrasted, xi. 18; 
of the wicked, x. 25 ; xl. 7 ; of the 
righteous, xiv. 32. 

Death eternal, may be in the way of it 
without knowing it, xiv. 12 ; the rood 



that leads to it, xxi. 16; how to 
escape It, xil. 28. 

Deborah (Rebekah's nurse), the respect 
paid her, xxvii. 18. 

Debts, the payment of, enforced, ill. 27. 

Deceit, characterizes the designs of the 
wicked, xii. 5 ; often covers hatred, 
xxvi. 24, 25; its folly, x. 18; xi. 18; 
xiv. 8 ; its danger, xxvi. 27 ; an abo> 
mination to God, xx. 23. 

DeUght what, is so to the Lord, xil. 22; 
XV. 8. 

Demas entered the path of the wicked, 
iv. 14, 15; his apostasy, xv. 24; xxiii. 
23; xxvi. II. 

Demetrius, his deceit, xii. 5 ; the folly of 
his Instruction, xvi. 22. 

Depravity of human nature, marks of It, 
xix. 3; beyond human power to re- 
move, XX. 9 ; capable of resisting the 
most awful Judgments, xxvii. 22, and 
overcoming the strongest convictions, 
xxvi. 1 1 . 

Destruction, causes of it, worldly pros- 
perity, i. 32 ; an ungovemed tongue, 
X. 14; xviii. 7; want of wisdom, x. 
21 ; perverseness, xi« 3; despising 
God's word, xiii. 13; evil company, 
xiii. 20; pride, xvi. 18; xvii. 19; 
xviii. 12; robbery and injustice, xxi. 
7; flattery, xxvi. 28; of the wicked, 
no cause of fear to Uie righteous, iii. 
25, 26. 

Devices of the wicked, bring upon them 
hatred, xiv. 1 7 ; become their own 
punishment, 1. 30, 31. 

Devil, his falsehood and hatred, xxvi. 28 ; 
his mocking at sin, xlv. 9 ; defeated 
by bis own weapons, xxv. 2; xxvi. 
9; the more mined by his success, 
xi. 18. 27; xxviii. 10. 

Diligence, the way to competency, xU. 
11 ; a source of power, xii. 24, and of 
honour, xxii. 29; xxvii. 18; necessary 
In keeping the heart, iv. 23 ; wisdom 
of, in Improving religious privileges, 
X. 5 ; eviJ from the want of it, xv. 19. 

Dinah entered into the path of the wicked, 
iv. 14. 

Dionysius, the Areopagite, his wisdom, 
Ix. 6; X. 5. 

Dlotrephes, his opposition to the apostle 
John, xii. 23. 

Direction from God, bow obtained, iii. 
5, 6. 

Discretion, how shown, xix. 11; neces- 
sary in giving reproof; ix. 8. 

Dishonesty, destructive to those who 
practise it, xxi. 7. 

Doeg, a tale-bearer, xi. 18; a false-wit- 
ness, though not speaking a direct 
untruth, xxiv. 28; his mischievous 
influence over Saul, xviii. 21, and 
wicked compliance with his cruelty, 
xxiv. II, 12. 

Dorcas, her memory blest, x. 7. 

Drunkard, returns to his sin as a dog to 
his vomit, xxvL U. 

Dnmkenness, the evil of it, xx. 1. 
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Daty, attention to it, our chief wisdom, 
xiv. 8; to whom it is made plain, 
XV. 19 ; danger of wuidering from it, 
xxvii. 8. 

Ebed-melech, an Ethiopian, his friend- 
ship for Jeremiah, xvii. 17; his re- 
marlcable preservation, iii. 25, 26. 

Edomites, their pride, xvi. 18; their con- 
duct towards Judah, xvii. 5. 

Egypt, the prophecy concerning its pre- 
sent state, xii. 19. 

Egyptians, spoiled by the Israelites, xiii. 
22 ; for whom they were a ransom, 
xxi. 18 ; their hardness of heart, 
xxi. 29 ; their idolatry their ruin, xiv. 
34. 

Egyptian slave, David's kindness to one, 
xi. 17. 

Elah (king of Israel), his drunkenness, 
XX. 1 ; his sudden and violent death, 
X. 25 ; xxvili. 2. 

Eldad and Medad, Moses' feeling towards 
them, xiv. oO. 

Eleazar and Ithamar, sons of Aaron, their 
affliction under the loss of their bro- 
thers, xii. 25. 

Eli, too indulgent as a parent, xiii. 24; 
xiv. 29 : xxvii. 5 ; his harshness to 
Hannah, xiv. 10. 

Eliab, Samuel's mistake concerning him, 
xxxi. 30 ; his unkind conduct to his 
younger brother, xii. 16. 

Eliakim, his encouraging message to He- 
zekiah, xxv. 13. 

Eliashib, the grandson of, an instance of 
the evil of forming ungodly connec- 
tions, iv. 14. 

Elihu, the wisdom of his silence, x. 19; 
his respect for the aged, xvi 31. 

Elijah, God's care of him, x. 3, and regard 
to his prayer, xv. 8 ; xxix. 8 ; his 
wisdom, XV. 2; liis boldness, xxviii. 
1 ; contrasted with the wicked, xxviii. 
4; his weakness of faith, xxiv. 10 ; 
xxvii, 8; xxix. 25; his translation, 
xxvii. 18 ; contrasted with Ahab, 
xxviii. 6. 

Eliphaz, his harsh censure of Job, xv. 1 : 
xix. 2 ; his submission under reproof, 
XV. 32. 

Elisabeth (mother of John the Baptist), 
her praise, xxxi. 30. 

Elisha, the benefit which arose to him 
from his acquaintance with Elijah, 
xiii. 20; xxvii. 18; xxviii. 20; his 
watchfulness over his own heart, iv. 
23; his trust in, and preservation by, 
God, iii. 25, 26; xxix. 25; his death- 
bed, xvi. 31 ; xxii. 11 ; his reproof of 
Joash, xiv. 29 ; was the real defence 
of Israel, xi. 11; miracle wrought by 
his dead body, x. 7 ; his miracles 
wrought no amendment in the cha- 
racter of the Israelites, xxi. 8 ; bis 
servant, xx. 12. 

Elymas, his sin, xvii. 20 ; his punish- 
ment, X. 13: xxviii. 10; the benefit 
attending it, xix. 25. 



Emmaus, the two discii^es going- to, 
their deferred hope, xiii. 12; their 
conduct under reproof, xv. 32 ; ix. 
8 ; xiv. 6 ; xix. 25 ; their joy, xii. 
25. 

Endor, witch of consequences to Sanl of 
consulting her, i. 30, 31. 

Enemies, our duty to, xx. 22 ; xxiv. 1 7 ; 
xxv. 21 ; their false kindness con- 
trasted with the reproofs of a true 
friend, xxvii. 6. 

Enoch, his translation, xii. 28; xxvii. 18. 

Envy, destructive of health, xiv. 30; the 
prosperity of the wicked no cause for 
it, xxiv. 19, 20; compared with anger 
and wrath, xxvii. 4. 

Epaphroditus, the messenger of the Fhi- 
lippians to Paul, xxv. 13; a fine ex- 
ample of Cliristian love, xvii. 17. 

Ephesians, the ciiange produced on them 
by the reception of the Gospel, ix. 6; 
xii. 26; xiii. 7 ; xv. 33. 

Ephesus, the mob at it, stirred up by De- 
metrius, XV. 2; xxv. 28; xxvii. 4. 

Ephesus, church of, our Lord's notice of 
it after his ascension, v. 21 . 

Ephraim, men of, their hastiness of tem- 
per, xii. 16; their pride, xiii. 10; a 
warning against strife, xvii. 14; xx. 
3; when humble were honoured, xv. 
33 ; drunkards of, xx. 1. 

Esau, his neglect of his religious privi- 
leges, X. 5 ; his quarrel with his bro- 
ther, X. 1 ; xxv. 28 ; his marriage, 
X. 1 ; intent on the present gratifica- 
tion of his appetites, xxiii. 2 ; his heart 
overruled by God, xx. 24. 

Esau, the house of, God's punishment of 
it, iii. 33; xxiv. 18. See Edomites. 

Esther, her patriotism, xxxi. 8 ; her 
prayer to G<id, xvi. 3 ; xxxi. 30 ; her 
appeal to her husband, xviii. 21 ; 
came out of trouble, xii. 13; a noble 
instance of the right use of influence, 
iii. 27. 

Ethiopian nobleman, his desire after spi- 
ritual knowledge, x. 3; xv. 14; xviii. 
I ; his teachableness, i. 5; the blessing 
attend in«!r it, xiv. 6; his path as the 
shining light, iv. 18. 

Eunice, her piety and example to mothers, 
i. 7, 8, 9 ; xxxi. 30. 

Eve, deceived by the devil, xxvi. 24, 25, 
her desire of forbidden knowledge, 
xix. 2; her self-deceit, xiv. 12; her 
ingratitude, xvii. 13; her disolje- 
dience and its awful consequences, 
vii. 2 ; xiii. 15. 

Evil, how to be preserved from the fear 
of it, i. .S8; foreoeen by the prudent, 
xxii. 3 ; directed by God, xxvi. 2 ; 
overruled to the l)enefit of the right- 
eous, xii. 21 ; will return upon tfaoie 
who attempt it, xxvi. 27 ; pursues 
and clings to sinners from genera- 
tion to generation, xiii. 21 ; xvii. 13. 

Evils, outward, contrasted with those of 
the mind, xviii. 14. 

■Exekiel, his boldness and love in the re- 
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proof of sin, xxvUi. 1 ; ht« ti«lon of 
the destruction of Jerusftleni, xi. S ; 
• hill pieMure in executiiiR the most 
arduous duties, x. 8 ; God's notice of 
him, XV. S. 

Etektel. tite hearers of» their ears grati- 
fied but their hearts unchanged, x. 
9; xxvt. 2.1. 

Eara, hin tnist in God, xvi. S: honoured 
ofmiin, xxit. I \ : his deep sense of sin, 
XX. 0; xii. 25; his prayer answered, 
XV. 29; encouraged by Sliechaniah, 
xii. 2d ; xxvii. 9. 

Fathers, instances of those who had Joy 
in their children, x. 1 ; xxiii. 24. 

Favour, tiow tu obtain it, xi. 27 ; xiil. 15; 
xiv. 9; the deceitfUlness of, xxxi. Su. 

Fear, remedy ngamst it, i. 33 ; iii 25, 26. 

Pear of the Lord, exhortation to, xxiv. 
21 ; the blessing it conn^rs on poverty, 
XV. IG ; the foundation of all wi^dom, 
i. 7; XV. 33; the confldence it in- 
spires, xiv. 26 ; the reward attending 
it, xiii. 13; xxxi. 30; the happinekS 
of him who makes it the ruling prin- 
ciple, xxviii. 14. 

F»ar of man. xxix. 25. 

Fear of the wicked, x. 24. 

Felix, his abuse nt hid high station, xxvi. 
I ; an instance of the power of con- 
science, xxviii. I ; holden with the 
cords of his nins, v, 22 ; his procrasti- 
nation ended in final apostaxy, xvii. 
16; contrasted with Paul, xxviii. 6. 

Ftettus, his inability to account for Paul's 
conduct, xiv. 10. 

Fig-tree, who shall eat the fhiit of it, 
xxvii. 18. 

FUlhiness, those not washed lh>m it, xxx. 
12. 

First-fVuits, God to be honoured with, 
iii. 9. 

Flattery, often used to conceal hatred, 
xxvi. 24, 2.^ : is ruiitous, xxvi. 28; 
xxix. 5; of a ninn'» self, xiv. 12. 

FoUv, proofH of it, despising instruction, 
). 7 ; abuse of prosperity, i. 82 ; vain 
boasting, X. 8; deceit and slander, x. 
18; folluwi.ig vain persons, xii. 11; 
self-conceit, xii. 15; irritable temper, 
xii. 16; xiv. 17. 29; expecting to 
prosper by deceit, xiv. 8 ; mocking at 
Bin, xiv. 9; credulity, xiv. 15 ; (Vetung 
against the Lord. xix. S; drunken- 
ness, XX. I ; meddling, xx. 3; want 
of forethought, xxii. 9; how totrent 
it, x. IS; xxiii. 9 ; incurable, xxvi. 
11. 12: xxvii. 22. 

Fools, state of their heart indisposes them 
to the rccvption of wisdom, xvii. 16; 
thfir Inheritance, iii. 95 ; cause of 
their perihhing. x. 21 ; Xviii. 7. 

Fortunatus, a comfort to Paul, xxv. 13. 

Friendship, proofs of it. xvii. 17; xxvll. 
6. 6: its value, xiii. 20; xxvii. 17; 
Insincere, xix. 22 ; xxv. 19 ; xxvi. 
23 ; xxvii. 6 ; how to preserve it, 

zriil. 24. 



Froward, hatefbl to God. Hi. 32; an an- 
noyance to others, xvi. 28, and iK-bet 
theirown path with ditticulties, xxii. 5. 

Futurity, Ignorance of, xxvii. 1. 

Gaa), hit rashness, vain-glory, and tlio 
shame it brought upon him, xxv. 8. 

Gad, the tribe of, their trust in God, iii. 
5,6. 

Gadarenes (or Gergesenes), had no heart 
lor wisdom, xvii. 16 ; illustrate the 
evil of ignorance and of the indispo- 
sition to be instructed, xtx. 2; xv. 
.12. 

Gain, greediness of. its folly, xv. 27. 

Gaius, his hospitality, xviii 24. 

Galatian Church, dnnger of their false 
confidence, xiv. 12; strife introduced 
by flUse teachers, xvi. 28 ; their self- 
conceit, xxi. 2. 

Gedaliah, his incredulity, xxii. S; mur> 
dered by Ishmael, xii. 5. . 

Gehasi, his punishment, xiii. 5 ; illustrao 
tingthefbllyofdeotfit, xiv. 8; xii. 19; 
the punishment of his ctivetouaness 
entniled on his posterity, xv. 27; 
contrasted with Elisha, xxviii. 20. 

Gentile world, illustrating the evil of ig- 
norance of God, xix. 2. 

Gerisim, temple of, note to, iv. 14. 

Geshem, his deceit, xll. 5 ; xxvii. 6. 

Gibeonites, how atifected by the taking of 
Jericho, xix. 25. 

Gideon, his humility, xv. 83 ; his com- 
mand of temper, xii. 16 ; xv. 1 ; his 
fireedom flroni ambition, iv. 23; xxiv. 
21. 

Gideon's sons, their murderers overtaken 
bv God's Justice, xiii. 21. 

Gift, boasting of a false one, xxv. 14. 

Gifts. 8ee Hriliery. 

Gladness a pious chi'd a source of, x. 1 ; 
the hope of the righteous shall l)e, x. 
28 ; gtitit of. nt the miseries of others, 
xvii. 5; xxiv. 17. 

Glorv, who shall inherit it, ill. 95 : what 
Is not, xxv 27 ; In what it consists, 
xix II; the hoary head when a crown 
of, xvi. 91. 

God, all the faculties of man, and the 
power and disposition to use them 
aright, from him, xx. 12; his notice 
of man's way, v. 21 ; direction of 
man's steps, xvi. 1.9; xx. 24; pon- 
ders and tiies the heart, xvi. 2 ; xvii. 
3; xxi. 2; xxiv. 12; nothing escapes 
him, XV. 3. 11; his counsels and 
decrees irresistible, xvi. 4 ; xix. 21 ; 
xxi. 1. 30; his providence unsearch- 
able, xxv. 2, and remarkably shown 
in the preservation of the Scriptures, 
xxii. 12; hia regard for those who 
speak and act sincerely, xii. 22 ; 
what is an abomination to him. See 
Abomination. 

Goliath, his vain-glory, xiii 16; hit curie 
harmless, xxvi. 2; hit expeetatioD 
disappointed, x. 28; his deatruction, 
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Good, not to withhold it, iii. 27; doing it, 
a benefit to ouritelves, xi. 17. 27 ; xiii. 
21 ; he that handleth a matter wisely 
shall find it, xvi. 20. 

Good man, his inheritance, xiii. 22; is 
satisfied from himself, xiv. 14. 

Good news, xxv. 25. 

Good understanding, xiii 15. 

Good word, xii. 25 ; xv. 23. 

Gospel, enlarged views of it, how at- 
tained by the apostles, i. 5 ; publicity 
given to it, i. 20 ; the joy consequent 
on receiving it, iii. 17 ; the reward 
attendant on the propagation of it, 
xi. 18; beneficial effect on the char 
racter, xii. 20; those who receive it 
possessed of great riches, xiii. 7 ; its 
nature, xx. 15. 

Grace, restraining, illustration of, ii. 8. 

Habakkuk, bis confidence in God, xiv. 
26. 

Habit, the force of, v. 22 ; xxvL 11. 

Uagar, her misconduct as a servant, 
xxvii. 8 ; God's notice, xv. 3, and 
care of her, xx. 12. 

Haman, his deceit, xii. 5; his vexation 
in the midst of bis abundance, xiii. 
7; xiv. 10; the result of his casting 
lots an illustration of God's provi- 
dence, xvi. 33 ; contrasted with Mor- 
decai, xi. 8 ; involved himself in de- 
struction, XX vi. 27 ; his cruelty visited 
on his sons, xi. 17; for whom his 
wealth was laid up, xiii. 22 ; his me- 
mory infamous, xiv. 17. 

Hananiah (a false prophet in the time of 
Jeremiah), his deceitful promises, 
xxv. 14 ; his death, xii. 19 ; xxi. 28. 

Hananiah (ruler of the palace in the time 
of Nehemiah), his faithfulness, xxviii. 
20. 

Hannah, her anguish of spirit mistaken 
by Eli, xiv. 10; her meekness, xv. I ; 
her desire granted, x. 24; xiiL 12; 
her piety and the honour put upon it, 
xxxi. 30. 

Hanum (king of Ammon), badly advised, 
xvi. 28. 

Happiness, not dependent upon outward 
circumstances, xv. 16 ; xxix. 6 ; the 
way to it, iii. 17; xvi. 20; sloth, a 
great enemy to it, xv. 19. 

Happiness of the Christian, hidden from 
the world, xiv. 10 ; iii. 32 ; contrasted 
with that of the world, xiv. 13. 

Hastiness of spirit, its folly, xiv. 29.. 

Hatred stirs up strife, x. 12 ; the folly of 
hiding it, x. 18 ; neglect of reproving 
his son, a proof of it in a &ther, 
xiii. 24 ; object of that of the righteous, 
xiii. 5. 

Hatred of the wicked, ix. 8; xxix. 10. 

Hatred of reproof, its danger, xv. 10. 

Hatred of gifts, its benefit, xv. 27. 

Hazael, his self-deceit, xvi. 2; xxviii. 
26 ; his punishment, iii. 33. 

Health, promoted by well-regulated aflTec- 
tions, xiv. 30. 



Heart, God rules over it, xvi. 1. 9; xix. 
21 ; xxi. 1 ; its Joys and sorrowa can- 
not be fully known to another, xiv. 
10 ; is known to God, and to God 
only, XV. 1 1 ; xvii. 3 ; xxi. 2 ; xxiv. 
12 ; insufficiency of worldly gratifica^ 
tions to satisfy it, xiv. 13; how glad- 
dened, xii. 25 ; the folly of trusting 
it, xxviii. 26 ; how it should be kept, 
iv. 23; purity of, its benefit, xxii. 11 ; 
consequences of its departure from 
God, xiv. 14, and of hardening it, 
xxviii. 14 ; evil of a perverse one, 
xii. 8 ; a haughty one, of what a foz«- 
runner, xviii. 12 ; influence of a right 
state of it in our intercourse with 
others, xvi. 23, and in our aearch 
atter truth, its tendencies alike in all 
ages, xxvii. 19 ; its depravity beyond 
our own cure, xx. 9. 

Heavenly-mindedneBs,a preservative from 
sin, XV. 24. 

Heaviness of heart, source of, x. 1 ; how 
alleviated, xii. 25; how aggravated, 
xxv. 20 ; the end of worldly mirih, 
xiv. 13. 

Herod the Great, his deceit, xii. 5; xxvi. 

24, 25 ; his expectation disappointed, 
X. 28 ; xxi. 30 ; contrasted with the 
shepherds, xv. 16. 

Herod Antipas (son of Herod the Great), 
his reverence for John the Baptist, 
xii. 26 ; his rash oath, xiii. 16 ; aold 
the truth for sensuality, xxiii. 23; 
his contempt of our Lord,xviL 16; an 
instance of the evil of ungodly con- 
nexions, xvi. 28; xxvii. 17; of the 
force of conscience, xx. 27, xxriiL 1 ; 
and of the dominion of sin, xxvi. 1 1 . 

Herod Agrippa (nephew of Herod Anti- 
pas), his vanity, xvi. 18; ruined by 
flattery, xxvi. 28 ; xxvii. 21 ; God's 
notice of him, xv. 3; his wretched 
end, xiii. 5. 

Herodias, her evil influence on Herod 
Ahtipas, xvi. 28 ; xxvii. 17. 

Hezekiah, his trust in God, iiL 5, 6 ; his 
refuge under trouble, xiv. 26 ; xviii. 
10; God's kind message to hbn, xii. 

25, and answer to his prayer, xv. 29 ; 
his ignorance of his own heart, xix. 
2 ; his pride, xxix. 23 ; the intention 
of his trial, xvii. 3; his repentance, 
xxi. 29 ; his resignation under chas- 
tisement, iii. 1 1 ; the blessing attend- 
ing his pious reign, xi. 10; xvL 20; 
xxviii. 2 ; contrasted with his father 
Ahaz, xxix. 18 ; contrasted with Sen- 
nacherib, xiii. 16. 

Hiel, his punishment, a remarkable in- 
stance of the certainty of God's threat- 
enings, xxvi. 2. 

Hiram, his love for David, xxvii. 10; 
contrasted with Adon^ah, xviiL 24. 

Honesty, strictly enforced, xx. 23. 

Honour, what is truly so, xvi. 32 ; xx. 8 ; 
the way to it, xv. 33; xviii. 12 ; xxi. 
21 ; xxii. 29 ; upholds the humble, 
xxix. 23 ; ia thrown away upon a fool. 
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zxvi. 1. 8; natkoftl, how obtained, 
ZtT. S4. 

Hope, deferred, iti effect on the heart, 
jdii. 12 ; in death, by whom posseta- 
ed, xiT. 32 ; of the wicked, iti Tanity, 
xL 7 ; of the righteoui and wicked 
eontraated, x. 28. 

Hophni and Phineaa, disregard of their 
fkther, L 7 ; themselves despised, xii. 
8; their awful death, xiv. 32; eon- 
traated with Samuel, xii. 28. 

Hooea, remarks on their uae by the Jews, 
xzi.Sl. 

Humanity to the brute creation enforced, 
xiLlO. 

Humility, the way to honour, xr. SS ; 
xviii. 12 ; xzix. 23 ; a proof of wia- 
dom, xi. 2 ; examples of it, xxr. 27. 

Hymenaeua and Alexander, xxi. 16. 

Hypoeriay, to what it may be oompared, 
xxTi.S3; ita folly, X. 18. 



Idolatiy and true religion contrasted, xr. 

14; XX. 15. 
Ignorance, man's, of the hearta of others, 
xir. 10 ; of himself, xvi. 2 ; of ftiturity, 
xxrii. 1 ; evil of, xix. 2 ; sin the chief 
source of, in religion, xxTiii. 5. 
Impartiality in judgment enforced, and 
example of Samuel alluded to, xv. 27. 
Imprudence, instancea of, xxii. 3 ; xxr. 8. 
Industry. See Diligence. 
Indulgence of ehildren, ctU of it, xiU. 
24; of evil dispositions, its great 
danger, xxvili. 17. 
Inllrmi^. a man's, contrasted with a 

wounded spirit, xviii. 14. 
Influence, of the righteous aa a dtiien, 
3d. 10 ; of a man's company upon his 
ehaiaeter, xiii. 20 ; of sin in clouding 
the understanding, xxViii. 5. 
Inlqui^, what he that sows it shall reap, 

xxii. 8. 
Inatruetion, the benefit of attending to it, 
i. 6. 8. 9 ; instances of those despising 
it, L 7 ; the evil of refusing it, xv. 32. 
Integrity, a guide in difficulties, xi. 3 ; 
tiie confidence it inspires, xxviii. 1 ; 
its value in the sight of God, xii. 22 ; 
xxL 3, and of man, xxii. 11; con- 
trasted with oovetousnesa, xv. 27. 
Iron, aharpening iron, to what oompaied, 

xxvtL17. 
Isaac, his obedience to his father, xxiii. 
22 ; hia improvement of his rdigious 
privU^pes, x. 3; his retirement for 
meditation, xviii. 1 ; what proved a 
■nare to him, xxiii. 2; xxix. 25; 
xxxi. 30; his undue partiality for 
Eaau, xix. 21; his piety, xxvU. 10; 
hia foith hia support, xviii. 14. 
Isaiah, an instance of the importance of 
. prayer, xi. II ; hia deep sense of sin, 
XX. 9 ; his love for his enemies, xxiv. 
17. 
lahboaheth, his death, xxvii. 1 ; and that 

oChia uncle, xL 27. 
lahmael (son of Abraham), hia neglect of 
hia leligioaa inivUeges, x. 5; atixred 



up strifo, X. 12; XV. 4; a soomer, 
xxii. 10 ; an illustration of the ten- 
dency of man's heart by nature, 
xxvii. 19. 
Ishmael (son of Nethaniah), his deceit, 

xii. 5. 
Israelites, thA murmuring at Marah, 
xxiv. 10 ; their folly in murmuring, 
X. 14; their conduct when threatened 
by the Edomites, xvii. 14 ; inten- 
tion of their trials, iU. 12; xvii. 3; 
their folse profession of obedience, 
XV. 11 ; their spiritual sloth, xv. 
19; their backsliding, xiv. 14; their 
self-confidence, iv. 23; xx. 6; their 
want of counsel, xi. 14 ; their sinftil 
mirth, xiv. 13; the destruction of 
those who Joined Baal-ueor, x. 25; 
xiiL 20; miracles fkiled to convert 
them, xxi. 8 ; their extreme folly 
and wickedness, xt. 2 ; xxviii. 5 ; 
their punishment, i. 30, 31; xi. 3; 
xiii. 13 ; often preserved for their 
fkthers' sake, xi. 21; their n^ection 
of Samuel, xidv. 21. 
Israel, the ten tribes of, division of the 
ten tribes, xvii. 14 ; consequences <^ 
abandoning the priesthood of Aaron, 
xxix. 18; their vain dependence on 
Idols, xxii. 8 ; pursued by evil, xiiL 
21; the instruments employed by 
God to cany them captive, xxi. I ; 
their scomfid rejection of Hesekiah's 
invitation, xvii. 16. 
Israel, princes of the house of, in the 

time of Micah, xxi. 7. 
Israel, the little maid of, her single talent 
improved, xix. 22; her benevolenoe 
towards her enemies, xxv. 21 ; how 
honoured, xv. 4; xxvii. 18. 
Issues of life out of the heart, iv. 23. 
Ithamar, the eflbet upon him of his bru- 
ther's death, xii. 25. 

Jaasaniah (one of the princes of Judah), 
hia death contrasted with that of 
Jeremiah, xii. 21. 

Jaaaaniah (a Reehabite), his filial obe- 
dience, xxiii. 22. 

Jabes, his prayer answered, xv. 29. 

Jacob, his filial obedience, xxiii. 22 ; God's 
notice of him, xv. 3; his vow, iii. 
9, 10 ; his industry, xii. II ; Laban's 
testimony to his character, xii. 26; 
the punishment of his deceit, xii. 22 ; 
XXVI. 27 ; his humanity, xii. 10 ; his 
prudence, xiii. 16; xvi. 20; his con- 
ciliatory conduct, xxv. 15; his trust 
in God, iii. 5, 6 ; his prayer answered, 
XV. 8; his toy on hearing of Joseph, 
xxv. 25 ; his venerable old age, xvl. 
31 ; his review of life, xxviii. 5 ; hia 

Eath as the shining light, iv. 18; hJa 
ope in death, xiv. 32. 
Jacob, neads of the house of, referred to 

by Micah, xxi. 7. 
Jacob, sons o^ their hypocrisy, xxvi. 23. 
James (the less. Bishop of Jerusalem), 
his wiad<nn, x. IS. 

X 
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IVDIX TO UbUJITRATIOV OF 



laioM (the BOB of Zebede«), Id* luwUneit 
of temper, xiy. 17; hie ignorsnce of 
his own heart, zxi. 2. 

iehoahaz, contracted with hie falber* zxi. 
16. 

Jehoiada, his venerable old age» XTl. SI ; 
his memory bleat, z. ft 

Jehoiakim, hie oppreMion, xviL 19 ; 
xzviii. 22; a •comerrXxiT. 9; an 
awAil contxBft to hie father, xzL 16 ; 
his great wickednese, xxL S9; his 
miserable death, xiii. 13; hit me- 
mory infismous, z. 7. 

Jehoram (king of Israel), hie eonduct 
towards Ood under afflifttfaw, iii. II ; 
xiz. 6 : his rage agaioet KUshm zii. 
16; death of one of hit IarU* ziii. 
13. 

Xehoram (king of Jodak)» a* awfUl con- 
trast to his pious fsthex, zxi. 16; his 
miserable death, xii. 21 ; ziii. 3. 

Jehoshaphat, the pvosoerity of his king- 
dom, xiv. 34; enticed to sin, i. 10 ; 
his danger from hia ceonection with 
Ahab, xiii. 20 ; God's notice of him, 
XV. 3 : hie submission undec returoei; 
xzv. 12 ; the honour God put upon 
him, xii. 26; hie prayer SMMckably 
answered, xv. 29. 

Jehu (king of Israel), hie tbIb gloiy* xx. 
6 , XXV. 27 ; God^s notice of nis wrong 
motives in doing that which was in 
itself right, xvi. 2; the deetraction 
of his family, iU. S3. 

Jehu (a prophet), hia faithflil regneit 
XXV. 12; xxvii.6. 

Jephthah, his seeking direction firom God, 
iiL 5, A; his destruction eC the 
Ephraimites, xvU. 14; hliiaeh vow, 
xxvii. 1. 

Jottmiah, his aoknowledgmcat of God'k 
overruling providence, xvi. 1; the 
prosperity of the wicked a itiuibling- 
Dlock to him, xxiv. 19 ; his pru- 
dence, xi. 13; his uaeomfronkiBg 
fldellty, xiii. 6; xxviii. 4; the object 
of cruel mocking, xii. 18; his grief 
at the calamitiea he foretold* xvu. 6 ; 
his love for his enemies, xxlv. 17; 
his advice to Berucb, xxiiL 4 ; zxaL 
• ; ecBtrasted with Jaaiaoiah, jdL 
21. 

Jeriehe, God's curse agaiait St, xxvl. 
2. 

Jeroboam, the soa ot Nehat, his diligence, 
xU. 24 ; xxii. 29 ; his distrust of God. 
Ui. 7 ; his idolatry, xi. 31 ; the wicked 
motive of his worship, xzi. 27 ; the 
Iblly of his worldly wisdom, xiv. 12; 
xxiv. 21 ; his neglect of warnings, 
xxi. 29 ; his defeat, xvii. 14 ; his me- 
mory infamous, iii. 33 ; hia example 
Ions followed and productive of gnat 
evil, xxviii. 2 ; xxiv. 21. 

Jeioboam II. (son of Joasb), iii. S3. 

Jethro, his good advice to Moses, xii. 18 ; 
the benefit he received from Moees, 
xxvU. 17. 

Jewa (1) as referred to by lasiab— their 



ansvaiUng piagrer, i. 28; xirHii. 9; 
vain expectation of help firom Egypt, 
z. 28; their disregard of Ood'e pro- 
vidence, xix. 2 ; their self-riglMcous< 
Dess, XXX. 12; (2) their captivity in 
BabyloD'-their state Just before their 
captivity; xxviii. 4; hi their capti- 
vity, XXV. 20 ; their deliverance flton 
Babylon, xiii. 12 ; an instanee of the 
benefit of aflictien, xx. SO ; (S) in the 
time of our Lord and hie apMtles — 
neglect of their privilsges, x. 6 ; xv& 
16; their hatred of our Lord, xxvi 
28; why they understood not hie pa^ 
rabies, xxviii. 5 ; were the more hard- 
ened by hie minudee, xvii. 20; their 
ia^recatioo at biatrial, xil. IS ; xxvi. 
27; their envy led to murder, xxviii. 
1 7 ; their treatment of Paul, zxv. 18; 
xzix. 10; (4) their present etate-4v. 
19; xU. 19; xUi. 21; xvU. U; the 
forty who conspired against Paul, 
Six. 21. 

Jeiebel, her hatred against the Lord's 
people, xzix. 10; her rage against 
El^ah, xii. 16 ; her peofanenesa, xxi. 
27; her influenee on her hoahond, 
xxvii. 17 ; her haughty spirit, xviii. 
12 ; her death, xiii. 3; xxviiL 17; 
her memory iaihmoue, z. 7; con- 
traated with the widow of Zwe^bath, 
xvi. 8. 

Joabr his treachery, x.l8; xxvi. 28; his 
sedition^ xxiv. 21 ; hie death, xz. 26 ; 
XXV. 4. 

Joash (king of lerael), his reep«et ftir 
EUsha, xii. 26 ; xvi. 31 ; xxii. II. 

Joash (king of Judah), aa instaoee of the 
advantage of having a wise and pious 
friend, xi^i. 20; his baee tegratftude 
and impiety, xxvii* 10; his death, 
xilLlS; xxviii. 17. 

Job, as a parent, xxiv. 9 ; as an inatractor, 
X. 21 ; as amagietnte, xxad. 8 ; his 
uprightness, xii. 22 ; made not gold 
hia hope, xviii. II ; hia patlenee, iii. 
H ; xviii. 14; his contiDVeiay, z. 19; 
hiadefbotive self-knowledge, xix. 2; 
his oonfcssioB of sin, xx. 9; fcund 
fkveur with God, xiv. 8 ; his hope in 
a Bedeener, zviU. 10; Ue flonily 
hleet, xW. 22. 

Job's friends, their mistaken views of 
God's providence, xix. 2; their want 
of e3rmpathy, xiv. 10. 

Jochebed, nor fiUth commended, xxxL 
SO. 

Joel and Abiah (e«na of Baamel), dlaho- 
noored their station, xxvi. 8. 

Johanan, his hypocrisy, xv. 11 ; hia vain 
confidence, xxviii. 28; ooMequenoes 
of hia distrust of God, z. 24. 

Jehn the Apostle, his haatlaeae of ^irit. 
xiv. 17; Ignorance of hia heart, xxL 
2; supports our Lord's mother, xvlL 
17; his boldness, xxvUI. 1 ; Ma oeo- 
slstency, xzi. 28; his oenfeeslon of 
sin, zz. 9 ; hia joy over Oaioa, zziii. 
24. 
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/obB the B*pt1ft» Ml ui t uM r mw i tor bit 
oflloe, XTiit. 1 : his hamlUty, xxTii. 
S; xzlx. 18; hb reproof of Herod> 
xiti. 6 ; xxviii. 4 ; Horod'i rererenee 
for bfan, xii. 16 ; HerodiM* coaduot, 
xtL n ; Ml deftth haunted hit mur- 
derer, xxtIH. 1. 

John Merk, hit ihrlnking ftom duty, 
zzirlt. 8. 

Joieda (son of the high priest), hti pu- 
nttfameiit, xx. 2d. 

Jonah, his fleeing flrom duty, xxtU. 8 ; his 
^ata attempt to flee flrom Ood, xxi. SO; 
bis sin discoyered by tot, xvi. 33; 
Ood*i BOtioe of him in the whale's 
belly, xt» 3; bis murmuring, xl?. 89 ; 
six. f ; xxiT. 10; his fkithftil record 
of his sin, XX. 8. 

Jonathaa, his fHendibip Ibr DoTld, xri. 
84; XTii. 17; xxiT. 11, 18; xxyii. 
9 t xxix. 10 ; his dlslnteiested 
kindaees rswarded in the kind- 
ness shown to his ehUdren, xl. 17; 
ZXTit 10. 

Joeoph, his early pletT, vtii. 17; x. 8; his 
obedienee to his ftither, xxili. 88 ; his 
habiUtion blessed, iti. 83 : his resist- 
•Doe of temptation, 1. 10; iv. 83; 
God*8 notice of him in prison, xv. 3 ; 
intent on doing his duty, xiv. 8 ; his 
dUigencei xit. 84, and ita rewardi 
xxni. 18 ; hie hnmllity and wisdorai 
xi. 8 ; xtl. 6 : xxvil. 81 ; his wisdom, 
whenoe obtdned, li. 8; how guided, 
zl. 8; his reward, xi. 18; xr. S3; 
xziL 11 ; xxTili. 80: his seasonable 
•dviee to Pharaoh, xv. 88 ; his pru- 
dance, xii 88; the means of pveeenr- 
tBff Bfypt fW>m fkmlne. xxTilt. 8; 
prociiied Ibvor fhmi Ood and man, 
xi. 87; xiii. 15; his siilrit of fbrgive- 
aets, X. 18 ; xix. 11 ; iiis noble regard 
to truth, xiii. 8 ; his conduct as a 
brother, xirli. 17; his conststencr, 
xxTtit. 14; his hone in death, xlv. 88 ; 
xvi. 31 ; the providence of God illus- 
trated by his hietory, xx. 84; xxr. 8. 

Joseph's brethren, their deceit, xxH. 83 ; 
Uieir cruelty a trouble to themtdves, 
xi. 17 : an instance of God's overruling 
providence, xvi. 0; of the fblly of at- 
tempting to defeat Ood's purposes, 
xix. 81 , and of thefbrce of conscience, 
XX. 87, xxviii. 1 ; contrasted with Paul 
and Itias, xxix. 6. 

Joieph (the husband of Mary), his hvt of 
ArchelauB, xxviii. 88. 

Joeeph of Arlmathea, prepbecy reepeottng 
Bim, XV. 11 1 hie tteut of man, xxix. 
85 ; but overcame tt, xxi. 29. 

Jothuat how preeerved ttwn being stoned, 
xit 18 ; hit ready obedience in passing 
through Jordan, x. 8; hts conquest 
of Canaan, xv. 19; his earnest endea- 
vour to promote the npirltual good of 
the leraelltce, xfv 87; the wonderfbl 
issue of hts prayer, xv. 80 ; his Iklth 
and obedience the source of his 
•tiaoftb, szl. 88 1 pondersd the path 



or his ftot, iv. 86; his dying addreee, 
XV. 8. 

Joflah, his earfyptetv, vtii. 17; his deep 
sense of the evil of sin, xlv. 9; his 
Incautious attack of Pharaoh-Necho, 
xiv. 18; XXV. 6; died In peace, xii. 
81 ; contrasted with Jehohtkim, xiii. 
18; xxxi. 6; happy state of Judah 
during his reign, xxix. 18. 

Jotham, his trust in God, xvi. 20 ; strong 
becautte wise, xxtv. 5. 

Joy, one man cannot fUlly enter into that 
of another, xlv. 10; arising from a 
pious child, xxiii. 24. 

Judah (the son of Jacob), his cruelty ta 
his brother Joneph, xii. 10; his tender 
intercession fbr his brother Bei^amln, 
zxxl. 8. 

Jttdah, the nobles of, their treachery, xt. 
IS ; their oppresMon, xvii. 5 ; xxi. 7 1 
their praise of the wicked, xxviii. 4; 
their punishment, xxtx. 6. 

Jttdah, the prophet of, hfti boldness, xxvilL 
1 ; his forgiving spirit, xix. 1 1 ; en- 
ticed to sin, I. 10: xlv. 15 ; his neglect 
af exact obedience, vii. 8 ; his punish- 
ment, xi. 31. 

Judah, the tribe of, their dispute about 
David, X. 19 ; their perverteness, xll. 
6 ; Ood's relection of their sacrifices, 
xxi. 8; the Intention of their captivity, 
til. IS. 

Jttdah, women of, a warning against 
thoughtlessness and love of pleasure, 
xxl.17. 

Judah and Israel, their deceltfbl dealing, 
XX. 88. 

Jud-is (the apostle), sold the truth, zzlil* 
83: his deep deceit, xxvi. 88; Iti 
fblly, xzlx. 6; his aiMetacy, xlv. 14 1 
his great hardness of heart before the 
commission of his sin, xxi. 20, con- 
trasted with his remorse of conscience 
afterwards, xx. 27 ; filled with his own 
ways, xlv. 14; a preacher to others, 
himself a cast-away, xxi. 16. 

Judas (surnamed Barsabas). the wisdom 
of sending him with Psul and Barna- 
bas, xvi. 80; the beneficial elibot of 
his ministry, x. 21. 

Judae of Oalilee, fbllowen of, xH. 11. 

Judaiaing teachen, a sonrce of strife, xvL 
88 1 XX. 8. 

Juat, their path,iv. 18, 10; their security, 
xii. 13. 21; their memorv cherished, 
X. 7; their descendants blessed, IB. 
83 ; xlli. 22. 

Justice, retributive, of God, v. 22 ; xi. 81. 

Justus, his friendship fbr Paul, xvili. 84. 

Kenitm, their khidness to the IsraeUtei a 
bsnefit to themselves, xi. 17. 

Kings, their heart under Ood's control, 
xxi. 1 ; their fhvour, how obtained, 
xxit. 11. 89; XXV. IS; our duty to 
them, xxiv. 91 ; others cannot always 
be a Judge of their conduct, xxv. 8 ; 
how their throne shall be established, 
XX. set xxv. 4, 8. 
I8 



196 



INDBZ TO ILLUSTRATION OF 



XSngt, thoM who oomliiDtd agaiiut 
Joshua, x1. tl. 

Knowledge, the beginning or prindpal 
part of it, 1. 7 ; how to attain It, i. S ; 
zix. 25 ; eaay to those who do not think 
themselves too wise to learn, i. 5 ; 
ziv. 6 ; evil of being without it, zix. 
2 ; to be diligently sought, xv. 14 ; to 
be laid up, x. 14; used prudently, 
. xiii. 16 ; XT. 2 ; under what eir- 
chmstances to be conoealed, xii. 
23 ; how preserved in the world, 
xxii. 12; proofs of possessing it, 
XTli. 27. 

Knowledge of God, how to be sought, 
viii. 17 ; its value, xx. 15. 

Korah, his resistance to lawftil authority, 
X. 8 ; the effect of his rebellion on 
others, xt. 4 ; xxiv. 21, and on him- 
self, ziv. 82. See Dathan. 

Laban,his testimony to Jacob, xii. 26; his 
covetousness, xxvili. 20. 

Laodicea, the church of, its spiritual des- 
titution, xiii. 7 ; its self-deceit, xiv. 
12; vain glory, xx. 6; xxvi. 12; our 
Lord's notice of it, ▼. 21. 

Laughter, not a proof of happinosi, ziv. 
18. 

Law of Ood, necessity and benefit of its 
strict observance, vii. 2; zziz. 18; 
consequences of turning away flrom 
it, xxviii. It. 

Lasarus, attempt of the chief priests to 
put him to death, xxi. 8; xxvii. 4. 

Learning, how to inoreaae it, i. 8. 

Llberali^, a benefit to the giver, xi. 25. 
See Charity. 

Life, its uncertainty, xxvit. 1. 

Life eternal, the way to it, xU. 28; xvi, 
22. 

Lip of truth, its stability, xii. 19. 

Lips of the wise, a blessing to others, xvi. 
23 ; XX. 15 ; of the wicked, deceitful, 
xxvi. 24,' 25 ; a snare to themselves, 
xii. 13; xviii.7; wisdom of refraining 
the lips, x. 19. 

Lois, her faith commended, xxzi. 80. 

Longsulfering of Ood, the danger of 
trifling with it, i. 28. 80, 31. 

Lot, his going to Sodom, iv. 14; xv. 27; 
his danger from living at Sodom, xiii. 
SO ; was too anxious to be rich, xxiil. 
4; xxviii. 20. 22; his extreme po- 
verty at last, xxviii. 22. 

Lot's sons-in-law, xii. 15, and their wives, 
xiii. 20. 

Lot's wife, want of watchfWness over her 
heart, iv. 23;aw(id issue of her apos- 
tacy, xlv. 14; an example of the 
danger of neglect of obedienee, vii. 2. 

Lot, its disposal by God, xvi. 33. 

Love, proof of it, x. 12 ; xvii. 17; xxvil. 
5, 6; defective when secret, that is, 
when it shrinks flrom giving season- 
able rebuke, xxvil. 5. 

Love of God shewn in his corrections, iii. 
12. 

Love to Ood, the way to know him, viii. 1 7. I 



Lowlv, their wisdom, zl. 2. 

Loyai^, enforced, xxiv. 21. 

Lycaonians, their strange treatment of 
Paul, xxi. 8. 

Lying, its folly, x. 18; xii. 19; its danger, 
xxi. 28; leads to hatred, zzvl. 28; 
hated by the righteous, ziii. A; an 
abomination to God, zil. 22, and 
brings God's curse upon a oonntry, 
zi. 11. 

Lysias, his protection of Paul, zzvii. 10. 

Macedonian church, their Joy, iii. 17 ; their 

liberality, zix. 22. 
Man, his way directed by God, xvi. 1 ; 

XX. 24 ; his tendency to self-rlghteone- 

ness, xvi. 2 ; xxi. 2 ; his inconsistency, 

XXX. 12. See Heart. 
Man, the thoughtless young man alluded 

to by Solomon, xxii. 9. 
Manasseh (grandson of EUaahib the high 

priest), his ungodly marriage, It. 14. 
Manasseh (son of Hesekiah and king of 

Judah), his repentance, xzviiS. 13; 

God's notice of him, xv. 8 ; an iUus* 

tration of the benefit of aflUctlon, iii. 

18; XX. SO; xxvii. 22. 
Manoah, wife of, her fkith sustaining that 

of her husband, xv. 23. 
Mark, leaving Paul and Barnabaa, xxvil. 

•• 
Marriages, instances of ungodly, iv. 14. 
Martha contrasted with her sister, ztt. 8. 
Martyrs alluded to in Epiatle to Hebrews, 

zviii. 14. 
Mary the mother of our Lord, the hononr 

put upon her, zzzi.80; her bnnUlify, 

zziz. 23 ; her lefieetion, z. 14 ; her 

meekness under reproof, zzv. 12 ; by 

whom supported after our Lord's 

death, zvit. 17. 
Mary Magdalene, her interview with our 

Lord after his resurrection, zii. 25 ; 

zzvii. 18. 
Masters of the possessed damsel at FhiUpjri, 

their deceit, zii. 5; zzv. 18. 
Matthew, hii humility, zzv. 27 ; no loser 

by hia choice of poverty, zlU. 7. 
Maul, who is compared to one, zxv. 18. 
Meditation, an aid to wisdom, zvilL 1. 
Melita, the barbarous people at, xL 17. 
Menahem (king of Israel), a marderer, 

and his sons murdered, zzviii. 17. 
Mephibosheth, his preservation as the 

son of David'n mend, zi. 21 ; zzvii. 

10 ; his servant's slander of him, zvL 

28. 
Mtrey, by whom obtained, zzviiL 18 ; to 

others is doing good to ourselves, xi. 

17. 25. 
MeshuUam, an Instance of the evil efltet 

of ungodly connezlons, iv. 14. 
Messenger, value of a falthAil one, zxv. 

18; evil of a foolish or wicked one, 

zzvi. 6. 
Mloah the Ephraimite, his misinterpnla* 

tlon of God's providence, ziz. 2; Us 

ignorance of himself, zzi. 2 ; his vilB 

oonfldenee in the Levlte, zzv. 19. 
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Hieah tlie pvopbet, hte grief at the «a]ar 

mitiea be foretold, xvii. 5. 
Kicaiflh, hif firmneBS, i. 10; his regard to 
truth, xiii. i ; his repreof of Ahab, 
xxviii. 4. 
Mkhal (David's wife), her want of tym- 
pathy in his Joy, ziv. .10. 

If iDutcra of religion, the evil of a people 
withoat them, zxix. 18. 

Hiriam, her elander of her brother, zx. 
S. 

Miracles, their little effect in changing the 
heart an iUiutrafeion of its depravity, 
xxi. 8. 

Mirth, when unsuitable, xxv. 20. 

Misohief, on whom it shall come, xL 27 ; 
XTii. 20; xxiv. 15, 16. 

Moab, illustrating the danger of prospe- 
rity, i. 82, and of pride, xi. 2; xiv. 
84. 

Mookfaig at tin, xiv. 9. 

Mocker, wine U, xx. 1. 

Mordeeai, hia faith, xvl. 8; his deliver- 
anoe, xi. 8; his popularity, xi. 27. 

Moses, the child of pious parents, i. 8, 9 ; 
hia preservation an illustration of 
God*sprovidence,xxv.2; his heavenly* 
mindedness, xv. 24 ; his prayer ibr his 
enemies, xx. 22 ; his faith, ui. 26, 26 ; 
ix. 6 ; Pharaoh's testimony to his 
character, xii. 26 ; his prudenee, xiL 
28; his wisdom, wbence derived, ii. 
6; his readiness to be advised, xii. 
18 ; bis Justifiable anger, xiv. 29 ; his 
meeknesa, xiv. 29 ; xvi. 82 ; xviL 27; 
zis. 11 ; his flreedora from envy, xiv. 
80; his punishment, xi, 31; his re- 
atanation, iii. 11 ; his liuthfbl leeoni 
of his sin, XX. 6; his instmctlon of 
the Israelites, xv. 83; his love tn the 
Israelites, xvii. 17; the prevalence of 
Ills integpnieaion, xx. 22; an eminent 
•sample of holy conduct, xiL 22 { 
rsL 8 ; hia memory blessed, x. 7. 

Koaafc Xaw, its caution gainst deodtftd 
dealing, xx. 28 ; its tender provision 
for the poor, xvii. 6 ; forbids the in- 
dnlgmce of enmities, xx. 22; ofaeerv- 
aaeapBrmitted to theconverted Jews, 
xiiL16. 
Jffolhei»-*aebekah,xxviiL10; Jochebed, 
i. 8; Hannah, L 8, 9; Athaliah, xiii. 
SO ; Eunice, i. 8, 9 ; xxxi. 80. 
Motives, God's i^^td to them, xv. 8; 
jdx. 22; xxi. 27; evil of inattention 
to them, iv. 2i. 
Mouth, a flattering, xxvL 28; of the 
foolish, X. 14; xv. 2; xvUL 7; xxvi 
7. 8 ; of the wicked, xi. 11 ; of the 
wise taught by his heart, xvL M. 
Multitude of eounaeUora, xi. 14. 
Multitude of rubiea, xx. 15. 
Multitnde of words, x. 19. 
Murder, to be punished with death, 
xxviU, 17. 

Mnnaning against Ged, inalaaeaa of, 
xlx. 8. 

Mjpvteiy, a part of the gl(HT of tha diiine 
cluao(cx,zzv.i. 



NattMB, his haatineu of temper, xiv. 17 ; 
xxviii. 1 1 ; his wisdom in not con- 
timiing to trust hia own heart, xxvttL 
26. 

Kaaasaa's servants, their seasonable ad- 
vice, XV. 4. 28. See Isrsel, the Uttle 
maid ci. 

Nabal, his churlishness, ilL 27 ; bla 
folly, X. 14; his drunkenness, xx. 1 ; 
despised by his servants, xii. 8. 

Naboin, his murder, xxv. 26 ; and the taU 
<tf his murderer, xxviii. 17. 

Nadab (king of Israel), shortness of hia 
leign, xxviii. 2. 

Nadab and Abihu, their death, xx. I ; tta 
effect upon their fotber, x. 19 ; xvU. 
27, and brothers, xii. 25. 

Name oi the Lord, a strong tower, xvUi. 
10. 

Name of the wicked shall rot, x. 7. 

Naomi, her wisdom towards Enth, Iv. 
26. 

Nathan, hia prudenee, xii. 28. 

Nathaoael, our Lord's notice of hfan, v. 
21 ; XV. 8; his connection with PbUip, 
xiiL 20; his siaeerUy, xU. 6. 22 ; klf 
teachableness, xtL 15, and the bless- 
ing attandlng it, iv. 18; xiv. §9 
xxvii. 9. 

Nationa, on what their pueperitydepeadif 
xiv. 84; xxviiL2. 

Naaareth, the people of; their treatment 
of our Lord, xiL 16 ; xviL 16 ; xxvl# 
7} xxviL7. 

Nebuehadnaaaac, his rage, xii. 16; xxv. 
28; his pride, xi. 2 ; xvL 18; XXT. 27 ; 
God's notice of him, xv, 3, and control 
over him, xxL 1; his inoonsistenef 
because notaeting f^om right motives, 
xxi. 8; his disregard of rnnroof; xv. 
82 ; the unprofitableness of his o^res- 
akm, xxvliL 22 ; his sudden insanity, 
zxvli. 1; bis splendour no avail in the 
day of God's retribution, x. 2, 

Nehemiah, hia grief tot the state of his 
country, xii. 25 ; his spirit of pnyer, 
IlL 5, 6 ; the kindness of Artaxerxes 
to hiim, xii 25; xxii. 11 ; thetreaeheiy 
of Sanhallat, xxvi. 24, 25 ; bis pru- 
dence, xlL 28 ; bis fiaithAil reproof, 
zxviL 6; xxviii. 4; his punishment 
of Joiada, xx. 26; his firmness of 
mind under difficulties, xxvll. 8; 
xxviU. 1. 

Nero's household, those of it who OOH 
braced Christianity, ix. 6. 

Nioodemns, his earnest desire for instruc- 
tion, XV. 14 ; his fear of man, xxix. 
25, and enabled to overcome it, as 
appears from his defence of our Lord, 
xxxi. 8, and his respect for him even 
when his apostles had forsaken him, 
xxi. 29. 

Nineveh, its pride, xi. \', its drunkenness, 
XX. 1 i its Ucentious dissipation, xxi. 
17; prophecy of its destruction, xll- 
19. 

Nineveh, king of, his xenentance, zzviU. 
II. 

XI 
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Kioadiab, her oppoiitioii to NebcmUdi, 

xxii. 12. 
Noah, his prudence, zxii.S; his obedience 

and its reward, vil. 2 ; 1. S3 ; though 

the earth was filled with Tiolenee he 

had no cause for alarm, xxix. 16; 

God's covenant with him, x. 25; 

heir of the righteousness which Is by 

faith, X. 2. 
Nobleman belonging to Herod's court — 

his obedience under reproof, x. 8. 

Obadiah, his early piety, viii. 17 ; Ahab't 

regard for him, xxii. 11 ; his preser- 

Tation of the Lord's prophets, xxiv. 

11,12; xxix. 10. 
Obed-edom, God's blessing on his house, 

iU. SS. 
Obedience to God, instances of, x. 8; the 

blessing attending it,i. 8$ ; should be 

exact, vii. 2 ; to parents, i. 8, 9 ; xxiii. 

22; to masters, xxvii. 18. 
Onesimus, an instance of God's providence, 

xvi. 9; Paul's love, xvii. \7, and in- 
tercession for him, X. 12. 
Onesiphorus, his friendship for l^ul, xviii. 

24. 
Opportunity, the importance of improving 

it, X. 5. 
Oppression, destroys the oppressor, xxi. 

7 ; our duty to those under it, xxiv. 

11.12; xxxi. 8. 
QrdinuiceB of God, blessing that attends 

those who love and observe them, iii. 

17; iv. 18; xi. 27; abuse of tiiem, xv. 

8; evil of n^lectlng them, xxi. 16. 

Parable, misapplied, to what compared, 
xxvi. 7. 9 ; of the merchantman, iii. 
IS ; of the good Samaritan, iii. 27 ; 
xxvii. 10 ; of the prodigal son, iv. 26 ; 
xii. 8; XX. 80; xxi. 17; xxvii. 7; 
xxviti. 13; of the rich man and Laia- 
rus, X. 2; xxi. IS. 17; xxviii. 6; of 
the foolish virgins, x. 28 ; xv. 29 ; of 
the rich fool, xi. 7; xviii. 11 ; xxiii. 
4; xxvii. 1 ; of the prisoner, xii. 23 ; 
of the Pharisee and the publican, xiii. 
7; xvi. 2 ; of the talents, xv. 19; 
xviii. 7 ; xxvii. 1 8 ; of the ten pounds, 
XX. 26; of the unmerciAil servant, 
xxi. IS; xxvii. 3; of the pearl of 
great price, xxiii. 23 ; of the hid trea> 
sure, xxiii. 23. 

Parents, correction of children a proof of 
love to them, xiii. 24; comfort to them 
of good children, xxiii. 24 ; the grief 
to them of undutiful children, x. 1 ; 
the blessing promised to the children 
of the righteous, xi. 21. 

Pashur, a terror to himself, xviii. 14 ; his 
awftd death, xxi. 28. 

Passions, unbridled, their danger, viL 26 ; 
XXV. 28. 

Paul, (1) before fiis oonversion~his self- 
righteousness, xvi. 2 ; his ignorance, 
xix. 2; his ftirious spirit of peiseeii* 
tion, XXV. 28 ; (2) traits of his charac- 
ter after hia eoaversion— Us snbmis- 



iion to reproof, xv. 32 ; his dependence 
on God, xxvii. 1 ; his love for the 
truth, xxiii. 23; his anxiety to be 
^)proved of God rather than men, 
xii. 5 ; and for the salvation of oUiers, 
xxiv. 11, 12; his prudence, xii. 23; 
xiii. 16; xxiii. 9; his wisdom, xvi. 
2S ; xxi. 22 ; his humility, xx. 9 ; ocxv. 
27 ; his boldness, xxviii. 1 ; Ms ten- 
derness, xxvii. 5 ; his circumspectiont 
iv. 23. 26; xxi. 29; xxviii. 14; his 
sanctified affliction, iii. 12; the soiuroea 
of his Joy, xiv. 14; xviii. 14 ; xxiii. 24; 
XXV. 25; his feet preserved by 6od, 
ii. 8{ his feelings on the proi^ieet of 
death, iii. 35; xii. 28; xCv. 32; his 
sure reward, xi. 18; (3) incidmts of 
his life— ob|ect of the Jews' bitter per- 
secution, xxvii. 4 ; his thorn in the 
flesh, iii. 12; xii. 21 ; his reproof of 
Peter, ix. 8; xxvii. 5; influence of 
his preaching at Corinth, xxi. 22 ; and 
of Ids instruction to Lydia, xvi. 24; 
his advice to the Philippian jailor, 
XV. 23; xviii. 21 ; his direction re- 
specting the incestuous person, xiv. 
9; his mediation fbr Onesimua, x. 
12; refreshed by Titus, xxvii. 17; his 
direction to Timothy, xxx. 8; God's 
notice of him, xv. 3. 

Paul contrasted with Demetrius, xvi. 22, 
and with Felix, xxviii. 6. 

Paul and Barnabas, the success of thdr 
ministry, x. 21 ; xvi. 22; their turning 
from the Jews, xxiii. 9; their rqiec- 
tUm of flattery, xxvii. 21 ; their aepa* 
ration, xv. 1. 

Paul and Silas, xviii. 14 ; contrasted nith 
Joseph's brethren, xxix. 6. 

Peace, how attained, iii. 17. 25, 26; bow 
preserved, xvii. 14. 

Pekah, a mturderer murdered, xxviiL 17. 

Penuel, the men of, their profane refusal 
to relieve Gideon's army, xviii. 7. 

Perverse in heart, the contempt, xtt. 8, 
and destruction, xi. 3, wmch await 
• them. 

Perverse tongue, xv. 4 ; xvii. 20. 

Peter, owed to his brother his knowledge 
of Christ, xiii. 20 ; xxvii. 9 ; his deci- 
sion, iv. 26 ; his love for the truth, 
xxiii. 23; his reproof for reproving 
our Lord, x. 13; his ignorance of him- 
self, xvi. 2 ; xix. 2 ; folly of tmating 
his own heart, xxviii. 14. 26; his fear 
of man, xxix. 25 ; his repentance, xxL 
29; his conduct under reproof, ix. 8; 
his curiosity, xiv. 8; his testimony 
to our Lord's resurrection, xxi. 28; 
his ministry at Jerusalem, x. 21 ; his 
fireedom from eovetousness, xv. 27; 
contrasted with Simon Magus, xxi. 8; 
his wisdom, x. 1 3 ; xvi. 23 ; hia humi- 
lity, xxvii. 21 ; his boldness, xxviii. 1 ; 
his teachableness, x.8; God's notice 
of him, XV . 3 ; his feelings in tiie pros- 
pect of death, xi. 18 ; xiv. 32. 

Pharaoh (in the time of Joseph), his wls- 
donitXiL15; blessed by Jmn^s xvi. 81. 
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Ptanoh(iB the tiiM of MotM), Kit Iblly, 
xxl. SO; hit toitlmony to tho oh«- 
netor of Momo, »U. M ; hit fhlie re- 
Mntancoi xxvl. 11, xxTlli. 19; hit 
MTdneu of heart, xxvU. U ; hie de- 
■tructlon, xi. 10; xxlx. 1 ; the effect 
of his deatruetlon upoa the lueeUtee, 
xiz.as. 

Phertoh, the deughter of, en initance of 
Qod'i luroTidenoe, xvl. 9. 

Pharaoh, the lertante of, their toKt of 
Qod, xili. IS { their prudence, xxU. 
«• 

Phaceoh'Hophre, hit detertieii of Zede- 
kiah, XXV. 19 ; hit pride anddeetruc* 
tlon, xvl. 18. 

Phariaeee, their ntjection of John't hap- 
titm, XV. IS ; their telf^onceit, xii. 
Jl; xvi. a; xxvi. IS; their tcomftil 
antwer to Nicodemut, xiv. 6{ their 
Ifnorance, xix. S, itt eaute, xxvUi. 5, 
itt expotuie, xxvlll. II ; the delbet 
of their religtout tervloet, xxi. 9. V; 
their IbUy, xiii. 16 ; their hoaating, 
XX. 0; their deceit, xii. S; xxvi. S9 ; 
their oovotoatnett, xxi. S7 1 their pre- 
tentlopt to great holinett, xxx. IS; 
God't abhorrence of them, iU. 9S. 

nuiadelphia, the church of, v. gl. 

Fhileinon. the hotpttaiity of. xvili. %\, 

Phiiip the Bvangelltt, hit minittiy aft 
Samaria, x. Si ; and to the Ethiopian, 
xvi. 24. 

PMUnpiant, their aflkction for Paul, xvii. 
IT} their liberality rewarded, xi. S8. 

PhUippian Jailor, hit attempt aft*telf- 
murder, xxv. IS; how prevented, xv. 
19; xvi. 14: xvili. ai. 

FhlUatinet, David't defeat of them, xvi. 
9« 

PhUoeophert, heathen, their contempt for 
the truth blinded them to the peroep> 
tion of it, i. r ; the folly of their In- 
ttruotion, xvi. IS. 

Piety, earW, iu beneflt, viU. ir. 

PUate, had no heart for witdom, xvU. 16 ; 
hit tettimony to our Lord't innocence, 
xii. Hi hit cruelty, xii. 10; hit injut* 
tloe in condemning him, xxiv. 11, It ; 
love of popularity one motive for hit 
doing to, xxiil. 28; hit telf-deocit, 
xvi. S; hit conduct ditgiaeed hit 
ofllce, xxvi. 1. 

PUffuet of Bgypt, Pharaoh*t conduct with 
regard to them an iUuttntlon of hu- 
man depravity, xxi. 8. 

Pleaaura, ariting Itom religion, iU. 17; 
worldly, untatitfoctoiy, xiv. 19; ruin- 
ont, xxi. 17. 

Poor, Qod't ragard to them, xvil. 8 ; the 
rl^teout conaidcr their caute, xxix. 
1 1 danger of ditregarding them; xvii. 
8} xxi. 19; under what drcumttancet 
poverty to be praforred to great wealth, 
XV. 16 : xvi. 8 ; xxvili. 6 ; how to be- 
come poor, xxi. 17; the richet of 
thoao, who from a ragard to God 
make themeelveo to, xlU. 7 ; inatMMM 
oftheltUbeiaUty.xix.lS. 



Poiverty, itt advaataM over ^nty ta die- 

poting men to be thankiUl tw the 

tmaller blettingt, xxvU. 7. 
Praite, the difflculty of receiving it in a 

right tplrit, xxvii. II ; the rule for 

bettowuig, xii. 8. 
Praite of onetelf, to be avoided, xxvii. S. 
Prayer, whote, God hean, xv. 8. 88; when 

unavtUling.i. 18; xxviii. 8; inttanoet 

of itt tucceat. Hi. 8, 6 ; power of la* 

tercettorv, xi. 11 ; xxix. 8; xxxi. 8. 
Pr^udice, evil effoctt of, 1. 5 ; advantage 

of lyeedom firom. xvl. 19; Ntthanael 

contraated with the Phariteet, idi. 

6; inttanoet of accommodation to it, 

xiii. 16. 
Pride, the evilt attending it, xi. S; xlil. 

10; xvi. 18; xviU. 18; xxix. 89. 
Priettt, chief, iutt bofora the dettruction 

of Jerutali 



iem by Nebuchadn< 
their contempt of God't word, xiii 19 ; 
their envy of our Lord, xxvii. 4 ; their 
treatment of Judat, xiv. 8; pun 
in their own eyet, xxx. 18 ; the foUy 
of their attempt to dclbat God*t eoua- 
tel, xix. 81 ; tneirpunithment, xxix. 

PrivUeget, religiout, to be improved, x.8; 

danrnr ox pretumlng upon them, 

xxviii. 14; abute of their abundance, 

xxvii. 7. 
Promitet of God, evil of dittruttlng them, 

X. 84 ; the Itnelitet' dltrtgard of them, 

XV. a ; inttanoet of the right ute of 

them, XV. a. 18. 
Prophecy, the fUUUment of, xlt. 18; an 

illuttration of God't knowledge of 

men't thoughtt afor off, xv. 11. 
Prophet, the nrudence ofhlm who raproved 

Ahab, xii. a9 ; who forbora to waia 

Amaaiah, xxili. 8. 
Prophett, their grief at the calamitlee they 

teratoid, xvii. 6 1 their memory hlcet, 

X. 7. 
Praphett, Ihlte, bring ruin on a countiT, 

xxvi. 88; in the Chrlttian chuna, 

xxv. 14. 
Protperity, worldly, itt danger, 1. 98 ; of 

the nghteoui, xi. 18; w Uie wicked 

no caute for envy, xxiv. 19. 
Providence of God over chance, xvl. 88; 

in everyplace, xv. 8; overruling all 

men't detlgnt and aoUont, U. 8; xi. 

87; xvi. 1 ; xvi. 4; xx. 84; xxl. 1; 

xxv. 8. 
Prudence, human, right ute of, ill. 8, 6 ; 

how thown, xii. 16. 89; xiii. 16; xiv. 

18; xxil.8. 

Rabthakeh, a toorner, ix. 8 ; hit boaatiag, 
XV. 8 , hit fkir but deceitful pramliee, 
xxvi. 84, 88. 

Rachel, uahappy though beautlAil, xzxl. 
90. 

Rahab, her foith and pratervatioa, ill. 88, 
86; ix.6. 

Rebekah, aa Uluttratloa of Qod't ovei^ 
rulingpravldence,xx. 84; her beauty 
her hatbaad^i enan, zxxt. 80 } her 



200 



IHBKX TO IILOf TBAUOH OF 



pnnldiBwiit iioc dMstMs^ ihvr Irai* 
lHUid,xxii.B; xxvUi. 10. 

Rebuke, open, to wliat to be preferred, 
zzvii. 5. See Reproof. 

Bechab end Beanah, the murdeiers of 
Ishbosheth, their treatment Iqr David, 
atz. 26. 

Baoliabitee, their filial obedienee, x. 8; 
xzili..22. 

Behoboam, hie disregard of inatniotion, 
i. 7 ; fonook hisfather*! friends, xx?ii. 
10; his provoking language, xv. 1; 
hy his hasty spirit, exalting folly, xiv. 
SO ; unfitted for his station, xxvL 1 ; a 
iraniing against contention, xviL 14; 
an instance of his wisdom, ziii. 10 ; 
Ua advisen, xii. 23. 

Religion, its pleasantness, iii. 17 ; a know- 
ledge of, how preserved in the world, 
xxii. 12 ; danger of introducing cor- 
ruptions into it, xxiv.21; of beathen- 
.iam, its folly, xvi. 22. 

Repentance, an encouragement to it, 
xxviii.l3; fUse, xxvi. 11. 

Reproof; one of the duties of Meodship, 
xxviL 5, 6; how taken Iqr a wise 
man, ix. 8; xxv. 12; benefit of hear- 
ing it, XV. 82 ; eonsequencet of de- 
spising and hating it, i. SO, 81 ; xv. 10. 

Reputation, duty of a tender regard to 
that of our neighbour, xxiv. 28. 

Reubenites, their trust in God, iiL 5, A ; 
their conduct when .unjustly aooused, 
XV. 1. 

Rezin and Pekah, their attempt jagainst 
Ahaz, why defeated, xxi. 30. 

Rich, -should not be anadous to became so, 
xxiii. 4 ; xxviii. 22 ; those seproved 
hy James, xvii. 5 ; who ace trnly so, 
xiii. 7. 

Rich young man, our Lord's trial at his 
hurt, xvii. 8 ; his ignoianee of Ids 
atote before God, xxi. 2, and conse- 
quent neglect to obtain wisdom, xvii. 
16, and truth, xxiU. 23 ; fala imminent 
danger, i. 32. 

Riches, tendency to depend upon them, 
xvUi. 11, and the foUyof the self- 
oonoelt which they encourage, xxviii. 
11 ; their little worth without piety, 
XV. 16; xvi. 8; xxviii. 6. 

Riches of the wicked, x. 2, 3 ; xiU. 22. 

Rie^eous, their thoughts right, xii. 5 ; 
their humanity, xii. 10 ; their strict 
regard to truth, xiii. 6; their boldness, 
xxviii. 1; their disoourse beneficial 
to others, x. 21 ; their pnisperity a 
source of gladness to others, xi. 10 ; 
a national blessing, xi. 11 ; xxviii. 2 ; 
zxix. 8 ; their ohaiaeter as compared 
with others, xii. 26; are punished if 
they sin, xi. 31 ; the evfl arising from 
their <U1, xxv. 36 ; God's care of 
them, X. 3; find fiivour with Ood, 
xiv. 9; he hears their pnyear, xv. 29; 
reveals his will to them. Hi. 82; grants 
their desire, x. 24; their safety in 
trouble, xviii. 10, and deliverance 
out of it, XL 8 ; xxiv. 15, Ifi; the 



iHoked become their nuisom, xxt. 

18; their way made pl^n, xv. 19; 
their hope in death, xiv. 82; their 
reward sure, xi. 18 ; xiiL 21 ; their 
fonndatimi everlasting, x. 26; -con- 
trasted with sinners, xiii. 21 ; xxix. 
B ; their posteiity blessed, xi. 21 . 

Righteous children, a joy to their parents, 
xxiiL24. 

Righteousness with porerty far to bo pre- 
ibrred te wealth without it, xvi. 8; 
is the esnament of old age, xvi. 31 ; 
our encouragement to follow after i^ 
xxi. 21 ; delivers from death, x. 1; is 
tlie way to eternal life, xiL 28; bless- 
edness of those (truly wise) who turn 
otben .to it, HL 35 ; true caoae of a 
nation'e ^rovpenty, xiv. 84. 

Ruler of the synagogue, his .todignstion 
at our Lord, xxviii. 5. 

Rulsn, chief, their Ibar of nun, xxix. 25. 

Ruth, her religious decision, iv. 26 ; her 
love for Naomi, xviL 17; the advan- 
tage to her of her acquaintanoo with 
Naomi, xiii. 20; a patteru to daugh- 
ten^in-law, xxiii. 22. 

Sacdfice, what is more aooq|»tablo to the 
Lord than it, xxi. 3 ; of the wleked, 
how i^arded by God, xv. 8; xxi. 27. 

Sadduoees, consequence of their ignoranee 
of Scripture, xix. 2. 

Saints, their safety, ii. 8. 

Samaria, dreadful Ihniine tnit in tiio idgn 
of Jehoram, x. 3 ; the death at the 
unbdieving lord, xiii. 13; the woman 
of, an instance of God's pxovidenoe, 
xvi. 9; her conduct under reproof, 
XV. 82. 

Samaritans, their improvement of oppor- 
tmiity, X. 5 ; their hafipineBO fiom 
Hateto eonvenion, iii. 17. • 

ftamsmi., iNostrating the danger of un- 
godly connexions and sinfalpleoanres, 
vii. 26; xxi. 17; his folly, x. 14 ( xiL 
23 ; his weakness, xxiv. 6 ; like ^dUty 
without walls, xxv. 28. 

Samuel, ihis«arly,pie^, viii. 17; in ikvour 
yriih God and man, xiii. 15 ; faia etrict 
regard to truth, xii. 22; xiii. 5; Ids 
prudence, xii. 23; the iffevalwme of 
ids intercession, xv. 29; :his iat^^ty 
as a judge, xii. 22 ; xv. 27 ; Ida con- 
duct to his successor contnetod vith 
Saul's to his successor David, xiv. 30 ; 
his folse estimate of the chazaeter of 
Eliab, xxxi. 80; his veneraUe eld 
age, xvi. 31 ; his retirement tmm the 
court of Saul, xxviii. 28; never eeased 
to prey for those who rejected Mm, 
XX. 22; contrasted with Hophni and 
Phineas, xii. -28. 

SaabaUat, his deceit, xiL 5 ; xxTi. SS, and 
Nehendah's treatment of him, xxvi. 
24, 25 ; his vain attempts against Ne* 
homlah, x. 18 ; xxi. 30. 

Savah, her beauty her huabaad'a onare, 
xxxi. 30; her ISstth and obedience, 
xxxi. 80. 
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Bodia. tte ehureh of, ▼. SI. 

Baal, hit way 0T«rruled by Ood, xvi. 9 ; 
triidom of hia •Hence, z. 10.i xii. S3 ; 
an imtance of the avU of naalaot of 
exact obedience, vti. S { hta nuttaken 
aetlmate of the Importance of cere- 
monial obeervancee, xxi. 9 } hla Meri- 
llee dlspleaetng to Ood, xv. 8i hli 
eovetoiuneii and its punlehment, xv. 
ft \ hii lelf-deeeit, xxl. S i ble per- 
vertenen, xi. S; expoeed by Samuel, 
xviii. 17; bis (klse repentance, xxvlli. 
18 ( hit envy, xiv. 30; xxvli. 4; 
Indulaence in envy led to murder. 
xxviU. 17; bit treachery to David 
deflMted, xxiv. 15, 13 { bit reproach 
of hia ton, xU. 18 ; xv. 1 ; contnuted 
with himeelf, xii. 16 ; xv. S3 ; like a 
eily without walla, xxv. S8 ; hia teati- 
mony to David'a excellence, xii. S6 ; 
an inatance of the force of conacienoe, 
zx. S7 ; Qod'a dJaregard of hia prayer, 
XV. S9 ; hia wounded apirit, xviU. 
14 ; a waminf to apoatatea, xiv. 14 ; 
the curae of Ood in hia fkmily, xvU. 
13. 

Saul of Taraua, an inatance of Ood'a pro- 
vidence, xvi. 9. Bee Paul. 

Scomer, hatea reproof, xv. IS ; conae- 
quencea of reproving him, ix. 7 ; the 
benefit of reproving him, xlx. S3 ; 
when not to oe reproved, ix. 8; his 
aearch fbr wiadom vain, xiv. 3 : the 
danger in which he involvea othera, 
szix. 8 ; hia character deteated, xxiv. 
9 i how to be treated, xxii. 10. 

Bcrtbea. ouxLord*a notice of their thoughta, 
xxiv. 9. 

Seripturea, fidelity of writera of, xx. 3 ; 
oonaequencea of ignorance of them, 
zlx. S; evil of their mlaapplication, 
xxvi. 9. 

Baeurlty, how tb be obtained, xx. SS ; xxi. 
31; xxix. S3( of the righteoua, xvili. 
10 i fklae aecurtty, xiv. IS; xvi. S; 
xxii. 3. 

8elf*concelt, cautiona acalnat it, iti. 7 ; 
xxlii. 4 1 tendency ox men to it, xvi. 
S; XX. 3: xxx. IS; ahown in dia* 
regarding good advice, xii. 13; ita 
great danger, xxvi. IS. 

Self-deceit, xiv. IS; xxi. S; xxx. IS. 

Self-denial, ita importance, xxiU. S. 

Salf«||overament, li true heroiam, xvi. 
IS) evil of the want of it, xxv. 88. 

Self-knowledge, ita importance, xix. 8. 

Self-will, the evU of it, i. 80, 31 ; xxviU. 
14. 

SeDiiaeherib, hia rtcbea no aecurity , x.S ; hia 
•xpectationdiaappointed. x. S8; xxii. 
• ; an inatrument in Ood*a handa, xvi. 
4 1 xxi. 1. 30 ; the puniahment of hia 
blaaphemy, x. SA ; xviii. Si ; eon- 
tnated with Heaekiah, xUi. 13. 

fieiglua Paulus, hia wtadom, i. fi ; hia pru- 
dence, xiv. 13} the benefit he derived 
from the puniahment of Elymaa, xlx. 
S3. 

Servant of Abraham. See Abraham. 



Sarvanta, thoaa that aball be honoued, 
xxvli. 18. 

Servanta of Ood, their aafbty, til. S3, S3. 

Servanta of Chrlat, the joy which awaiu 
them, xiU. IS. 

Shadrach, Meahacl), and Abednego, their 
care to avoid evil company, iv. 14 ; 
their aelf-denial and ita reward, xx viti. 
SO ; Ood'a anewer to their prayer, xv. 
S9; their calm aelf>poaaeaak»n and 
(brtitude, xvi. 3S| xxvlii. 1; their 
aaAity in the (Umace, i. 33 ; xiv. SO. 

Shallum, a murderer murdered, xx viii. 1 7. 

Shalmaneaer, an illuatratlon of Ood'i 
providence, xxl. 1. 

Shame, attenda aloth, x. 5, pride, xi. S, and 
atrlfe, xxv. 8;' will come upon the 
wicked, xiii. 5, and be the final iaaue 
of lUI hia lofty expectatlona, iii. 33. 

Shaba, the iaaue of hia rebellion againai 
David, xvii. 19. 

Bheba, the queen of, her dealre for know- 
ledge, XV. 14. 

Shebna, the good newa with which he re- 
turned to Heaekiah, xxv. ISj^th* 
ahame to which hia pride brought 
him. xvii. 19. 

Shechaniah, hia encouragement of Sara, 
xxvii. 9. 

Sheohem, the men of, their choice of Abl- 
melech, xxvi. 8; their ain aeok in 
their Duniabment, xlii. SI. 

Sheep of Chriat, their aafety, L 33. 

Bhemaiah, hla fklae prophecy, xxv. 14; 
hia death, xxl. S8. 

Shepherda to whom our Lord*a birth waa 
announced contraated with Herodi 
XV. 13. 

Shimei, hia curae Injured not David, xxvi. 
S ; xxix. 3 ; hia puniahment, xx. S6 ; 
xxv. 4. 

Shunamite woman, the death of her ton, 
xxvii. 1 : Oehaai'a conduct to her, 
xiv. 10 ; her aelf-command, xxv. S8. 

Silaa, an illuatratton of the happineaa of 
the righteoua, xxix. 6; the wiadom of 
aending him with Paul and Bantabaa, 
xvi. 80. 

Silence, when dealrable, ix. 8 ; x. 19 ; 
xvii. S7 ; xxUi. 9. 

Silence of our Lmrd on hla trial, xxv. S8. 

Siloam, the tower of, ita IklL xxvU. 1. 

Simeon, hla deaire granted, x. S4t xv. 
8; hia venerable old age, xvi. 31 ; con- 
traated with Herod, x. S8; hla path 
aa the ahining light, I v. 18. 

Simon Magna* found no good firom hta 
baptlam, xvii. SO ; had no aincere love 
oftruth, xxiii. SS. 

Sin, none free from it, xx. 9 : aecret, no- 
tieed by Ood, xxiv. 9 ; bringa ita own 
punUhment, t. 31 ; v. SS; Itamiacry, 
xiiL 13 i foarful conaequcncea when a 
righteoua man folia into it, xxv. S3 1 
by indulgence men become hardened 
in it, xxi.S9 : Ita remote eonaequencea» 
xlii. St t xvii. 13 ; folly of mocking at 
it, xiv. 9 { bringa diagrace and ruin on 
natlona aa well aa ladividuala, xiv. 
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M ; xxviil. 2; laptrtaBM of eoaftaei* 
inff it, xxviil. 13. 

Sineernf not always a proof of our being 
in the path of duty, xvi. 2. 

Sinners, evil pursues them, xiii. 21 ; for 
whom their wealth is laid up, xiii. 
22 ; the power of sin over them, t. 22 ; 
sxTi. 11 ; oautions against tiiek so- 
ciety, i. 10. 

Sisera, his death, xi. 10; xxi. SI. 

Slander, its folly, x. 18; oautions against 
It, xxiv. 28 : in some respects as bad 
as murder, xxv. 18. 

Sloth, its evil, x. 6 ; xli. 24 ; xv. 19. 

Smyrna, the church of, our Lord's notice 
of it, y. 21 ; contrasted with that of 
Laodioea, xiiL 7. 

ioeiety, its influence on our own charac- 
ter, xiiL 20 ; xxvii. 17 ; our duty with 
regard to that of the wicked, iv. 14 ; 
ix. 6; folly and danger of evil asso- 
ciates, xii. 11; xiii. 20. 

Society of the wise, by whom avoided, xv. 
U. 

Sodom, its prosperity its ruin, i. 32; 
Qod*s notice of it, v. 21 ; its rapid pro- 
gress in sin and God's abhonence of 
it, Hi. 32 ; Abraham's prayer for it, 
xxxi. 8; its destruction an illustra- 
tion that numbers are no d^nce 
against divine justice, xxlx. 16. 

Soldier, the devout, who waited on Cor- 
nelius, xxvii. 18. 

Sobrnxm, his respect for his mother, xxiii. 
22; his throne established by the re- 
moval of the wicked, xx. 26 ; xxv. 5 ; 
What constituted the glory of his reign, 
XX. 15 ; his humility, xxviii. 26 ', his 
desire after wisdom, xv. 14; hia 
wisdom the gift of Qod, ii. 6 ; an in- 
stance of it, X. 13; when it ftiled 
•him, xxiv. 5 ; entered into the path 
of the wicked, iv. 14; himself over- 
come by those snares against which 
<fae warned others, vii. 26 ; eivUs at- 
itendant on his fall, xxii. 8; xxv. 26 ; 
«n instance of the insufficiency of 
this world to make us happy, xiv. 13 ; 
long continuance of the corruptionc 
in religion which he introduced, iv. 
14, 1ft. 

Son, Isaac's, Joseph, and Solomon's, Sic. 
conduct in that relation, xxiii. 22. 

Spies, the ten, the evil to others they oc- 
casioned by their evil report, xxvi. 6, 
and to themselves, xvUL 21. 

Bjflt9 tent by the chief priests to entangle 
our Lord, xxix. 9. 

Spirit, a haughty, the forerunner of ruin, 
xvi. 18. 

Spirit, Holy, to whom promised, i. 23; 
importance of cultivating his in- 
fluences firom observing by what steps 
men are led to the greatest crimes, 
murder, &c. xxviii. 17. 

Stephen, God's notice of him, xv. 3 ; his 
boldness, xxviii. 1; whence he de- 
lived his strength, xxiv. 5 ; his prayer 
for hia muidefeis remaikahly an- 



swered, xlL 18 ; his hope In 
xiv. 32. 

St^hanas (the Corinthian), a fUthfloI 
messenger, xxv. 13. 

Strangers of PontttSySEc.addreseedbyPeter, 
the change wrou|^ in them, xH. 26 ; 
their Joy in affliction, xvitt. 14. 

Strength, a proof of its being small, xxiv. 
10; of wisdom above natural fbrce, 
xxL 22 ; xxiv. 6. 

Strife, on avoiding it, xvii. 14; xxy. 8; 
by what stirred up, x. 12; whe« in- 
dulged in, a fruitful source of sin, 
xvii. 19 ; on honour to cease from it, 
XX. 8. 

Subjects, on the duty of, xxiv. 21 ; xxv. 
16. 

Success, how to obtain it, iii. 5, 6 ; xvi. 3. 

Suceotti, the men of, their mouth their 
destruction, xviii. 7. 

Swearers, a curse to their country, xf. 11. 

SynagQgue.niler of, his indignation against 
our Lord, xxviii. 6. 

Syro-Pfaoenioian woman, her improvement 
of opportunity, x. 6 ; xxvii. 7 ; con- 
trasted with the apostles, xxhr. 10 ; 
intention of her trial, rvH. 8. 

Tale-bearer, no confidence to be plooed ia 

him, xi. 13. 
Talkativeness, its danger, x. 8; byw^iom 

avoided, xvii. 27. 
Teachers, false, alluded to by Pc^er and 

Paul, xii. 23. 
Tekooh, the woman of, her flattery of 

David, xxix. 5. 
Temper, on the command of, xU. 16 ; xSv. 

17.29; XV. 1; xix. 11. 
Tempetaace, Daniel an tnstaaee of; ir. 

14. 
Temptation, sources o^ i. 10; mitfii. 20; 

xxix. 25; how to resist it, iv. 23; 

their wisdom who endure it. Hi. 85 ; 

habits of self-denial break Its fhroe, 

xxiii. 2. 
Tertullus, his accusation againvt Paul, 

xviii. 17; overruled, xxii. 12; xnay 

be compared to a murderer, xxv. 18. 
Tbessalonlans, the change produced in 

them by embracing Chitetianity, xv. 

33. 
Theudas, the folly of those that followed 

him, xii. 11. 
Thief, the dying, his improvement of op- 

viii. 



?ortunity, x. 5 ; his repentance, i 
3 ; his companion, an awftd inatanee 

offolly,xvii. 16. 
Thoughts, on the regulation of, ir. 23 ; 

how to have them established, zri, S ; 

foolish, how viewed by God, xxiv. 9 ; 

right, a distinguishing mark of a good 

man, xii. 6. 
Thyatira, the church of, v. 21. 
Tibni, xxviii. 2. 
Tiglath-Pileser, xiH. 21. 
Timothy, his mother's early instraeUon of 

him and his attention to it, t. 8, 9; 

X. 5; was a great comfort to Foul, 

xxv. IS. 



PaOTIRBS BT SCSmUBX nAMPLES. 



fOS 



TiMih lh» AmmoBite uniMd by Ui« 
BoblM of Jttdah, xxTiii. 4. 

T»4B0iTim, not to bout of, zxyii. I. 

Tonffue, subject to Ood's contToiil,xvl. I ; 
tti InfluoBce over otben, zr. 4. SS ; 
xTiM. il ; oil the govmnunent of; zv. 
1 ; xvtt. tti xxlli. 9; « lying, xii. 19 ; 
tho power of a tolt, xxv. 15 ; of the 
wise, X. 13. 19; XV. i; zvi. M: of 
tbo wicked, its bitterness, xU. 18; 
tager to tliemselves, xii. IS; xrU. 
SO; xviii. 7. 

Itanscresson* their way hard, xMi 18. 

Trials, intention of them, liL It; xvii. 
S. 

nniit in ourselves, its folly, xxviii. t6; 
in God, its wisdom, iii. 5, 6 ; xvi. S ; 
zxix. S5. 

Tnth, hear both sides to discover it, 
xviii. 17; the honour Ood puts on 
those who adhere to it, zil. 21 ; its 
consistency with itself, xxl. S8; its 
stobility, xii. 19 ; our duty to it, xxiii. 
S3; prudence necessary in the eom- 
munlcation of it, xi. IS. 

Tyre, its folly exposed, xxviii. 11 ; an in- 
stance of tho danger of prosperity, i. 
38, and of how little security wealth 
is, X. S ; consequences to itself of re- 
joicing over the miseries of others, 
xxiv. 17 ; ruined by sin, prophecy re- 
specting it, xii. 19. 

Tyre, prince of (Ithobal), his foolish trust 
in riches, xviii. 11. 

Upright, their circumspection, xxi. S9; 
uelr safety, xi. 3 ; God's readiness to 
hear their prayer, xv. 8; a public 
blessing, xi. 11; by whom hatod, 
xxix. 10. 

Undetstanding, the danger of leaning to 
it, iii. 5; darkened by sin, iv. 19; 
xzi^. 8 ; when enlightened, its value, 
ziii. 15; xvi. 22; its value above 
riches, xxviii. 1 1 ; prooft of it, xiv. 
S9; XV. 14; xvii. 27; ztx. 25; proof 
of being void of it, xii. 11. 

UrQah, contrasted with Asariah, lOfH. 5. 

UriJah (the prophet), his murderer de- 
stroyed. xUi. IS. 

Unah, Ood^s notice of his heart, v. 21 ; 
Ilia death awaming against presump- 
tion, xxviii. 14. 

Unlah, his attention to Zecharlah's in- 
struction, xiif . 20 ; rebuked by Axa- 
ilah, xxvii. 5; the shame attending 
his pride, xi. 2. 

Vanity, the certain fhiit of sin, xzii. 8. 

Yaahti, an instance of the vanity of beauty, 
xxzi. SO. 

Voltaire and Volney, an instance of infi- 
dels conAiting one another, xxii. IS. 
Note. 

Wanlngs, tendency in men to negleet 
them, zxvil. SS ; the danger of this, 
zziz. 1. 

Watchftilneii, the duty of, It. 88. 



Wkked, their cootrivanees, Ilkm eairied 
on, xii. 5 ; their cruelty, xd. 1^; sin 
vritbeut bhishing. xxi. 29; God's es- 
timate of tiieir religious services, xv^ 
8. 29; xxi. 27; by whom praised, 
xxviii. 4 ; the disgrace which awaits 
them, xili. 5 ; the certainty of their 
pttKishment,xi. 21. 81 ; ensnare them- 
selvee tai their attempt to ensnare 
others, xii. IS; xxtv. 15, 10; xxvi. 
87 f their iniquity becomes their pu- 
nishment, V. 22 ; xi. 3 ; their con- 
seiencemaketeowardsof them, xxviii. 
I; their ftars are realHed, x. 24; 
their expecutions of good are dis- 
appointed, X. 2. 28; xxiv. 19, 80; 
charge God with the consequences of 
their own misconduct, xix. S ; their 
death, x. 25; xi. 7. 10; xiv. 38; the 
curse of God in their fkmilies, iii. 38 ; 
contrasted with the righteous, x. 3 ; 
xi. 6; xii. 21. 

Widow, noticed by our Lord, iii. 9, 10. 

Wisdom, prooftof it, i. 5; ix. 8; x. 8. 14. 
19; xi. 8; xii. 15; xiv. 8; who at- 
tain it, xi. 2; xiii. 10. 20; xiv. 6; 
xviii. 1 ; folly of not using the means 
in our power to attain it, xvii. 10 ; 
benefit of it, iii. 13. 17. 35; xii. 8; 
zvi. 80. 22; xxi. 22; xxiv. 5; xxviii. 
86 ; consequences of the want of it, 
X. 21; who seek without attaining 
it, xiv. 6 ; the gift of God, ii. 6 ; the 
fear of the Lord instructs men in 
and leads them to it, xv. S3, and Is 
the Ibundation and principal part of 
it, i. 7 ; proclaimed by the Gospel, i. 
20. 

Wisdom, worldly, its folly. III. 7; folly of 
leaning to our own, xxlli. 4; xzviiL 
20. 

Wise men ftom the East, their love of 
truth, zxiii. SS. 

'Vntness, a fklse, like a murderer, xxv. 18. 

Woman who anointed our Lord. iii. 9. 
10; X. 7. 

World belbre the flood, consequence of 
their not turning at God's reproof, 1. 
S3; God's notice of their wiokednesa, 
XV. 11. 

Tear, sabbatical, eonsequences to the 
Jews of not observing it, L SO, 81. 

Zaccheus, an illustration of God's pro- 
vidence, xvi. ; BO loser by bis Ube- 
rality, xilL 7; quickly attained to a 
knowledge of Christ, xiv. 6. 

Zaoharlas (ihther of John the Baptist), 
God's answer to his prayer, xv. 89; 
his punishment, xi. 31 ; his conduct 
under it, xxv. 18; his Joy In his son, 
zziii. 84. 

Zacharlas and Elisabeth, their path as the 
shining light, iv. 16; their sincerity, 
zii. 5; their h<mourable old age. zvL 
81. ^ 

Zaraphath, widow of, her ready obedience, 
z. 8} eontraated with Jeiebel» zvL 8. 
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Zebs and Zalmnnna* their radden de- 
struction, X. 25. 

Zeehariah (son of Jeboiada), death of hii 
murderer, zzt. 26; xxvUi. 17. 

Zedekiah (son of Chenaanah), one of 
AhaVs falie prophets, bis boasting, 
XXV. 14; the ruin his flattery brought 
upon Ahab, xxvi. 28, and showing 
how momentary ia the advantage of 
lying, xii. 19. 

Zedekiah (son of Maaaeiah), his awftil 
death, xxi. 28. 

Zedekiah (the last of the kings of Judah), 
hia <^pression, xxi. IS; deserted by 



Pharaoh-Hophra, xxv. 19 ; hardened 
in sin, xxi. 29; «n apostate flrom a 
pious father's example, and over- 
taken by ruin, xxL 16. 

Zerubbabel and Jeshua, the oppoeeraof 
their counsels overthrown, xxiL 12. 

Ziba, hia slander of his master, xvi. 28 ; 
xviii. 17; injured David more than 
Shimei did, xxix. 5. 

Zimri, his rebellion, xvii. 19 ; his wounded 
spirit, xviii. 14 ; his sudden and vio- 
lent death, x. 25. 

Ziphites, Saul's praise of their treachery, 
xzviii.4. 



GENERAL INDEX 



TO 



THE PROVERBS REFERRED TO IN THIS WORK. 



N.B. Those with an * are illustrated. 



When it !• pnpoied to read the Book of Proverb* chapter \gy chapter, or when a elaM 
ia required to prepare for examination on any chapter, or part of a chapter, it it 
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17 156. 160 

18 Ill 

♦20 „ 66. 96. 140 

♦21 97 

♦22 « 97 

23 87. 84 

♦24 97 

25 68 

CHAP. XIT. 

1 6 

3 88 

4 25. 84 

6 92 

♦6 « 98 

7 66 

♦8 98 

♦9 99 

♦10 100 

11 59 

♦12 ItH). 136 

♦IS 101 

♦14 88. 101 

♦15 « 101 



Verse 
Iff ...page 84. 144 

•17 70. 102 

1» . 90 

20 14 

21 119. m 

22 81 

23 ,^. 84 

24 88 

•26 58. 102. I2S 

27 115 

•29 . 103. 120. 128 

•30 lOS 

31 119 

•32 8.75.108 

33 88 

•34 104 

35 „ 15 

Chap. xt. 

•1 105. 120. 155 

•2 89. 105 

♦3 106 

♦4 107 

5 ..180 

6 109 

7 78 

♦8 13. 107 

9 107 

♦10 108 

•11 6.64. 87.108 

•12 108 

13 90. 101 

•14 88. 108 

15 88. 101 

♦16 109. 114 

17 25. 114 

18 71.103.117 

•19 100. 144 

20 148 

21 09. 109 

22 78 

•23 00. 110 

•24 8. 110 

25 69.114 

26 107. 116 

•27 110. 175 

28 116. 128 

•29 .« 111. 141 

30 39 

31 39 

•32 Ill 

•38 112. 180 

CHAP. XTI. 
•1 «112 

♦3 US 

•4 IIS 

5 7. 79 

6 ^ 6. 39 

7 15 

♦8 109. 114. 172 

♦9 114 

10 15 

11 40. 134 

12 15 
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Verse 

14 page 25 

15 18 

•18 114. 122. 124 

19 76. 114. 172 

•20 115 

21 40 

•22 115 

•23 105. 116 

•24 ...... 85.90.107.116 

25 112 

26 »... 40 

27 40 

•28 116 

29 „.... 53 

30 40 

•31 117 

•32 ... 118. 123. 131. 159 
♦33 118 

CBA?. XTXX. 

1 33. 114 

2 90 

•3 57. 118 

•4 . 108.119 

•5 119 

7 «...160 

8 39 

9 85. 116 

10 67. 130.169 

11 134 

't* .................. ^1. IOt 

•13 119 

•14 119. 131. 160 

•15 120 

•16 120 

•17 121. 166 

18 15. 24 

•19 122 

•20 122 

22 90. 101 

23 26.39 

25 18 

*27 123, 124 

28 73 

CHAP. XTIXI. 
•1 123 

2 41 

3 41 

4 41 

5 ............ 41. 48. Ill 

6 71 

•7 84.123 

8 41. 78 

•10 144 

•11 .« 124 

•12...76.112.122.124.180 

•18 42. 124 

•H 125 

}* 108 

,Jf 39. 95 

*ll ...125 

»0 41 

•2 84. 126 

« ^ 15 

•*♦ 126. 167 



CHAP. XIX. 

Verse 

1 page 13. 172 

•2 127 

•3 128 

4 14 

5 87. 152 

6 39 

7 14 

8 115 

9 87 

10 42 

•11 118. 129. 133 

12 19. 21 

13 5. 13 

14 5 

15 90 

16 94. 179 

17 56. 78. 80. 139 

18 97 

19 159 

20 54. 85. 108 

•21 129 

♦22 129 

• 23 54 

24 109 

»25 130 

27 42. 66 

29 6 

CHAP. XX. 

•1 130 

*3 131 

4 19 

*6 125. 131 

7 97 

8 134 

•9 7. 132 

10 48. 134 

11 43 

•12 132 

13 69 

14 134 

*15 133 

16 24 

17 .....162 

18 78 

19 78 

20 77 

21 110. 175 

•22 122. 133 

•23 134 

•24 112. 134 

26 43 

•26 184 

*27 134 

28 133 

29 117 

•30 135 

CHAP. XXI. 

•1 112.135 

•2 112.136.181 

•3 107.137 

4 7. 43 

5 128 

6 43.87 

•7 137 

*8 43. 138 



Verse 
9 page 5.27 

11 130 

12 59 

•13 139.178 

14 39 

♦16 140.166 

•17 140 

•18 140 

19 5 

20 28. 140 

•21 141 

•22 141 

23 72, 73. 124. 126 

25 44.90 

•27 107.141 

•28 86. 141 

•29 142 

•30 112.143 

•31 33. 143 

CHAP. XXII. 

2 ....44.48 

•3 ...'.'..". ioiV'Vii. 154 

4 124. 176 

•5 62. 144 

6 16 

•7 144 

*8 79. 144 

9 44. 78 

•10 145 

*11 145 

•12 146 

13 109 

15 97. 135 

16 9.44.68 

17 9.58.96 

18 58.96 

22 28. 119 

23 119 

24 102. 159 

26 15.24 

27 44 

28 17 

*29 146.168 

CHAP. XXIII. 

*2 146 

•4 56. 147. 175. 181 

5 22 

•9 67. 147 

11 34 

12 14g 

13 72.98 

14 98 

15 148 

16 148 

17 6.61.75.151 

18 76 

19 6. 62 

20 28 

21 140. 146 

•22 52.117.147 

•23 148 

•24 ;...67. 148 

26 5. 62 

29 130 

31 29. 146 
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Verse 

3i page 22. 146 

is 6. 180. 161. 169 

CHAP. XXIT. 

1—2... 161 

*5 149 

6 ...„ 78 

7 28 

♦9 .,.^ 7.149 

•10 57. 150 

•11 150 

•12 150 

13 11.29 

14 11. 29 

•15 .150 

•16 150 

*17 151.157 

•18 151 

•19 151 

•20 151 

•21 152.170 

23 48. 111. 120 

24 ......120 

26 80 

27 45 

•28 152 

29 151 157 

30—34 109 

CHAP. XXV. 

*2 ..*. 153 

3 45 

•4—5 ....158. 177 

6—7 16 

•6 128.131.154 

•9 78. 154 

10 78 

11 .........9.90.105. 110 

•12 110.154 

*I3 ...M....... ..**.. 155. 160 

•14 131.155 

•15 155 

16 158 

If ........................ II 

*18 156 

•19 156 

•20 157 

•21 ..........188. 151. 167 

22 46 

24 6 

•26 157 

*26 ...168 

•27 11.158. 164 

•26 ......85. 118. 159. 164 

CHAP. XXVI. 

•1 159, 160 

•2 160 

8 80.72.185 

•4 160 

*6 ..158. 160 



Vene 

•7 page 160,161 

•8 169,160 

•9 161 

10 6 

•11 161 

•12 56. 161 

18 109 

16 47. 109 

17 81. 119. 131 

18, 19 99 

21 117. 119. 145 

22 78 

•23 161. 165 

•24 162 

*25 101. 162 

26 162 

•27 79. 81. 162. 172 

•28 ...........162 

CHAP. XXTIX. 

•1 ....58. 163 

•2 l.<il. 164 

•3 164 

•4 103. 154 

•5 165 

•7 165 

♦8 166 

•9 90. 166 

•10 167 

11 148 

12 101.144 

13 24 

14 f. 47 

15,16 ....* 5 

•17 121.166 

•18 168 

•19 169 

20 47 

•21 164.169 

*22 142 

23—27 84 

26 47 

CHAP. XXTZXZ. 
•1 170 

•2 170^179 

8 20 

•4 119.171 

*6 171 

•6 172 

7 67. 148 

g ^^^^^ gj 

•9 "'."'.".*.*.l'.i i iVi'iiV 1 72 

•10 172 

♦11 173 

12 47. 77. 177 

•IS 148.173 

♦14 178 

15 21 

16 110. 159 



Verse 

•17 pi«el74 

18 76, 76 

19 84. 140 

•20 147.173 

21 47.111 

•22 128.176 

23 67. 165 

ZV .................. Vim 13/ 

26 93 

•26 56. 62. 176 

27 80 

•28 77. 177 

CHAP. XXXX. 

2 177 

3 5. 148 

♦5 178 

•6 178 

•7 189. 178 

•8 77. 178 

9 48 

•10 179 

U 85. 88. 123 

12 48 

13 48 

14 104. 171 

15 98 

•16 179 

17 98 

•18 179 

19 48 

20 ..103 

21 49 

22 71. 117. 119 

•23 124. 180 

24 49 

•25 « 180 

26 49 

Af ........................179 



OHAP. 

4 ...153 

6 54 

O ••••••••••••••••••VZ* aoI 

•12 100. 112. 181 

17 ^^ 22. 52. 108. 147 

mm ••••••••••••••••^•••••rs ^m 

2p V •«• •#« •»■ «•• ■•• ••• •»* •«« JK CI 

ZD ••» »«• »»e»ww ••• ••« 9w WW mO 
mw ••••«•••••••'••••••••••«• Zw 

32 ................. 85. 102 



CRAP. 

T ... ............ .........l.'V 

•8 «...17. 181 

10 51 

24 82 

♦80 183 



THE END. 
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